
NEHEMIAH 

LESSON 3: PERSEVERE AND PROTECT 
In this lesson, the children will see how Nehemiah persevered even as obstacle after 
obstacle attempted to thwart his mission of rebuilding the wall.  
 

TOPICS 
Commitment, Faith, Hardship, Humility, Pleasing God, Serving, Stand-firm 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
Build and Protect (Activity)  

WORSHIP TIME (5 minutes) 
 
BIBLE VERSE (7 minutes) 
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters," Colossians 3:23 NIV 
Repeat the Bible verse to the children. Have them repeat it with you two more times adding 
motions. This will prepare them for today's song. 
 

BIBLE STORY (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
We have been learning about Nehemiah for a couple of weeks now. Today, we will continue our 
story of Nehemiah's rebuilding the walls and gates of Jerusalem to protect the Israelites from 
their enemy. However, several people do not like what Nehemiah is doing. They don’t believe 
that the walls can be restored. Let’s read our story and see how Nehemiah responds to his 
critics. 
 
Read Nehemiah 4 (Opposition to the Rebuilding) 
(Optional) Nehemiah Rebuilds (Story)  
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do they have to fix the walls and gates? (To protect Jerusalem from its enemies.) 
2. How does Nehemiah respond when people make fun of his plan to rebuild Jerusalem's walls 
and gates? (He prays to God and then continues to build. He also reacts quickly and ensures 
everyone is protected.) 
3. What must all the workers hold in their hands? (Every worker must hold a weapon in one 
hand and working tools or materials in the other.) 
4. Do they ever stop working on the walls and gates? (No, they work day and night.) 
5. Have you ever worked on something that took a long time? How did you complete it? (Allow 
children to respond.)        

FUN TIME (10 minutes) 
Prayer's Power of Protection (Activity)  

ALTERNATE FUN TIME (10 minutes) 



Obstacles and Opposition (Activity)  

PRAYER/SNACK (10 minutes) 
Thank God for His protection as well as His provision today's snack. Ask the children to discuss 
different ways in which God protects and provides for us. 

NEXT WEEK 
Come back next week to continue Nehemiah's story and see how long it takes him to finish 
repairing Jerusalem's walls and gates. 
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