
Bible Study May 20, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 15 
Let’s Do A Quick Review 
 

A. Genesis 12:1 Leave your country, kindred, and your father's house- When you go, God 
will show 

B. Genesis 13:8 Separate from Lot- check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 
you 

C. Genesis 14- The Abraham and to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 
harbor in his heart 

D. Genesis 14  he was also tested with whether or not he would touch what God told him 
not to touch 

E. And last week we dealt with God expanding Abraham vision, to see past what he could 
see, vision is seeing past what you can see 

 
Genesis 15:4-6 (AMP) 
4Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man [Eliezer] will not be 
your heir but he who shall come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 And the Lord 
brought Abram outside [his tent into the night] and said, “Look now toward the heavens 
and count the stars—if you are able to count them.” Then He said to him, “So [numerous] 
shall your descendants be.” 6 Then Abram believed in (affirmed, trusted in, relied on, 
remained steadfast to) the Lord; and He counted (credited) it to him as righteousness 
(doing right in regard to God and man). 
 

A. God wanted Abraham to not limit what was possible to just what he could see and God 
considered him righteous because he believed. 

 
MAIN TEXT: 
Genesis 15:7-21 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
7 And He said to him, “I am the [same] Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, 
to give you this land as an inheritance.”  

A. You will notice here that God had to remind him of his past victories 
B. I believe this should help us as we go through our trials and tribulations understanding 

that God is no respector of persons, but of faith 
C. We see here Abraham wrestling with his faith 
D. God is saying to him, look where I brought you from 
E. I love the Mark 9 says 

Mark 9:23-24 (NLT) 23 “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is 
possible if a person believes.”24 The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but 
help me overcome my unbelief!” 



Mark 9:23-24 (MSG) 23Jesus said, “If? There are no ‘ifs’ among believers. Anything 
can happen.” 24 No sooner were the words out of his mouth than the father cried, 
“Then I believe. Help me with my doubts!” 

 
We must remember that God can’t lie: 

Numbers 23:19 (NLT) 19God is not a man, so he does not lie.He is not human, so he 
does not change his mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act? Has he ever 
promised and not carried it through? 

 
God does not change: 

Hebrews 13:8 (AMP) 8Jesus Christ is [eternally changeless, always] the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 

 
Matthew 19:26 (NLT) 26 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, 
it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.” 

 
Matthew 19:26 (MSG) 26 Jesus looked hard at them and said, “No chance at all if 
you think you can pull it off yourself. Every chance in the world if you trust God to 
do it.” 

 
Genesis 15:8 (AMP) 
8But Abram said, “Lord God, by what [proof] will I know that I will inherit it?”  

A. This is another area in which believers often struggle with and want confirmation 
B. By the way, I don’t think is a bad thing 
C. I believe as we grow with God we need less confirmation, because we have a greater 

understanding of Him 
D. Story of understanding the clues- Holy Spirit gives me a feeling indicating things 

 
9 So God said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a 
three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 So Abram brought all these to 
Him and cut them down the middle, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not 
cut the birds. 11 The birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, but Abram drove 
them away. 

A. Offerings were often used to get access, answers, and acceleration  
B. Notice God said bring me something 
C. We should not come to God emptied handed 

 
12 When the sun was setting, a deep sleep overcame Abram; and a horror (terror, 
shuddering fear, nightmare) of great darkness overcame him. 13 God said to Abram, 
“Know for sure that your descendants will be strangers [living temporarily] in a land 
(Egypt) that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred 
years. 14 But on that nation whom your descendants will serve I will bring judgment, and 
afterward they will come out [of that land] with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall 
[die and] go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 Then in the 
fourth generation your descendants shall return here [to Canaan, the land of promise], 
for the wickedness and guilt of the Amorites is not yet complete (finished).” 

A. We see here that God speaks to Abraham in his dreams and He will do it with us 
B. Don’t minimize your dreams, but try to get clarity about them 
C. I recommend sleeping with something by your bed that can help you document what you 

are seeing in your dreams 



D. Test it before you take action, because not every thought that comes through your mind 
is of God 

E. 2 Corinthians 10:5 (MSG) gives us clarity: 
The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. 
But we don’t live or fight our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools 
of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that 
entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing 
warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting 
every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by 
Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction 
and building lives of obedience into maturity. 

 
Genesis 15:17-21 
17When the sun had gone down and a [deep] darkness had come, there appeared a 
smoking brazier and a flaming torch which passed between the [divided] pieces [of the 
animals]. 18 On the same day the Lord made a covenant (promise, pledge) with Abram, 
saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt to the great 
river Euphrates — 19 [the land of] the Kenites and the Kenizzites and the Kadmonites 20 
and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites and the Canaanites 
and the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

A. You will notice God gives land to Abraham that was already inhabiting  
B. Here me and here me well, if you see someone doing what you want to do, living where 

you want to live, driving what you want to drive, you know it’s possible 
C. God is no respecter of man, but of faith 
D. We have to have…Even Now Faith 

EVEN NOW FAITH: 
John 11:21-22 (AMP) 
21 Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give to You.” 

 
Psalms 23:4 (AMP) 
4 Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they 
comfort and console me.  
 
Hebrews 11:1-2 (AMP) 
1 Now faith is the assurance (title deed, confirmation) of things hoped for (divinely 
guaranteed), and the evidence of things not seen [the conviction of their reality—
faith comprehends as fact what cannot be experienced by the physical senses]. 2 
For by this [kind of] faith the men of old gained [divine] approval. 
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