
Bible Study August 19, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered the end of Genesis 41 – The Waiting Room.  This week you will 
see how preparation proceeds prosperity. 
 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
After the people ran out of money, Joseph allowed them to barter their livestock 
for food. This plan lasted for one year during which Joseph collected horses, 
sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys (Gen. 47:15-17). He would have had to 
determine the value of these animals and establish an equitable system for 
exchange. When food is scarce, people are especially concerned for the survival 
of themselves and their loved ones. Providing access to points of food distribution 
and treating people even-handedly become acutely important administrative 
matters.  

Main Text: Genesis 47:13-26 (AMP) 
13 Now [in the course of time] there was no food in all the land, for the famine was 
distressingly severe, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan languished [in 
destitution and starvation] because of the famine.  

A. And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore (literally, heavy), so 
that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted (literally, was exhausted, had 
become languid and spiritless) by reason of the famine.  

B. The introduction of the present section, which first depicts the miseries of a starving 
population, and then circumstantially describes a great political revolution forced upon 
them by the stern necessity of hunger, may have been due to a desire. 

 
14 Joseph gathered all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of 
Canaan [in payment] for the grain which they bought, and Joseph brought the money 
into Pharaoh’s house.  

A. And Joseph gathered up - the verb, used only here of collecting money, usually signifies 
to gather things lying on the ground, all the money (literally, silver) that was found in the 
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph 
(who in this matter was simply Pharaoh's steward) brought the money into Pharaoh's 
house (i.e. deposited it in the royal treasury). 

 
1 Corinthians 4:2 (AMP) 
2 In this case, moreover, it is required [as essential and demanded] of stewards 
that one be found faithful and trustworthy. 

  

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Gen.%2047.15-17


15 And when the money was exhausted in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all 
the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food! Why should we die before your 
very eyes? For our money is gone.”  

A. And when money failed (literally, and the silver was consumed, or spent) in the land of 
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all (literally, and all) the Egyptians came unto Joseph, 
and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth 
(literally, and why should we die in thy presence because silver faileth? i.e. seeing that 
thou art able to support us). 

 
16 Joseph said, “Give up your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your 
livestock, since the money is gone.” 17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he 
gave them food in exchange for the horses and the flocks and the herds and the 
donkeys; and he supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that year.  

A. And Joseph said, Give (literally, bring) your cattle; and I will give you (sc. bread) for your 
cattle, if money fail.  

B. And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for 
horses, and for the flocks (literally, and for cattle of the flocks), and for the cattle of the 
herds, and for the asses (the severity of these terms of sale and purchase was not so 
great as at first sight appears, since to a famishing people under-fed cattle and starving 
horses must have been comparatively worthless): and he fed them - literally, led, in the 
sense of cared for and maintained, them (cf. Psalm 23:2; Isaiah 40:11) - for all their cattle 
for that year - this was the sixth year of the famine (vide ver. 23). 

 
Proverbs 22:7 (AMP) 
7 The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender. 
 
Proverbs 22:7 (MSG) 
7 The poor are always ruled over by the rich, so don’t borrow and put yourself 
under their power. 

 
 
THE BORROWER IS SERVANT TO THE LENDER, MEANING THEY CREATE THE TERMS 

OF THE RELATIONSHIPS 
 
 

Deuteronomy 15:6 (AMP)  
6 When the Lord your God blesses you as He has promised you, then you will lend 
to many nations, but you will not borrow; and you will rule over many nations, but 
they will not rule over you. 
 
Proverbs 21:20 (AMP) 
20 There is precious treasure and oil in the house of the wise [who prepare for the 
future], but a short-sighted and foolish man swallows it up and wastes it. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (AMP) 
7 “If there is a poor man among you, one of your fellow Israelites, in any of your 
cities in the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not be heartless, 
nor close-fisted with your poor brother; 8 but you shall freely open your hand to 
him, and shall generously lend to him whatever he needs. 

https://biblehub.com/psalms/23-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/40-11.htm


 
 
 
18 When that year was ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will 
not hide from my lord [the fact] that our money is spent; my lord also has our herds of 
livestock; there is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 19 
Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in 
exchange for food, and we and our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed [to 
plant], that we may live and not die, and that the land may not be desolate.” 

A. When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year (not the second from 
the commencement of the dearth, but the second from the consumption of their money), 
and said unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how that - literally, for if (so we should 
speak openly), hence equivalent to an intensified but  

B. Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: 
and give us seed, that we may (literally, and we shall) live, and not die, that the land 
be not desolate (literally, and the land shall not be desolate). 

 
Result of the Famine 
20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every Egyptian sold his field 
because the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh’s.  

A. And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man 
his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so (literally, and) the land became 
Pharaoh's.  

B. From this it may be concluded that originally Pharaoh had no legal claim to the soil, but 
that the people had a valid title to its absolute possession, each man being regarded as 
the legitimate proprietor of the portion on which he had expended the labor of cultivation. 
 
 

21 And as for the people, he relocated them [temporarily] to cities from one end of Egypt’s 
border to the other.  

A. The people were transported from one side of the country to the nearest cities, as a 
considerate and even merciful arrangement for the more efficiently supplying them with 
food  
 

22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an allotment from 
Pharaoh, and they lived on the amount which Pharaoh gave them, so they did not sell 
their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Look, today I have bought you and your 
land for Pharaoh; now, here is seed for you, and you shall plant the land. 24 At harvest 
time [when you reap the increase] you shall give one-fifth of it to Pharaoh, and four-fifths 
will be your own to use for seed for the field and as food for you and those of your 
households and for your little ones.”  

A. This proves the time to have been the last year of the famine; and since the people 
obtained seed from the viceroy, it is reasonable to suppose that they would also have 
their cattle restored to them to enable them to till the ground.  

B. And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, 
and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of 
your households, and for food for your little ones.  



C. This verse is a sufficient refutation of the oft-preferred charge that Joseph had despoiled 
the Egyptians of their liberties and converted a free people into a horde of abject slaves.  

D. Slave-owners are not usually content with a tax of only twenty percent on the gross 
revenues of their estates.  

E. Nor does it seem reasonable to allege that this was an exorbitant demand on the part 
either of Joseph or of Pharaoh.  

F. If in the seven years of plenty the people could afford to part with a fifth part of their 
produce, might not an improved system of agriculture enable them, under the new 
regulations, to pay as much as that in the shape of rent, and with quite as much ease?  

G. At all events, the people themselves did not consider that they were being subjected to 
any harsh or unjust exaction. 

 
25 And they said, “You have saved our lives! Let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and 
we will be Pharaoh’s servants.”  

A. And they said, Thou hast saved our lives (literally, thou hast kept us alive): let us find 
grace in the sight of my lord (i.e. let us have the land on these favorable terms), and we 
will be Pharaoh's servants.  

B. "That a sort of feudal service is here intended - the service of free laborers, not bondmen 
- we may learn from the relationship of the Israelites to God, which was formed after the 
plan of this Egyptian model" (Gerlach). 

 
26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt—valid to this day—that Pharaoh 
should have the fifth part [of the crops]; only the land of the priests did not become 
Pharaoh’s. 

A. And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day (i.e. the day of the narrator), 
that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became 
not Pharaoh's. 
1) that after the time of Joseph the kings of Egypt became lord’s paramount of the soil, 
2) that the only free landholders in the country were the members of the priestly caste, 

and 
3) that the population generally occupied their farms at the uniform fixed rent of one fifth 

of their yearly produce,  
  
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT IF YOU HAVE TO LEND MONEY 

1) Assess their ability to repay 
2) It’s always easier to lend money than it is to get it back 
3) Don’t take on the burden of others 
4) Collateral is needed 
5) Humans in the throes of emotions are not good risk 
6) It is the folly of youth to take short cuts which often put then in bad conditions 
7) Understanding the weakness of humans and their eagerness to borrow what they 

cannot repay 



8) Don’t let blood blind you-It’s common to give family and friends more credit than they 
deserve because you know them, just because they are friends and family doesn’t 
mean they are qualified for a loan 

9) It’s ok to recognize the genuine desire of their need without going into partnership with 
them 

10) It’s always easier to say yes, than it is to say no. But if money is not repaid relationship 
is done 

11) It’s good to help others, but never risk more than you are willing to lose 
12) If you want to help, make sure their burden doesn’t become your burden 
13) Be cautious of people who put their needs before yours 
14) Keep the status of your wealth to yourself 
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