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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the Brant Youth Volleyball Club, home of the Tornadoes. 

The Brant Youth Volleyball Club was established by Sandy and Rick Beedham in 1998 to give 

youth volleyball players in the Brant area a competitive club program in which to participate.  

The club plays in Region 3 of the Ontario Volleyball Association (OVA) and has achieved many 

successes over the years.  In addition to the OVA, we are also affiliated with the Recreation 

Departments of the City of Brantford and County of Brant. 

We’ve put this handbook together to try and tell you a bit about club volleyball in general, 

about our club, it’s philosophies, and what it takes to be successful in our program.  We are 

delighted that you have chosen to join the Brant Youth Volleyball Club. 

We believe that learning a life-long sport, making friends from a variety of schools, and having 

fun is often the reason a young player will get interested in volleyball.  We strive to develop the 

athlete not only as a player but also as a person.  In addition to volleyball skills, you will learn 

life-long skills such as teamwork and interpersonal skills, the ability to handle pressure 

situations, and to effectively use goal setting to accomplish your dreams. 

Athletic talent, a positive attitude, ability to accept constructive criticism, and good work habits 

are all necessary for success as an elite player.  If you have a sincere desire to improve, then 

you will do well in our program. 

The OVA has embraced the concept of Long Term Athlete Development (LTAD).  The BYVC fully 

supports this concept and as a result, we want to develop your child as a complete volleyball 

player.  This includes not only technical volleyball skills but also includes physical and mental 

skills and strategy.   

 

OUR VISION 

To promote and enhance an individual’s participation in the sport of volleyball resulting in a 

life-long love of the game. 

 

 

 

 



OBJECTIVES 

The BYVC prides itself in providing young athletes with a positive volleyball experience.  Our 

primary goal is to ensure that each athlete leaves the club as a better player. 

In addition to this goal, our main objectives include the following: 

• Promote interest in the sport of volleyball among the youth of Brantford, Brant County 

and area. 

• Develop highly skilled complete volleyball players. 

• Encourage team sportsmanship, dynamics, co-operation & fair play. 

 

CLUB EXPECTATIONS AND GUIDELINES 

(Where current covid protocols conflict with these expectations, covid trumps) 

Athletes -   

1.  Arrive at practice 15 minutes prior to the start of your practice.  Be ready to step on the 

court when the coach is ready.  100% attendance is expected unless you are sick. 

2. Athletes (not parents) are responsible for their own equipment and water.  Be 

organized. 

3. Players must be in the proper frame of mind to work hard and cooperate with 

teammates and coaches. 

4. All registration forms and medical forms are to be returned by the second practice of 

the season as well as a copy of the athlete’s birth certificate when required. 

5. Report ALL injuries to your coach prior to practice. 

6. No jewelry, earrings, etc. at practices or matches.  Also, no chewing gum while you are 

playing for safety purposes. 

7. Regular attendance at practice is required; however, it is important to give your coach 

at least 24 hours’ notice if you are unable to make a practice.  In the case of injury, 

attendance is still mandatory to observe. 

8. Respect for the rules of the BYVC, the OVA and the CVA will be strictly enforced. 

9. You are now representing the BYVC as well as yourself and your family at every 

tournament.  We are a club known for good sportsmanship and integrity.  Arguing with 

officials is never appropriate and will not be tolerated. 

10. It is expected that you will maintain good grades.  Time management is part of being a 

student athlete and with proper organization; homework is not a reason to miss 

practice. 



11. All athletes are to arrive at tournaments 45 minutes before game time and prepare to 

warm up.  Unless we are the first game of the day warm-ups will be done in the hall.  

100% attendance at tournaments is expected. 

12. Players are expected to stay together between games.  This assists with team bonding 

and friendship.  Bring cards, games or music to relax in between games to conserve 

energy. 

Parents 

1.  Please drop off and pick up your child on time for all practices and tournaments. 

2. Be positive and encouraging of not only your own child but also their teammates.  We 

have a ‘zero tolerance policy’ for yelling at players, officials or coaches and it will not be 

tolerated for any reason as per OVA guidelines. 

3. A good group of parents can make for a fantastic season.  Get to know the other parents 

and the coach outside of the gym. 

4. Please pay your fees on time. 

5. Practices are for athletes and coaches.  We ask you to respect our closed practice policy.  

We have found that this better allows the players to focus and concentrate on what the 

coaches are trying to teach them. 

6. If applicable, complete the OVA required on-line Respect in Sport course within the 

deadlines assigned by the OVA. 

Coaches 

The BYVC is very proud of its talented and committed coaching staff.  The primary role of the 

coaches is to coach our volleyball teams.  In doing so they are responsible for: 

1.  Exhibit hard work and dedication to peak performance. 

2. Provide exemplary leadership to the team functions, be respectful of team members 

and team image (i.e. dress, sportsmanship, language and general attitude). 

3. Demonstrate and work to develop in our volleyball players a positive attitude both on 

and off the court. 

4. Promote appreciation for the sport and respect for all teams. 

5. Be honest, firm, fair and equitable in dealing with all team members. 

6. Create and implement all team practices and competition preparation, including both 

the physical and mental aspects of competition. 

7. Meet with team and individuals as required to develop a cohesive team environment. 

8. Maintain open communication with the Technical Director, and the team members on 

team activities and concerns. 

9. Represent the club at Provincial, National and international competitions in a 

professional manner. 



10. Maintain a current technical certification and knowledge of the rules as designated by 

OVA. 

11. Provide input to the Technical Director about equipment conditions, court availability, 

tournament results, and coaching upgrade requirements. 

12. Provide a current police check for volunteers.  This expense will be covered by the club. 

 

OVA STANDARDS OF DEPORTMENT 

• Smoking, alcohol and drugs are not allowed at OVA events or on school property.  This 

applies to both athletes and parents/family/friends. 

• The use of volleyballs outside of the gym is not permitted. 

• No food or drinks are permitted in the gym except for water/juice required by the teams 

– sealable plastic containers only. 

• Radios, CD/Cassette and MP3/iPods may be prohibited in the gym and are not allowed 

during the warm-up and if a game is in progress on an adjacent court. 

• Designated food or lunch areas must remain clean and free of litter.  All refuse must be 

place in the appropriate garbage/recycling containers. 

• All washrooms and dressing rooms must remain clean and free of litter. 

In case of theft, the police are to be called by the tournament host to handle the situation.  The 

host is not responsible for lost or stolen articles.  It is suggested that items not be left 

unattended in dressing rooms or hallways.  Bags on the bench should be zippered and closed. 

 

COMMITMENT 

The Brant Youth Volleyball Club is committed to developing volleyball athletes in the Brant 

area.  Attendance at all practices and tournaments is required and players/parents must be 

able and willing to commit their time and resources to the BYVC.  Our season begins in 

September and ends in April/May. 

 

Athletes: 

Each athlete will be required to practice a minimum of twice per week and attend occasional 

extra training sessions.  Each practice will last approximately 2 hours.  Our program also 

includes a fitness session once a week.  Attending additional non-OVA sanctioned tournaments 

is at the discretion of the individual coaches. 



Parents: 

There are a number of tasks within the club and within the organization that will require your 

assistance.  It is an expectation that parents support the club.  You can become involved by 

assuming one of the following jobs: 

• Parent rep 

• Media and website updates 

• Banquet committee 

 

COURT TIME, CLUB PHILOSOPHY 

A continual source of frustration for parents and players is court time.  The reality is that equal 

time is not guaranteed.  Fair time does not mean equal time.  The BYVC philosophy on playing 

time is as follows: 

13u, 14, 15u Teams 

The OVA has prescribed fair play rules since the 2012-13 season at the 13u,14u and 15u age 

groups.  Players who do not start the first set in a match must start the second set in that 

match.  The rules are slightly different as the athletes get older.  This is consistent with our own 

philosophy for these age groups.  During round robin portion of a tournament, it is the coach’s 

obligation that every player is given an opportunity to play an amount fair to that of the 

majority of the other players.  It is the player’s responsibility to perform at a level that is 

consistent in keeping with the goals of the team.  If the player does not for whatever reason, 

fulfill their obligations on the court, it is the coach’s right to substitute them out so that the 

team may achieve its goal.  

 During the playoff round of any tournament and during the provincial championships or other 

season playoff matches, the coach has the right to determine the line-up that he or she wishes 

to use.  The “equal/fair play philosophy” does not apply in these situations for the 15u and 

older age groups.  This is based on a minimum of 80% attendance at practice (except under 

extreme circumstances).  13u and 14u will continue to follow the OVA rule during playoffs. 

16u, 17u and 18u Teams 

Our club philosophy is adjusted for our older teams as we believe that as elite level teams that 

the goal of the team should be less developmental oriented and more results oriented.   

As a result of this, a player’s opportunity to play will be based on performance in practices and 

in matches.  For that reason, attendance at practice is essential.     



 

CLUB CONCERNS OR ISSUES 

The BYVC is striving to run an elite level program.  It is expected that from time to time parents 

may be concerned about their child’s playing time.  This matter is best dealt with by discussing 

with the coach.   

Please do not approach the coach at tournaments for discussion of the game or players.  Please 

use the 24 hour cooling down period for reflection before approaching the coach with your 

concerns.   

Try first to resolve the issue with their assistance.  If you are still not satisfied, please request a 

meeting with the Administrative Director.  This is not an email process but a face-to-face 

discussion. 

Please remember that our coaches are volunteers and have the team’s best interests in mind. 

On the rare occasion that a situation may arise that cannot be resolved, the Administrative 

Director in consultation with the coach and the Technical Director will attempt to find 

resolution that is satisfactory to all parties. 

Dealing with off court issues are the responsibility of the Club Executive Committee.  Initially all 

concerns should be addressed with the Parent Rep as a starting point. 

 

CLUB FEES 

When your child is selected to represent one of our teams, payment must be received at the 

parents meeting.   

Payment can be made in one payment, or in three payments (one in October, one in 

November, one in December).  Special considerations may be made at the discretion of the 

Executive Committee. 

The BYVC operates on a not-for-profit basis.  Our coaches are volunteers and as such receive no 

salary.  The Club runs solely on membership fees and occasional fundraising.  Fees paid to the 

club go the following: 

• OVA/CVA player registration fee (includes insurance) 

• OVA/CVA Coach registration fee 

• OVA tournament entry fee (approx. $3,300 per team) 



• Uniforms (jersey, shorts, warm-up / practice t-shirt) 

• Equipment (balls, ball cart, first aid, etc.) 

• Gym rentals 

• Fitness training and other athlete development sessions – nutrition, sport psychologist 

• Monthly specialized team training 

• Concussion baseline measurement 

• Coaches’ travel expenses 

• Season end banquet 

• Coaches’ certification expenses (police checks, NCCP training) 

• Supplies and miscellaneous expenses 

Fees are non-refundable to players who leave before the end of the season.  Fees do not cover 

the food and transportation a player needs for a tournament and any spirit wear that you may 

desire to purchase. 

2019-20 fees:  $1,125 per player – there will be a phased approach for determining fees for the 

2020-21 season as costs for each segment become more certain.  The overlying not-for-profit 

philosophy remains. 

 

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 

The location and number of tournaments each year is set by the Ontario Volleyball Association 

(OVA).  The OVA does not own their own playing facilities.  They rely on clubs to bid for and 

host tournaments.  Seeding and schedules are determined by the OVA head office, not the host 

club 

BYVC guarantees all of its teams a full OVA season which includes 4 regular season tournaments 

and a provincial championship.  In the event of a tournament cancellation (weather) the OVA 

will make every attempt to reschedule but if unable that tournament will not be played.  

Tournament locations are usually not available until one-two weeks prior to a tournament date.  

Coaches will inform all players of the season tournament schedule.  When the high school 

season starts, please inform your high school coach of your OVA schedule to avoid conflicts.  .   

If a team chooses to attend a tournament outside the OVA schedule, the team is responsible 

for their own registration fees as well as covering the coach’s expenses (flights, 

accommodations, transportation, etc.) 

Athletes should arrive to a tournament 45 minutes prior to their first match.  All tournament 

locations, schedules and results can be found on the OVA website at 

www.ontariovolleyball.org. 

http://www.ontariovolleyball.org/


Please note that OVA regulations do not permit athletes without a complete uniform to 

compete.  Be organized and double check your bag before you leave the house. 

PARENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

The following is a detailed job description of each position.  Please take the time read it 

carefully to determine if there is a position that matches your personality and time 

commitments.  We encourage you to get involved to the best of your ability.  We do 

understand that everyone has demands on their time but together, we can achieve more! 

Parent rep – this position is a liaison between the other parents and the coach.  Responsibilities 

include email distribution and communication from coach to parents, point person for team 

concerns, develop shared work schedule for scoring/lining duties at tournaments, food lists for 

tournaments and hotel accommodations for teams travelling to out-of-town tournaments. 

Media – a key element in our growth strategy is to gain exposure in the Brantford and Brant 

area.  Print and social media exposure is critical.  This can be accomplished by sending scores, 

pictures and reports to the local newspaper and other media agents.  Assisting the webmaster 

in developing and maintaining the website is another area where assistance is needed.  Use 

social@byvc.ca to send pictures/videos to the social media rep. 

Banquet committee – Each team is required to have a parent to assist with the planning, 

organization and execution of the club banquet at the end of the season. 

Fundraising – There are opportunities to volunteer with fundraising activities that directly 

benefit the club.  See section below for additional information. 

Scorekeeping – Parents will be asked to become scorekeepers at tournaments.  The position 

should be rotated so that one parent does not have to do all the matches.  Coaches will be able 

to teach parents how to score if needed. 

Line Judges – Parent s will be asked to become line judges at tournaments.  The position should 

be rotated so that one parent does not have to do all the matches.  Please ask your coach for 

the job description for a line judge.  By having parents do this, it allows our players to use the 

breaks between matches for proper nutrition and warm-up before their next match. 

FUNDRAISING 

From time to time the BYVC may initiate club wide fundraising activities to fund some special 

event or activity.  It is expected that as members of the club, you will support any fundraising 

events to the best of your ability. 

mailto:social@byvc.ca


Any teams wishing to fundraise for their own activities must receive prior approval from the 

executive.  This is to ensure that any team initiated efforts are not in conflict with club efforts, 

are appropriate for a youth sports club, and are in compliance with OVA and CVA rules. 

 

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

Any member may resign from the BYVC for any reason at any time.  If expenses and fees are 

not already paid in full they are considered to be immediately due, in full, upon receipt of the 

resignation letter addressed to the Club Administrative Director.  The Executive Committee will 

determine if funds are to be returned to the member. 

Any member who is behind in payments may be suspended from membership.  The athlete 

may be reinstated at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

Any member charged with conduct unbecoming a member or any offense not in the best 

interest of the Club will result in expulsion of that member.  Notification will be in writing and 

the individual will have the opportunity to defend him/herself in front of the Executive 

Committee. 

Please note that all members of the club (athletes and their families) are responsible for 

reading this document.  In joining the BYVC you accept and agree unconditionally to abide by 

the policies and procedures outlined in this document.  Congratulations for reading this 

document to the end – be the first to email me at info@byvc.ca with the answer to “when 

was the club started” to win a gift card. 

 

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING THE BRANT YOUTH VOLLEYBALL CLUB 

HAVE A GREAT SEASON! 
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