
Bible Study August 26, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered the end of Genesis 47 – Preparation Proceeds Prosperity.  This 
week let’s gain some practical tips from Josephs business style or model. 
 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Joseph’s extraordinary leadership can serve as an example for leaders today, we can derive 
some practical applications from his work: 14 PRACTICAL TIPS THAT WE CAN TAKE FROM 
JOSEPH BUSINESS STYLE OR MODEL 

MAIN TEXT: Applications from Joseph’s Management Experience (Genesis 41:46-57; 
47:13-26) 

1. Become as familiar as possible with the state of affairs as they exist at the 
beginning of your service. 

Proverbs 4:7 (AMP) 
7 “The beginning of wisdom is: Get [skillful and godly] wisdom [it is preeminent]! And 
with all your acquiring, get understanding [actively seek spiritual discernment, mature 
comprehension, and logical interpretation]. 

 
WHY DO I NEED WISDOM? 

1) Wisdom to know and to love God first/foremost and have a relationship with Him 
(Genesis 1:26-27; Deuteronomy 6:5) 

2) Wisdom to discern truth (John 8:32) 
3) Wisdom to do God’s will (Romans 12:2) 
4) Wisdom is the key that unlocks the vault of God’s treasures (Colossians 2:3) 
5) Wisdom to know what to say and when to say it (James 1:5) 
6) Wisdom to raise your children and keep them on the right path (Proverbs 22:6) 
7) Wisdom to administer justice (2 Chronicles 1:10) 
8) Wisdom to solve problems (Proverbs 3:5) 
9) Wisdom to make the right choices and decisions (Proverbs 11:14) 

2. Pray for discernment regarding the future so that you can make wise plans. 

Jeremiah 33:3 (AMP) 
3 ‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and tell you [and even show you] great and mighty 
things, [things which have been confined and hidden], which you do not know and 
understand and cannot distinguish.’ 



 
 

3. Commit yourself to God first and then expect him to direct and establish your 
plans. 

Matthew 6:33 (AMP) 
33 But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His 
righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], 
and all these things will be given to you also. 
 
Psalm 37:4-5 (AMP) 
4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and petitions of your 
heart.5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him also and He will do it. 

 

4. Gratefully and appropriately acknowledge the gifts God has given you.  

Proverbs 16:3 (AMP) 
3 Commit your works to the Lord [submit and trust them to Him], and your plans will 
succeed [if you respond to His will and guidance]. 
 
Psalm 34:1-3 (AMP) 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2 My soul 
makes its boast in the Lord; the humble and downtrodden will hear it and rejoice.3 O 
magnify the Lord with me, and let us lift up His name together. 
 
 

5. Even though others recognize God’s presence in your life and the special talents 
you have, do not broadcast these in a self-serving effort to gain respect.  

Matthew 23:12 (NLT) 
12 But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted. 
 
Proverbs 25:6-9 (AMP) 
6 Do not be boastfully ambitious and claim honor in the presence of the king, and do not 
stand in the place of great men; 7 For it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,” 
Than for you to be placed lower in the presence of the prince, Whom your eyes have 
seen. 

 

6. Educate yourself about how to do your job and carry it out with excellence. 

Proverbs 12:24 (NLT) 
24 Work hard and become a leader; be lazy and become a slave. 
 
Colossians 3:23 (AMP) 
23 Whatever you do [whatever your task may be], work from the soul [that is, put in your 
very best effort], as [something done] for the Lord and not for men, 

 



7. Seek the practical good for others, knowing that God has placed you where you 
are to be a blessing. 

1 John 4:7 (AMP) 
7 Beloved, let us [unselfishly] love and seek the best for one another, for love is from God; 
and everyone who loves [others] is born of God and knows God [through personal 
experience]. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:24 (AMP) 
24 Let no one seek [only] his own good, but [also] that of the other person. 
 
Philippians 2:4 (AMP) 
4 Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 

 
 

8. Be fair in all of your dealings, especially when the circumstances are grim and 
deeply problematic. 

Leviticus 19:35-37 (NLT) 
35 “Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight, or volume. 36 Your 
scales and weights must be accurate. Your containers for measuring dry materials or 
liquids must be accurate. I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt.37 “You must be careful to keep all of my decrees and regulations by putting them 
into practice. I am the Lord.” 
 
 

9. Although your exemplary service may propel you to prominence, remember your 
founding mission as God’s servant. Your life does not consist in what you gain for 
yourself. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 (AMP) 
18 But you shall remember [with profound respect] the Lord your God, for it is He who is 
giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore 
(solemnly promised) to your fathers, as it is this day. 
 
 

10. Generously extend the fruit of your labor as widely as possible to those who truly 
need it, regardless of what you think of them as individuals. 
 
Proverbs 19:17 (AMP) 
17 He who is gracious and lends a hand to the poor lends to the Lord, And the Lord will 
repay him for his good deed. 
 
Hebrews 13:16 (AMP) 
16 Do not neglect to do good, to contribute [to the needy of the church as an expression 
of fellowship], for such sacrifices are always pleasing to God. 
 



Matthew 5:16 (AMP) 
16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good deeds and 
moral excellence, and [recognize and honor and] glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
 

Proverbs 11:25 (AMP) 
25 The generous man [is a source of blessing and] shall be prosperous and enriched, And 
he who waters will himself be watered [reaping the generosity he has sown]. 

 
 

11. Accept the fact that God may bring you into a particular field of work under 
extremely challenging conditions. This does not mean that something has gone 
terribly wrong or that you are out of God’s will. 

Romans 8:18 (AMP) 
18 For I consider [from the standpoint of faith] that the sufferings of the present life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and in us! 
 
John 16:33 (AMP) 
33 I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace. In the world 
you have tribulation and distress and suffering, but be courageous [be confident, be 
undaunted, be filled with joy]; I have overcome the world.” [My conquest is accomplished, 
My victory abiding.] 
 
Romans 8:28 (AMP) 
28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about us] 
causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His plan and purpose. 
 
James 1:2 (AMP) 
2 Consider it nothing but joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into various trials. 

 
 

12. Have courage that God will fit you for the task. 

Jeremiah 1:5 (AMP) 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you [and approved of you as My chosen 
instrument], and before you were born I consecrated you [to Myself as My own]; I have 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (AMP) 
11 For I know the plans and thoughts that I have for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans for peace 
and well-being and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

 
 
 



13. Accept the fact that sometimes people must choose what they regard as the better 
of two very unpleasant yet unavoidable situations. 

Genesis 13:8-9 (AMP) 
8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife and disagreement between you and 
me, nor between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, because we are relatives. 9 Is not 
the entire land before you? Please separate [yourself] from me. If you take the left, then I 
will go to the right; or if you choose the right, then I will go to the left.”  

14. Believe that what you do will not only benefit those whom you see and meet, but 
also that your work has the potential to touch lives for many generations to come. 
God is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine 

Ephesians 3:20 (AMP) 
20 Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly more 
than all that we dare ask or think [infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or 
dreams], according to His power that is at work within us, 
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