
Bible Study August 5, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered Genesis 40 – Trusting God regardless of the situation.  This 
week Joseph gets a promotion from Pharaoh. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Main Text: Genesis 41:1-45 (AMP) 
Pharaoh’s Dream 
1 Now it happened at the end of two full years that Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing 
by the Nile.  
 

A. Two more years passed until Joseph gained an opportunity for release from his misery in 
prison.  

B. If you remember Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him if things went well with 
him and they did. 

C. Pharaoh had begun to have disturbing dreams, and the chief cupbearer remembered the 
skill of the young Hebrew in prison. 

 
2 And lo, there came up out of the Nile seven [healthy] cows, sleek and handsome and fat; 
and they grazed in the reed grass [in a marshy pasture]. 3 Then behold, seven other cows 
came up after them out of the Nile, ugly and gaunt and raw-boned, and stood by the fat 
cows on the bank of the Nile. 4 Then the ugly and gaunt and raw-boned cows ate up the 
seven sleek and fat cows. Then Pharaoh awoke. 5 Then he fell asleep and dreamed a 
second time; and behold, seven ears of grain came up on a single stalk, plump and good. 
6 Then behold, seven ears [of grain], thin and dried up by the east wind, sprouted after 
them. 7 Then the thin ears swallowed the seven plump and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, 
and it was a dream. 8 So when morning came his spirit was troubled and disturbed and 
he sent and called for all the magicians and all the wise men of Egypt. And Pharaoh told 
them his dreams, but no one could interpret them to him. 9 Then the chief cupbearer 
spoke to Pharaoh, saying, “I would mention my faults today.  
 

A. Magicians and wise men were common in the palaces of ancient rulers.  
B. Their job description included studying sacred arts and sciences, reading the stars, 

interpreting dreams, predicting the future, and performing magic.  
C. These men had power (see Exodus 7:11-12), but their power was satanic.  

 
Exodus 7:11-12 (AMP) 
11 Then Pharaoh called for the wise men [skilled in magic and omens] and the 
sorcerers [skilled in witchcraft], and they also, these magicians (soothsayer-
priests) of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts and enchantments. 12 For 
every [a]man threw down his staff and they turned into serpents; but Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up their staffs. 



  
 

D. They were unable to interpret Pharaoh’s dream, but God revealed its interpretation to 
Joseph. 

E. It is amazing how God has a way of connecting the dots of life 
F. God not only gave Pharaoh a dream but with the dream created an access point for 

Joseph 
G. This is where we see that all things work together for the God - Romans 8:28 

 
Romans 8:28 (AMP) 
28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about 
us] causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His plan and purpose. 

 
 
10 [Two years ago] Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and he put me in confinement in 
the house of the captain of the guard, both me and the chief baker. 11 We dreamed a 
dream on the same night, he and I; each of us dreamed according to [the significance of] 
the interpretation of his own dream. 12 Now there was with us [in the prison] a young 
man, a Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted 
our dreams for us, to each man according to the significance of his own dream. 13 And 
just as he interpreted [the dreams] for us, so it happened; I was restored to my office [as 
chief cupbearer], and the baker was hanged.”14 Then Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, 
and they hurriedly brought him out of the dungeon; and when Joseph shaved himself 
and changed his clothes [making himself presentable], he came to Pharaoh.  
 

A. Our most important opportunities may come when we least expect them.  
B. Joseph was brought hastily from the dungeon and pushed before Pharaoh.  
C. Did he have time to prepare? Yes and no.  
D. He had no warning that he would be suddenly pulled from prison and questioned by the 

king. Yet Joseph was ready for almost anything because of his right relationship with 
God.  

E. It was not Joseph’s knowledge of dreams that helped him interpret their meaning. It was 
his knowledge of God.  

F. Be ready for opportunities by staying close to God.  
G. Then, when he calls you to a task, you’ll be ready. 
H. Your presentation matters - notice Joseph shaved himself 
I. I stopped wearing my beard when I learned that it could reduce trust and reduce my 

sales - Presentation Matters 
J. Joseph changed his clothes 
K. You never get a second chance to make a first impression 

 
 
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have dreamed a dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it; and I have heard it said about you that you can understand a dream and 
interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me [to interpret the dream]; God 
[not I] will give Pharaoh a favorable answer [through me].”  
 

A. Joseph made sure that he gave the credit to God.  
B. We should be careful to do the same.  



C. To take the honor for ourselves is a form of stealing God’s honor.  
D. Don’t be silent when you know you should be giving glory and credit to God. 
E. We may not have the ability, but we all have the availability to be used by God 
F. If we can avail ourselves to God, He can use us in incredible ways 
G. Right now, wherever you are, ask God to use you? 
H. Pharaoh’s dreams about cows and stalks of grain befuddled his most skilled counselors.  
I. Joseph testified to God’s ability to provide interpretations and his own role as merely the 

mediator of this revelation.  
 
17 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream, I was standing on the bank of the Nile; 18 
and seven fat, sleek and handsome cows came up out of the river, and they grazed in the 
reed grass [of a marshy pasture]. 19 Lo, seven other cows came up after them, very ugly 
and gaunt [just skin and bones]; such emaciated animals as I have never seen in all the 
land of Egypt. 20 And the lean and ugly cows ate up the first seven fat cows. 21 Yet when 
they had devoured them, it could not be detected that they had eaten them, because they 
were still as thin and emaciated as before. Then I awoke [but again I fell asleep and 
dreamed]. 22 I saw in my [second] dream, seven ears [of grain], plump and good, growing 
on a single stalk; 23 and lo, seven [other] ears, withered, thin, and scorched by the east 
wind, sprouted after them; 24 and the thin ears devoured the seven good ears. Now I told 
this to the magicians and soothsayers, but there was no one who could explain it [to 
me].” 25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The [two] dreams are one [and the same and have 
one interpretation]; God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 26 The seven good 
cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the [two] dreams are 
one [and the same]. 27 The seven thin and ugly cows that came up after them are seven 
years; and also the seven thin ears, dried up and scorched by the east wind, they are 
seven years of famine and hunger.  
 

A. If you would go back before the pandemic started, I was teaching you that we have had 
over 10 years of growth and that we were due for a shock 

B. I didn’t predict the pandemic, but I did know that we were due an economic downturn 
C. The Bible tells us that there is nothing new under the sun 
D. This verse lets us know that we live in cycles of up and down, and in your up seasons 

you should prepare for your down seasons 
 
28 This is the message just as I have told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what He is 
about to do. 29 Listen very carefully: seven years of great abundance will come 
throughout all the land of Egypt; 30 but afterward seven years of famine and hunger will 
come, and [there will be such desperate need that] all the great abundance [of the 
previous years] will be forgotten in the land of Egypt [as if it never happened], and famine 
and destitution will ravage and destroy the land. 31 So the great abundance will become 
forgotten in the land because of that subsequent famine, for it will be very severe. 32 That 
the dream was repeated twice to Pharaoh [and in two different ways] indicates that this 
matter is fully determined and established by God, and God will bring it to pass very 
quickly.  
 

A. So here is a great clue in dream interpretation, when God repeats something to you, He 
is confirming it to you 

B. And it teaches us that it’s coming quickly 
 



33 So now let Pharaoh [prepare ahead and] look for a man discerning and clear-headed and 
wise, and set him [in charge] over the land of Egypt [as governor under Pharaoh]. 34 Let 
Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers and officials over the land, and set aside one-fifth [of 
the produce] of the [entire] land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance.  
 

A. We all have a responsibility to prepare 
B. Characteristics of a good leader - Discernment, good judgment, Clear-headed, Wise 
C. Set him in charge 
D. No one can make you prepare you have to plan 
E. Famines often reveal poor preparation and or poor decisions  

 
Joseph says we need to save 20% of what we make 

 
We need to save 20% of what we make…We need to save 20% of what we make 

 
Pastor, I can 't save 20% of what I make, reduce your cost 

 
Good model, Give 10%, Save 20%, Live on 70% 

 
35 Let them gather [as a tax] all [of the fifth of] the food of these good years that are 
coming, and store up grain under the direction and authority of Pharaoh, and let them 
guard the food [in fortified granaries] in the cities. 36 That food shall be put [in storage] as 
a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine and hunger which will occur in 
the land of Egypt, so that the land (people) will not be ravaged during the famine.” 
 

A. After interpreting Pharaoh’s dream, Joseph gave the king a survival plan for the next 14 
years. 

B. The only way to prevent starvation was through careful planning; without a famine plan, 
Egypt would have turned from prosperity to ruin.  

C. Many find detailed planning boring and unnecessary.  
D. Budget 
E. But planning is an important responsibility; it’s not optional.  
F. Joseph was able to save a nation by translating what God had revealed about Egypt’s 

future into a practical plan, and then implementing it. 
 
37 Now the plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all of his servants. 
 
Joseph Is Made a Ruler of Egypt 
38 So Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this [a man equal to Joseph], 
in whom is the divine spirit [of God]?”  
 

A. Pharaoh recognized that Joseph was a man filled with God’s Spirit.  
B. You probably won’t get to interpret dreams for a king, but those who know you should be 

able to see God in you through your kind words, merciful acts, and wise advice.  
C. Do your relatives, neighbors, and coworkers see you as a person in whom the Spirit of 

God lives? 
 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since [your] God has shown you all this, there is no 
one as discerning and clear-headed and wise as you are.  



 
A. God’s presence with Joseph was so obvious that Pharaoh promoted Joseph to second-

in-command of Egypt, especially to take charge of preparations for the coming famine 
(Gen. 41:37-45).   

B. God’s word to Abraham was bearing fruit: “I will bless those who bless you…and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3).  

C. Like Joseph, when we confess our own inability to meet the challenges we face and find 
appropriate ways to attribute success to God, we forge a powerful defense against the 
pride that often accompanies public acclaim. 

D. Wisdom leads to promotion 
E. Be a problem solver, not a problem identifier 
F. This is where Holy Spirit becomes invaluable 

 
John 16:12-13 (AMP) 
12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear [to hear] them 
now.13 But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth 
[full and complete truth]. For He will not speak on His own initiative, but He will 
speak whatever He hears [from the Father—the message regarding the Son], and 
He will disclose to you what is to come [in the future]. 
 
If any lacks wisdom, ask God – James 1:6 
 
James 1:5-9 (AMP) 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a decision or circumstance], he 
is to ask of [our benevolent] God, who gives to everyone generously and without 
rebuke or blame, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask [for wisdom] in faith, 
without doubting [God’s willingness to help], for the one who doubts is like a 
billowing surge of the sea that is blown about and tossed by the wind. 7 For such a 
person ought not to think or expect that he will receive anything [at all] from the 
Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable and restless in all his ways [in 
everything he thinks, feels, or decides]. 

  
 
40 You shall have charge over my house, and all my people shall be governed according 
to your word and pay respect [to you with reverence, submission, and obedience]; only 
in [matters of] the throne will I be greater than you [in Egypt].”  
 

A. Joseph rose quickly to the top, from the prison walls to Pharaoh’s palace.  
B. His training for this important position involved being first a slave and then a prisoner.  
C. In each situation he learned the importance of serving God and others.  
D. Whatever your situation, no matter how undesirable, consider it part of your training 

program for serving God. 
E. Production proceeds promotion 
F. Maximize your moments 
G. God allowed him to practice his gift in prison 
H. God may have you practicing your gift 
I. Preparation is never wasted time 

 
41 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you [in charge] over all the land of 
Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s 



hand, and dressed him in [official] vestments of fine linen and put a gold chain around 
his neck. 43 He had him ride in his second chariot; and runners proclaimed before him, 
“[Attention,] bow the knee!” And he set him over all the land of Egypt.  
 

A. Joseph’s promotion brought him significant accoutrements of leadership: a royal signet 
ring and gold chain, fine clothing appropriate to his high office, official transportation, a 
new Egyptian name, and an Egyptian wife from an upper class family (Gen. 41:41-45).  

B. If ever there was a lure to leave his Hebrew heritage behind, this was it.  
C. God helps us deal with failure and defeat, yet we may need his help even more when 

dealing with success.  
a. The text presents several indications of how Joseph handled his promotion in a 

godly way.  
D. Part of this had to do with Joseph’s preparation before his promotion. 
E. Remember Joseph dream of people bowing before him 

 
 
44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Though I am Pharaoh, yet without your permission 
shall no man raise his hand [to do anything] or set his foot [to go anywhere] in all the 
land of Egypt [all classes of people shall submit to your authority].”  
 

Here it is family…Power, Dominion and Authority 
 

The government shall be on your shoulders 
 
 
45 Then Pharaoh named Joseph Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On (Heliopolis in Egypt), as his wife. And Joseph went 
out over all the land of Egypt [to inspect and govern it]. 
 

A. Pharaoh may have been trying to make Joseph more acceptable to the Egyptians by 
giving him an Egyptian name and wife.  

B. He probably wanted to: 
 

1) play down the fact that Joseph was a nomadic shepherd, an occupation disliked by 
the Egyptians;  

2) make Joseph’s name easier for Egyptians to pronounce and remember; and  
3) show how highly he was honored by giving him the daughter of a prominent Egyptian 

official to be his wife. 
 
 
46 Joseph was 30 years old when he became second-in-command in Egypt.  
 

A. At age 17, he had been sold into slavery by his brothers.  
B. Thus, he had spent 13 years as an Egyptian slave and as a prisoner. 
C. The king’s heart is in God’s hands and he can turn anytime he likes 

 
Proverbs 21:21 (AMP) 
21 The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 
whichever way He wishes. 
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