
Bible Study September 30, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week covered the come up.  This week it’s time to trust God’s Plan and Purpose. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 

RESULT OF THE FAMINE 

Genesis 47:20-31 (AMP) 
20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every Egyptian sold his field 
because the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh’s. 21 And as for 
the people, he relocated them [temporarily] to cities from one end of Egypt’s border to 
the other. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an allotment 
from Pharaoh, and they lived on the amount which Pharaoh gave them, so they did not 
sell their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Look, today I have bought you and 
your land for Pharaoh; now, here is seed for you, and you shall plant the land. 24 At 
harvest time [when you reap the increase] you shall give one-fifth of it to Pharaoh, and 
four-fifths will be your own to use for seed for the field and as food for you and those of 
your households and for your little ones.”  

A. Taxes 
25 And they said, “You have saved our lives! Let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and 
we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt—valid 
to this day—that Pharaoh should have the fifth part [of the crops]; only the land of the 
priests did not become Pharaoh’s.27 Now [the people of] Israel lived in the country of 
Egypt, in [the land of] Goshen, and they gained possessions and acquired property there 
and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen 
years; so the length of Jacob’s life was a hundred and forty-seven years. 
29 And when the time drew near for Israel to die, he called his son Joseph and said to 
him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, please put your hand under my thigh and 
[promise to] deal loyally and faithfully with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but 
when I lie down with my fathers [in death], you will carry me out of Egypt and bury me in 
their burial place [at Hebron in the cave of Machpelah].” And Joseph said, “I will do as 
you have directed.” 31 Then he said, “Swear to me [that you will do it].” So he swore to 
him. Then Israel (Jacob) bowed in worship at the head of the bed. 
 

A. Jacob had Joseph promise to bury him in his homeland. 
B. We see in biblical times the Patriarchs /fathers /leaders had an obligation to leave their 

house in order 
C.  We should also leave our house in order 



D. We should make our funeral arrangements known and our wishes clear 
E. We should all have life insurance and a will 
F. Few things were written in this culture, so a person’s word carried as much force as a 

written contract does today.  
G. People today seem to find it easy to say, “I didn’t mean that.” 
H. God’s people, however, are to speak the truth and live the truth. 
I. Let your words be as binding as a written contract. 

 
Matthew 5:37 (AMP) 
37 But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’ [a firm yes or no]; anything more 
than that comes from the evil one. 

 
Israel’s Last Days 
Genesis 48:1-14 (AMP) 
1 Now some time after these things happened, Joseph was told, “Your father is sick.” So 
he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim with him [to go to Goshen]. 

A. Life is short the Bible says life is but a vapor. 
B. I made the mistake of not going to my father when he was sick. 
C. They said he had the flu, the next time I heard he was dead. 
D. I live with regret but not changing my schedule go see my father. 

 
2 And when Jacob (Israel) was told, “Look now, your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel 
strengthened himself and sat up on the bed. 3 Then Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty 
appeared to me at Luz (Bethel) in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 

A. Heb El Shaddai. 

  
4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and numerous, and I will make you a 
great company of people, and will give this land to your descendants after you as an 
everlasting possession.’  5 Now your two sons [Ephraim and Manasseh], who were born 
to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and 
Manasseh shall be mine [that is, adopted as my heirs and sons as surely], as Reuben and 
Simeon are my sons.  

A. This act of adoption effectively gave Joseph the birthright and a double allotment of the 
territory of the promised land when it was apportioned by Joshua (Josh 16; 17). 

B. The second son, Ephraim, was named before his older brother because Jacob planned 
to give him the primary blessing. 

C. Jacob is giving him the blessing 
D. I’m conferring my rights and privileges to you son 
E. I’m speaking a word over your life 



F. The best way to predict your future is to speak it 
 Proverbs 18:21 (AMP) 
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it and indulge 
it will eat its fruit and bear the consequences of their words. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:13 (AMP) 
3 Yet we have the same spirit of faith as he had, who wrote in Scripture, “I 
believed, therefore I spoke.” We also believe, therefore we also speak, 
 
Job 22:28 (AMP) 
28 “You will also decide and decree a thing, and it will be established for you; 
And the light [of God’s favor] will shine upon your ways. 

 
Psalm 45:1 (AMP) 
1 My heart overflows with a good theme; I address my psalm to the King. My 
tongue is like the pen of a skillful writer. 

 
6 But other sons who were born to you after them shall be your own; they shall be called 
by the names of their [two] brothers in their inheritance. 7 Now as for me, when I came 
from Paddan [in Mesopotamia], Rachel died beside me in the land of Canaan on the 
journey, when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on 
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 
8 When Israel [who was almost blind] saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9 
Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here [in Egypt].” 
So he said, “Please bring them to me, so that I may bless them.” 10 Now Israel’s eyes 
were so dim from age that he could not see [clearly]. Then Joseph brought them close to 
him, and he kissed and embraced them. 11 Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see 
your face, but see, God has shown me your children as well.”  

A. When Joseph became a slave, Jacob thought he was dead and wept in despair (37:33-
35).  

B. But eventually God’s plan allowed Jacob to not only regain his son but also gain 
grandchildren.  

C. Circumstances are never so bad that they are beyond God’s help. 
D. Jacob regained his son. Job got a new family (Job 42:10-17). 
E. In the New Testament, Mary and Martha even regained their brother, Lazarus, who had 

died (John 11:1-44).  
F. We need never despair because we belong to a loving God.  
G. We don’t yet know what good he may bring out of a seemingly hopeless situation. 

 
12 Then Joseph took the boys [from his father’s embrace], and he bowed [before him] 
with his face to the ground. 13 Then Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand 
toward Israel’s left, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right, and brought 
them close to him. 14 But Israel reached out his right hand and laid it on the head of 
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Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, crossing his 
hands [intentionally], even though Manasseh was the firstborn.  
 

A. God often works in unexpected ways.  
B. When he chooses people to fulfill his plans, he always goes deeper than appearance, 

tradition, or position.  
C. He sometimes surprises us by choosing the less obvious person, at least by human 

reasoning.  
D. God can use you to carry out his plans, even if you don’t think you have all the 

qualifications. 
E. God acts independently of priority based on birth order when He chooses men.  
F. He too “crossed His hands” in the case of Seth whom He chose over Cain; of Shem over 

Japheth; of Isaac over Ishmael; of Jacob over Esau; of Judah and Joseph over Reuben; 
of Moses over Aaron; and of David over all his brothers. 

 
1 Samuel 16:7 (AMP) 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees; for 
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 
15 Then Jacob (Israel) blessed Joseph, and said, “The God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked [in faithful obedience], The God who has been my Shepherd 
[leading and caring for me] all my life to this day, The Angel [that is, the Lord Himself] 
who has redeemed me [continually] from all evil, 

Bless the boys; 
And may my name live on in them [may they be worthy of having their names linked 
with mine], 
And the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
And may they grow into a [great] multitude in the midst of the earth.” 

A. Throughout his life, Jacob spoke of God as his shepherd.  
B. In his old age, he could clearly see his dependence upon God.  
C. This marks a total attitude change from that of his scheming and dishonest youth.  
D. To develop an attitude like Jacob’s, let God shepherd you as you trust in his provision 

and care.  
E. When people chase after what they want with no thought of God, they are willing to do 

anything, even what is wrong, in order to get it.  
F. Instead, we should trust God and realize that his gifts and blessings are far better. 

  
17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on Ephraim’s head, it displeased 
him [because he was not the firstborn]; and he grasped his father’s hand to move it 
from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my 
father, for this is the firstborn; place your right hand on Manasseh’s head.” 19 But his 



father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know; Manasseh also will become a people 
and he will be great; but his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his 
descendants shall become a multitude of nations.”  

A. Jacob gave Ephraim, instead of his older brother, Manasseh, the greater blessing.  
B. When Joseph objected, Jacob refused to listen because God had told him that Ephraim 

would become greater.  
C. This prophecy begins to be fulfilled during the time of the judges, as the tribe of Ephraim 

increased in prominence and became the head of the northern ten tribes.  
D. Joshua, whom Israel regarded as their ruler, was an Ephraimite. The ark of the covenant 

was placed in Shiloh in the territory of Ephraim, which also increased the tribe’s prestige.  
E. By its fulfillment, Jacob’s prophecy proved to be divinely inspired. 

 
20 Then Jacob blessed them that day, saying, 

“By you Israel will pronounce a blessing, saying, 
‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’” 

And he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about 
to die, but God will be with you, and bring you back to [Canaan] the land of your fathers. 
22 Moreover, I have given you [the birthright,] one portion [Shechem, one mountain ridge] 
more than any of your brothers, which I took [reclaiming it] from the hand of the Amorites 
with my sword and with my bow.” 

A. Jacob was giving these young boys land occupied by the Philistines and Canaanites.  
• His gift became reality when the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh occupied 

the east and west sides of the Jordan River (Joshua 16–17). 
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