
Bible Study September 2, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we gained some practical tips from Josephs business style. This week let’s 
see how he dealt with his brothers. 
 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
MAIN TEXT: Genesis 42:1-28 (AMP) 
Joseph’s Brothers Sent to Egypt 
1 Now when Jacob (Israel) learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, 
“Why are you staring at one another [in bewilderment and not taking action]?” 2 He said, 
“I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down there and buy [some] grain for us, so 
that we may live and not die [of starvation].”  

A. Now for those of you who do not know or have forgotten, Jacob is Joseph father who was 
heartbroken when his brothers told him that Joseph was dead 

B. Why was grain so valuable in those days? As a food source it was universal and used in 
nearly everything eaten. It could be dried and stored much longer than vegetables, milk 
products, or meat. It was so important that it was even used as money. 

C. I love how Jacob tells his sons to take action, do something 
D. Change begins with you, if you want something different, you must do something different 
E. This reminds of the story of the leapers in 2 Kings 7 

 
2 Kings 7:4 (AMP) 
4 If we say, ‘We will enter the city’—then the famine is in the city and we will die there; 
and if we sit still here, we will also die. So now come, let us go over to the camp of the 
Arameans (Syrians). If they let us live, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

  
 

3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not 
send Benjamin, Joseph’s [younger] brother, with his brothers, for he said, “I am afraid 
that some harm or injury may come to him.”  

A. Jacob was especially fond of Benjamin because he was Joseph’s only full brother and—
as far as Jacob knew—the only surviving son of his beloved wife, Rachel.  

B. Benjamin was also Jacob’s youngest son and a child of his old age. 
C. Fear will always limit you 
D. Our past often in prisons our future 

  



5 So the sons of Israel came [to Egypt] to buy grain along with the others who were 
coming, for famine was in the land of Canaan also. 6 Now Joseph was the ruler over the 
land, and he was the one who sold [grain] to all the people of the land; and Joseph’s 
[half] brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the ground. When 
Joseph saw his brothers he recognized them, but [hiding his identity] he treated them as 
strangers and spoke harshly to them. He said to them, “Where have you come from?” 
And they said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 

A. Joseph could have revealed his identity to his brothers at once.  
B. But in Joseph’s last memory of them, they were looking on as slave traders carried him 

away.  
C. Were his brothers still evil and treacherous, or had they changed over the years?  
D. Joseph decided to put them through a few tests to find out. 
E. I remembered someone doing some really hurtful things to me, and then they came to 

me for help, but didn’t remember me from when I was small in the eyes of people.  I 
never brought it up, and just tried to help 

F. Don’t retaliate, it shows them they hurt you 
 
 

8 Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 Joseph remembered 
the dreams he had dreamed about them, and said to them, “You are spies; you have 
come [with a malicious purpose] to observe the undefended parts of our land.”  

A. Joseph remembered his dreams about his brothers bowing down to him (37:6-9).  
B. Those dreams were coming true! As a young boy, Joseph had eagerly, if not boastfully, 

shared his dreams.  
C. As a man, he had the opportunity to flaunt his superior status but chose not to take 

advantage of it.  
D. He did not feel the need to say, “I told you so.”  
E. It was not yet time to reveal his identity, so he kept quiet.  
F. Sometimes it is best to remain quiet, even when we would like to have the last word. 

 
Genesis 37:5-8 (AMP) 
5 Now Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brothers, and they hated him even 
more. 6 He said to them, “Please listen to [the details of] this dream which I have 
dreamed; 7 we [brothers] were binding sheaves [of grain stalks] in the field, and lo, my 
sheaf [suddenly] got up and stood upright and remained standing; and behold, your 
sheaves stood all around my sheaf and bowed down [in respect].” 8 His brothers said to 
him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Are you really going to rule and govern us 
as your subjects?” So they hated him even more for [telling them about] his dreams and 
for his [arrogant] words. 

 
10 But they said to him, “No, my lord, for your servants have [only] come to buy food. 11 
We are all the sons of one man; we are honest men, your servants are not spies.” 12 Yet 
he said to them, “No, you have come to see the undefended parts of our land.” 13 But 
they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers [in all], the sons of one man in the land of 



Canaan; please listen: the youngest is with our father today, and one is no longer alive.” 
14 Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you, you are spies. 15 In this way you shall be 
tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother 
comes here!  

A. Joseph was testing his brothers to make sure they had not been as cruel to Benjamin as 
they had been to him.  

B. Benjamin was his only full brother, and he wanted to see him face-to-face. 
C. Blended family issues 

 
 
16 Send one of you [back home], and let him bring your brother [here], while [the rest of] 
you remain confined, so that your words may be tested, [to see] whether there is any 
truth in you [and your story]; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, certainly you are spies.” 17 
Then Joseph put them all in prison for three days.18 Now Joseph said to them on the third 
day, “Do this and [you may] live, for I fear God: 19 if you are honest men, let one of your 
brothers be confined in your [place here in] prison; but as for the rest of you, go, carry 
grain for the famine in your households, 20 but bring your youngest brother to me, so 
your words will be verified and you will not die.” And they did so. 21 And they said to one 
another, “Truly we are guilty regarding our brother [Joseph], because we saw the 
distress and anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us [to let him go], yet we would 
not listen [to his cry]; so this distress and anguish has come on us.” 22 Reuben answered 
them, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you would not listen? Now the 
accounting for his blood is required [of us for we are guilty of his death].”  

A. Reuben couldn’t resist saying, “I told you so.”  
B. He thought he and his brothers were being punished by God for what they had done to 

Joseph.  
C. Apparently, the intervening years had not lessened their feelings of guilt.  
D. Selling Joseph into slavery amounted to murder in their minds, for they surely never 

expected to see him alive again. 
E. R Zaccharias — 'Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you 

want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.' 
F. Choices, Decisions, and Consequences 

 
 
23 They did not know that Joseph understood [their conversation], because he spoke to 
them through an interpreter. 24 He turned away from his brothers and [left the room and] 
wept; then he returned and talked with them, and took Simeon from them and bound him 
in front of them [to be kept as a hostage in Egypt]. 25 Then Joseph gave orders [privately] 
that their bags be filled with grain, and that every man’s money [used to pay for the grain] 
be put back in his sack, and that provisions be given to them for the journey. And so this 
was done for them. 26 They loaded their donkeys with grain and left from there. 27 And at 
the lodging place, as one of them opened his sack to feed his donkey, he saw his money 
in the opening of his sack. 28 And he said to his brothers, “My money has been returned! 
Here it is in my sack!” And their hearts sank, and they were afraid and turned trembling 
to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done to us?” 
 



Things to take away from how Joseph responded to his brothers 
A. Gathering Information before revelation 

 
Proverbs 12:23 (AMP) 
23 A shrewd man is reluctant to display his knowledge [until the proper time], But the 
heart of [over-confident] fools proclaims foolishness. 
 
Proverbs 13:16 (AMP) 
16 Every prudent and self-disciplined man acts with knowledge, But a [closed-
minded] fool [who refuses to learn] displays his foolishness [for all to see].  CDC 
 
Proverbs 14:8 (AMP) 
8 The wisdom of the sensible is to understand his way, But the foolishness of 
[shortsighted] fools is deceit. 
 
Proverbs 22:3 (AMP) 
3 A prudent and far-sighted person sees the evil [of sin] and hides himself [from it], 
But the naive continue on and are punished [by suffering the consequences of sin]. 
 
Proverbs 27:12 (AMP) 
12 A prudent man sees evil and hides himself and avoids it, But the naive [who are 
easily misled] continue on and are punished [by suffering the consequences of sin]. 
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