
Bible Study May 13, 2020 
 

Faith is not faith until it is tested 
Faith is total obedience without total understanding 

Faith is believing it is so when it is not so 
Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God 
All the promises of God are received by faith 

 
Genesis 15:1-6 (AMP) 
Abram Promised a Son 
1 After these things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision,  
 

A. Let’s deal with these things, what are these things? 
B. Genesis 12:1 Leave your country, kindred, and your father’s house- When you go, God 

will show 
C. Genesis 13:8 Separate from Lot - check your bags, not everyone can go on this trip with 

you 
D. Genesis 14 - Abraham had to rescue Lot, not allowing unforgiveness or bitterness to 

harbor in his heart 
E. Genesis 14 - he was also tested with whether or not he would touch what God told him 

not to touch 
F. But into the text-The word of God came to him in a vision, lets us know that we need to 

be in tune with our visions and dreams 
 
saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; Your reward [for obedience] shall be 
very great.” 

Why would Abram be afraid? He had gained great influence in the land. Perhaps he feared 
revenge from the kings he had just defeated (14:15). God gave him two good reasons for 
courage:  

1) He promised to protect Abram, and  
2) he promised a great reward to Abram. When you fear what lies ahead, remember 

that God will stay with you through difficult times and that he promises you a great 
reward. 

Remember the word of God states “He will never leave you nor forsake you” Deut. 31:6 
 
“If you will only walk to what you can see you're gonna miss God because God is in the 

invisible.” JGC 
 
 
KEYS TO MANAGING FEAR 

A. 2 Timothy 1:7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but 
[He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and 
personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-
control]. 

1) Understanding that Fear is not a part of my package  
2) Fear is an indicator that my Faith tank is low 

B. Understanding, You don’t have to protect yourself and I am your shield- 



C. Psalms 84:11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows grace and 
favor and honor; No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

D. Psalms 91:4 He will cover you and completely protect you with His pinions, and 
under His wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and a wall.  

  
Rewards come through obedience 

6 But without faith it is impossible to [walk with God and] please Him, for whoever 
comes [near] to God must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He 
rewards those who [earnestly and diligently] seek Him.  Hebrews 11:6 

 
Back into my main text 
2 Abram said, “Lord God, what reward will You give me, since I am [leaving this world] 
childless, and he who will be the owner and heir of my house is this [servant] Eliezer 
from Damascus?” 3 And Abram continued, “Since You have given no child to me, one (a 
servant) born in my house is my heir.”  
 
Eliezer was Abram’s most trusted servant, acting as household administrator. According to 
custom, if Abram were to die without a son, this eldest servant would become his heir. Although 
Abram loved his servant, he wanted a son to carry on the family line. He had not seen God’s 
promise fulfilled, so he thought this the only possibility. God can do more than we can imagine. 
 
When dealing with things that seem beyond you, I focus on these scriptures 
Ephesians 3:20, Genesis 18:14, Philippians 4:13 
 
• Ephesians 3:20 (AMP) 20 Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 

superabundantly more than all that we dare ask or think [infinitely beyond our 
greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams], according to His power that is at work within us, 
 

• Genesis 18:14 (AMP) 14 Is anything too difficult or too wonderful for the [a]Lord? At 
the appointed time, when the season [for her delivery] comes, I will return to you and 
Sarah will have a son.” 
 

• Philippians 4:13 (AMP) 13 I can do all things [which He has called me to do] through 
Him who strengthens and empowers me [to fulfill His purpose—I am self-sufficient in 
Christ’s sufficiency; I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him who 
infuses me with inner strength and confident peace.] 

 
Back into my main text 
4 Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man [Eliezer] will not be 
your heir but he who shall come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 And the Lord 
brought Abram outside [his tent into the night] and said, “Look now toward the heavens 
and count the stars—if you are able to count them.” Then He said to him, “So [numerous] 
shall your descendants be.”  

A. Abram wasn’t promised wealth or fame here; he already had that.  
B. Instead, God promised him descendants like the stars in the sky or the grains of sand on 

the seashore (22:17)—too numerous to count.  
C. To appreciate the vast number of stars scattered through the sky, you need to be, like 

Abram, away from any interfering lights or buildings.  
D. Or pick up a handful of sand and try to count the grains—it can’t be done!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+3%3A20%2C+Genesis+18%3A14%2C+Phil.+4%3A13&version=AMP#fen-AMP-439a


E. Just when Abram was despairing of ever having an heir, God promised him descendants 
too numerous to imagine. God’s blessings are beyond our imaginations! 

 
6 Then Abram believed in (affirmed, trusted in, relied on, remained steadfast to) the Lord; 
and He counted (credited) it to him as righteousness (doing right in regard to God and 
man). 

A. Although Abram had been demonstrating his faith through his actions, it was his belief in 
the Lord, not his actions, that made Abram right with God (Romans 4:1-5).  

B. We, too, can have a right relationship with God by trusting him.  
C. Our outward actions—church attendance, prayer, acts of service—will not by themselves 

make us right with God. Eph. 2:8-9 Saved by grace, not by works 
D. A right relationship is based on faith—the heartfelt inner confidence that God is who he 

says he is and does what he says he will do.  
E. Right actions will follow naturally as by-products. 

 
Faith Builders: 
 
Romans 4:3 (AMP) For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed in (trusted, 
relied on) God, and it was credited to his account as righteousness (right living, right 
standing with God).”  
 

• Credit built by believe 
• I build my credit with God, every time I believe his word on a situation 
• How’s your credit with God- forgetting about fico, experian, or equifax 
• Does God trust you? Does God trust you with his money, his time, his talent 

 
Romans 4:6 (AMP) And in this same way David speaks of the blessing on the one to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works:   
 
Galatians 3:6 (AMP) Just as Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness, [as conformity to God’s will and purpose—so it is with you also].  
 
James 2:23 (AMP) And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, 
and this [faith] was credited to him [by God] as righteousness and as conformity to His 
will,” and he was called the friend of God.  
 

• When God can trust me, I can be a friend of God, which is the highest honor and not too 
many people can be called friends of God 

 
Hebrews 11:1 (AMP) Now faith is the assurance (title deed, confirmation) of things hoped 
for (divinely guaranteed), and the evidence of things not seen [the conviction of their 
reality—faith comprehends as fact what cannot be experienced by the physical senses]. 
 
Hebrews 11:6 (AMP) But without faith it is impossible to [walk with God and] please Him, 
for whoever comes [near] to God must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He 
rewards those who [earnestly and diligently] seek Him.  
 
Hebrews 11:8-10 (AMP) By faith Abraham, when he was called [by God], obeyed by going 
to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went, not knowing where he 



was going. 9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land, as in a strange land, 
living in tents [as nomads] with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same 
promise. 10 For he was [waiting expectantly and confidently] looking forward to the city 
which has foundations, [an eternal, heavenly city] whose architect and builder is God.  
 
Proverbs 3:5-10 (AMP) 
5 Trust in and rely confidently on the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own 
insight or understanding.6 In all your ways know and acknowledge and recognize Him, 
and He will make your paths straight and smooth [removing obstacles that block your 
way]. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord [with reverent awe and obedience] 
and turn [entirely] away from evil. 8 It will be health to your body [your marrow, your 
nerves, your sinews, your muscles—all your inner parts] and refreshment (physical well-
being) to your bones. 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your 
crops (income); 10 Then your barns will be abundantly filled and your vats will overflow 
with new wine. 
 
Hebrews 6:12 (NLT) Then you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you 
will follow the example of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their 
faith and endurance. 
 
Romans 10:17 (AMP) So faith comes from hearing [what is told], and what is heard 
comes by the [preaching of the] message concerning Christ. 
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