
Bible Study May 27, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 17 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 

A. Genesis 12:1 – Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house- When you go, God 
will show 

B. Genesis 13:8 – Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 
you 

C. Genesis 14 – The Abraham and to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

D. Genesis 14 – He was also tested with whether or not he would touch what God told him 
not to touch 

E. Genesis 15 – We dealt with God expanding Abraham vision, to see past what he could 
see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

F. Genesis 15 – I am the same God who brought you out 
 
 

TODAY’S TEST WILL BE DEALING WITH OBEDIENCE 
 
Genesis 17:9-27 

• Test: At God’s command, Abraham circumcised every male in his family. 
• Application: In what occasions in my life have I acted simply in obedience to God, 

and not because I understood the significance of what I was doing' 
 
Genesis 17:9-27 (AMP) 
9 Further, God said to Abraham, “As for you [your part of the agreement], you shall keep 
and faithfully obey [the terms of] My covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. 10 This is [the sign of] My covenant, which you shall keep 
and faithfully obey, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male 
among you shall be circumcised.  

A. God was making a covenant, a covenant is like a contract but different, between himself 
and Abraham.  

B. The terms were simple: Abraham would obey God and circumcise all the males in his 
household; God’s part was to give Abraham heirs, property, power, and wealth.  

C. Most contracts are even trades: We give something and, in turn, receive something of 
equal value.  

D. But when we become part of God’s covenant family, the blessings we receive far 
outweigh what we must give up. 

 
 



Romans 8:18 (AMP) 
18 For I consider [from the standpoint of faith] that the sufferings of the present life 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and 
in us! 
 
Proverbs 3:5-10 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on 
your own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and 
recognize Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing 
obstacles that block your way]. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord 
[with reverent awe and obedience] and turn [entirely] away from evil. 8 It will be 
health to your body [your marrow, your nerves, your sinews, your muscles—all 
your inner parts] And refreshment (physical well-being) to your bones. 9 Honor the 
Lord with your wealth And with the first fruits of all your crops (income);10 Then 
your barns will be abundantly filled And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

 
E. In the Bible, people’s names were very important—a name often described a person’s 

character or experience. Therefore, shortly before the promised son was conceived, God 
changed Abram’s name (which means “exalted father”) to Abraham (which means “father 
of many”). From this point on, the Bible calls him Abraham. 

F. Covenants – Commitment: the sincere fixity of purpose binding oneself intellectually and 
emotional to course of action 

G. Cost – Anything worth having will cost you something 
H. Cut or circumcise – It will force you to separate from something 
I. God wanted some skin in the game 
J. Was a commitment they made unto the Lord 
K. Why did God require circumcision? 

1. As a sign of obedience to him in all matters. 
2. As a sign of belonging to his covenant people. Once circumcised, a man would be 

identified as one of God’s chosen people (eventually the Jews) forever.  
3. As a symbol of “cutting off” the old life of sin, purifying one’s heart, and dedicating 

oneself to God.  
4. Possibly as a health measure. 
5. Circumcision separated God’s people from many of their pagan neighbors. In 

Abraham’s day, this was essential to develop the pure worship of the one true 
God. 

 
11 And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be the sign 
(symbol, memorial) of the covenant between Me and you.  

A. You will notice a pattern with God 
B. God always requires something of you 
C. God wants something that is valuable, especially to a man 
D. And blood was connected to this sacrifice 
E. Many people like a contract relationship with God, but serve a covenant God 
F. The difference between a covenant and a contract: 

• While a contract is legally binding, a covenant is a spiritual agreement. A contract 
is an agreement between parties while a covenant is a pledge. A covenant is an 
agreement you can break while a covenant is a perpetual promise…A contract 
exchanges one good for another, while a covenant is giving oneself to the other. 



o With a contract, if one agreeing party does something in violation of the 
contract then it is considered broken. The whole contract becomes null and 
void. Basically, the signers of a contract agree to hold up their ends as long as 
the other signatories hold up theirs too. 

o With a covenant, both parties agree to hold up their ends regardless of 
whether the other party keeps their part of the agreement. A violation of a 
covenant by one party doesn’t matter as far as the other party’s responsibility 
to continue to do what they agreed to do. 

 
12 Every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your 
generations, [including] a servant whether born in the house or one who is purchased 
with [your] money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants. 13 A servant who 
is born in your house or one who is purchased with your money must be circumcised; 
and [the sign of] My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And 
the male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off 
from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai (my princess), but her name will be 
Sarah (Princess). 16 I will bless her, and indeed I will also give you a son by her. Yes, I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 17 

Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born 
to a man who is a hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?” 

• Genesis 18:14 (AMP) Is anything too difficult or too wonderful for the Lord? At 
the appointed time, when the season [for her delivery] comes, I will return to 
you and Sarah will have a son.” 

• Ephesians 3:20 (AMP) Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 
superabundantly more than all that we dare ask or think [infinitely beyond our 
greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams], according to His power that is at work 
within us, 

• Luke 18:27 (AMP) But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are 
possible with God.” 

• Philippians 4:13 (AMP) I can do all things [which He has called me to do] 
through Him who strengthens and empowers me [to fulfill His purpose—I am 
self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency; I am ready for anything and equal to 
anything through Him who infuses me with inner strength and confident peace.] 

 
 
18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael [my firstborn] might live before You!” 19 
But God said, “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son indeed, and you shall name him 
Isaac (laughter); and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant 
and with his descendants after him.  

A. How could Abraham doubt God? 
It seemed incredible that he and Sarah, in their advanced years, could have a child. 
Abraham, the man God considered righteous because of his faith, had trouble believing 
God’s promise to him. Despite his doubts, however, Abraham followed God’s commands. 
Even people of great faith may have doubts. When God seems to want the impossible 
and you begin to doubt his leading, be like Abraham. Focus on God’s commitment to 
fulfill his promises to you, and then follow through and complete the task he has given 
you. 



20 As for Ishmael, I have heard and listened to you; behold, I will bless him, and will make 
him fruitful and will greatly multiply him [through his descendants]. He will be the father 
of twelve princes (chieftains, sheiks), and I will make him a great nation.  

A. God did not forget Ishmael. Although he was not to be Abraham’s heir, he would also be 
the father of a great nation. Regardless of your circumstances, God has not forgotten 
you. Obey him and trust in his plan. 

 
21 But My covenant [My promise, My solemn pledge], I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah will bear to you at this time next year.” 22 And God finished speaking with him and 
went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all the servants who 
were born in his house and all who were purchased with his money, every male among 
the men of Abraham’s household, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin the very 
same day, as God had said to him. 24 So Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 
circumcised. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised. 26 
On the very same day Abraham was circumcised, as well as Ishmael his son. 27 All the 
men [servants] of his household, both those born in the house and those purchased with 
money from a foreigner, were circumcised along with him [as the sign of God’s covenant 
with Abraham]. 
 
 

WE SEE HERE THE FAITH IS TOTAL OBEDIENCE WITHOUT TOTALLY 
UNDERSTANDING. 

 


	Genesis 17:9-27 (AMP)
	Romans 8:18 (AMP)
	18 For I consider [from the standpoint of faith] that the sufferings of the present life are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be revealed to us and in us!
	Proverbs 3:5-10 (AMP)
	5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight or understanding. 6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and recognize Him, And He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing obstacles that b...

