
Bible Study June 24, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 21 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

1. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house - When you go, 
God will show 

2. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip 
with you 

3. Genesis 14 – Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

4. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told 
him not to touch 

5. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he 
could see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

6. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
7. Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total understanding 
8. Genesis 18 – How we treat others 
9. Genesis 18:22-33 – Dealt with intercession in prayer 
10. And last week Genesis 20:1-17 Speaking in Truth 

 
 
Today we are jumping into Chapter 21 
 
Isaac Is Born 
1 The Lord graciously remembered and visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for 
her as He had promised.  

A. We see here that God is a promise keeper 
B. All the promises of God are Yes and Amen 

 
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 (MSG) 
20-22 Whatever God has promised gets stamped with the Yes of Jesus. In him, this 
is what we preach and pray, the great Amen, God’s Yes and our Yes together, 
gloriously evident. God affirms us, making us a sure thing in Christ, putting his 
Yes within us. By his Spirit he has stamped us with his eternal pledge—a sure 
beginning of what he is destined to complete. 

 
Hebrews 6:12 (MSG) 
9-12 I’m sure that won’t happen to you, friends. I have better things in mind for 
you—salvation things! God doesn’t miss anything. He knows perfectly well all the 
love you’ve shown him by helping needy Christians, and that you keep at it. And 
now I want each of you to extend that same intensity toward a full-bodied hope and 



keep at it till the finish. Don’t drag your feet. Be like those who stay the course with 
committed faith and then get everything promised to them. 
 

 
Genesis 21 
2 So Sarah conceived and gave birth to a son for Abraham in his old age, at the appointed 
time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham named his son Isaac (laughter), the son 
to whom Sarah gave birth.  

 
Numbers 23:19 (NLT) 
19 God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human, so he does not change his 
mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act?    Has he ever promised and not 
carried it through? 
  

  
4 So Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, just as God had 
commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born. 6 
Sarah said, “God has made me laugh; all who hear [about our good news] will laugh with 
me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 
For I have given birth to a son by him in his old age.” 

A. Who could have believed that Abraham would have a son at 100 years of age—and live 
to raise him to adulthood?  

B. But doing the impossible is everyday business for God.  
C. Our big problems won’t seem so impossible if we let God handle them. 

  
Luke 18:27 (AMP) 
27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.” 

  
D. After repeated promises, a visit by two angels, and the appearance of the Lord himself, 

Sarah finally cried out with surprise and joy at the birth of her son.  
E. Because of her doubt, worry, and fear, she had forfeited the peace she could have felt in 

God’s wonderful promise to her.  
F. The way to bring peace to a troubled heart is to focus on God’s promises.  
G. Trust him to do what he says. 
H. I know the promises and stories of the Bible is what I hold on to, for I know if God did it 

for them that God can do it for me 
I. Remember God is not moved my need, but by faith 

8 The child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, and Abraham held a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. 
 
Sarah Turns Against Hagar 
9 Now [as time went on] Sarah saw [Ishmael] the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abraham, mocking [Isaac]. 10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this 
maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.”  

A. It’s amazing how people can change on you after you are no longer useful for their 
purpose 

B. Hagar never requested to be with Abraham, it was Sarah who asked her 
C. People often have amnesia and forget it was you that helped them 

  



11 The situation distressed Abraham greatly because of his son [Ishmael].  
A. Obviously with Abraham being Ishmael's father he was devastated by his wife's request  
B. For my blended family folk, please give grace with children that come with people 
C. It’s not the child’s fault 

  
12 God said to Abraham, “Do not let it distress you because of Ishmael and your maid; 
whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her and do what she asks, for your descendants will 
be named through Isaac. 13 And I will also make a nation of [Ishmael] the son of the maid, 
because he is your descendant.”  

A. God comforted Abraham by giving him peace with what he had to do 
B. Romans 8:28 tells us "all things work together for the good for those who love God and 

those are called according to his purpose his plan and Design" 
C. It's awesome to know that we have a God that covers all the bases  

 
14 So Abraham got up early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave 
them to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. 
And she left [but lost her way] and wandered [aimlessly] in the Wilderness of 
Beersheba.15 When the water in the skin was all gone, Hagar abandoned the boy under 
one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away, 
for she said, “Do not let me see the boy die.” And as she sat down opposite him, she 
raised her voice and wept. 17 God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called 
to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for 
God has heard the voice of the boy from where he is [resting].  

A. Abraham had a greater Covenant with Sarah than he did with Hagar 
B. The Bible says no man can serve two masters – Matthew 6:24 
C. Choices, Decisions, and Consequences 
D. The story lets us know that God hears our cries  
E. This reminds me of how Jonah cried out to God in the belly of the whale. 

  
Jonah’s Prayer 
1 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish, 2 and said, 
“I called out of my trouble and distress to the Lord, and He answered me; out of 
the belly of Sheol I cried for help, and You heard my voice. 
  

18 Get up, help the boy up, and hold him by the hand, for I will make him a great nation.”  
A. What happened to Ishmael, and who are his descendants? Ishmael became the ancestor 

of a large tribe or nation. The Ishmaelites were nomads living in the wilderness of Paran, 
south of Israel. One of Ishmael’s daughters married Esau, Ishmael’s nephew (28:9). The 
Bible pictures the Ishmaelites as hostile to Israel and to God (Psalm 83:5-6). 

  
19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water; and she went and filled the 
[empty] skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with Ishmael, and he grew 
and developed; and he lived in the wilderness and became an [expert] archer. 21 He lived 
in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
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