
BUILD AND PROTECT 
This activity will help young children gain an understanding of the obstacles that 
Nehemiah faced while rebuilding the wall. 

TOPICS: 
Abilities, Fellowship, Pleasing God, Talents, 
Teamwork, Unity 

MATERIALS: 
Activity page [ATTACHED]  
Glue, scissors, crayons or markers 
 

 
DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 

  

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
Have children cut along the dotted line on the bottom of their pages. Students will then cut out 
the brick and sword. Have children paste the brick in one of their builders hands and the sword 
in the other hand. Let the students color the page. 
 
Read Nehemiah 4:15-18 aloud to the class as they work on their activities. 

When the activity is complete, discuss how hard it would be to work with only one hand. 

 



 

 



NEHEMIAH REBUILDS 
In this story, Nehemiah trusts that God will grant him success in restoring Jerusalem's 
wall and gates. Nehemiah puts his hope and faith in God’s protection and provision while 
persevering through obstacles. 
 
  
For additional ideas to techniques to enhance telling a story, NEXT PAGE 

TOPICS: 
Difficulties, Endurance, Hardship, Patience, Pleasing 
God, Prayer, Serving, Trails 

MATERIALS: 
Pretend sword and hammer 

   
DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 
 
(Use your hammer to lightly pound on the wall, 
pretending to repair it. Have your sword in one hand 
acting as if you are watching for the enemy. Stop and 
look at the class.) 
 
Hello,  my name is Nehemiah. I don’t know if you heard 
of me yet. It is ok if you haven’t, for I am just another 
one of God’s servants. Have you ever worked on 
something so big that you wondered if you were ever 
going to be done? Try rebuilding this entire wall. I am 
here to help my people rebuild and fix their wall and 
gates. If we don’t fix them soon, we will be an easy 
target for the enemy. 

 

(Continue hammering and then pause again to address class.) 
When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry. He and his mean 
unbelieving friends were mocking us by saying things like, “What are those feeble Jews doing? 
Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring 
the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are? What they are 
building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!” 
 
(Shake your head as so annoyed.) 
Who asks these sorts of questions? Like a fox is really going to break down these walls. 
(Continue hammering for a moment.) 
 
I am a man of God. I don’t know when this wall will complete, but I do know my God and His 
plans are perfect. His timing is perfect. I just have to trust and obey my Lord. My aim is to please 
the Lord, not Sanballat or anyone else that doubts that we can rebuild these walls. 
 



(Look over your shoulder as to be startled that an enemy might be coming. Hold your sword as if 
ready to fight.) The enemy is plotting to come and fight against us and stir up trouble against 
Jerusalem. They want to put an end to our work on the wall. So far, we have rebuilt the wall until 
it has reached half its height. The people are working with all their hearts. Whatever you do in 
life, little ones, do it as working for the Lord not for man. Work with all your hearts. 
(Look as if you just had a good idea.) We must pray to God and then post a guard day and night 
to meet these threats. The enemy will try to attack us from every direction. We will be ready for 
the enemy, but we will also keep working day and night. We are God’s servants and we trust 
that He will give us success in rebuilding the wall and gates completely. 
 
(Look at the class intently.) I need more laborers and guards. Don’t be afraid. Remember the 
Lord, who is great and awesome. We have a lot of work still to do. We will spread out. If you 
hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us! We will frustrate our 
enemies. We will trust and obey God as we rebuild the wall. 

THE END 

  



STORY TELLING TIPS 
Story telling is an old age art that most any one can do. To become a really good story 
teller takes practice. These tips will help you become a better story teller. 
 
  
When my child was a preschooler, she loved going to the library with me for story time. She sat 
quietly and listened to the storyteller as if she were one of the characters in the book the 
storyteller read. The children giggled, covered their eyes, and yelled in unison. They were 
excited about the story. Until my daughter attended story time, I did not realize how storytelling 
could be such a powerful medium to communicate with children. A great story can give a child a 
realistic picture right from his or her own imagination that lasts forever. 

Storytelling can be done effectively through a range of visual and 
vocal emotions. You don't need to be highly experienced. You only 
need to read, use your imagination, and make funny, loud, or silly 
noises. Add some arm movements and face contortions and anyone 
can be a storytelling star. 
 
The key is to really get into the story yourself as if you were hearing 
it for the first time as a small child. If you are really adventurous, not 
minding the adults that may be accompanying their children, you can 
even dance around the room in a animated fashion. 
 
Children love to interact with the story, so whenever possible, ask 
the children to take part in the storytelling. For example, children can 
make rain noises, or they can guess which animals oink and quack. 

 

Change your voice's reflection - loud at times and soft at others, use different voices for different 
characters. 

Storytelling is a great way to teach the children about Jesus without spending a lot of money on 
supplies or materials. Kid’s Sunday School Place has many stories available for usage—all you 
need is yourself and your commitment to be silly in the name of the Lord. 

Other items you can use for a great story time: 
Faces of main characters or pictures of objects in the story can be drawn on paper and attached 
to wooden rulers. Display these props at the appropriate time while telling the story. For 
example, when you tell the story of Noah, use a paper face for Noah, Mrs. Noah, and an animal 
or two. These visuals will help keep the children's attention. 

Bring a twin size blanket or comforter to place on the floor for the children to sit on. This will 
make them comfortable, and feel like they are in a special setting. 

  



PRAYER'S POWER OF PROTECTION 
The children will enjoy a brief activity that will teach them how to apply prayer's power of 
protection. 
 

TOPICS: 
Faith, Hardship, Prayer 
 

MATERIALS: 
None 
 

 
DURATION: 
Approximately 5 minutes 

  

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
Throughout the Bible there are examples of God's enemies trying to stop His good plans. This 
was the case when the enemy tried to stop God’s servant, Nehemiah, from rebuilding the wall. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What was Nehemiah’s first reaction when the enemy arrived? (Nehemiah said, “Let’s pray to 
God.”) 
2. Why do you think Nehemiah prayed first? (Answers may vary. He wanted God’s advice. He 
trusted God to show him what to do. He wanted God’s help and protection.) 
3. Have you ever been threatened or afraid of someone? What did you do? (Allow students to 
respond.) 
 
Prayer should be our first line of defense. Looking to God for help and protection in prayer can 
change any situation. Let’s practice together. I will say something nice or something an enemy 
might say. If you think my words are something an enemy would say, respond with "God please 
help and protect me." 
 
Sayings: 
I do not like you. 
Your shoes are ugly. 
I think you are kind. 
I am going to rip up your artwork. 
Can we play? 
You cannot play with us. 
You can be my friend. 

  



OBSTACLES AND OPPOSITION 
The children will have fun seeing how hard they have to work to build a structure after 
obstacles are introduced into the mix. 
 

TOPICS: 
Difficulties, Endurance, Hardship, Patience, 
Serving, Trials 

MATERIALS: 
Fake Swords (toy sword, foam noodles, etc.) 
Legos or blocks 
 

 
DURATION: 
Approximately 5 minutes 

  

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
Nehemiah faced many obstacles and opposition while rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, but he 
didn't let that stop him from carrying out the task God gave him to do. Today, we are going to 
see how those helping Nehemiah may have felt while they worked with one hand and protected 
themselves with the other. 

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Put the children into groups and set a time limit of 3 minutes to build a structure using only one 
hand. Give each child a fake sword to hold in one hand and have them build a tower or wall with 
the other hand using blocks or Legos. If you prefer a weaponless option, have students place 
one hand behind their backs. See who builds the sturdiest or tallest structure. 
 
Discuss how hard it was to build the structure using just one hand. Ask the children to imagine 
how much harder the task would have been if they had to build day and night without many 
breaks. 
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