
Bible Study July 1, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 21 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

1. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house - When you go, 
God will show 

2. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip 
with you 

3. Genesis 14 – Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

4. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told 
him not to touch 

5. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he 
could see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

6. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
7. Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total understanding 
8. Genesis 18 – How we treat others 
9. Genesis 18:22-33 – Dealt with intercession in prayer 
10. Genesis 20:1-17 Speaking in Truth 
11. And last week The Miracle of Isaac – Genesis 21 

 
 
Today we are jumping into Genesis 22:1-12 (AMP) 
 

• Test: Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. 
• Application: In what ways has my life demonstrated that I will not allow anything to come 

before God' 
 
The Offering of Isaac 
1 Now after these things, God tested [the faith and commitment of] Abraham and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.”  

A. As I have said earlier, faith will be tested 
B. If God tested Abraham, do you think he will test you? Let me help you with that answer? 

Yes 
C. Test are a part of the growing process 
D. Commitment: sincere, fixity of purpose, binding oneself intellectually and emotionally to a 

course of action 
E. We will all be tested and proved - When we were building this building, the concrete had 

to set for a certain amount of time and be tested and proved, to make sure it could 
support the weight of the building 

F. God will test and prove you to see if you are ready 



G. God tested Abraham, not to trip him and watch him fall, but to deepen his capacity to 
obey God and thus to develop his character. 

H. Just as fire refines ore to extract precious metals, God refines us through difficult 
circumstances.  

I. When we are tested, we can complain, or we can try to see how God is stretching us to 
develop our character. 
 
 

2 God said, “Take now your son, your only son [of promise], whom you love, Isaac, and 
go to the region of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.”  
 

Three things God shows us in the verse 
1. God knows what you have 
2. God knows what is important to you 
3. God knows what you love 

 
3 So Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him and his son Isaac; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and then he 
got up and went to the place of which God had told him. 

A. That morning Abraham began one of the greatest acts of obedience in recorded 
history. He traveled 50 miles to Mount Moriah near the site of Jerusalem.  

B. Over the years he had learned many tough lessons about the importance of obeying 
God.  

C. This time his obedience was prompt and complete. 
D. Obeying God is often a struggle because it may mean giving up something we truly 

want.  
E. We should not expect our obedience to God to be easy or to come naturally. 
F. Obedience will always cause short term discomfort 

 
4 On the third day [of travel] Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 
Abraham said to his servants, “Settle down and stay here with the donkey; the young 
man and I will go over there and worship [God], and we will come back to you.”  

A. You will notice what God called a sacrifice in verse 2, Abraham calls worship 
B. Your worship is a part of your sacrifice 
C. We give as an act of worship 
D. Notice Abraham speaks faith despite his situation 
E. How does Abraham know that he and his son will return? Abraham went into his rolodex, 

memory bank, and started thinking about all the times God had brought him out. 
F. Whenever you get to place where your faith may get a little shaky…Look back over your 

life and remind yourself 
 

6 Then Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on [the shoulders of] 
Isaac his son, and he took the fire (firepot) in his own hand and the [sacrificial] knife; and 
the two of them walked on together.  

A. We don’t know how Abraham carried the fire. Perhaps he carried live coals or a flint to 
start a fire. 

 
7 And Isaac said to Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Isaac said, 
“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 



said, “My son, God will provide for Himself a lamb for the burnt offering.” So the two 
walked on together. 

A. God did not want Isaac to die, but he wanted Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in his heart so it 
would be clear that Abraham loved God more than he loved his…promised and long-
awaited son.  

B. God was testing Abraham.  
C. The purpose of testing is to strengthen our character and deepen our commitment to God 

and his perfect timing 
D. Through this difficult experience, Abraham strengthened his commitment to obey God.  
E. He also learned about God’s ability to provide. 
F. You'll notice for Isaac to ask about the sacrifice he was not a baby he's a teenager 

understanding the need to have a sacrifice  
G. God had to find a man who was willing to give up his son, like God was willing to give up 

His son Jesus 
 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there 
and arranged the wood, and bound Isaac his son and placed him on the altar, on top of 
the wood.  

A. For Isaac to allow himself to be tied up he had to trust his father Abraham 
 
10 Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the Angel of the 
Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” He answered, “Here I 
am.” 12 The Lord said, “Do not reach out [with the knife in] your hand against the boy, 
and do nothing to [harm] him; for now I know that you fear God [with reverence and 
profound respect], since you have not withheld from Me your son, your only son [of 
promise].”  

A. It is difficult to let go of what we deeply love.  
B. What could be more proper than to love your only child?  
C. Yet when we do give to God what he asks, he returns to us far more than we could 

dream.  
D. The spiritual benefits of his blessings far outweigh our sacrifices.  
E. Have you withheld your love, your children, or your time from him?  Trust him to provide 

(22:8). 
F. The Bible gives us two ways to identify where a person’s heart is-their money and their 

mouth 
G. Luke 6:45 tells us, out of the heart the mouth speaks 

Luke 6:45 (NLT) 
45 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an 
evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say 
flows from what is in your heart. 

H. Matthew 6:21 tells us where your treasure is there your heart lies also 
Matthew 6:21 (AMP) 
21 for where your treasure is, there your heart [your wishes, your desires; that on 
which your life centers] will be also. 

 
13 Then Abraham looked up and glanced around, and behold, behind him was a ram 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up 
for a burnt offering (ascending sacrifice) instead of his son. 



A. Notice the parallel between the ram offered on the altar as a substitute for Isaac and 
Christ offered on the cross as a substitute for us. Whereas God stopped Abraham from 
sacrificing his son, God did not spare his own Son, Jesus, from dying on the cross.  

B. If Jesus had lived, the rest of humankind would have died.  
C. God sent his only Son to die for us so that we could be spared from the eternal death we 

deserve and instead receive eternal life (John 3:16). 
 
14 So Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide. And it is said to this day, “On the 
mountain of the Lord it will be seen and provided.” 

A. Abraham received abundant blessings because he obeyed God.  
B. God promised to give Abraham’s descendants the ability to conquer their enemies.  
C. In addition, God promised Abraham’s children and grandchildren who would in turn bless 

the whole earth.  
D. People’s lives would be changed because of knowing of the faith of Abraham and his 

descendants.  
E. We often think of blessings as gifts that we will enjoy.  
F. But when God blesses us, his blessings may also overflow to others—today and into 

eternity. 
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