
Bible Study June 17, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 20 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

A. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house - When you go, God 
will show 

B. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 
you 

C. Genesis 14 – Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

D. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told him 
not to touch 

E. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he could 
see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

F. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
G. Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total understanding 
H. Genesis 18 – How we treat others 
I. AND LAST week we dealt with intercession in prayer 

 
Genesis 20:1-17 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

• Test: Abraham admitted to wrongdoing and took the actions needed to set things right. 
• Application: When I sin, is my tendency to cover up, or confess? Do I practice the truth 

that an apology must sometimes be accompanied by restitution' 
 
Abraham’s Deception 
1 Now Abraham journeyed from there toward the Negev (the South country), and settled 
between Kadesh and Shur; then he lived temporarily in Gerar. 2 Abraham said [again] of 
Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah [into 
his harem].  

A. Abraham had used this same trick before to protect himself (12:11-13). Although 
Abraham is one of our heroes of faith, he did not learn his lesson well enough the first 
time.  

B. In fact, by giving in to the temptation again, he risked turning a sinful act into a sinful 
pattern of lying whenever he suspected his life was in danger. 

C. The Bible calls the devil the father of lies 
  

John 8:44 (AMP) 
44 You are of your father the devil, and it is your will to practice the desires [which are 
characteristic] of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks what is 
natural to him, for he is a liar and the father of lies and half-truths. 

http://localhost:5001/NLT/01-Gen-012.001-012.020_NLT.xhtml#vs-Gen.12.11


  
Numbers 23:19 (AMP) 
19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has 
He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken and will He not make it good and 
fulfill it? 

1. So, when we lie, we are allowing the devil to use us 
2. Question, how often is he using you? 
3. The Bible says to speak the truth in love 

 
Ephesians 4:15 (AMP) 
15 But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both our speech and our lives 
expressing His truth], let us grow up in all things into Him [following His example] 
who is the Head—Christ. 
  
John 14:6 (AMP) 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the [only] Way [to God] and the [real] Truth and the [real] 
Life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

1. No matter how much we love God, certain temptations are especially difficult for us to 
resist. These are the vulnerable spots in our spiritual armor. As we struggle with these 
weaknesses, we can be encouraged to know that God is watching out for us just as 
he did for Abraham. Seeking our own strategy without him only worsens matters. 
When we don’t trust God, we will lie. 

2. Why did Abraham lie, because he allowed fear to creep in. 
3. WE LIE BECAUSE WE DON’T TRUST THE TRUTH TO BE ENOUGH 
4. Remember Romans 8:31 - If God be for you who could be against you 

 
3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream during the night, and said, “Behold, you are a 
dead man because of the woman whom you have taken [as your wife], for she is another 
man’s wife.”  

A. Here we see God often speaks to us through dreams 
B. And that the king was receptive to God 
C. My sheep hear my voice 
D. God covers his anointed and protects them and those connected to him 

 
4 Now Abimelech had not yet come near her; so he said, “Lord, will you kill a people who 
are righteous and innocent and blameless [regarding Sarah]?  

A. Abimelech knew God’s voice and spoke with God on the issue 
B. He plead his case 

 
5 Did Abraham not tell me, ‘She is my sister?’ And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In 
the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 Then God said to 
him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this in the integrity of your heart, for it was I who 
kept you back and spared you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not give you an 
opportunity to touch her.  

A. Abimelech had unknowingly taken a married woman to be his wife and was about to 
commit adultery. But God somehow prevented him from touching Sarah and held him 
back from sinning. What mercy on God’s part! How many times has God done the same 
for us, holding us back from sin in ways we can’t even detect? We have no way of 
knowing—we just know from this story that he can. God works just as often in ways we 
can’t see as in ways we can. 



B. Here we see God knows our heart 
C. Man judges by outward appearance, but God judges the heart 
D. And we see God held him back from sinning 
E. This is amazing, God protected him for himself 

 
6 Ways Heart Is Used  

1. The physical pump: 1 Sam. 25:37; Proverbs 14:30 
2. Soul affection: Dt. 19:6, 20:8, 28:47; Pr. 4:7, 13:2 
3. The conscience:1 Sam 24:5, Job 27:6 
4. Human Nature: Jer. 17:9, Mark 7:20-23 
5. The Mind: Ex. 35:5, 35, Dt. 29:4, 1 Kings 3:9, 4:29, ISA. 14:13, Rom. 10:6 
6. The Center of anything: Ex. 15:8, Matt. 12:40 

 
What a poor excuse for a man who had been promised complete protection and blessing from 
God! If he had believed God, he would have known that nothing could hurt him until he had 
received the full blessings promised in the Abrahamic covenant. 
 

This proves you can have all the faith in the world and still have human moments. 
 
7 So now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will 
live. But if you do not return her [to him], know that you shall die, you and all who are 
yours (your household).” 

A. God told him who Abraham was and it also tells him the need of prayer 
B. Notice God says, to have him pray for you 

 
James 5:16 (MSG) 
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another [your false steps, your offenses], and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed and restored. The heartfelt and 
persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) can accomplish much [when put into 
action and made effective by God—it is dynamic and can have tremendous power].  
 
James 5:16 (NLT) 
The prayer of a person living right with God is something powerful to be reckoned 
with.  

 
8 So Abimelech got up early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all 
these things; and the men were terrified. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to 
him, “What have you done to us? And how have I offended you that you have brought on 
me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me what ought not to be done [to 
anyone].” 10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What have you encountered or seen [in us 
or our customs], that you have done this [unjust] thing?” 11 Abraham said, “Because I 
thought, ‘Surely there is no fear or reverence of God in this place, and they will kill me 
because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she actually is my [half] sister; she is the daughter of my 
father [Terah], but not of my mother; and she became my wife. 13 When God caused me to 
wander from my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This kindness and loyalty you can show 
me: at every place we stop, say of me, “He is my brother.”’”  

A. This is what happens when we prejudge 
B. We will always place ourselves in bad situations when we assume 
C. Because Abraham mistakenly assumed that Abimelech was a wicked man, he made a 

quick decision to tell a half-truth.  



D. Abraham thought it would be more effective to deceive Abimelech than to trust God to 
work in the king’s life.  

E. Don’t assume that God will not work in a situation that has potential problems.  
F. You may not completely understand the situation, and God may intervene when you least 

expect it. 
 
14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen and male and female slaves, and gave them to 
Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him [as God commanded]. 15 So Abimelech said, 
“Behold, my land is before you; settle wherever you please.” 16 Then to Sarah he said, 
“Look, I have given this brother of yours a thousand pieces of silver; it is to compensate 
you [for all that has happened] and to vindicate your honor before all who are with you; 
before all men you are cleared and compensated.” 17 So Abraham prayed to God, and 
God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, and they again gave birth to children, 

A. Why did God punish Abimelech when the king had no idea Sarah was married?  
1. Even though Abimelech’s intentions were good, as long as Sarah was living in his 

harem he was in danger of sinning. A person who eats a poisonous toadstool thinking 
it’s a harmless mushroom no doubt has perfectly good intentions—but will still suffer. 
Sin is a poison that damages us and those around us, whatever our intentions.  

2. The punishment, striking all the women of Abimelech’s household with infertility, 
lasted only as long as Abimelech was in danger of sleeping with Sarah. It was meant 
to get Abimelech’s attention, not to harm him.  

3. The punishment clearly showed that Abraham was in league with almighty God. This 
incident may have made Abimelech respect and fear Abraham’s God. 
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