
Bible Study June 3, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 18 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

A. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house- When you go, God 
will show 

B. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 
you 

C. Genesis 14 –Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

D. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told him 
not to touch 

E. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he could 
see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

F. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
G. Last week we dealt with Obedience in Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total 

understanding 
 
Only God could have set the stage for this Bible study to fall in line like this. As we look 
around our country so much discord and social unrest tonight, this Bible Study will deal 
with some of these issues. 
 
Let’s be clear, the Bible calls man evil 
 

Romans 7:18 (AMP) 
18 For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh [my human nature, 
my worldliness—my sinful capacity]. For the willingness [to do good] is present in 
me, but the doing of good is not. 

They killed Jesus, the MLK, they killed JFK, they killed RFK, they killed Abraham 
Lincoln. There is no debate that we live in an evil world.  

 
Genesis 6:3 (AMP) 
3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive and remain with man forever, 
because he is indeed flesh [sinful, corrupt—given over to sensual appetites]; 
nevertheless his days shall yet be a hundred and twenty years.” 

 
John 10:10 (AMP) 
10 The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance [to the full, till it overflows]. 
Why is there so much evil in the world? It was poor choices 

 



Genesis 2:15-17 (AMP) 
15 So the Lord God took the man [He had made] and settled him in the Garden of 
Eden to cultivate and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
“You may freely (unconditionally) eat [the fruit] from every tree of the garden; 17 
but [only] from the tree of the knowledge (recognition) of good and evil you shall 
not eat, otherwise on the day that you eat from it, you shall most certainly die 
[because of your disobedience].” 
A. We opened the door to the death and it has spiraled out of control 
B. In Genesis 4 we see in the first family Cain killed his brother. 

 
God was so frustrated with us, that He flooded the earth to get rid of us. 

 
Genesis 6:11-13 (AMP) 
11 The [population of the] earth was corrupt [absolutely depraved—spiritually and 
morally putrid] in God’s sight, and the land was filled with violence [desecration, 
infringement, outrage, assault, and lust for power]. 12 God looked on the earth and 
saw how debased and degenerate it was, for all humanity had corrupted their way 
on the earth and lost their true direction.13 God said to Noah, “I intend to make an 
end of all that lives, for through men the land is filled with violence; and behold, I 
am about to destroy them together with the land. 

  
  
The focus on tonight’s study is how we treat our neighbors or guests is a reflection of 
our relationship with God, because all people regardless of their race, creed, color are 
children of God. 
 

HOW WE TREAT OTHERS IS A REFLECTION OF HOW WE FEEL ABOUT GOD 
 

I don’t know if you have ever watched the show Undercover Boss. It’s pretty cool to see when 
people find out the boss was actually one of the employees. Believers whether you believe or 

not, GOD IS WATCHING OUR EVERY ACTION and WE WILL BE JUDGED ON IT. 
 
Let us jump into Genesis 18 
 
Birth of Isaac Promised 
1 Now the Lord appeared to Abraham by the terebinth trees of Mamre [in Hebron], while 
he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he raised his eyes and 
looked up, behold, three men were standing [a little distance] from him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed down [with his face] to the 
ground,  

A. There must have been something distinguishable about these three men for Abraham to 
respond in the manner to which he did respond 

B. You notice the way in which Abraham honor them by bowing down to the ground before 
them 

  
3 and Abraham said, “My lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, please do not pass 
by your servant [without stopping to visit].  

A. There is something significant about going into a person's home 
B. Opening a home for someone and treating them like royalty was normal in biblical times 



C. They would actually have a person at the door would wash your feet before you came 
into the house 

D. Imagine having a pedicure machine at your front door so you can treat your guests to a 
foot rub 

4 Please let a little water be brought [by one of my servants] and [you may] wash your 
feet, and recline and rest comfortably under the tree.  

A. We see hear Abraham treated his guests very well 
B. He told them to recline rest and be comfortable 
C. Have you ever failed a test of hospitality?  

  
5 And I will bring a piece of bread to refresh and sustain you; after that you may go on, 
since you have come to your servant.” And they replied, “Do as you have said.” 6 So 
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quickly, get ready three measures of 
fine meal, knead it and bake cakes.” 7 Abraham also ran to the herd and brought a calf, 
tender and choice, and he gave it to the servant [to butcher], and he hurried to prepare it. 
8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before the 
men; and he stood beside them under the tree while they ate. 

A. Abraham was eager to show hospitality to these three visitors, as was Lot (19:2). In 
Abraham’s day, people’s reputations were largely connected to their hospitality—the 
sharing of home and food. Even strangers were to be treated as highly honored guests. 
Meeting another’s need for food or shelter was and still is one of the most immediate and 
practical ways to obey God. It is also a time-honored relationship builder. Hebrews 13:2 
suggests that we, like Abraham, might actually entertain angels. This thought should be 
on our minds the next time we have the opportunity to meet a stranger’s needs. 

B. It was traditional for host to stand for guest to be served 
 
Genesis 19 (NLT) 
Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed 
1 That evening the two angels came to the entrance of the city of Sodom. Lot was sitting 
there, and when he saw them, he stood up to meet them. Then he welcomed them and 
bowed with his face to the ground. 2 “My lords,” he said, “come to my home to wash your 
feet, and be my guests for the night. You may then get up early in the morning and be on 
your way again.” “Oh no,” they replied. “We’ll just spend the night out here in the city 
square.”3 But Lot insisted, so at last they went home with him. Lot prepared a feast for 
them, complete with fresh bread made without yeast, and they ate. 4 But before they 
retired for the night, all the men of Sodom, young and old, came from all over the city and 
surrounded the house. 5 They shouted to Lot, “Where are the men who came to spend 
the night with you? Bring them out to us so we can have sex with them!”6 So Lot stepped 
outside to talk to them, shutting the door behind him. 7 “Please, my brothers,” he begged, 
“don’t do such a wicked thing. 8 Look, I have two virgin daughters. Let me bring them out 
to you, and you can do with them as you wish. But please, leave these men alone, for 
they are my guests and are under my protection.” 
  

Hebrews 13:1-2 (NLT) 
1 Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. 2 Don’t forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels 
without realizing it! 3 Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. 
Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies. 

 
I BELIEVE FOR US TO GROW AND CHANGE WE HAVE TO LEARN WHAT LOVE IS. 

http://localhost:5001/NLT/01-Gen-019.001-019.038_NLT.xhtml#vs-Gen.19.2
http://localhost:5001/NLT/58-Heb-013.001-013.025_NLT.xhtml#vs-Heb.13.2


Matthew 22:36-39 (AMP) 
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 And Jesus 
replied to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 
39 The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself [that is, 
unselfishly seek the best or higher good for others].’  

 
Luke 6:32-36 (MSG) 
31-34 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want 
people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the 
lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you 
only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do 
that. If you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? 
The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that. 
 
35-36 “I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll 
never—I promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father 
lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our 
Father is kind; you be kind. 
 
John 15:12 (AMP) 
12 “This is My commandment, that you love and unselfishly seek the best for one 
another, just as I have loved you. 

 
 

Luke 10:27-37 (NLT) 
27 And he replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this habitually 
and you will live.” 29 But he, wishing to justify and vindicate himself, asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he encountered robbers, who stripped him of his 
clothes [and belongings], beat him, and went their way[unconcerned], leaving him 
half dead. 31 Now by coincidence a priest was going down that road, and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite also came down to 
the place and saw him, and passed by on the other side [of the road]. 33 But a 
Samaritan (foreigner), who was traveling, came upon him; and when he saw him, 
he was deeply moved with compassion [for him], 34 and went to him and bandaged 
up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them [to sooth and disinfect the injuries]; 
and he put him on his own pack-animal, and brought him to an inn and took care of 
him. 35 On the next day he took out two denarii (two days’ wages) and gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I return.’ 36 Which of these three do you think proved himself a 
neighbor to the man who encountered the robbers?”37 He answered, “The one who 
showed compassion and mercy to him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and 
constantly do the same.” 
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