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Deep in my melodic memory is stored a lullaby learned in grade school.  Its first 
verse is:   

Sleep, my child, and peace attend thee  
All through the night  

Guardian angels God will send thee  
All through the night  

Soft the drowsy hours are creeping  
Hill and dale in slumber sleeping  

I my loving vigil keeping  

All through the night  

How safe I felt when singing that song.  It was often a song I used to sing my-
self to sleep.  The tune is titled Ar Hyd Y Nos.  It is Welsh, first found in a music 
book in 1784.   Wow, this one goes back in our collective memory to quite long 
ago.  The tune is contained in our current hymnal as an offering song, “For the 
Fruit of All Creation,” and as a sending song, “Go My Children, with my Bless-
ing.”  Fall is often the season in the church that we refer to as stewardship sea-
son.  Really, stewarding God’s gifts for us is a year round pastime but here is 
your “fall stewardship program.”  Upon rising sing or read the words of ELW 
679.  Before going to bed read or sing, or just imagine yourself singing ELW 
543.  That’s it!  That’s the program.  I have found that music has its own way of 
working in us, reminding us of the story. The last line of ELW 679 is this, “For 
the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, most of all, 
that love has found us, thanks be to God.”  I wonder how creating a collective 
memory together might change us. Blessings in your singing. 
 
I penned this letter several years ago.  In these Covid-19 days singing seems 
even more important than ever so I’ve included the words to these two hymns 
wherever Gretchen can find the space for them.  In this season, as you sing, 
please consider “generosity”— certainly God’s generosity which we celebrate in 
both of our songs for the month.  But also just generosity in general.  I com-
mend you all for your continued generosity to Bethlehem Lutheran and her min-
istries in this weird and difficult time. I would praise those who many years ago 
designed Bethlehem’s Mission Endowment Fund so that as a church we could 
continue to support mission locally, regionally, and globally.  $24,120 from the 
MEF will be distributed this year!  That is a story of generosity!  So…ponder on 
these things:  How does God’s generosity play out in your life? Who did you 
learn generosity from, who were your early models of generosity?  Tell or write 
down a story of generosity from your own life.  Send it to me.  
                                                            

      Peace Be With You All,  Pastor Elizabeth 
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Online Book Study Still Available 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JANET 
 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration 

by Isabel Wilkerson 

Of all the books I have read in recent months, The Warmth of Other Suns deepened my under-
standing of how our nation has been shaped in ways little else has. In these pages, Isabel Wilker-
son explores the stories of those who were part of America’s Great Migration, tracing the stories of 
African Americans as they made their way from Jim Crow South to the north and west between 
1915 and 1970. These are stories of courage, of hardship, of perseverance, of faith. 
 
A group will be coming together to read this powerful book. We will gather on ZOOM on Wednes-
days at 7 pm: September 30, October 7, 14, 21 & 28.  The book is readily available on Amazon and 
through other online sources. If you have trouble accessing a copy of it and would like to be part of 
the conversation, please contact Pastor Janet.  You can ‘register’ for the course by emailing the 
church office at First Lutheran at office@firstdekalb.org 

Crop Walk to be Virtual due to COVID 19—October 4 

 

This year’s walk may encompass physical walking in family groups in your neighborhood or walking 

in small groups of fewer than 5 people.  People can also run, swim, bike, or walk on a treadmill 

while practicing social distancing. Participants can “Walk on the Web,” a eu-

phemism for not  “walking” at all if they choose. The goal is to get everyone 

participating and registering online to reach out to friends and relatives virtually 

to solicit donations. 

 

Because of the necessary change in the Walk procedures this year due to 

COVID-19, the local recipient list will be shorter. We are pleased that Bethlehem’s Feed My Sheep 

Food Pantry is among the organizations slated to receive funds from the walk this year!  

 

25% of the funds raised will be returned to DeKalb County agencies including our Bethlehem Feed 

My Sheep Food Pantry,  

 
75% of the funds will be used by Church World Service (CWS) for disaster relief, refugee crisis, and 
self-help development projects throughout the world. 

 

Crop Walk coordinator will be Hunter Rowland to sign people up for the virtual walk which will take 

place on October 4.  Even if you can’t walk that day, you can still donate to the cause.  Of the funds, 

25% are allocated as a grant to assist with local hunger needs through existing agencies like our own 

Feed My Sheep Pantry. See Pastor Elizabeth if you need more information. 

Ending Hunger . . . One step at a time . .  

mailto:office@firstdekalb.org
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FYI—FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN OBTAINING GIN’S NEW BOOK: 
I have a limited supply of Gin R’s recently published book Cloudberries & 
Aebleskiver available for purchase (no postage) if you pick them up from our 
house or the church.  
   To view other go-with items that may be available (tote bags, aprons, greeting 
cards, etc.) go to the website at: wildrhubarbpress.com. 
         Gordon at (815) 895-8956. 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

 
 A BIG thank you to Stagecoach Players 

for involving us in their Food Drive last 

month. We have received many canned 

and packaged goods that are being used 

for our Food Pantry clients. 

Give the Metzlers a big thank  

you for helping to keep us  

current with our counting each  

week. 

Thank you to Bill & Deb P for cleaning  

 
our garage gutters and hauling away the  

 
branches from recent storms!!! 

Thank you—Thank you … 
for the cards, calls and prayers. 
                           Jay R 

Have a Happy  
& Safe Halloween! 

Since our Food Pantry is still in 

drive-thru mode, we are not able to 

take used clothing, toys  or other 

household items at this time. 

Thank you to the local Elks Lodge for their generous 

Walmart gift card for our Feed My Sheep Food Pan-

try. The $500 gift card will be used to buy needed 

supplies for the pantry and to stock up on personal 

protective equipment for our volunteers. 

Volunteers are needed to clean up 

the vegetable garden area. Please 

see Pastor Elizabeth for details. 
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Hunger in America—Our Growing Need 

We live in the richest country in the world, with more than 900 million acres of farmland, yet 37 mil-
lion Americans go to bed hungry . . . And the number is climbing. The statistics on hunger in Ameri-
ca are staggering. One in nine people in the United States is food insecure, meaning they lack con-
sistent access to healthy meals, and many have visited a food pantry in the past year. 
 
Now as we brace for more economic issues due to the pandemic in the fall and winter, millions of 
people hit by unemployment and struggling with poverty are newly at risk of not having enough to 
eat.  The number of people projected to be struggling for food by the end of 2020 will be up by 17 
million since 2018—up to 54 million. Those projected to face the highest percentage of food inse-
curity are in parts of the South and Southwest. For example. In Mississippi, one in three people 
could go hungry this year. 
     From Good Housekeeping Magazine, October 2020 issue 

 
Federal Assistance this Year to our Food Pantry 
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank strives to provide a high-level of service and product to our member 
agencies. We believe in utilizing public-private partnerships to accomplish this. One of the partners 
in our fight against hunger is the federal government.  
 
The USDA commodities distributed to agencies as part of The Emergency Food Program (EFP) is 
a form of federal assistance. A dollar value is assigned to each commodity based on the cost to the 
government. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) funding is provided by the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services and is available only to agencies receiving EFP product; 
due to COVID-19 related delays, no TANF food was distributed in FY20. If the Food Bank has 
been awarded funds for a county through The Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP or 
FEMA), this food is available to most agencies in the county who do not receive direct funding from 
the local board.  
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank is required to inform you of the value of federal assistance provided to 
you. During the fiscal year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 your emergency feeding program re-
ceived from Northern Illinois Food Bank:  
 
Emergency Food Program Pounds: 124,413.40  

Estimated Federal Dollar Value: $154,571.64  
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank, on behalf of our network of member agencies, works diligently to solic-
it donated and purchased products needed to feed the growing numbers of people requesting your 
assistance.   
 
Thank you again for your service and commitment to feed our neighbors in need.  
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Thanksgiving for our Food Pantry Clients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us with our 

Annual Holiday Meal Boxes! 
 

You can help some needy families have a nice dinner this Thanksgiving!  
 
The Northern Illinois Food Bank is offering holiday meal boxes that serve 8. This box will 
include a 12-14 pound turkey, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, two veggies, cranberry 
sauce, dessert and more for just $16. We must order early, so write your check for the 
Food Pantry soon. We are counting on you!  We will order 100 boxes for our Food Pan-
try clients, so your generous donation would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Make your checks payable to Bethlehem and note that it is for the Thanksgiving boxes. 
=================================================================== 
 
Your Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
# of turkey dinners @ $16/ea.______________ 
 
Amount of check attached $____________________________ 
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Zoom Book Study in October 

 

Dear friends, 
 
The Creation Care Team, a sub-committee of the Northern Illinois Synod Social Ministry Commit-
tee is excited to offer a seven-session Book Study via the Zoom Platform, on the book Rooted & 
Rising: Voices of Courage in a Time of Climate Crisis, edited by Leah D. Schade and Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas. The Book Study will begin on Tuesday, October 6 at 7 p.m., with the subsequent  
sessions each Tuesday evening through Tuesday, November 17. 
    The Book Study will be led and facilitated by members of the Creation Care Team. The hope is 
that through reading and conversation, participants will gain a better understanding of how to care 
for this Earth given to us by our Creator and also learn ways to incorporate care for creation into 
our spiritual practices. 
     For more information and to register for the Book Study. There is no cost to participate,  
although participants will need to buy the book which is available from the usual book sellers. It is 
available as an e-book and either via hardcover or paperback. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Becky Keller at bfkeller@yahoo.com. 
 
Peace, Deacon Cheryl Erdmann 
Northern Illinois Synod, ELCA 
 

“We have now been back in the United States for about three months. It seems much longer and 
much shorter all at the same time! We have been enjoying summer activities in Iowa. The kids loved 
getting to pick sweet corn right from the field! We are relishing our time with family, friends, and sup-
porters.  
    In early August, we spent a few days at Riverside Bible Camp bonding as a family and recharging 
spiritually. We swam, rode horses, had outdoor chapel, and participated in crazy, fun activities to-
gether. Unfortunately, our visit was cut short when Iowa experienced the Derecho. 
    We’re staying with Kelsey’s parents, and they had lots of damage from the big storm. Three very 
large, old trees were lost, as was the garage. We are thankful that the people, house, and vehicles 
were spared. We have spent lots of time helping with the clean up effort over the past few weeks. 

    Over the summer, we’ve noticed that when the kids get restless, we need to go out into  
nature. They need to climb trees, wade in water, touch rocks, and get dirty. They inevitably 
have better attitudes after they’ve connected with God’s creation. We’ve noticed a similar  
pattern for ourselves in ministry. When we feel restless, we need to connect with God—
through worship, through scripture, through nature, or through community. We are so  
thankful for the encouragement God is providing through you all while we’re back in the U.S. Your 
emails, prayers, Facebook comments, gifts of food, beds, or clothing, remind us that we’re not alone. 
We know that God is providing for us and for our ministry and that you’re there right alongside us! 
Thank you!” 
                                  The Grulke Family 

Summer in Iowa for Grulke Family 

mailto:bfkeller@yahoo.com
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Join a Very Special Zoom Session on Biblical Values 
 

What are biblical values? How do you find and sort them? Why do different people get different 
ideas from the Bible? What does the Bible really say about gender, sexuality, and the family? 
 

These are the kinds of questions we will put to one of the world’s most famous thinkers on these 
issues, Dr. John J. Collins, of the Yale University Divinity School. He has taught a course on bibli-
cal values at Yale for years, and in 2018 published a book on the subject. 
 

On Monday, October 19, at 7:00 p.m., Professor Collins will join our regular session of the 
Northern Illinois Online Bible Study. This jolly group has been meeting now for over 25 weeks for 
a weekly one-hour Zoom session. At the present time the group is in the middle of a course called 
“Women in the Bible.” And as we proceed with our discussion of gender, sexuality, and family  
issues, Dr. Collins has agreed to join our discussion on October 19. 
 

Since this session will be so special, we invite you to join us even if you have not been 
part of our discussions up to the present. We know you will be blessed by finding out how 

to put God’s justice and compassion at the very center of your own values.  
 

If you wish to join us, please contact Pastor John Seraphine by email at heatherhope-
farm@gmail.com, or by phone at 815-895-9736. 
 

Or you may simply use this link to join our Zoom session on October 19, or any Monday at 7 p.m. 
leading up to it: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82154677899?pwd=SHBvZW1hakgyNk4xNDV5ZVNPdGFMdz09 
Meeting ID: 821 5467 7899 
Passcode: 808952 

Special Zoom Session on Biblical Values 

Feed My Sheep Statistics for August 2020 
Bethlehem’s Food Pantry has been busy in the past few months. For August, our num-
bers are as follows: 
 
Number of households served during month:  273 
Number of individual served in August:   991  
Number of children 18 or younger served:  389 
 
We want to thank everyone for helping us.  We can also use a few volunteers to help 
stuff bags and boxes for our drive-thru pantries. See Pastor Elizabeth if you can help. 

mailto:heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
mailto:heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
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Audit Committee Report 2019 

The audit committee of Wayne C, Bill G, and Julie R met Monday, January 20, 2019 and a few dates thereafter.  We 

reviewed the financial records of the Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church General Operating Fund, the Mission 

Endowment Fund, the Memorial Fund, the Abiding Memorial Fund, and the Cut Ups.  We were not able to audit the 

records of the Women of the ELCA. 
The reports of the Memorial Fund, the Abiding Memorial Fund, and the Cut Ups as presented in the 2019 Annual Report are 

accurate.  The records for these funds were examined and no discrepancies were noted. 
The report for the General Operating Fund showed an $11,000 increase over last year’s ending balance even though 

revenues and expenses were equal.  After further investigation, a few unusual year end transactions should have been 

included in the Dedicated Funds: 

 Dedicated Funds per annual report              $47,549.15 
 Giving for 2020             5,000.00 

 Endowment flood transfer to spend      9,660.82 

Due from MetroNet insurance               -  3,518.48 * 

 Total Dedicated Funds                $58,691.49 

 
Balance Per Bank     $71,626.99 

Less Dedicated Funds       58,691.49 

 
Net Cash for General Fund Purposes   $12,935.50 

 

*  This is money we paid for damage to the garage electricity (twice), and Metronet’s insurance reimbursed us in 2020. 

 
The report for Bethlehem’s Mission Endowment Fund listed disbursements for mission outreach purposes.  It did not 

include the $20,000 to Bethlehem for flood damage or year end fund balance information. 
This is the fund balance information as summarized from the detailed records for 2019 and copied from the 2018 re-

port.  Its assets are held in two accounts with the ELCA Mission Investment Fund: 

 

ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust:  (FUNDA) 

 December 31, 2019       $476,638.60 
 Ten Year History 

 November 30, 2018 $455,724.32 

 November 30, 2017   461,512.78 

 November 30, 2016   396,035.14 

 November 30, 2015   391,870.11 

 November 30, 2014   417,831.69 

 November 30, 2013   401,591.38 

 November 30, 2012   362,459.77 

 November 30, 2011   324,978.59 

 November 30, 2010   328,634.53 

 November 30, 2009   298,787.29 

 

Mission Investment Fund:  (checking account) 

 December 31, 2019       $    5,898.88 

Total MEF Fund Balance as of December 31, 2019    $482,537.48 

 

The 2019 Mission Endowment Fund records examined were complete and accurate.  Transfers from it to the Bethle-

hem Lutheran Church general checking account were traced and tied out. 

 

The committee thanks Tammie F, Laurel S, Dawn G, and Doris R for their dedicated work throughout the year, and 

their cooperation in making their records available for the audit. 


