
 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

RALPH NADER RADIO HOUR EP 320 TRANSCRIPT 

 

Steve Skrovan: It's the Ralph Nader Radio Hour. Welcome to the Ralph Nader Radio Hour. My 

name is Steve Skrovan along with my cohost, David Feldman. Hello, David.  

 

David Feldman: Good morning.  

 

Steve Skrovan: And we also have the man of the hour, Ralph Nader. Hello, Ralph. 

 

Ralph Nader: Hello.  

 

Steve Skrovan: Ralph, now I think you'd be pleased to know last week, listeners know, we 

spoke to the President of National Nurses United, Jean Ross, and in the show, Ralph 

recommended that they do a social distance live protest in front of the White House and they 

took Ralph’s suggestion just a couple of days ago. So what'd you think about that, Ralph? 

 

Ralph Nader: I thought it was tremendous. News coverage was on NBC, Washington Post, USA 

Today and the title was “Nurses hold White House protest over needs for better protection from 

COVID-19” and nurses are very credible. And one of the demonstrators, Erica Jones, who is a 

nurse at Washington Hospital Center in the District of Columbia, told NBC, “We're here because 

our colleagues are dying.” She stood silently as the names of 50 nurses who died from COVID-

19 were read aloud in the shadow of the White House. And then she went on to say that this 

protest by the National Nurses United was focusing on the lack of protective equipment for the 

healthcare workers. And she said, “I think that people right now think of us as heroes, but we're 

feeling like martyrs. We're feeling like we're being left on the battlefield with nothing. And I 

think that we should be paying more attention to what nurses and doctors and other healthcare 

workers are going through right now.” 

 

So they demanded of President Trump to utilize the Defense Production Act to make sure health- 

care workers have the necessary supplies, including critical N95 masks and respirators, face 



 

 

shields and gloves and also the Nurses United called on the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA), which Trump has crippled and weakened and virtually shut down, to 

establish standards for healthcare workers during outbreaks of infectious diseases. And then she 

got more specific, Steve and David, she said, “Right now what's happening in hospitals across 

the country, nurses are being told to reuse their N95 masks. Not only their whole shift, but for 

days and weeks on end. That is not safe.” And another nurse at the protest said, “That is not 

protecting us and it's not protecting our patients. We need an OSHA standard to tell hospitals that 

the reuse of N95 masks is unacceptable and unsafe.”  

 

And I hope this will be the beginning of demonstrations in front of the White House. Donald 

Trump is now in the White House. He's not going to play golf in New Jersey or Florida, and he 

looks out the window, we are told. And if he looks out the window and sees these nurses six feet 

apart with placards, maybe he'll sober up a bit. Look what he did. I mean his over promising was 

pretty disgraceful here. He promised that there would be 27 million people tested by the end of 

March and the actual figure was less than 4 million--another example of his fantasy promising to 

get through the next day's news cycle. So bravo for the nurses and I hope this becomes a daily 

demonstration protest. I hope the doctors join it. I hope other civic leaders join it. Ironically, 

Steve and David, he is the least picketed White House resident in the last few decades. That is, 

he has become so terrible that people say, what's the point? Well, that's a very, very passive 

response. You should have a demonstration right there; not a reality show, but a real 

demonstration day after day creating a sort of White House media by the citizenry in front of the 

White House under the First Amendment. 

 

Steve Skrovan: Right. Well, not only has he not fully deployed the Defense Production Act, but 

he has also been using this crisis to rescind a whole raft of environmental regulations. And as 

we're recording, it is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Earth Day was created in 1970, proposed 

by Senator Gaylord Nelson after the awareness of what essentially the Industrial Revolution had 

done to our natural environment. The Cuyahoga river in Cleveland caught fire 1969 and inspired 

more people to care about these issues. The grassroots movement took off and brought about the 

Clean Air Act, the Water Quality Improvement Act, and the creation of the EPA, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, all of which our very own, Ralph, had more than a bit of a 

hand in realizing. 

  

Our first guest today will be environmental historian, Adam Rome, who wrote a book entitled, 

The Genius of Earth Day: How a 1970 Teach-In Unexpectedly Made the First Green 

Generation. That's the first part of our show. Our second guest will be old friend, the green 

cowboy, [S] David Freeman, an engineer an attorney, and an author who has been called an 

“eco-pioneer” for his environmentally conscious leadership of both the Tennessee Valley 

Authority and the Sacramento Municipal Utility District. He is also noted anti-nuclear activist s 

and we will enjoy welcoming back David Freeman in honor of Earth Day. As usual, in between, 



 

 

we'll take a short break and check in with corporate crime reporter, Russell Mohkiber. But first, 

let's hear about the history of Earth Day. David?  

 

David Feldman: Adam Rome is an environmental historian and professor at the University at 

Buffalo. Dr. Rome has focused his research on the environmental movement in the United 

States, Earth Day, sustainable business and suburban sprawl. He wrote the books, The Genius of 

Earth Day: How a 1970 Teach-In Unexpectedly Made the First Green Generation and The 

Bulldozer in the Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and the Rise of American Environmentalism. 

Welcome to the Ralph Nader Radio Hour, Dr. Adam Rome.  
 

Adam Rome: Well, this is so great to be here. I can't resist; I'll make Ralph feel old, but in 1970, 

when the first Earth Day was celebrated, I was 10 and Ralph was my hero. I wanted to be a 

consumer activist as he was then known, when I grew up. I grew up in Connecticut as he did, and 

he had started a group called the Connecticut Earth Action Group that year. And the kids were 

going to raise money for it by taking a walk and getting pledges by the mile. And I was thrilled 

to be able to do that except I wasn't able to do it. I ended up getting sick and I didn't, and that was 

the first sign probably that my dream of becoming a consumer activist wasn't going to be real. 

But Ralph back then was talking about corporate polluters and I didn't know until much later, 

when I became a historian, that he was really the first to use that phrase and to really direct our 

ire at the corporations that were polluting the air and the water. So it's great to be with Ralph. 

 

Ralph Nader: Well, thank you very much, Adam Rome. Actually, I spoke at the University at  

Buffalo right about on Earth Day. It was a huge audience there and I was speaking several times 

during Earth Day and Earth Week. It was a spectacular demonstration by the citizens of this 

country. About 20 million people were engaged in 12,000 to 13,000 events. There were major 

events at 2,000 colleges and universities. There was massive media coverage; the national TV 

networks, talk-show hosts, Phil Donahue, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, reaching 30, 40 million 

people in total with their programs, cover of Time and Newsweek when that meant something. 

And Mayor Lindsay of New York closed off Fifth Avenue for people to walk and be free of the 

cars. [There was a Huge rally on the mall in Washington. Nixon looked out the White House 

window and said, ‘Oh, I better get out there with Pat Nixon,’ and he planted a tree on the White 

House South lawn in recognition of this massive drive.  

 

There was never a blue state, red state, conservative, liberal; everybody from all backgrounds 

protested. They were seeing the huge smog in Los Angeles, the air pollution, deadly inversions 

in places around the country--brown air over Birmingham, Alabama. The Cuyahoga River with 

oil slicks right outside Cleveland would catch on fire. It actually became a sort of bizarre tourist 

attraction and you didn't have to convince people of what was happening to them with toxic air 

or water, contaminated food, soil, and they said, ‘We've had enough.’ And they demanded 

change and they got it. As you put in your book, it wasn't just a demonstration on a weekend 

with the energy going into the ether. In those days, they knew where the laser beam had to go 



 

 

and it had to go on Congress and state legislatures, governors and president. And they got, as 

Steve and David have noted, they got the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act. We were all over 

Congress testifying. Congress knew they had to act. The Environmental Protection Agency 

[EPA] was established. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) was 

established. And a couple of years later, after those two, the drive for the Clean Drinking Water 

Act of 1974, [and] the Freedom of Information Act [FOIA]. I think, Professor Rome, this was the 

most consequential, single, civic- energy day in modern American history, wouldn't you say? 

 

Adam Rome: Absolutely. The scale of it still boggles my mind. I mean it's an order of 

magnitude bigger than the biggest antiwar demonstrations or civil rights demonstrations of the 

60s. And as you say, it had so much immediate impact, but it also had a longer-term impact. It 

convinced a lot of people who weren't already interested in environmental issues, that these were 

really serious problems that weren't going to go away right away. And a lot of young activists, 

especially young Earth Day organizers of those 12,000, 13,000 events, decided to devote their 

lives to the cause and… 

 

Ralph Nader: It bred a whole generation of environmental activists and leaders. 

 

Adam Rome: Absolutely. And they became pioneers in all kinds of ways in building the 

institutions that would keep the spirit of Earth Day alive and keep the pressure on to build a more 

sustainable society. I profiled, by the way, one in my book who was inspired by you; Karim 

Ahmed was his name and he organized Earth Day at the University of Minnesota; [he] woke up 

the next morning and felt empty. You know that it had been such an amazing experience over 

months. What could he do for an encore? And you were just starting the PIRG, the Public 

Interest Research Group. 

 

Ralph Nader: That’s right. 

 

Adam Rome: And he decided to organize to make a campaign to get PIRG at the University of 

Minnesota campus and he succeeded. And then they were one of the first two, I believe, and he 

became the first research director of that PIRG and then went on to a career as a scientist with 

the Natural Resources Defense Council [NRDC], where he played a huge role in publicizing the 

destruction of the ozone. That was just one of the many things that came out of your work that 

day. Your Nader's Raiders also wrote some great books about water pollution, water wasteland. I 

can't remember the one about air pollution, but your Raiders were key in lobbying for the Clean 

Air Act and that kind of energy was just all over the place. 



 

 

 

Ralph Nader: And to add to what you're saying, it also stimulated the growth of environmental 

groups. I mean Greenpeace started in Canada to be sure, but it got a big lift. Friends of the Earth, 

David Brower, NRDC, EDF [Environmental Defense Fund], Public Citizen; all these came out 

of the early 1970 energy, which of course built on the antiwar, women rights and environmental 

efforts in the 1960s. And it just sort of reached into this crescendo. And the genius of [US] 

Senator [Gaylord]Nelson who inspired it was every local group decided how they were going to 

protest. Were they going to focus on a pollution hot pit in their area? Where they're going to also 

demand that the state legislators speak before them or members of Congress? I'm telling you, 

Nixon feared the rumble of the people. He just signed these bills, one after the other with rather 

inspiring introductory speeches. Even though everybody knew reactionary Nixon didn't believe 

in doing anything like this, but he heard the rumble of the people. And I thought that in an earlier 

interview that someone did with you, Professor Rome, you put your finger on it when you 

compared the situation, then the focus with what is happening in the last few years as Trump 

destroys, one after another, the benefits of Earth Day. And he scuttles the Air and Water 

Pollution Acts, disables the EPA, debilitates OSHA and we're not seeing this kind of response. I 

mean I've been calling people to start a mass movement for his resignation just on the COVID-

19. He’s careening wild incompetence, lack of coordination, scapegoating [at] his daily press 

conferences, disgracing the office of the presidency; this guy doesn't know what he's doing, but 

he thinks he does and [makes] false promises, fake assurances, inciting people to violence, to 

demand opening up the country prematurely and you just don't see that energy. And so what got 

to me was your comment that you thought the intensity, I think this is a paraphrase, the intensity 

of local organizers is largely missing from climate, environmental activism today. Could you 

elaborate on that as an environmental historian? 

 

Adam Rome: There are a lot of young people today that are carrying on, I think, in the Earth 

Day tradition that are fiery and passionate. They have a no BS sense of urgency. 

 

Ralph Nader: On climate disruption especially. 

 

Adam Rome: Yes. Yeah. And their whole lives have been in the shadow of climate change. But 

I think there is the challenge for the rest of us, even many who, you know, take for granted that 

the climate change is a serious, maybe existential threat, to think about what else we can do and 

how can we broaden the movement as well as deepen its intensity; give it some of that fire again. 

And obviously, the pandemic put out the fire that was beginning to burn, I think, with the 

activism of youth and even the democratic presidential candidates at least competing to talk 

about the plans they had, which is quite different than in past elections. So November 3rd, that's 

the day we have to turn out in force and chart a new direction. 



 

 

 

Ralph Nader: In the meantime, you know, I've noticed that the press exposes Trump accurately 

day after day. They're relentless, but they don't draw the conclusion, Professor Rome. I mean, if 

all they say about his incompetence, his lying, his false scenarios, his back tracking and 

zigzagging and misleading people--if that's all accurate as we believe it is--they don't come to the 

conclusion that they ought to recommend his resignation! Prime ministers resigned between the 

elections. You know, CEOs resigned if they are caught with an ethnic or racial slur. We've seen 

that. What is this lack of demand? The New York Times, Washington Post, they're going to win 

prizes for their devastating exposes of to what Trump and his self-enriching circles are doing--

the lawlessness, breaking the law, violating the Constitution. He said under Article II,  “I can do 

anything I want as President.” I had a constitutional law expert, Professor Rome, say that in itself 

should have been an impeachable offense. And you got a passive Congress sort of given up on 

him. You know, what are you going to do; he gets away with everything and then the citizen 

groups are not making coordinated demands. Public Citizen put out a statement a few weeks ago 

demanding his resignation, but there has never been a better candidate for resignation in the 

midst of this COVID-19 disaster--in every day that he careens wildly and zigzags and lies and 

doesn't lead and contradicts his scientific experts--people are dying. He could have caught this in 

December and January, and it would have been a fraction of what is now unraveling all over the 

United States. So Do you think the internet, living in virtual reality, email instead of the face to 

face demonstration and interaction and teach-ins in 1970, do you think the internet is doing 

something to the overall citizenry here and not provoking them the way they were provoked in 

1970? There should be rallies demanding that he'd get out. He's sinking the ship he supposed to 

be captaining and we've got a Captain Queeg here. What do you see here? I see, with few 

exceptions, an incredibly passive citizenry given the enormous perceived impact on their health 

and safety, and of course, their dwindling democracy. 

 

Adam Rome: There's no doubt; I think, that the internet accentuates extreme position and makes 

it harder for people to change their minds. But part for me of what is so horrific about Trump 

even compared to Nixon, you know, I grew up throwing darts, literally at images of Nixon; but 

Nixon knew shame and he did have some sense of the traditions. He wanted to be thought well 

of by everybody. Even though he did all kinds of dirty tricks and lots of other things and, you 

know, one week after Earth Day, we invade Cambodia and that led to protest. But Nixon, as you 

said, still wanted to compete for the vote of people who cared about the environment. He didn't 

care about it personally, but he wanted to be the president of as many people as he could. Trump 

is so shameless. It's inconceivable to me that he will leave office except by being dragged out. So 

we have to create the conditions where we can drag him out. But I also think we have to really 

think about how to strengthen the movement, broaden it and deepen it after he's gone. 

 

Ralph Nader: By dragging out, you mean if he loses the election, he'll say it's fraudulent and 

refuse to leave. 



 

 

 

Adam Rome: I'm worried about that. 

 

Ralph Nader: You're not the only one. There are national security people who are worried about 

that. 

 

Adam Rome: Yeah. And you know, even Nixon, he knew when his day had come and he 

resigned. He's the only president that has ever done that. But I do think we have to figure out, 

because it's not just Trump. The whole Republican Party is so different than in 1970. In 1970, 

Earth Day was bipartisan, as you said, red states, blue states, purple states; it was celebrated 

everywhere. Birmingham, Alabama had this incredible weeklong Right-to-Live protest that was 

all about the brown air; they had the second worst air pollution in the country. No one would 

have called Birmingham progressive outside the South. It was notorious for its racial strife and 

yet they had this unbelievable Right-to-Live Week, and it got a lot of things done. So we need to 

figure out how to do things like that now, I think--how to reach beyond the already committed, 

firmly anti-Trump bastions and find ways to get the people in the Birminghams of today to say 

these are serious  issues, and the Republicans aren't going to do anything about it. And we need 

new leadership and we need a strong movement and we need new legislation.  

 

Ralph Nader: Well, to be specific, a lot of this energy that we would like to build around the 

country has got to focus on the institution that is preeminently authorized under our Constitution 

to turn the country around and to challenge Trump. And that's the Congress and that’s 435 

congressional districts plus 100 senators so we're talking 535 men and women; we know their 

names, unlike the executive branch bureaucracy, and they need our votes. So I see a real lack of 

organization, say congressional watchdog groups in each district [that] can start with 10, 20, 30 

people representing majority opinion on what we've got to do now on infectious diseases, on the 

whole climate disruption, all of that and more. And it's not happening. I mean even the letterhead 

with 10 people, would get the attention of a member of Congress; Congress watchdog group, 

district so-and-so, Kansas, you know, California and you've got the internet. You don't need 

postage stamps. You remember when you were growing up citizen groups had to carefully 

budget for postage stamps and what they called long-distance telephone calls.  

 

Adam Rome: That’s right. 

 



 

 

Ralph Nader: Now it's free and it's not being done. I think this internet is doing something to 

one decade of Americans after another. It's giving them a distraction. It's letting them postpone. 

It's not personal enough. As teach-ins and groups, from living rooms to public auditoriums and 

marches and rallies, asking on this program before, we've asked historians, help us on this; what 

is going on? Things have never been worse in terms of environmental devastation coming. I 

mean, there's less lead in people's bodies because of the environmental movement and asbestos is 

now almost banned everywhere, which killed hundreds of thousands of Americans, including 

shipyard workers. But globally, obviously, the ferocity of a nature abused responding with 

floods, droughts, fires, sea-level rises and it's just not happening. We have these periodic 

wonderful marches of several million young people in various countries led by Gretta and in 

Sweden, but it's not happening. And we've got to ask why, because it's not that hard to turn 

Congress around with less than 1% of the people organized in congressional districts, as I said 

many times, representing public opinion, knowing what they're talking about. And basically 

summoning, the senators and representatives to regular town meetings created by the citizens 

with the citizens’ own agenda. So there's no intermediary; there's no voicemail; there's no 

political slack between them and their two senators and representatives. And we're just not 

getting help from political scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, historians. Give us some of 

your reaction here. 

 

Adam Rome: I actually have to go to give a virtual talk shortly. You know, I've been thinking 

about this a lot. I really see the first Earth Day as a model of how to build a powerful grassroots 

movement that can make change in all walks of life, starting in the nation’s capital and in state 

capitals and then the agencies of government, but branching out into all kinds of other 

institutions. And for the attention span shortened folks out there, I should also put in a plug. I did 

a 90-minute version up-to-date thinking again about what the lessons are of Earth Day and how it 

can help us with the great challenges we face today. That's an Audible Original and people can 

get it from Audible. And again, I think you're right on. We need that flyer. We need to bring to 

bear that kind of collective action that made Earth Day in 1970 so powerful and we need 

everyone. We need all hands on deck and it's inspiring for me. It's been a privilege to talk with 

you, to hear your powerful voice still after all these decades stoking us on. And that really gives 

me heart. Well, thank you again.  

 

Ralph Nader: Well, we're talking with Adam Rome, and before you leave, Adam, I just want to 

tell you that when I go in and out of congressional offices and visit liberal and progressive 

members, they basically are saying, make the people make us do it. We have to have the people 

make us do it. It's just amazing. You go into the corridors and you see lobbyists in the oil, gas, 

chemical, pesticide, drug, hospital chain, in industry, everywhere. And then you see some people 

who are really tourists, you know, they want to, they've been in Washington, visited the 

Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Smithsonian, and they want to drop in. You just 

don't see the kind of fervor. And I've often said I'd rather talk to a thousand people in an 

auditorium person to person than 20,000 people over the internet.  



 

 

 

Adam Rome: Yup. Absolutely. 

 

Ralph Nader: And so whatever you can do to stoke the fires; your book really conveyed the 

intensity. It's called The Genius of Earth Day, came out in 2013 and it's relevant today as the day 

it came out. It's the history of the first Earth Day and its concrete ramifications and benefits in 

terms of the kind of regulatory health and safety standards that until the recent reversals by 

Trump and others really advanced the health and safety of the American people. And so I hope 

that you will provide us with this enlightenment with your fellow historians about how do you 

stoke up civic motivation and connect it citizen to citizen. Never takes more than 1% as I have 

demonstrated in my little paperback called Breaking Through Power: It's Easier Than We Think. 

The first thing is to get people to understand that they can overwhelm and control Congress in a 

matter of months and the book shows how. And the key is the summons, the formal summons of 

the senators and representatives back to your own town meetings. Steven and David, before 

Professor Rome has to go to another interview, any quick comment?  

 

Steve Skrovan: Is inaction helping the planet? This pandemic is forcing everybody to stay home 

and not do anything. Is this going to change how we look at what we do? I mean this is good for 

the planet, the pandemic, isn't it? 

 

Adam Rome: Not necessarily. I mean, on the one hand, we can see abruptly because of the 

cessation of activity, just how huge our impact is and how much better in some ways, some 

things are without that impact. On the other hand, it's making everybody desperate and anxious 

and worried about their jobs and their future. And in the short run, it's gonna make it harder to 

get action on issues like climate change. So it could go either way, but it's all about what we 

make of it. And that for me was the message I got again and again from the Earth Day activists 

and it's obviously Ralph’s message as well. So it's been great talking, keep up the fight and I'm 

doing what I can too. 

 

Ralph Nader: Thank you, Adam Rome, author of the The Genius of Earth Day and let me thank 

your parents who took a 10-year old child in Connecticut and turned him into an aroused and 

committed citizen and environmental historian. Thank you. 

 

Adam Rome: That's very nice. Thanks so much. 



 

 

 

Steve Skrovan: We've been speaking with Professor Adam Rome. We will link to his work at 

ralphnaderradiohour.com. Now we're going to take a short break, but when we come back, we 

welcome back, in honor of Earth Day, the “Green Cowboy, S. David Freeman. But first, let's 

check in with our corporate crime reporter, Russell Mokhiber.  

 

Russell Mokhiber: From the National Press Building in Washington, DC, this is your Corporate 

Crime Reporter, Morning Minute for Friday, April 24, 2020; I'm Russell Mokhiber. Whole 

Foods is keeping an eye on stores at risk of unionizing through an interactive heat map. That's 

according to our report from Business Insider. The heat map is powered by an elaborate scoring 

system, which assigns a rating to each of Whole Foods’ 510 stores, based on the likelihood that 

their employees might form or join a union. The stores’ individual risk scores are calculated from 

more than two dozen metrics, including: employee loyalty, turnover, racial diversity, tip- line 

calls to human resources, proximity to a union office, and violations recorded by the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration. For the Corporate Crime Reporter, I'm Russell 

Mokhiber. 

 

Steve Skrovan: Thank you, Russell. Welcome back to the Ralph Nader Radio Hour. I'm Steve 

Skrovan and along with David Feldman and Ralph. Now before we get to our next guest here, I 

want to play a song that was sent to us by a listener in honor of Earth Day. It was composed by 

Tom and Zander Bleck, and you will recognize a familiar voice toward the end. The is called 

“My World”. Hit it, Jimmy. 

 

There's something in the water, something in the air.  

Things are getting crazy, known seems to care.  

About the fires on the mountain, the flooding in the plains,  

Snowing in the jungle, someone explain.  

About the summer's in the winter, the Spring that's in the fall Coastline disappearing, our backs 

against the wall.  

The North Pole she's a melting and the South is under siege  

The earth is shaking daily so someone tell me please,  

What's going on, cause I don't know.  

The birds ain't heading south no more, cow's stand in the rain,  

Salmon swimming downstream and the Chinese get the blame.  

Tell me what's happening, tell me this ain't true,  

This lonely planet's crying out so what yah goin to do.  

So what yah trying to do, what yah trying to do,  

What you trying to do, to my world  

Science is the problem, telling all their lies, scarin all the people, say you're gona die.  

The sky ain't really falling cause the POTUS got your back, trust in your big brother, don't 

confuse me with facts.  



 

 

Carbon Footprint, what you say?  

That sounds kinda strong,  

Those PHD's ain't fooling me, them snowflakes got it wrong.  

Don't look behind the curtain friend, it's just not cool to do.  

Stay in your lane, play the game why bother with the truth.  

Ralph Nader told us a long time ago, just what we feared now we all know Greta arrived with a 

message of love, appeared like an angel, a saint from above  

She stood up to power and money and greed, and spoke of the truth to a world in need.  

Where you go from here my friend is really up to you, a weary planet's taking shots it wasn't 

meant to do.  

And time is not our friend you see the writing's on the wall,  

Let your conscience be the guide on taking mother natures call.  

Please don't be the one who say's you're sorry its too late.  

Be the man who takes a stand and really understands the fate and see's the dark road for the 

children and how their fragile lives are turning,  

Cause the world ain't flat and their only house in burning 

 

Steve Skrovan: That was “My World” by Tom and Zander Bleck written in honor of Earth Day. 

Thank you, gentlemen. We will link to it at ralphnaderradiohour.com. Our next guest probably 

holds the record of appearances for this show, and in honor of Earth Day, we welcome him back.  

 

David Feldman: David Freeman is an engineer and attorney and an author who has been called 

an “eco-pioneer” for his environmentally conscious leadership of both the Tennessee Valley 

Authority and the Sacramento Municipal Utility District. He is a noted anti-nuclear activist and 

the author of a number of books on energy policy including Winning Our Energy Independence: 

[An Energy Insider Shows How] and his latest, All Electric America: [A Climate Solution and the 

Hopeful Future]. Welcome back to the Ralph Nader Radio Hour, David Freeman. 

 

David Freeman: Well, it's an honor to be invited back. You know, you get invited once. That's 

pretty good. But when you get invited back, well, that's a real honor. 

 

Ralph Nader: [laughter] Well, David, you've been around a long time, so you have a perspective 

of many decades. You’ve run major utilities like the giant Tennessee Valley Authority, the 

Sacramento District, the Los Angeles Municipal Utility, even one in upstate New York. And 

you, until recently, have been negotiating with Pacific Gas and Electric for shutting down the last 

nuclear plant in California and you have shut down about a half a dozen nuclear plants; a great 

advocate for energy efficiency and electrifying much of our economy driven by renewable 

energy sources, not by burning coal. And now you have this COVID-19 pandemic sweeping the 

world and it seems like it's just beginning. And countries being unprepared; our country is 



 

 

grossly unprepared--delayed reaction due to the careening, egocentric, misleading Donald 

Trump. But you're always an optimist.  What do you see [as] the silver lining here; not just in 

terms of hoping, but what do you think the response, once we get over this COVID-19--what do 

you think society’s going to be like? 

 

David Freeman: Well, it's not going to be like it was before, I don't think, especially if we just 

learn the lessons that we are being taught here. Let's think in terms of, you know, getting this 

kind of behind us, although [it] never will be behind us. So what have we learned here? We've 

learned that people are capable of unbelievable change almost overnight if they're afraid. Also I 

think a lot of people now will have to accept the fact we damn well better listen to the scientists 

because we didn't listen to them when they warned us the pandemic was coming and we weren't 

prepared, and no one advocated getting prepared. So that is a big lesson hopefully that we 

learned, and we've also learned that we have technology that can cut our transportation in half 

and we might even have a better life as a result of it. It seems to me that if you start looking at it 

from a climate point of view, the largest sources of greenhouse gases is in transportation and 

Lord knows that it's been cut way back out of fear. But now perhaps we can recognize that most 

of the business travel is completely unnecessary and that most people might have a better life if 

they went to work three times a week and work out of their homes a couple of days a week. You 

know, I'm not smart enough to kind of get too precise at the moment but let me put it this way. 

The governors, especially the big city mayors, you know, that had been uttering these beautiful 

words, like a hundred percent renewable and they're all for the environment. They're doing the 

reopening plan. Let's bring the environment front and center into our reopening plans. You 

know, I think it's time for the environmentalists, hopefully that would be all of us, to start 

thinking big again and making something big happen. I mean it almost breaks your heart to 

realize that it took this virus to get us to realize that we really don't have clean air yet. And in 

India, places like that where the air is like it was in LA in 1970, the change is so dramatic that 

people are just saying, “Ahh,” but here in America we've reduced pollution 30% as a part of this. 

So that I do see if we do some thinking and especially since the economy is not going to just 

bounce back automatically, so we have a new opportunity to try to help shape the post-COVID 

economy in a climate sensitive, enjoy life sensitive, compassionate basis. And we need to get our 

leaders to start talking about that. A beautiful thing is it’s the state and local governments that are 

deciding, I think they're deciding on reopening our economy. But I'll tell you who's gonna really 

decide; it’s one person at a time. Because just speaking personally, I'm kind of indifferent to 

what the federal government or even the state government says I can do. I'm going to be doing it, 

you know, on the basis of evaluating how it affects me. And I think if we remind people that 

between Zoom and Skype, and I don't know, they call it Blackboard for the kids, the teachers, all 

of this technology; it needs to be use permanently, not in a coercive way, but at least providing 

the incentives to go that way.  

 

Ralph Nader: You know, David, hearing you say this, makes me wonder when the wise elders, 

as we used to call them, are going to come together. We have a government now, where the 

worst are in charge; the best is on the sidelines. People who have experience, who look out for 



 

 

the best in the country and posterity, they're still around. Some of them are ex-governors and ex-

members of Congress; a lot of them come from other areas of life--academic, law, business. 

Nobody seems to be bringing them to the forefront in order to make the kinds of proposals that 

need to coalesce in the electoral process this year for getting what's it called “a silver lining” to 

this horrible epidemic; that is in terms of the resilience, we're seeing resilience now. We're seeing 

people changing their routines now when they never thought they would, but we need to have the 

functional response for a new kind of society that puts important priorities first. 

 

David Freeman: And frankly appeal to the common sense of the American people instead of 

what we're getting out of television these days is simply repeating the facts about the virus up to 

the point where if you're not scared by the facts, you can start to kind of almost give up. I mean, 

this is the greatest opportunity for an environmental renaissance that we've ever had. The virus 

has done more to shake things up so that people are, I think, open to accepting the fact that just 

because it hadn't happened yet doesn't mean it can’t happen. 

 

Ralph Nader: And at the time when we're spending trillions on relief for needy people, 

unemployed people, and bailouts for undeserving corporations. Now the Congress is used to 

trillions; we need several trillion for infrastructure, for repairing in every community and 

creating great jobs and repairing, upgrading our transit systems, water and sewage systems, 

schools, highways, bridges. We know the list. That would be a great response as well. Strengthen 

local communities. 

 

David Freeman: It certainly would. And even this guy that claims to be president is talking 

about something like that. I mean, who was it; there was this fellow that was the mayor of 

Chicago who said, “There's no crisis that should go wasted.” I mean, this is the largest crisis 

we've ever had, at least since World War II. And it's larger than that. And thus far, you know, 

where is the so-called environmental movement? Well, it's not moving, that's for sure. 

 

Ralph Nader: You’ve been pretty critical of the big environmental groups. They’re current 

litigation-oriented, properly; you know, that's where their expertise is. But they're not really 

mobilizing apart from Lois Gibbs in her group. These big environmental groups don't have the 

kind of grassroot momentum that they could even generate something like Earth Day 1970 with 

20 million people participating in generating a rumble that was heard all the way to Nixon's 

White House who signed all these bills into law because he feared the rumble of the people. 

 



 

 

David Freeman: Yeah, I don't go out on my way to pay you a compliment, but Nader’s Raiders 

knew what the hell they were talking about. And even the so-called activists nowadays, I mean, 

and I have great admiration for the Sunrise Movement and the young people that are talking 

good about climate, but they don't have a program. I mean, Green New Deal is a terrific slogan, 

but there isn't anybody advocating anything to implement it, that I see. I mean it's easy to talk 

about getting clean in 2030 and 2040. You know, how much political courage does it really take 

to go to Paris and have a nonbinding agreement and come back here and say in 2030 or 2040, 

we're going to be net 100% renewable? And they put the word net in front of it, that means 

they're going to have an offset. And so if you're clean in Africa, you can pay for it. And you're 

okay in America. I mean it is an embarrassment to me to hear what the good guys have been 

saying. So I do kind of divide the world up to now into two categories. There are the dumb 

deniers that just don't believe in the science or don't care. And then there are the intelligent 

deniers that talk a good game, but they hadn't done a damn thing that Mother Nature notices. I 

mean, we're burning as much gasoline until the virus hit us as we were 20 years ago because 

we've got about double the number of cars, and they're all burning gas, but with the virus showed 

us that we can probably get by with half the transportation. And when we start giving these big 

companies billions and trillions of dollars, can't we attach some conditions to them? I mean, the 

automobile industry, I don't know if they're getting money out of this or not. They probably will, 

but even in the last recession, I mean we had a chance to tell the automobile industry, “Yeah, 

we'll bail you out if you start making only zero emission cars.” And we didn't do that. We haven't 

exerted the leverage that we have. My criticism, frankly, Ralph, is more of the good guys than 

the folks that are just emotionally incapable of accepting the fact that we have a problem or 

intellectually incapable or just incapable. But now, it's a whole new ball game and rather than 

criticizing, my purpose is to try to get the mayors--big city mayors and governors are among the 

best club of elected officials we've got--so why, in the name of common sense, can't they bring 

some people who know something about the subject into their offices and build a climate action? 

Not talk, but climate action into the recovery plan? You know, if everybody had the option of 

staying home and working at home half the time, I just think a lot of people would take it. Why 

not propose changing the tax laws so that business travel is not tax deductible? If you put your 

mind to it, there's a hundred things that can be done that could just knock the hell out of the 

amount of energy we're using. When would be a better time to have a massive energy efficiency 

program and require these utilities to invest in efficiency. I mean one of the ways to bring 

greenhouse gases down is just not burn as much. And then what's left, we can electrify. 

 

Ralph Nader: We're talking with David Freeman. What publication should people get ahold of 

to get the full breadth of your ideas here on renewable energy and energy efficiency? 

 

David Freeman: Well, frankly, I think if people read All Electric America, they’d realize that we 

can have a society that is run by clean electricity that is cheaper and better than what we've got. 

And it's not a sacrifice we're talking about. I mean, the virus is powerless about sacrifice, but the 

climate issue is what I would call a joyous crusade. And the cost of energy over time will go 

down, not up. Because you don't even need to be an economist to figure out that if your power 



 

 

plant, gets free fuel, that over time, it's going to be cheaper than one that has a lot of employees 

and a lot of fuel and the inflation that keeps going up and up.  

 

You know, when I ran the New York Power Authority, I was selling electricity for 1 cent a 

kilowatt hour from St. Lawrence and Niagara Dam and making 90% profit because the dams 

were paid off and all that electricity coming out of Niagara Falls with eight people up there; well, 

the solar and the wind is pretty much like a dam. You know, once you've built the thing, we talk 

about green jobs yet the green jobs are in building. But once you build a windmill, a wind farm 

or a solar farm, you have virtually zero upkeep and zero fuel cost. So, especially if it's public 

power and you've invested in 3% or 4% money, which you can do nowadays; so Bernie was on 

the right track. Basically, if we went to public power, we don't even need to go there, but if we 

did, we would dramatically reduce the price of energy as well as save our planet. And I think that 

proposition can be sold. You know, I think people’s thinking has got to be loosened up now. And 

this is the crisis that if we beat the virus, we ought to be able to do what we're talking about. 

 

Ralph Nader: Dave, tell our listeners how they can get more of what you've written and 

proposed. Do you have a website or what? 

 

David Freeman: Yeah, there's a website called All Electric America. It's the website. 

 

Ralph Nader: Okay. All electric America. Before we close, Dave, Steve, any comment? You or 

David. 

 

Steve Skrovan: Yeah. David, you ran utilities; you know about this one. Obviously, oil prices 

now are in negative territory. They're actually paying people to take it away.  

 

David Freeman: Yeah, I gave a speech many years ago entitled “The End of Oil”. Well, now we 

see the end. I mean, what's happened here is that the market just kind of disappeared overnight. 

So the price has gone way down. Let me put it this way, the King of Saudi Arabia has done more 

to kill fracking than the environmental movement in America could ever have done. I mean, 

fracking is uneconomic because it's the most expensive way of drilling for oil. Now we should 

realize that we ought to be arguing that no one should be drilling for more oil anywhere. I mean, 

the end of oil is in sight, but the only way to end it is to end the market for it. So the price of oil 

is way down now because there's a tremendous surplus and that's as a result of the shock of about 



 

 

30% of the market worldwide has just disappeared on them overnight. But we ought to keep it 

from reappearing. I mean, you know, it's really hard to break up a structure. I mean, if you think 

of the American economy as a tall steel building that we've been trying to change, it's real tough. 

But the damn thing that we're witnessing, the fall of the economy had, is falling of his own 

weight, because people are staying home mainly. But this is an opportunity. You know, how it 

comes back is the subject today. Everybody has reopening plans. Well, why don't we have an 

environmentally sensitive reopening plan? I mean, Ralph made the critical point. There are a 

thousand people like me that know a whole lot about this subject that are not being called on. 

And all this lip service [about] the climate coming from the Democrats, has a hollow ring to it to 

me now. Because, you know, sure, we're all frightened about this virus, but we don't realize the 

old order is falling of its own weight and we need to reshape the new order. And we have a very, 

very clear issue and it's analogous to this one and we didn't listen to the scientists and we’re 

dying. Now we're going to do that to the planet? 

 

Ralph Nader: On that note, we're out of time, David Freeman. Thank you for your decades of 

advocacy, perspective, coordination, relentless energy, trying to bring influential people together. 

You've advised presidents and governors. And what we need is a thousand people to take the 

lead, people with backgrounds, with influential Rolodexes to get together, get the ball rolling 

before Congress and the national media. So thank you very much, David, and to be continued as 

always. 

 

David Freeman: Amen. Amen.  

 

Steve Skrovan: We've been speaking with S. David Freeman. We will link to his work at 

ralphnaderradiohour.com. Now, in closing, Ralph, you and Bruce Fein, constitutional scholar 

who he did the impeachment special with, wrote a letter to the Justice Department, to William 

Barr. Tell us about that. 

 

Ralph Nader: Well, we wrote a letter asserting that Donald Trump has violated a criminal 

statute called the Hatch Act, which exempts presidents and vice presidents in one section, but 

says that if the president commands public employees to use public property to promote his 

political objectives and campaign objectives in an election year, he is violating a criminal statute 

and committing a crime. And when Trump trumpeted that he would like his name or signature on 

the millions of checks that are going out to relieve the pressures of workers in this country, he 

wants his name in the lower left-hand part of the check. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin; said, 

“Okay. Aye, aye.” And they're about to go out. Now isn’t it interesting, when the president 

commits a crime, it's not newsworthy anymore. I mean, other than a tweet by New York Times 

reporter, Charlie Savage, the press just basically said, “Oh, what else is new?” That's when you 



 

 

know that he's normalizing official criminality and that's not the only crimes he's committed 

obviously. He has a baleful and constitutional violations to boot. But it does say something when 

people are so nonchalant because he has so normalized outrageous behavior--lying behavior, 

bigotry behavior, savage sexual-predator behavior, violation [of] constitutional provisions. You 

know, remember he said under Article II, “I can do whatever I want as president,” and he 

proceeds to do that. And Congress is just saying, Oh, you know, we made a try on the Ukraine 

issue, and that's it; they're not coming back. There should be a mass demand for his resignation 

NOW. He is a dangerous captain of a careening ship that is delaying, prevaricating, denying, not 

coordinating, scapegoating in this horrible COVID-19 virus pandemic--a mass demand for his 

resignation. 

 

Steve Skrovan: What do you expect the response from William Barr would be, if he responds at 

all? 

 

Ralph Nader: Well, we asked for him to appoint a special counsel because William Barr, 

obviously has a conflict of interest, is not going to investigate the President and we haven't had a 

response yet, but if he doesn't want to appoint a special counsel, let's hear his opinion as to why 

he thinks that Donald Trump is not violating this Hatch Act.  

 

Steve Skrovan: And so the president and the vice president or not… they qualify for the Hatch 

Act. They're not immune to that, right?  

 

Ralph Nader: Yes. In Section 610 of Title 18, they are not exempted from violating the act 

when they command public employees to use public property to advance their political interests. 

They are exempted in other sections of the Hatch Act, but not this one. and this carries with it a 

criminal penalty. 

 

Steve Skrovan: Wow, wow. Yeah. I mean, obviously, there was a lot of attention given to that in 

the press, but no action taken other than what you've just done here, I guess. 

 

Ralph Nader: There was attention to his outrageous demand that he put his name on; an 

egomaniac run wild, but they didn't focus on the Hatch Act violation, at least not yet. 

 



 

 

Steve Skrovan: Right. Well, thank you Ralph. That's our show. I want to thank our guests again, 

Adam Rome and David Freeman. The transcript of the show will appear on the Ralph Nader 

Radio Hour website soon after the episode is posted.  

 

David Feldman: Subscribe to us on our Ralph Nader Radio Hour YouTube channel, and for 

Ralph’s weekly column, it's free. Go to nader.org. For more from Russell Mokhiber, go to 

corporatecrimereporter.com.  

 

Steve Skrovan: Join us next week on the Ralph Nader Radio Hour. Thank you, Ralph. 

 

Ralph Nader: Thank you everybody. We're still waiting for the first Congress watchdog group 

to get underway in one congressional district. Go to ratsreformcongress, and you will see the 

book that shows you how to do it.  


	David Feldman: Adam Rome is an environmental historian and professor at the University at Buffalo. Dr. Rome has focused his research on the environmental movement in the United States, Earth Day, sustainable business and suburban sprawl. He wrote the ...

