
Bible Study September 23, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week covered the power of a changed heart.  This week it’s time for the come up. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
THE COME UP 
 
Genesis 45:16-28 (AMP) 
16 When the news was heard in Pharaoh’s house that Joseph’s brothers had come, it 
pleased Pharaoh and his servants. 17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, 
‘Do this: load your animals and return to the land of Canaan [without delay], 18 and get 
your father and your households and come to me. I will give you the best of the land of 
Egypt and you will eat the fat (the finest produce) of the land.’  

A. Pharoah is telling them the struggle is over 
B. You will not have to worry about land 
C. You will not have to worry about food 
D. One moment of favor is better than a lifetime of labor 

 
19 Now you [brothers of Joseph] are ordered [by Pharaoh], ‘Do this: take wagons from the 
land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father and come. 20 
Do not be concerned with your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 

A. The taken of wagons is like a limousine service in those times 
B. Leave your junk behind…It will not compare to what I am giving you 
C. Joseph had been rejected, kidnapped, enslaved, and imprisoned.  
D. Although his brothers had been unfaithful to him, he graciously forgave them and shared 

his prosperity.  
E. Joseph is one of the clearly Christlike heroes of the Old Testament.  
F. He demonstrated how God forgives us and showers us with goodness even though we 

have sinned against him.  
G. The same forgiveness and blessings are ours if we ask for them. 
H. The blessed number 2 
I. So, many people are struggling because they cannot submit 
J. You don’t have to have it, but you can be connected to the right people who have it 

 
21 Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them wagons according to the 
command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. 22 To each of them 
Joseph gave changes of clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver 
and five changes of clothing.  



A. You reap what you sow 
B. Be careful who you step on, on the way up, you may have to see them again on your way 

down 
Matthew 6:31-32 (AMP) 
31 Therefore do not worry or be anxious (perpetually uneasy, distracted), saying, 
‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going 
to wear?’ 32 For the [pagan] Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; [but do not 
worry,] for your heavenly Father knows that you need them.   

 
 
23 To his father he sent the following: ten male donkeys loaded with the good things of 
Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and provision for his father 
[to supply all who were with him] on the journey. 24 So he sent his brothers away, and as 
they departed, he said to them, “See that you do not quarrel on the journey [about how to 
explain this to our father].” 25 So they went up from Egypt, and came to the land of 
Canaan to Jacob their father, 26 and they said to him, “Joseph is still alive, and indeed he 
is ruler over all the land of Egypt.” But Jacob was stunned and his heart almost stopped 
beating, because he did not believe them. 27 When they told him everything that Joseph 
had said to them, and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the 
spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 And Israel (Jacob) said, “It is enough! Joseph my 
son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 
  

A. Jacob needed some evidence before he could believe the incredible news that Joseph 
was alive.  

B. Similarly, Thomas refused to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead until he could 
see and touch him (John 20:25). 

C. It is hard to change what you believe without all the facts—and sometimes even with the 
facts.  

D. Good news can be difficult to believe.  
E. But don’t ever give up hope that God has a wonderful future in store for you. 

  
  
Genesis 46:1-2 (AMP) 
1 So Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beersheba [where both his father and 
grandfather had worshiped God], and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 
And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, 
“Here I am.”  

A. Sacrifices open access doors to God 
B. Don’t come before me empty handed 
C. Solomon offered a 1000 sacrifices and God spoke to him 

 
1 Kings 3:3-5 (AMP) 
3 Solomon loved the Lord and followed all the decrees of his father, David, except 
that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and burned incense at the local places of 
worship. 4 The most important of these places of worship was at Gibeon, so the 
king went there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings. 5 That night the Lord appeared 

http://localhost:5002/NLT/43-John-020.001-020.031_NLT.xhtml#vs-John.20.25


to Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to 
you!”  
 
Malachi 3:10 (AMP) 
10 Bring all the tithes (the tenth) into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 
My house, and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you [so great] a blessing until there is 
no more room to receive it. 

 
 
Genesis 46:3-7, 27-34 (AMP) 
3 And He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, 
for I will make you (your descendants) a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to 
Egypt, and I will also surely bring you (your people) up again; and Joseph will put his 
hand on your eyes [to close them at the time of your death].” 

A. The Israelites did become a great nation, and Jacob’s descendants eventually returned to 
Canaan.  

B. The book of Exodus recounts the story of Israel’s slavery in Egypt for 400 years (fulfilling 
God’s words to Abraham in 15:13-16), and the book of Joshua gives an exciting account 
of the Israelites entering and conquering Canaan, the Promised Land. 

C. God told Jacob to leave his home and travel to a strange and faraway land.  
D. But God reassured him by promising to go with him and take care of him.  
E. When new situations or surroundings frighten you, recognize that experiencing fear is 

normal.  
F. To be paralyzed by fear, however, is an indication that you question God’s ability to take 

care of you. 
G. Jacob never returned to Canaan.  
H. This was a promise to his descendants that they would return.  
I. “Joseph will be with you to close your eyes” refers to Joseph being at Jacob’s side and 

attending to him at his death.  
J. It was God’s promise to Jacob that he would never know the pain of being separated 

from loved ones again. 
 
5 So Jacob set out from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob and 
their children and their wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 And 
they took their livestock and the possessions which they had acquired in the land of 
Canaan and came to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him. 7 His sons and his 
grandsons, his daughters and his granddaughters, and all his descendants he brought 
with him to Egypt. 
 
Jump down to verse 27 
27 and the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of 
the house of Jacob [including Jacob, and Joseph and his sons], who came into Egypt, 
were seventy.28 Now Jacob (Israel) sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to direct him to 
Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and 
went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen; as soon as he presented himself before him 
(authenticating his identity), he fell on his [father’s] neck and wept on his neck a [very] 
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long time. 30 And Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die [in peace], since I have seen your 
face [and know] that you are still alive.” 31 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s 
household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s 
household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32 and the men are 
shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock; and they have brought their flocks 
and their herds and all that they have.’ 33 And it shall be that when Pharaoh calls you and 
says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of 
livestock from our youth until now, both we and our fathers [before us],’ in order that you 
may live [separately and securely] in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is repulsive 
to the Egyptians.” 

A. Jacob moved his whole family to Egypt, but they wanted to live apart from the Egyptians, 
in part to help keep their identity as God’s chosen people intact.  

B. To ensure this, Joseph told them to let Pharaoh know they were shepherds. 
C. Although Pharaoh may have been sympathetic to shepherds, the culture would not allow 

the Egyptians to willingly accept shepherds among them.  
D. The strategy worked, and Jacob’s family was able to benefit from Pharaoh’s generosity 

as well as from the Egyptians’ prejudice. 
 
 
Genesis 47:1-12 (AMP) 
1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with their flocks and 
their herds and all that they own, have come from the land of Canaan, and they are in the 
land of Goshen.” 2 He took five men from among his brothers and presented them to 
Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said to his brothers [as Joseph expected], “What is your 
occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, both we and our 
fathers [before us].” 4 Moreover, they said to Pharaoh, “We have come to live temporarily 
(sojourn) in the land [of Egypt], for there is no pasture for the flocks of your servants [in 
our land], for the famine is very severe in Canaan. So now, please let your servants live in 
the land of Goshen.” 5 Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your 
brothers have come to you. 6 The land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your 
brothers in the best of the land. Let them live in the land of Goshen; and if you know of 
any men of ability among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 

A. Joseph’s faithfulness affected his entire family.  
B. When he was in the pit and in prison, Joseph must have wondered about his future.  
C. Instead of despairing, he faithfully obeyed God and did what was right.  
D. Here we see one of the exciting results.  
E. We may not always see the effects of our faith, but we can be sure that God honors 

faithfulness. 
 
7 Then Joseph brought Jacob (Israel) his father and presented him before Pharaoh; and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh asked Jacob, “How old are you?” 9 Jacob said to 
Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. Few and unpleasant have 
been the years of my life, and they have not reached the years that my fathers lived 
during the days of their pilgrimage.” 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and departed from 
his presence. 11 So Joseph settled his father and brothers and gave them a possession in 
Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses (Goshen), as Pharaoh commanded. 



12 Joseph provided and supplied his father and his brothers and all his father’s 
household with food, according to [the needs of] their children. 

A. Joseph supplied all their needs in spite of the famine 
 
KEY TAKEAWAYS 

#1 - Proverbs 3:5-6 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart, And do not rely on 
your own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and 
recognize Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing 
obstacles that block your way]. 
 
#2 - Psalm 23:1-6 (AMP) 
1The Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, to guide and to shield me], I shall not want.2 He 
lets me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still and quiet waters. 3 
He refreshes and restores my soul (life); He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your 
staff [to guide], they comfort and console me.5 You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. You have anointed and refreshed my head with oil; My 
cup overflows.6 Surely goodness and mercy and unfailing love shall follow me all 
the days of my life, And I shall dwell forever [throughout all my days] in the house 
and in the presence of the Lord. 

 
#3 - Philippians 4:19 (AMP) 
19 And my God will liberally supply (fill until full) your every need according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
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