
Bible Study September 16, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we finished with the food has run out again, and their father asks them to 
make another run.  This week let’s learn about a changed heart. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Genesis 44:1-34 (AMP) 
The Brothers Are Brought Back 
1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, 
as much as they can carry, and put every man’s [grain] money in the mouth of the sack. 2 
Put my [personal] cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, with his 
grain money.” And the steward did as Joseph had told him.  

A. Some may ask why did he place his cup in his younger brother’s sack? 
B. I believe that Joseph was still testing the sincerity of his brothers 

 
3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys. 4 
When they had left the city, and were not yet far away, Joseph said to his steward, “Get 
up, follow after the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid 
evil [to us] for good [paid to you]? 5 Is this not my lord’s drinking cup and the one which 
he uses for divination? You have done [a great and unforgivable] wrong in doing this.’” 
6 So the steward overtook them and he said these words to them. 7 They said to him, 
“Why does my lord speak these things? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 8 
Please remember, the money which we found in the mouths of our sacks we have 
brought back to you from the land of Canaan. Is it likely then that we would steal silver or 
gold from your master’s house? 9 With whomever of your servants your master’s cup is 
found, let him die, and the rest of us will be my lord’s slaves.” 10 And the steward said, 
“Now let it be as you say; he with whom the cup is found will be my slave, but the rest of 
you shall be blameless.” 11 Then every man quickly lowered his sack to the ground and 
each man opened his sack [confident the cup would not be found among them]. 12 The 
steward searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest, and the cup 
was found in Benjamin’s sack.  

A. Benjamin is the youngest and the one the father didn’t want to let go 
B. Benjamin was Josephs full brother 
C. Benjamin was Jacob’s last child and was attached to his hurt 

 
13 Then they tore their clothes [in grief]; and after each man had loaded his donkey again, 
they returned to the city.14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was 
still there; and they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph spoke harshly to them, “What 
is this thing that you have done? Do you not realize that such a man as I can indeed 



practice divination and foretell [everything you do without outside knowledge of it]?” 16 
So Judah said, “What can we say to my lord? What can we reply? Or how can we clear 
ourselves, since God has exposed the sin and guilt of your servants? Behold, we are my 
lord’s slaves, the rest of us as well as he with whom the cup is found.” 

A. Notice again he speaks up for the brothers 
B. Judah is consistent with his voice 
C. Judah commits his brothers to be the slave 

 
17 But Joseph said, “Far be it from me that I should do that; but the man in whose hand 
the cup has been found, he will be my servant; and as for [the rest of] you, get up and go 
in peace to your father.” 

A. When Judah was younger, he had shown no regard for his brother Joseph or his father, 
Jacob. 

B. But what a change had taken place in Judah! 
C. The man who had sold one favored little brother into slavery now offered to become a 

slave himself to save another favored little brother. 
D. He was so concerned for his father and younger brother that he was willing to die for 

them.  
E. When you are ready to give up hope on yourself or someone else, remember that God 

can work a complete change in even the most selfish personality. 
F. A changed heart leads to changed actions 
G. You learn about a person heart based on the M and M’s = Their Money and their 

Mouth 
Matthew 6:21 (AMP) 
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart [your wishes, your desires; that on 
which your life centers] will be also. 
 
Luke 6:45 (AMP) 
45 The [intrinsically] good man produces what is good and honorable and moral 
out of the good treasure [stored] in his heart; and the [intrinsically] evil man 
produces what is wicked and depraved out of the evil [in his heart]; for his 
mouth speaks from the overflow of his heart. 

 
18 Then Judah approached him, and said, “O my lord, please let your servant say a word 
to you in private, and do not let your anger blaze against your servant, for you are equal 
to Pharaoh [so I speak as if directly to him].  

A. Judah finally could take no more and stepped forward to plead their case.  
B. This was risky because Joseph could have had him killed.  
C. But Judah courageously defended himself and his brothers and pleaded for mercy.  
D. And he offered to put himself in Benjamin’s place.  
E. At times we should be silent, but at times we should speak up, even if there could be 

serious repercussions.  



F. When faced with a situation that needs a strong voice and courageous action, remember 
Judah and speak up. 

 
19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’ 20 We said to my 
lord, ‘We have an old father and a young [brother, Benjamin, the] child of his old age. 
Now his brother [Joseph] is dead, and he alone is left of [the two sons born of] his 
mother, and his father loves him.’ 21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to 
me that I may actually see him.’ 22 But we said to my lord, ‘The young man cannot leave 
his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 23 You said to your 
servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes with you, you shall not see my face 
again.’ 24 So when we went back to your servant my father, we told him what my lord had 
said. 25 Our father said, ‘Go back [to Egypt], and buy us a little food.’ 26 But we said, ‘We 
cannot go down [to Egypt]. If our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down 
[there]; for we [were sternly told that we] cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest 
brother is with us.’ 27 Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife [Rachel] 
bore me [only] two sons. 28 And one [son] went out from me, and I said, “Surely he is torn 
to pieces,” and I have not seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from me, and harm 
or an accident happens to him, you will bring my gray hair down to Sheol in sorrow.’ 30 
Now, therefore, when I come to your servant my father, and the young man is not with us, 
since his life is bound up in the young man’s life, 31 when he sees that the young man is 
not with us, he will die; and your servants will bring the gray hair of your servant our 
father down to Sheol in [great] sorrow. 32 For your servant became security for the young 
man to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then let me bear the blame 
before my father forever.’  

A. Judah had promised Jacob that he would guarantee young Benjamin’s safety (43:9).  
B. Security means to guarantee something 
C. Now Judah had a chance to keep that promise.  
D. Becoming a slave was a terrible fate, but Judah was determined to keep his word to his 

father.  
E. He showed great courage in carrying out his promise.  
F. Accepting a responsibility means carrying it out with determination and courage, 

regardless of the personal sacrifice. 
 
33 Now, therefore, please let your servant (Judah) remain here instead of the youth [to be] 
a slave to my lord, and let the young man go home with his brothers.  

A. Joseph wanted to see if his brothers’ attitudes had changed for the better, so he cleverly 
tested the way they treated each other.  

B. Judah, the brother who had stepped forward with the plan to sell Joseph (37:27), now 
stepped forward to take Benjamin’s punishment so that Benjamin could return to their 
father.  

C. This courageous act convinced Joseph that his brothers had dramatically changed for the 
better. 

 

http://localhost:5001/NLT/01-Gen-043.001-043.034_NLT.xhtml#vs-Gen.43.9
http://localhost:5001/NLT/01-Gen-037.001-037.036_NLT.xhtml#vs-Gen.37.27


34 How can I go up to my father if the young man is not with me—for fear that I would see 
the tragedy that would overtake my [elderly] father [if Benjamin does not return]?” 
 
Genesis 45:1-8 (AMP) 
1 Then Joseph could not control himself [any longer] in front of all those who attended 
him, and he called out, “Have everyone leave me.” So no man stood there when 
Joseph revealed himself to his brothers. 2 Joseph wept aloud, and the Egyptians [who 
had just left him] heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard of it. 3 Then Joseph 
said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were 
speechless, for they were stunned and dismayed by [the fact that they were in] 
Joseph’s presence. 4 And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” 
And they approached him. And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5 Now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, 
for God sent me ahead of you to save life and preserve our family. 6 For the famine has 
been in the land these two years, and there are still five more years in which there will 
be no plowing and harvesting. 7 God sent me [to Egypt] ahead of you to preserve for 
you a remnant on the earth, and to keep you alive by a great escape. 8 So now it was 
not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord 
of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  

A. Although Joseph’s brothers had wanted to get rid of him, God used even their evil actions 
to fulfill his ultimate plan.  

B. He had sent Joseph ahead to preserve their lives, save Egypt, and prepare the way for 
the beginning of the nation of Israel.  

C. God is sovereign.  
D. His plans are not dictated by human actions.  
E. When others intend evil toward you, remember Joseph’s words to his brothers: “You 

intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good.  
F. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people” (50:20). 
G. Things to think about: 

  
Psalm 37:23 Amp 
23 The steps of a [good and righteous] man are directed and established by the 
Lord, And He delights in his way [and blesses his path]. 

  
Jeremiah 29:11 (MSG) 
10-11 This is God’s Word on the subject: “As soon as Babylon’s seventy years are 
up and not a day before, I’ll show up and take care of you as I promised and bring 
you back home. I know what I’m doing. I have it all planned out—plans to take care 
of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you hope for. 

 
Proverbs 3:5-7 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on 
your own insight or understanding.6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and 
recognize Him, and He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing 
obstacles that block your way]. 
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