
Bible Study July 29, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered Genesis 39 - Favor in spite of position. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Main Text: Genesis 40:1-23 (AMP) 
1 Now some time later, the cupbearer (butler) and the baker for the king of Egypt offended 
their lord, Egypt’s king. 2 Pharaoh (Sesostris II) was extremely angry with his two 
officials, the chief of the cupbearers and the chief of the bakers. 3 He put them in 
confinement in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph 
was confined.  

A. The cup-bearer and the baker were two of the most trusted men in Pharaoh’s kingdom.  
B. The baker was in charge of making Pharaoh’s food, and the cup-bearer tasted Pharaoh’s 

wine before giving it to him to make sure it was not contaminated or poisoned.  
C. These trusted men must have been suspected of a serious wrong, perhaps of conspiring 

against Pharaoh.  
 
4 The captain of the guard put Joseph in charge of them, and he served them; and they 
continued to be in custody for some time.  
 

A. This should give you peace, in spite of where you have started God can put you in 
charge 

B. Though Joseph was in prison he was favored - Favor is not based on position, it’s based 
on relationship  

C. Being in right relationship with God 
D. Notice the Bible says, he served them - Great leaders are servant leaders 
E. Lead from where you are, you don’t have to be on top to lead 
F. Leadership begins with the ability to lead yourself  
G. People don’t follow parked cars 
H. You can serve your way out of your job 
I. You can serve your way out of your current situation 
J. Let’s look at Jesus 

 
John 13:1-17 (AMP) 
The Lord’s Supper 
1 Now before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that His hour had come [and it was 
time] for Him to leave this world and return to the Father. Having [greatly] loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them [and continuously loves them with His 
perfect love] to the end (eternally). 2 It was during supper, when the devil had 
already put [the thought of] betraying Jesus into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, 3 that Jesus, knowing that the Father had put everything into His 
hands, and that He had come from God and was [now] returning to God, 4 got up 
from supper, took off His [outer] robe, and taking a [servant’s] towel, He tied it 



around His waist. 5 Then He poured water into the basin and began washing the 
disciples’ feet and wiping them with the towel which was tied around His waist. 6 
When He came to Simon Peter, he said to Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus replied to him, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but you will 
[fully] understand it later.” 8 Peter said to Him, “You will never wash my feet!” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me [we can have 
nothing to do with each other].” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, [in that case, 
wash] not only my feet, but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, 
“Anyone who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, and is completely clean. And 
you [My disciples] are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who was going to 
betray Him; for that reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.”12 So when He had 
washed their feet and put on His [outer] robe and reclined at the table again, He 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done for you? 13 You call Me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right in doing so, for that is who I am. 14 So if I, the Lord and 
the Teacher, washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet as well. 15 For 
I gave you [this as] an example, so that you should do [in turn] as I did to you. 16 I 
assure you and most solemnly say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, 
nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these 
things, you are blessed [happy and favored by God] if you put them into practice 
[and faithfully do them]. 

 
Mark 10:45 (AMP) 
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life as a ransom for many.” 

 
 
QUESTIONS YOU NEED TO ANSWER? 
 

1. Who do you serve? God, Man, or both 
2. What do you serve? Purpose, money 
3. When do you serve?  
4. How often is it about others? 
5. How do you serve?  
6. What attitude do you serve? 
7. Why do you serve? To reflect my relationship with God 

 
5 Then the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, 
both dreamed a dream in the same night, each man with his [own significant] dream and 
each dream with its [personal] interpretation. 6 When Joseph came to them in the 
morning and looked at them, [he saw that] they were sad and depressed. 7 So he asked 
Pharaoh’s officials who were in confinement with him in his master’s house, “Why do 
you look so down-hearted today?” 8 And they said to him, “We have [each] dreamed 
[distinct] dreams and there is no one to interpret them.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not 
interpretations belong to God? Please tell me [your dreams].” 
 

A. When the subject of dreams came up, Joseph focused everyone’s attention on God.  
B. Rather than using the situation to make himself look good, he turned it into a powerful 

witness for the Lord.  
C. One secret of effective witnessing is to recognize opportunities to relate God to the other 

person’s experience.  



D. When the opportunity arises, we must have the courage to speak, as Joseph did. 
E. Breakthrough occurs when preparation meets opportunity  
F. A man's gift will make room for him and bring him before great men 

 
Proverbs 18:16 NLT 
16 Giving a gift can open doors; it gives access to important people! 

 
9 So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream there 
was a grapevine in front of me; 10 and on the vine were three branches. Then as soon as it 
budded, its blossoms burst open, and its clusters produced ripe grapes [in rapid 
succession]. 11 Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and squeezed 
them into Pharaoh’s cup; then I placed the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 Then Joseph 
said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: the three branches represent three days; 13 
within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your head (present you in public) and restore 
you to your position; and you will [again] put Pharaoh’s cup into his hand just as [you 
did] when you were his cupbearer. 14 Only think of me when it goes well with you, and 
please show me kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house.  
 

A. Joseph flowed in his gifting and only asked to be remembered or mentioned 
B. Question, has anybody forgotten about you? 
C. If it hasn’t already happened to you, just keep on living 
D. People are flawed and have their own issues 
E. Trust God, people will fail you every time 

 
15 For in fact I was taken (stolen) from the land of the Hebrews by [unlawful] force, and 
even here I have done nothing for which they should put me in the dungeon.” 

A. Here we see Joseph get real, he knew what happened to him wasn’t right (I am Hebrew) 
B. It was unlawful what happened to me (I’m innocent) 
C. How many people do we know that have done nothing wrong to deserve what they got? 
D. Hear me family, life is not fair, but God is faithful 
E. Whatever God is allowing you to go through is bigger than you 
F. It’s attached to your purpose 
G. Job didn’t do anything wrong but suffered  

 
Job 1:8 (NLT) 
8 Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest 
man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God 
and stays away from evil.”  

 
Paul asked 3 times for the thorn to be removed 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
7 Because of the surpassing greatness and extraordinary nature of the revelations 
[which I received from God], for this reason, to keep me from thinking of myself as 
important, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan, to torment 
and harass me—to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I pleaded with 
the Lord three times that it might leave me; 9 but He has said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are more than enough—
always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being perfected 
[and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.” 



Therefore, I will all the more gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ [may completely enfold me and] may dwell in me. 10 So I am well pleased 
with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, and with 
difficulties, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak [in human strength], then I 
am strong [truly able, truly powerful, truly drawing from God’s strength]. 

 
Jesus didn’t do anything wrong 

 
 
16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation [of the dream] was good, he said to 
Joseph, “I also dreamed, and [in my dream] there were three cake baskets on my head; 17 
and in the top basket there were some of all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the 
birds [of prey] were eating [these foods] out of the basket on my head.” 18 Joseph 
answered, “This is the interpretation of it: the three baskets represent three days; 19 
within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your head and will hang you on a tree 
(gallows, pole), and [you will not so much as be given a burial, but] the birds will eat your 
flesh.” 20 Now on the third day, [which was] the Pharaoh’s birthday, he [released the two 
men from prison and] made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the 
chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker [that is, presented them in public] among 
his servants. 21 He restored the chief cupbearer to his office, and the cupbearer [once 
again] put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand; 22 but Pharaoh hanged the chief baker, just as 
Joseph had interpreted [the meaning of the dreams] to them. 23 Yet [even after all that] 
the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot [all about] him. 
 

A. When Pharaoh’s cup-bearer was freed from prison, he forgot about Joseph.  
B. Two full years passed before Joseph had another opportunity to be freed (41:1).  
C. Yet Joseph’s faith was deep, and he would be ready when the next chance came.  
D. When we feel passed by, overlooked, or forgotten, we shouldn’t be surprised that people 

are often ungrateful.  
E. In similar situations, we should trust God as Joseph did.  
F. Better opportunities may be waiting. 

 
3 TAKEAWAYS FROM THIS MESSAGE 
 

1. Remember Who You Serve - Colossians 3:23-25 (AMP) 
23 Whatever you do [whatever your task may be], work from the soul [that is, put in your 
very best effort], as [something done] for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing [with all 
certainty] that it is from the Lord [not from men] that you will receive the inheritance which 
is your [greatest] reward. It is the Lord Christ whom you [actually] serve. 
 

2. Do The Right Thing - Galatians 6:10 (AMP) 
10 So then, while we [as individual believers] have the opportunity, let us do good to all 
people [not only being helpful, but also doing that which promotes their spiritual well-
being], and especially [be a blessing] to those of the household of faith (born-again 
believers). 
 

3. It’s Going to Work Out For Your God - Romans 8:28 (AMP) 
28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about us] 
causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His plan and purpose. 
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