
Bible Study June 10, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 18 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

A. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house- When you go, God 
will show 

B. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 
you 

C. Genesis 14 –Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

D. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with, whether or not he would touch what God told him 
not to touch 

E. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham’s vision, to see past what he could 
see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

F. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
G. Last week we dealt with Obedience in Genesis 17 – Faith is total obedience without total 

understanding 
 
This week we will be dealing with intercession in prayer 
 
Genesis 18:20-33 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

• Test: Abraham prayed for Sodom. 
• Application: Am I eager to see people punished, or do I care for people in spite of their 

sinfulness' 
 
Genesis 18 
20 And the Lord said, “The outcry [of the sin] of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, 
and their sin is exceedingly grave. 21 I will go down now, and see whether they have acted 
[as vilely and wickedly] as the outcry which has come to Me [indicates]; and if not, I will 
know.” 

A. Here we see that God hears the cries of his people 
B. We also see that God receives knowledge of true conditions and becomes acquitted with 

existing facts 
C. God gave the people of Sodom a fair test. He was not ignorant of the city’s wicked 

practices, but in his fairness and patience he gave its people one last chance to repent. 
D. God is still waiting, giving people the opportunity to turn to him (2 Peter 3:9). Those who 

are wise will turn to him before his patience wears out. 
  



2 Peter 3:9 (AMP) 
9 The Lord does not delay [as though He were unable to act] and is not slow about 
His promise, as some count slowness, but is [extraordinarily] patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 
 
Back to main text: 
22 Now the [two] men (angelic beings) turned away from there and went toward Sodom, 
but Abraham remained standing before the Lord. 23 Abraham approached [the Lord] and 
said, “Will You really sweep away the righteous (those who do right) with the wicked 
(those who do evil)?  

A. Here we have the first example of intercession in Scripture, but not the first prayer 
B. Notice how he plead with God for mercy on others, giving reasons for his request 
C. Abraham gives us a blueprint on intercessor prayer 

 
24 Suppose there are fifty righteous [people] within the city; will You really sweep it away 
and not spare it for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it?  

A. Did Abraham change God’s mind? Of course not.  
B. The more likely answer is that God changed Abraham’s mind.  
C. Abraham knew that God is just and that he punishes sin, but he may have wondered 

about God’s mercy.  
D. Abraham seemed to be probing God’s mind to see how merciful he really was.  
E. Thank God we don’t get what we deserve 
F. He left his conversation with God convinced that God was both kind and fair.  
G. Our prayers may not change God’s mind, but they may change ours, just as Abraham’s 

prayer changed his.  
H. Prayer helps us better understand the mind of God. 

 
 
25 Far be it from You to do such a thing—to strike the righteous with the wicked, so that 
the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right [by executing just and righteous judgment]?” 

A. Why did God let Abraham question his justice and intercede for a wicked city?  
B. Abraham knew that God must punish sin, but he also knew from experience that God is 

merciful to sinners.  
C. God knew there were not ten righteous people in the city, but he was merciful enough to 

allow Abraham to intercede.  
D. He was also merciful enough to help Lot, Abraham’s nephew, get out of Sodom before it 

was destroyed.  
E. God does not take pleasure in destroying the wicked, but he must punish sin.  
F. He is both just and merciful.  
G. The greatest news of our lives is that God’s mercy extends to us. 

 
 
Was God being unfair to the people of Sodom? Did he really plan to destroy the righteous with 
the wicked? On the contrary, God’s fairness stood out.  

1) He agreed to spare the entire city if only ten righteous people lived there.  
2) He showed great mercy toward Lot, apparently the only man in the city who had any kind 

of relationship with him (and even that was questionable).  



3) He showed great patience toward Lot, almost forcing him to leave Sodom before it was 
destroyed. Remember God’s patience when you are tempted to think he is unfair. Even 
the godliest people deserve his justice. We can thank God that he doesn’t direct his 
justice toward us as he did toward Sodom. 

 
Lamentations 3:22-23 (NLT) 
22 The faithful love of the Lord never ends!  His mercies never cease. 23 Great is his 
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. 

 
 
26 So the Lord said, “If I find within the city of Sodom fifty righteous [people], then I will 
spare the entire place for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered, “Now behold, I who am but 
dust [in origin] and ashes have decided to speak to the Lord. 28 If five of the fifty 
righteous are lacking, will You destroy the entire city for lack of five?” And He said, “If I 
find [at least] forty-five [righteous people] there, I will not destroy it.” 29 Abraham spoke 
to Him yet again and said, “Suppose [only] forty are found there.” And He said, “I will not 
do it for the sake of the forty [who are righteous].” 30 Then Abraham said [to Him], “Oh, 
may the Lord not be angry, and I will speak; suppose thirty [righteous people] are found 
there?” And He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said, “Now behold, I 
have decided to speak to the Lord [again]. Suppose [only] twenty [righteous people] are 
found there?” And the Lord said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.” 32 Then 
Abraham said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry [with me], and I will speak only this once; 
suppose ten [righteous people] are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for 
the sake of the ten.” 33 As soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham the Lord 
departed, and Abraham returned to his own place. 

A. God showed Abraham that asking for anything is allowed, with the understanding that 
God’s answers come from God’s perspective.  

B. They are not always in harmony with our expectations, for only he knows the whole 
story.  

C. Are you missing God’s better answer to a prayer because you are only considering the 
answer you expect? 

 
 
PRAYER POINTS: 

Matthew 7:7-9 (AMP) 
Prayer and the Golden Rule 
7 “Ask and keep on asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking 
and you will find; knock and keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you. 
8 For everyone who keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on seeking finds, 
and to him who keeps on knocking, it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among 
you who, if his son asks for bread, will [instead] give him a stone? 
 
Mark 11:22-24 (AMP) 
22 Jesus replied, “Have faith in God [constantly]. 23 I assure you and most solemnly 
say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea!’ 
and does not doubt in his heart [in God’s unlimited power], but believes that what 
he says is going to take place, it will be done for him [in accordance with God’s 
will]. 24 For this reason I am telling you, whatever things you ask for in prayer [in 
accordance with God’s will], believe [with confident trust] that you have received 
them, and they will be given to you. 



 
James 5:16 (AMP) 
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another [your false steps, your offenses], 
and pray for one another, that you may be healed and restored. The heartfelt and 
persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) can accomplish much [when put 
into action and made effective by God—it is dynamic and can have tremendous 
power]. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NLT) 
16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
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