
Bible Study September 9, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we finished with the Joseph brothers getting food and going back to their 
father. The food has run out again, and their father asks them to make another 
run. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Genesis 43:1-34 (AMP) 
The Return to Egypt 
1 Now the famine was very severe in the land [of Canaan]. 2 And it happened that when 
the families of Jacob’s sons had finished eating [all of] the grain which they had brought 
from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.”  

A. Jacob and his sons had no relief from the famine.  
B. They could not see God’s overall plan of sending them to Egypt to be reunited with 

Joseph and fed from Egypt’s storehouses.  
C. When you are praying for relief from suffering or pressure and God is not bringing it as 

quickly as you would like, remember that he may be leading you to unexpected 
blessings. 

D. Abraham in Genesis 22 climbed a mountain to sacrifice Isaac, not knowing God was 
going to show him that he was his Jehovah Jirreh 

E. Romans 8:28 It's working for my good 
Romans 8:28 (AMP) 
28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about 
us] causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His plan and purpose. 

  
F. James 1:2-4 – I'm growing 

James 1:2-4 (AMP) 
2 Consider it nothing but joy, my [a]brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into 
various trials. 3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] 
produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner peace]. 4 And let 
endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be 
perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing. 

  
G. Romans 8:18 – It’s temporary 

Romans 8:18 (AMP) 
18 For I consider [from the standpoint of faith] that the sufferings of the present life 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and 
in us! 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A28%2C+james+1%3A2-4%2C+2+cor.+12%2Cromans+8%3A18&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30269a


H. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 – His grace is sufficient 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (AMP) 
A Thorn in the Flesh 
7 Because of the surpassing greatness and extraordinary nature of the revelations 
[which I received from God], for this reason, to keep me from thinking of myself as 
important, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan, to torment 
and harass me—to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I pleaded with 
the Lord three times that it might leave me; 9 but He has said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are more than enough—
always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being perfected 
[and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.” 
Therefore, I will all the more gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ [may completely enfold me and] may dwell in me. 10 So I am well pleased 
with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, and with 
difficulties, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak [in human strength], then I 
am strong [truly able, truly powerful, truly drawing from God’s strength]. 

  
 
3 But Judah said to him, “The man [representing Pharaoh] solemnly and sternly warned 
us, saying, ‘You will not see my face [again] unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you will 
send our brother with us, we will go down [to Egypt] and buy you food. 5 But if you will 
not send him, we will not go down there; for the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face 
unless your brother is with you.’”  

A. Joseph wanted to see his only full brother 
 
 
6 And Israel (Jacob) said, “Why did you treat me so badly by telling the man that you had 
another brother?” 7 And they said, “The man asked us straightforward questions about 
ourselves and our relatives. He said, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another 
brother?’ And we answered him accordingly. How could we possibly know that he would 
say, ‘Bring your brother down [here to Egypt]’?” 8 Judah said to Israel his father, “Send 
the young man with me and we will get up and go [buy food], so that we may live and not 
die [of starvation], we as well as you and our little ones. 9 I will be security (a guarantee) 
for him; you may hold me [personally] responsible for him. If I do not bring him [back] to 
you and place him [safely] before you, then let me bear the blame before you forever.  

A. Judah was willing to accept full responsibility for Benjamin’s safety.  
B. Judah had a gift he was a persuasive communicator 
C. Judah was the one who saved Josephs life 
D. I believe Judah believed he could have done more to help his brother 

  
Genesis 37:26-27 (AMP) 
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our brother and cover up 
his blood (murder)? 27 Come, let us [instead] sell him to these Ishmaelites [and 
Midianites] and not lay our hands on him, because he is our brother and our flesh.” 
So his brothers listened to him and agreed. 
 

E. He did not know what that might mean for him, but he was determined to do his duty. 



F. In the end, Judah’s stirring words caused Joseph to break down with emotion and reveal 
himself to his brothers (Genesis 44:18–45:3).  

G. Accepting responsibilities is difficult, but it builds character and confidence, earns others’ 
respect, and motivates us to complete our work.  

H. When you have been given an assignment to complete or a responsibility to fulfill, commit 
yourself to seeing it through. 

I. You will notice this is a change in how brothers treated their younger brother 
J. The brothers were willing to kill joseph, but now willing to die for Benjamin 
K. We should learn from our mistakes 
L. God often gives us a second chance to pass our test 
M. Every test not passed you will be repeated 

 
10 For if we had not delayed like this, surely by now we would have returned the second 
time.” 11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this; take some of 
the choicest products of the land in your sacks, and carry it as a present [of tribute] to 
the man [representing Pharaoh], a little balm and a little honey, aromatic spices or gum, 
resin, pistachio nuts, and almonds.  

A. These gifts of balm, honey, gum, aromatic resin, pistachio nuts, and almonds were highly 
valuable specialty items not common in Egypt.  

B. Because of the famine, they were even more rare. 
Proverbs 18:16 (NLT) 
16 Giving a gift can open doors; it gives access to important people! 

  
 
12 Take double the [amount of] money with you, and take back the money that was 
returned in the opening of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight.  

A. Joseph’s brothers arrived home from Egypt only to find in their grain sacks the money 
they had used to pay for the grain (42:35).  

B. Some months later, when it was time to return to Egypt for more food, Jacob instructed 
them to take extra money so they could pay for the previous purchase as well as for 
additional grain.  

C. Jacob did not try to get away with anything.  
D. Now in his older age, he had become a man of integrity who paid for what he bought, 

whether he had to or not.  
E. We should follow his example and guard our integrity.  
F. A life of honesty is worth far more than the money we might gain by compromising it. 

 
13 Take your brother [Benjamin] also, and get up, and go to the man; 14 and may God 
Almighty grant you compassion and favor before the man, so that he will release to you 
your other brother [Simeon] and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my children 
[Joseph, Simeon, and Benjamin], I am bereaved.” 15 Then the men took the present, and 
they took double the [amount of] money with them, and Benjamin; then they left and went 
down to Egypt and stood before Joseph. 



Joseph Sees Benjamin 
16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Bring the 
men into the house, and kill an animal and make [a meal] ready; for the men will dine with 
me at noon.” 17 So the man did as Joseph said, and brought the men to Joseph’s house. 
18 The men were afraid, because they were brought to Joseph’s house; and [expecting 
the worst] they said, “It is because of the money that was returned in our sacks the first 
time [we came] that we are being brought in, so that he may find a reason to accuse us 
and assail us, and take us as slaves, and seize our donkeys.” 19 So they approached the 
steward of Joseph’s house, and talked with him at the entrance of the house, 20 and said, 
“Oh, my lord, we indeed came down here the first time to buy food; 21 and when we 
arrived at the inn [after leaving here], we opened our sacks and there was each man’s 
money [with which he had paid for grain], in full, returned in the mouth of his sack. So we 
have brought it back [this time]. 22 We have also brought down with us additional money 
to buy food; we do not know who put our money [back] in our sacks [last time].” 23 But 
the steward [encouraged them and] said, “Peace be to you, do not be afraid; your God 
and the God of your father has [miraculously] given you treasure in your sacks. I 
[already] had your money [which you paid to us].” Then he brought Simeon out to them.  

A. How did the money get into the sacks?  
B. Joseph instructed his servants to replace the money and likely told his household 

manager to explain it with this response.  
C. Note that the household manager credited their God, not some Egyptian deity. 

 
 
24 Then the steward brought the men into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and they 
washed [the dust off] their feet; and he gave their donkeys feed. 25 So they prepared the 
present [of tribute] for Joseph before his arrival at noon; for they had heard that they 
were to eat a meal there. 26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him 
the present [of tribute] which they had with them and bowed to the ground before him. 27 
He asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your old father well, of whom you 
spoke? Is he still alive?” 28 And they answered, “Your servant our father is in good 
health; he is still alive.” And they bowed down [their heads before Joseph] in respect. 29 
And he looked up and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s [only other] son, and said, 
“Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke to me?” And Joseph said, “God be 
gracious to you and show you favor, my son.” 30 Then Joseph hurried out [of the room] 
because his heart was deeply touched over his brother, and he sought privacy to weep; 
so he entered his chamber and wept there. 31 Then he washed his face and came out, 
and, restraining himself, said, “Let the meal be served.” 32 So the servants served Joseph 
by himself [in honor of his rank], and his brothers by themselves, and the Egyptians who 
ate with him by themselves, because [according to custom] the Egyptians could not eat 
food with the Hebrews, for that is loathsome to the Egyptians.  

A. Why did Joseph eat by himself?  
B. He was following the laws of Egypt’s caste system.  
C. Egyptians considered themselves highly intelligent and sophisticated.  
D. They looked upon shepherds and nomads as uncultured and even vulgar.  
E. As a Hebrew, Joseph could not eat with Egyptians even though he outranked them.  



F. As foreigners and shepherds, his brothers were lower in rank than any Egyptian citizens, 
so they had to eat separately too. 

 
33 Now Joseph’s brothers were seated [by the steward] before him [in the order of their 
birth]—the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth; 
and the men looked at one another in astonishment [because so much was known about 
them]. 34 Joseph selected and sent portions to them from his own table, but Benjamin’s 
portion was five times as much as any of theirs. So they feasted and drank freely and 
celebrated with him. 

A. Josephs table had enough for him, his brothers and giving Benjamin 5 times as much 
B. I believe this is where Psalms 23, speak, he prepares a table in the presence of your 

enemies 
Psalms 23:4-6 (AMP) 
4 Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil, for You are with me; your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they 
comfort and console me.5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies. You have anointed and refreshed my head with oil; my cup overflows.6 

Surely goodness and mercy and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell forever [throughout all my days] in the house and in the 
presence of the Lord. 
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