
Bible Study May 6, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 14 (AMP) 
War of the Kings 
1 In the days of the [Eastern] kings Amraphel of Shinar, Arioch of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 
of Elam, and Tidal of Goiim, 2 they [invaded the Jordan Valley near the Dead Sea, and] 
made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, 
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All of these [kings] joined 
together [as allies] in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Sea of Salt). 4 Twelve years they 
had served Chedorlaomer [the most powerful king in the invading confederacy], but in 
the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the [three] 
kings who were with him attacked and subdued the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the 
Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their mountainous 
country of Seir, as far as El-paran, which is on the border of the wilderness. 7 Then they 
turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and subdued all the country of the 
Amalekites, and also the Amorites who lived in Hazazon-tamar. 8 Then the kings of 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela (that is, Zoar) came out; and they joined 
together for battle with the invading kings in the Valley of Siddim, 9 against Chedorlaomer 
king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim and Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of 
Ellasar—four kings against five.  

A. Who was Kedorlaomer, and why was he important?  
B. In Abram’s time, most cities had their own kings.  
C. Wars and rivalries among kings were common.  
D. A conquered city paid tribute to the victorious king.  
E. Nothing is known about Kedorlaomer except what we read in the Bible, but apparently, 

he was quite powerful.  
F. Five cities, including Sodom, had paid tribute to him for 12 years.  
G. The five cities formed an alliance and rebelled by withholding tribute. 
H. Kedorlaomer reacted swiftly and reconquered them all.  

Genesis 14 (AMP) 
10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar (bitumen) pits; and as the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, they fell into them. But the remainder [of the kings] who survived fled to 
the hill country. 11 Then the victors took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah and 
all their food supply and provisions and left. 12 And they also took [captive] Lot, Abram’s 
nephew, and his possessions and left, for he was living in Sodom. 

A. Notice everything Lot took when he left from Abraham was taking from him 

  



Proverbs 10:22 (AMP) 
22 The blessing of the Lord brings [true] riches, and He adds no sorrow to it [for it comes 
as a blessing from God]. 

B. Lot’s greedy desire for the best of everything led him into sinful surroundings.  
C. His burning desire for possessions and success cost him his freedom and enjoyment.  
D. As a captive to Kedorlaomer, he faced torture, slavery, or death.  
E. In much the same way, we can be enticed into doing things or going places we 

shouldn’t.  
F. The prosperity we long for is captivating; it can both entice us and enslave us if our 

motives are not in line with God’s desires. 
G. When he defeated Sodom, he captured Lot, his family, and his possessions.  
H. I had to learn the hard way about out of season blessings 

Out of Season Blessing Characteristics 
1. You forced it 
2. It was a want and not a need 
3. You were focused on the wrong things 
4. You have to make unwanted changes to keep it 
5. It brings unnecessary pressure you didn’t have 
6. It’s not sustainable 

Genesis 14 (AMP) 
13 Then a survivor who had escaped [from the invading forces on the other side of the 
Jordan] came and told Abram the Hebrew. Now he was living by the terebinths (oaks) of 
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner—they were allies of Abram. 14 
When Abram heard that his nephew [Lot] had been captured, he armed and led out his 
trained men, born in his own house, [numbering] three hundred and eighteen, and went 
in pursuit as far [north] as Dan. 15 He divided his forces against them by night, he and his 
servants, and attacked and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is 
north of Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his 
nephew Lot and his possessions, and also the women, and the people. 

A. Abram, with only 318 men, chased Kedorlaomer’s army and attacked him near 
Damascus.  

B. With God’s help, he defeated them and recovered Lot, the other captives, and all that had 
been taken. 

C. This incident portrays three of Abram’s characteristics:  
(1) He had courage that came from God; facing a powerful foe, he attacked.  
(2) He was prepared; he had taken time to train his men for a potential conflict.  
(3) He had high regard for his family.  

D. We never know when we will be called upon to complete difficult tasks.  
E. Like Abram, we should prepare for those times and take courage from God when they 

come. 
F. When Abram learned that Lot was a prisoner, he harbored no grudge and immediately 

tried to rescue him.  

  



Matthew 18:22 (AMP) 

 22 Jesus answered him, “I say to you, not up to seven times, but seventy times seven. 

G. It would have been easier and safer not to become involved.  
H. But with his nephew in serious trouble, Abram acted at once.  
I. Sometimes we must get involved in messy or painful situations in order to help others.  
J. We should be willing to act immediately when others need our help. 

Genesis 14 
Abram and Melchizedek 

17 Then after Abram’s return from the defeat (slaughter) of Chedorlaomer and the kings 
who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that 
is, the King’s Valley). 18 Melchizedek king of Salem (ancient Jerusalem) brought out bread 
and wine [for them]; he was the priest of [d]God Most High. 19 And Melchizedek blessed 
Abram and said, “Blessed (joyful, favored) be Abram by God Most High, Creator and 
Possessor of heaven and earth; 

A. Who was Melchizedek? He was obviously a God-fearing man—a “priest of God Most 
High” who recognized God as the creator of heaven and earth.  

B. His name means “king of justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace” (see 
Hebrews 7:1-2).  

C. While some have suggested that Melchizedek was an appearance on earth of the 
preincarnate Christ in a temporary bodily form, a more likely possibility is that 
Melchizedek was a “type” of Christ (Hebrews 7:3).  

D. A type is a biblical person, event, or symbol that points to something or someone that 
comes later in Scripture.  

E. Types often point to Christ, illustrating lessons about him by their similarities to who he is 
or what he did. 

Hebrews 7:1-10 (AMP) 
Melchizedek’s Priesthood Like Christ’s 
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he 
returned from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a 
tenth of all [the spoil]. He is, first of all, by the translation of his name, king of 
righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, which means king of peace. 3 
Without [[a]any record of] father or mother, nor ancestral line, without [any record of] 
beginning of days (birth) nor ending of life (death), but having been made like the Son 
of God, he remains a priest without interruption and without successor.  4 Now pause 
and consider how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of 
the spoils. 5 It is true that those descendants of Levi who are charged with the priestly 
office are commanded in the Law to collect tithes from the people—which means, 
from their kinsmen—though these have descended from Abraham. 6 But this person 
[Melchizedek] who is not from their Levitical ancestry received tithes from Abraham 
and blessed him who possessed the promises [of God]. 7 Yet it is beyond all dispute 
that the lesser person is always blessed by the greater one. 8 Furthermore, here [in 
the Levitical priesthood] tithes are received by men who are subject to death; but in 
that case [concerning Melchizedek], they are received by one of whom it is testified 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+14&version=AMP#fen-AMP-355d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30068a


that he lives on [perpetually]. 9 A person might even say that Levi [the father of the 
priestly tribe] himself, who received tithes, paid tithes through Abraham [the father of 
all Israel and of all who believe], 10 for Levi was still in the loins (unborn) of his 
forefather [Abraham] when Melchizedek met him (Abraham). 

 
Genesis 14 (AMP) 
20 And blessed, praised, and glorified be God Most High, who has given your enemies 
into your hand.” And Abram gave him a tenth of all [the treasure he had taken in battle]. 
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the goods (spoils of 
battle) for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand and 
sworn an oath to the Lord God Most High, the Creator and Possessor of heaven and 
earth, 23 that I would not take anything that is yours, from a thread to a sandal strap, so 
you could not say, ‘I [the King of Sodom] have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing 
except what my young men have eaten, and the share of the spoils belonging to the men 
[my allies] who went with me—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their share of the 
spoils.” 

A. Abram gave one-tenth of the goods he recovered to Melchizedek.  
B. Even in some pagan religions, it was traditional to give a tenth of one’s earnings to the 

gods.  
C. Abram followed accepted tradition; however, he refused to take any of the recovered 

goods from the king of Sodom.  
D. Even though this huge amount would significantly increase what he could have given to 

God, he chose to reject it for more important reasons—he didn’t want the ungodly king of 
Sodom to say, “I am the one who made Abram rich.”  

E. Instead, Abram wanted him to say, “God has made Abram rich.”  
F. In this case, accepting the gifts would have focused everyone’s attention on Abram or the 

king of Sodom rather than on God, the giver of victory.  
G. When people look at us, they need to see what God has accomplished in our lives.  
H. When people look at our accomplishments and praise us, are we quick to give God the 

credit, or do we keep it for ourselves? 
 

Luke 19:11-19 (AMP) 
Parable of Money Usage 
11 While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because 
He was near Jerusalem, and they assumed that the kingdom of God was going to 
appear immediately [as soon as He reached the city]. 12 So He said, “A nobleman went 
to a distant country to obtain for himself a kingdom, and [then] to return. 13 So he 
called ten of his servants, and gave them ten minas [one apiece, each equal to about a 
hundred days’ wages] and said to them, ‘Do business [with this] until I return.’ 14 But 
his citizens [the residents of his new kingdom] hated him and sent a delegation after 
him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to be a king over us.’15 When he returned, after 
receiving the kingdom, he ordered that these servants, to whom he had given the 
money, be called to him, that he might find out what business they had done. 16 The 
first one came before him and said, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten more minas.’ 17 

And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you proved yourself faithful 
and trustworthy in a very little thing, you shall [now] have authority over ten cities [in 
my kingdom].’ 18 The second one came and said, ‘Lord, your mina has made five 
minas.’ 19 And he said to him also, ‘And you shall take charge over five cities.’ 



  
KEYS TO PROSPERING IN THIS SEASON OF CORONA 
  

1. We all must deal with it; my coach would always say we all have to play on the 
same field 

2. God already knew 
3. Manage the manageables - what I cannot control I don’t give energy too 
4. Even in this, there will be winners and losers 
5. There is a win for you but you have to find it 
6. I have changed my home around to accommodate our new world 
7. My wife has learned how to produce 
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