
Bible Study July 8, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
This Week Hebrews 11 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

1. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house - When you go, 
God will show 

2. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip 
with you 

3. Genesis 14 – Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

4. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told 
him not to touch 

5. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he 
could see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

6. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
7. Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total understanding 
8. Genesis 18 – How we treat others 
9. Genesis 18:22-33 – Dealt with intercession in prayer 
10. Genesis 20:1-17 Speaking in Truth 
11. The Miracle of Isaac – Genesis 21 

 
 
Last week we finished off in Genesis 22, and in that chapter, we saw the culmination of 
God building Abraham's Faith to the crescendo, the zenith of being able to sacrifice his 
son Isaac in his heart. Now I want to connect you to the New Testament version of the 
story of Abraham.  
 
We are now going to see Hebrews Chapter 11 capsulize it. We are going to see 
Abraham's Hall of Fame induction presentation from God. We see the examples of 
Abraham going from Faith to Faith and glory to glory not perfect but growing. 
  

YOU WILL NOTICE A RECURRING THEME BY FAITH BY FAITH AND BY FAITH 
  
Hebrews 11:8-19 (AMP) 
8 By faith Abraham, when he was called [by God], obeyed by going to a place which he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he went, not knowing where he was going.  

A. Faith is moving without having all the information, which is against our nature for need to 
know 

B. We must become comfortable with being uncomfortable 
C. We must base our obedience on our knowledge of Him and not our own knowledge 
D. This need of knowing was what the devil used against Adam and Eve 



E. You need to leave more space in your brain for the unknown than the known 
  

Genesis 3:4-5 (AMP) 
4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die! 5 For God knows that 
on the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened [that is, you will have greater 
awareness], and you will be like God, knowing [the difference between] good and 
evil.” 
  

9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land, as in a strange land, living in tents 
[as nomads] with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same promise.   

A. Notice we see here that Abraham had to learn how to adapt to different circumstances 
B. He had to learn how to be comfortable being uncomfortable 
C. God didn’t call you to comfort, but to challenge which brings growth  

Habakkuk 2:4 (AMP) 
4“Look at the proud one, His soul is not right within him, But the righteous will live 
by his faith [in the true God]. 

  
   
10 For he was [waiting expectantly and confidently] looking forward to the city which has 
foundations, [an eternal, heavenly city] whose architect and builder is God.   

A. Abraham’s life was filled with faith. At God’s command, he left home and went to another 
land, obeying without question (Genesis 12:1-20).  

B. He believed the covenant that God made with him (Genesis 12:2-3; 13:14-16; 15:1-6).  
C. He didn’t know where he was going, but he trusted the one leading him.  
D. In obedience to God, Abraham was even willing to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22:1-

19).  
E. Do not be surprised if God asks you to give up secure, familiar surroundings in order to 

carry out his will 
F. Look at me starting a church-NFL, Mobile Home Sales, Tax Prep, Mortgages, Real 

Estate, account manager, substitute teacher 
G. We see here that God identifies these acts of faith 

 
Hebrews 6:12 (AMP) 
12 so that you will not be [spiritually] sluggish, but [will instead be] imitators of 
those who through faith [lean on God with absolute trust and confidence in Him 
and in His power] and by patient endurance [even when suffering] are [now] 
inheriting the promises. 

 
  
11 By faith even Sarah herself received the ability to conceive [a child], even [when she 
was long] past the normal age for it, because she considered Him who had given her the 
promise to be reliable and true [to His word].  

A. By faith 
B. All the promises of God are received by faith 

Romans 4:16 (AMP) 
16 Therefore, [inheriting] the promise depends entirely on faith [that is, confident 
trust in the unseen God], in order that it may be given as an act of grace [His 
unmerited favor and mercy], so that the promise will be [legally] guaranteed to all 
the descendants [of Abraham]—not only for those [Jewish believers] who keep the 



Law, but also for those [Gentile believers] who share the faith of Abraham, who is 
the [spiritual] father of us all— 

 
  
12 So from one man, though he was [physically] as good as dead, were born as many 
descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand on the 
seashore. 

A. Here we see God make it abundantly clear that it was him who performed the miracle for 
Abraham and Sarah. 

B. They were unable to have children through many years of their marriage.  
C. God promised Abraham and Sarah a son, but Sarah doubted that she could become 

pregnant in her old age.  
D. At first, she laughed, but later she believed him (Genesis 18). 

  
Genesis 11:13 (AMP) 
13 All these died in faith [guided and sustained by it], without receiving the [tangible 
fulfillment of God’s] promises, only having seen (anticipated) them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth.  

A. Our success with God is not measured by victories, but by staying in faith 
B. Story of loves one who died, without receiving their healing, their breakthrough 

2 Timothy 4:7 (AMP) 
7 I have fought the good and worthy and noble fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith [firmly guarding the gospel against error]. 

 
Genesis 11:14-16 (AMP) 
14 Now those who say such things make it clear that they are looking for a country of 
their own. 15 And if they had been thinking of that country from which they departed [as 
their true home], they would have had [a continuing] opportunity to return. 16 But the 
truth is that they were longing for a better country, that is, a heavenly one. For that 
reason God is not ashamed [of them or] to be called their God [even to be surnamed their 
God—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob]; for He has prepared a city for them. 

A. These people of faith died without receiving all that God had promised.  
B. But they never lost their vision of heaven (“a better place, a heavenly homeland”), even 

though they only saw it in the distance by faith.  
C. Many Christians become frustrated and feel defeated because their needs, wants, 

expectations, and demands are not immediately met when they accept Christ as Savior.  
D. Their pain or loneliness may be too great.  
E. They may become impatient and want to quit.  
F. Are you discouraged because the relief you need, or the achievement of your goal seems 

far away?  
G. Take courage from these heroes of faith, who lived and died without seeing the fruit of 

their faith on earth and yet continued to believe in God and his promises (see 11:36-39). 
H. That we are “foreigners and nomads” on earth may be an awareness forced on us by 

circumstances.  
I. It may come late in life or as the result of difficult times.  
J. But this world is not our true home.  
K. We cannot live here forever (also see 1 Peter 1:1).  
L. It is best for us not to be so attached to this world’s desires and possessions that we can’t 

move out at God’s command.   



M. Understand the Heavenly city is already done and waiting on you the only question is 
have u R.S.V.P.? 

 
 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested [that is, as the testing of his faith was still in 
progress], offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises [of God] was ready to 
sacrifice his only son [of promise];  

A. Abraham trusted the promise keeper and promise maker, with his promised son 
B. As God continues to manifest His promises in your life, be ready to release some back to 

Him 
C. That’s all that giving is, God promised to provide for your needs and He wants to see do 

you trust Him with some of what He has given you 
  
 
18 to whom it was said, “Through Isaac your descendants shall be called.” 19 For he 
considered [it reasonable to believe] that God was able to raise Isaac even from among 
the dead. [Indeed, in the sense that he was prepared to sacrifice Isaac in obedience to 
God] Abraham did receive him back [from the dead] figuratively speaking. 

A. Abraham was willing to give up his son when God commanded him to do so (Genesis 
22:1-19).  

B. God did not let Abraham take Isaac’s life, because he had given the command in order to 
test Abraham’s faith.  

C. Instead of taking Abraham’s son, God gave Abraham a whole nation of descendants 
through him.  

D. If you are afraid to trust God with the possession, dream, or person you treasure most, 
pay attention to Abraham’s example.  

E. Because Abraham was willing to give up everything for God, he received back more than 
he could have imagined.  

F. What we receive, however, may not always come immediately or in the form of material 
possessions.  

G. Material things should be among the least satisfying of rewards.  
H. Our best and greatest rewards await us in eternity. 
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