
Bible Study August 12, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered Genesis 41 – Joseph gets a promotion.  This week we will talk 
about the waiting room. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Main Text: Genesis 41:46-57 (AMP) 
46 Now Joseph [had been in Egypt thirteen years and] was thirty years old when he stood 
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt.  

A. We must get a proper perspective on waiting, I believe we have a wrong mentality on 
waiting 

B. Let’s be clear, nobody wants to wait, but it’s a part of the process and understand that we 
don’t need to help God 

C. You can’t skip the process, there a no shortcuts to success 
D. Stay in your lane the express lane is closed 
E. Great people who had to wait in the Bible 

1) Joseph was 30 years old when he became second-in-command in Egypt. At age 17, 
he had been sold into slavery by his brothers. Thus, he had spent 13 years as an 
Egyptian slave and as a prisoner. 

2) Abraham was promised an heir through his wife Sarah despite her old age. This 
period of waiting lasted 25 years. 

3) Jacob waited 20 years, 7 for each wife and 6 for his livestock 
4) Moses, Joshua, Caleb-“Because your men explored the land for forty days, you must 

wander in the wilderness for forty years—a year for each day, suffering the 
consequences of your sins” (Numbers 14:34). 

5) David waited over 20 years of his life to be made king. 
6) Jesus wanted 30 years, 18 years after he was teaching in the church 

F. We must all go through the process 
G. You often must have more faith during the process than in the promise 

  
Hebrews 6:12 (AMP) 
12 so that you will not be [spiritually] sluggish, but [will instead be] imitators of 
those who through faith [lean on God with absolute trust and confidence in Him 
and in His power] and by patient endurance [even when suffering] are [now] 
inheriting the promises. 

 
46 Joseph departed from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt 
[performing his duties].  
  

A. You will notice the first thing Joseph did was go to work and inspect 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/14-34.html


B. Imagine the scale of this job from working in the prison to being the CEO of thousands of 
people 

C. “Don’t expect what you don’t inspect.” 
D. Inspect what you expect and then people won’t neglect 
E. Walk around management style 
F. As his first act, “Joseph...went through all the land of Egypt” (Gen. 41:46) on an 

inspection tour.  
G. He would have to become familiar with the people who managed agriculture, the 

locations and conditions of the fields, the crops, the roads, and means of transportation.  
H. It is inconceivable that Joseph could have accomplished all of this on a personal level.  
I. He would have had to establish and oversee the training of what amounted to a 

Department of Agriculture and Revenue.  
J. During the seven years of abundant harvest, Joseph had the grain stored in cities (Gen. 

41:48-49).  
K. During the seven lean years that followed, Joseph dispensed grain to the Egyptians and 

other people who were affected by the widespread famine. To create and administer all 
this, while surviving the political intrigue of an absolute monarchy, required exceptional 
talent.  

 
47 In the seven abundant years the earth produced handfuls [for each seed planted]. 48 
And Joseph gathered all the [surplus] food of the seven [good] years in the land of Egypt 
and stored [enormous quantities of] the food in the cities. He stored away in every city 
the food [collected] from its own surrounding fields.  

A. God wants us to be good manager 
B. Prove it, Jesus said pick all the scraps, so nothing is wasted 

 
John 6:12 (AMP) 
When they had eaten enough, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover 
pieces so that nothing will be lost.” 

 
49 Thus Joseph gathered and stored up grain in great abundance like the sand of the sea, 
until he stopped counting it, for it could not be measured. 

A. Joseph secret can be our secret to, Trusting God 
B. God gave him a plan  

 
Proverbs 3:5-10 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart And do not rely on 
your own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and 
recognize Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing 
obstacles that block your way]. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord 
[with reverent awe and obedience] and turn [entirely] away from evil. 8 It will be 
health to your body [your marrow, your nerves, your sinews, your muscles—all 
your inner parts] And refreshment (physical well-being) to your bones. 9 Honor the 
Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your crops (income); 10 Then 
your barns will be abundantly filled and your vats will overflow with new wine. 

 
50 Now two sons were born to Joseph before the years of famine came, whom Asenath, 
the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, bore to him. 51 Joseph named the firstborn 
Manasseh (causing to forget), for he said, “God has made me forget all my trouble and 
hardship and all [the sorrow of the loss of] my father’s household.” 52 He named the 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Gen.%2041.48-49
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Gen.%2041.48-49


second [son] Ephraim (fruitfulness), for “God has caused me to be fruitful and very 
successful in the land of my suffering.” 

A. Joseph gave his children names that credited God with healing his emotional pain and 
making him fruitful  

B. We have a great advantage over those in Biblical times because we have a play book the 
Bible that shows us and tells us the benefits of going through 

 
James 1:2-4 (AMP) 
2 Consider it nothing but joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you fall into 
various trials. 3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] 
produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner peace]. 4 And let 
endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be 
perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing. 

 
Romans 8:28 (AMP) 
28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about 
us] causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His plan and purpose. 

 
Romans 8:18 (AMP) 
18 For I consider [from the standpoint of faith] that the sufferings of the present life 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and 
in us! 

 
John 16:33 Amp 
33 I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace. In the 
world you have tribulation and distress and suffering, but be courageous [be 
confident, be undaunted, be filled with joy]; I have overcome the world.” [My 
conquest is accomplished, My victory abiding.] 

 
Hebrews 12:2-3 (AMP) 
2 [looking away from all that will distract us and] focusing our eyes on Jesus, who 
is the Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive for our belief and the One 
who brings our faith to maturity], who for the joy [of accomplishing the goal] set 
before Him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God [revealing His deity, His authority, and the completion of 
His work].3 Just consider and meditate on Him who endured from sinners such 
bitter hostility against Himself [consider it all in comparison with your trials], so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 
1 Peter 5:10 (AMP) 
10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace [who imparts His 
blessing and favor], who called you to His own eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 
complete, confirm, strengthen, and establish you [making you what you ought to 
be]. 
A. If you can find the purpose in your pain you will find power, God doesn’t allow us to go 

through trials for nothing there is victory after this 
 



53 When the seven years of plenty came to an end in the land of Egypt, 54 the seven years 
of famine began to come, just as Joseph had said [they would]; the famine was in all the 
[surrounding] lands, but in the land of Egypt there was bread (food).  

A. Famine was a catastrophe because ancient peoples relied almost exclusively on their 
own crops for food.  

B. Almost perfect conditions were needed to produce good crops because irrigation was 
difficult in most places and pest control was impossible.  

C. Any variances in rainfall or insect activity could cause crop failure and great hunger.  
D. Lack of storage, refrigeration, or transportation turned a moderate famine into a 

desperate situation.  
E. The famine Joseph prepared for was especially severe because seven years of famine 

came one right after the other.  
F. Without God’s intervention, the Egyptian nation would have crumbled. 
G. Joseph worked his plan 

 
Proverbs 16:3 (AMP) 
3 Commit your works to the Lord [submit and trust them to Him], And your plans will 
succeed [if you respond to His will and guidance]. 

 
Proverbs 29:18 (AMP) 
18 Where there is no vision [no revelation of God and His word], the people are 
unrestrained; But happy and blessed is he who keeps the law [of God]. 
 
Habakkuk 2:2 (AMP) 
 2 Then the Lord answered me and said, “Write the vision And engrave it plainly on 
[clay] tablets So that the one who reads it will run. 
 

55 So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried out to Pharaoh for food; 
and Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; do whatever he says to you.”  
 

Proverbs 15:22 (AMP) 
22 Without consultation and wise advice, plans are frustrated, But with many 
counselors they are established and succeed. 

 
56 When the famine was spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses, and 
sold [surplus grain] to the Egyptians; and the famine grew [extremely] severe in the land 
of Egypt. 57 And [the people of] all countries came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, 
because the famine was severe over all the [known] earth. 
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