
Bible Study July 22, 2020 
 

The journey continues through The Life and Times of a man named Joseph. Last 
week we covered Genesis 37. 
 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 
 

THE PIT PROVIDES PROPER PERSPECTIVE PRODUCING POWER 
 
Main Text: Genesis 39:1-23 (AMP) 
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of 
Pharaoh, the captain of the [royal] guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had 
taken him down there.  

A. If you remember from last week Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery vs killing him 
 
2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he [even though a slave] became a successful and 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian.  

A. We need to have some even thou kind of faith 
B. You must have some yea though kind of faith - Psalms 23:4 

Psalm 23:4 (AMP) 
4 Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they 
comfort and console me.  

 
C. You have to have some now faith - Hebrews 11:1 

Hebrews 11:1 (AMP) 
11 Now faith is the assurance (title deed, confirmation) of things hoped for (divinely 
guaranteed), and the evidence of things not seen [the conviction of their reality—
faith comprehends as fact what cannot be experienced by the physical senses]. 
 

D. You have to have some even now kind of faith - John 11:22 
John 11:22 (AMP) 
22 Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give to You.” 
 

E. He will never leave you, nor forsake you 
F. He is an ever-present help in a time of trouble 
G. If God be for you, who can be against you 
H. This is but a momentary light affliction 
I. Count it all joy 
J. Joseph is the original Drake, started from the bottom and now we are here - Back then 

they didn’t know me and know that I’m hot, they all on me 
K. I don’t know who I’m talking to tonight, but people have counted you out, said you would 

never make, but God was with you 
L. I lived in the basement of a wealthy family in Bethesda and my mother was the help and 

now I have help, Momma we made it! 
 



3 Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did 
to prosper (succeed) in his hand.  
 

3 John 2 (AMP) 
2 Beloved, I pray that in every way you may succeed and prosper and be in good 
health [physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers [spiritually]. 
 
Psalm 1:3 (AMP) 
3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted [and fed] by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in its season; Its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he 
prospers [and comes to maturity]. 

 
4 So Joseph pleased Potiphar and found favor in his sight and he served him as his 
personal servant. He made Joseph overseer over his house, and he put all that he owned 
in Joseph’s charge.  
 

PRODUCTION PROCEEDS PROMOTION WHICH LEADS TO PROSPERITY 
 

Proverbs 20:4-9 (MSG) 
4 A farmer too lazy to plant in the spring has nothing to harvest in the fall. 5 
Knowing what is right is like deep water in the heart; a wise person draws from the 
well within. 6 Lots of people claim to be loyal and loving, but where on earth can 
you find one? 7 God-loyal people, living honest lives, make it much easier for their 
children. 8-9 Leaders who know their business and care keep a sharp eye out for 
the shoddy and cheap, For who among us can be trusted to be always diligent and 
honest? 
A. If you could be faithful over another man's things God will make you ruler over your 

own things. 
B. If you could be faithful over a little God will make you ruler over a lot  

 
Luke 16:12-13 (MSG) 
10-13 Jesus went on to make these comments: If you’re honest in small things, 
you’ll be honest in big things; If you’re a crook in small things, you’ll be a crook in 
big things. If you’re not honest in small jobs, who will put you in charge of the 
store?  No worker can serve two bosses: He’ll either hate the first and love the 
second or adore the first and despise the second. You can’t serve both God and 
the Bank. 

 
5 It happened that from the time that he made Joseph overseer in his house and [put him 
in charge] over all that he owned, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house because of 
Joseph; so the Lord’s blessing was on everything that Potiphar owned, in the house and 
in the field.  

A. It didn’t matter what position Joseph was in with Potiphar, all that mattered was his 
position with God. 

B. God will reposition you if you get in the right position with him. 
C. What takes me out of position? Sin - disobedience 
D. What is the blessing? 

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 (MSG) 
1-6 If you listen obediently to the Voice of God, your God, and heartily obey all his 
commandments that I command you today, God, your God, will place you on high, 



high above all the nations of the world. All these blessings will come down on you 
and spread out beyond you because you have responded to the Voice of God, your 
God: God’s blessing inside the city, God’s blessing in the country; God’s blessing 
on your children,  the crops of your land, the young of your livestock, the calves of 
your herds, the lambs of your flocks. God’s blessing on your basket and bread 
bowl; God’s blessing in your coming in, God’s blessing in your going out. 7 God 
will defeat your enemies who attack you. They’ll come at you on one road and run 
away on seven roads. 8 God will order a blessing on your barns and workplaces; 
he’ll bless you in the land that God, your God, is giving you. 9 God will form you as 
a people holy to him, just as he promised you, if you keep the commandments of 
God, your God, and live the way he has shown you. 10 All the peoples on Earth will 
see you living under the Name of God and hold you in respectful awe.11-14 God will 
lavish you with good things: children from your womb, offspring from your 
animals, and crops from your land, the land that God promised your ancestors that 
he would give you. God will throw open the doors of his sky vaults and pour rain 
on your land on schedule and bless the work you take in hand. You will lend to 
many nations but you yourself won’t have to take out a loan. God will make you the 
head, not the tail; you’ll always be the top dog, never the bottom dog, as you 
obediently listen to and diligently keep the commands of God, your God, that I am 
commanding you today. Don’t swerve an inch to the right or left from the words 
that I command you today by going off following and worshiping other gods. 
 

 
6 So Potiphar left all that he owned in Joseph’s charge; and with Joseph there he did not 
[need to] pay attention to anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome 
and attractive in form and appearance.  

 
Matthew 25:23 (AMP)  
23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful and trustworthy over a little, I will put you in charge of many things; share 
in the joy of your master.’ 
 

 
7 Then after a time his master’s wife looked at Joseph with desire, and she said, “Lie with 
me.”  

A. Let me help all you blessed folks out there – with the blessing comes persecution 
 

Mark 10:28-30 (NLT) 
28 Then Peter began to speak up. “We’ve given up everything to follow you,” he 
said. 29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up 
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or property, for my 
sake and for the Good News, 30 will receive now in return a hundred times as many 
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with 
persecution. And in the world to come that person will have eternal life. 
 

 
8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, with me in the house, my master 
does not concern himself with anything; he has put everything that he owns in my 
charge. 9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept anything from me 



except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil and sin against 
God [and your husband]?”  

A. Things we can learn from Joseph before we do something we can’t take back: 
a. Joseph knew right from wrong 
b. Joseph knew who put him in position 
c. Joseph knew what sin was 
d. Joseph knew what would take him out of position with God 
e. Joseph knew that God knows all and sees all 

 
10 And so it was that she spoke to Joseph [persistently] day after day, but he did not 
listen to her [plea] to lie beside her or be with her.  

B. I want you to remember believer’s temptation is not sin - Temptation acted upon 
becomes sin 

C. Let me help you here, God was with Joseph 
D. I have learned that many can handle failure, but few can handle success 

 
11 Then it happened one day that Joseph went into the house to attend to his duties, and 
none of the men of the household was there in the house. 12 She caught Joseph by his 
[outer] robe, saying, “Lie with me!” But he left his robe in her hand and ran, and got 
outside [the house]. 13 When she saw that he had left his robe in her hand and had run 
outside,  

A. I believe there is a lesson to be learned here, when you see someone pursuing you, do 
not get caught alone 

B. Hear me and hear me well you are not going to walk away from sin you going to have to 
run.  

 
14 she called to the men of her household and said to them, “Look at this, your master 
has brought a Hebrew [into the household] to mock and insult us; he came to me to lie 
with me, and I screamed. 15 When he heard me screaming, he left his robe with me and 
ran outside [the house].” 16 So she left Joseph’s [outer] robe beside her until his master 
came home. 17 Then she told her husband the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, 
whom you brought among us, came to me to mock and insult me; 18 then as soon as I 
raised my voice and screamed, he left his robe with me and ran outside [the house].” 
 
Joseph Imprisoned 
19 And when Joseph’s master heard the words of his wife, saying, “This is the way your 
servant treated me,” his anger burned. 20 So Joseph’s master took him and put him in the 
prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined; so he was there in the prison.  

A. This lets you know that you can do right and still be treated wrong 
B. People struggle with, why do bad things happen to good people 
C. The question we must ask ourselves is “What if God is allowing go me to go through 

this?” 
D. 2 Corinthians 12 - Paul asked God 3 times to remove his thorn 
E. Matthew 4 - Jesus was tried and tested 

 
21 But the Lord was with Joseph and extended lovingkindness to him, and gave him favor 
in the sight of the warden. 22 The warden committed to Joseph’s care (management) all 
the prisoners who were in the prison; so that whatever was done there, he was in charge 
of it. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s care because the 
Lord was with him; whatever Joseph did, the Lord made to prosper. 



JOSEPH NEVER ALLOWED HIS POSITION TO CHANGE HIS PERSONALITY, POSTURE, 
OR HIS PEACE. 
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