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        Highlights 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.                                                                           
Romans 15:13 
 

Who would have guessed it would go on this long?  But here we stand in 
the liminal space that is in-between “before COVID 19,” and “after.”  Our 
lives have been changed and we are in that space where we don’t know 
exactly how or when it will look in the after.  And it brings forth so many 
thoughts and prayers and wonderings… 
    It is very much like that Saturday after Jesus’ death.  Even though we 
knew something like this could happen we just couldn’t imagine what it 
would be like.  Like the disciples on the Road to Emmaus we may be say-
ing “we had hoped” but now this has happened and everything has 
changed.  We don’t know exactly what things will look like, especially for 
the church, on the other side of this pandemic.  But we know because He 
Lives, We Live!   And we are assured that there will be another side!  
Lean in to the present and be open to tomorrow. 
    We are beginning to imagine and talk about being together again.  It 
may be in steps but it will be soon.  Ministry does not stop just because 
we are “staying in place.”  Feed My Sheep is serving many families in our 
twice weekly drive through pantries.  Often they are new to food pantries 
and many are coming from further away in the county.  People have been 
so generous with time and talents and treasure, many that are not mem-
bers, some who have no connections to Bethlehem that I know of but 
have just seen what we are doing and want to help.  First Lutheran 
Church purchased the pantry another freezer so that our increased pur-
chases can be kept frozen.  The garden is being prepared and people 
from both congregations are fixing the beds and will plant soon!  I invite 
you to drive by during our pantry hours to see the ministry happening!  We 
are even able to give out some masks to our clients generously donated 
by some of the many who are furiously making them at home. So thank 
you, thank you, thank you, for your generosity and your outpouring of love 
for the many who are more food insecure than ever. 
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It has been a comfort and a joy to be working closely (but maintaining physical distancing) with 
Pastor Mack Patrick of Grace Place and Pastor Janet Hunt and the staff at First Lutheran and our 
own staff to bring worship into your homes.  The services are posted on our face book page on 
Sunday mornings and we are continuing to have short meditations on Wednesday nights. 
    Please stay safe and be assured that I pray for you daily.  Don’t hesitate to call me if you have 
needs or requests or you just want to talk.  Blessings on this journey as we stand in the present 
and look forward to our future. 
         In His Love,  Pastor Elizabeth 

Pastor Message (continued) 

Bethlehem Mission Endowment Fund  

The purpose of the Mission Endowment Fund is to enhance the mission outreach of the Church 

apart from the general operating budget of the congregation.  Gifts will extend God’s work within 

our church, the community, and the world. 

We are in the process of identifying organizations or groups  

to contribute money to in 2020. 

Do you know of an organization that you would like us to consider? 

Please let us know by filling out the bottom portion of this page and mail it in to 

the church office.  

======================================================= 

Please consider this organization for a Mission Endowment Fund gift. 

Please return this form to the office. 

 
NAME OF ORGANIZATION______________________________________________________________  

 

ADDRESS AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF ORGANIZATION_________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU FOR FURTHER INFO: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

May 10 
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Give DeKalb County is a 24-hour fundraising 
event to support nonprofit organizations in or 
serving DeKalb County. Donations can be made 
online by credit card, debit card, ACH transfer or 
Mobile Wallet from midnight to midnight on May 
7, at GiveDeKalbCounty.org. New this year, do-
nors giving by check can print a donation form 
from the website, complete the form indicating 
the organization(s) and donation amount(s), 
then write a single check for the total payable to 
DCCF. Checks can be mailed to DeKalb County 
Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Avenue, 
Sycamore, IL  60178. 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Do you know the name of 
a student graduating this 
year? If so, please give 
their names to 
the church of-
fice as soon as 
possible. 

Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 25  (Monday) 

Give DeKalb County  

Thank you to everyone involved in help-

ing our Food Pantry continue during 

these difficult times! Special thanks to 

Pastor Mack from Grace Place, NIU, 

and all the help and volunteers from 

First Lutheran including Pr. Hunt! 

 

The Bethlehem Gardening Group would be 
delighted with the addition of a couple new 
members. We are especially in need of help 
watering during dry spells. Please contact 
Pastor Elizabeth if interested. 

Thank you to Lynn H and others for 

making cloth masks for our Feed My 

Sheep Food Pantry volunteers, etc. 

STAYING CONNECTED . . . 
Our prayer chain is still very active so if 
you have a prayer need, please contact 
Elmie C or Judy S to get the prayers 
rolling. 

A Note from the Bishop: 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you.  

At its meeting on April 18, the Synod Council 

made the difficult decision to cancel this year’s 

Synod Assembly. This is the first time in our 

history that we have canceled an assembly. I 

know that many of you look forward to the 

assembly as much as I do. It is a great time to 

celebrate who we are as a synod. I am disap-

pointed but hope and expect that we will be 

able to safely gather again in June of 2021!  
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A Food Pantry Credit Notice 

 

Dear Member Agency Food Pantry, 

 

“On April 8
th
 we notified our member agencies that we had allocated $200,000 for 

food credits toward active member agency accounts.   We recognize that during the 

COVID – 19 pandemic, many of our member agencies are experiencing an increase 

in demand for food assistance and we believe that the agency credit will help offset 

additional food costs that you are incurring during this difficult time.  Therefore, 

Northern Illinois Food Bank is excited to notify you that an agency credit of $677.20 

will be applied to your agency’s food pantry account on Friday, April 24, 2020. This 

credit can be used to order food through Agency Express. It is our hope that this 

credit will allow you to purchase additional food you need to help neighbors coming 

to your pantry for groceries for their family.     

 

Once again, our thanks and admiration for all you do to serve neighbors in need,  

especially during these unprecedented times.”  

 

Sincerely, 

Julie Yurko           Dianne Korizon       Jacqui Hebein 

President and CEO Chief Strategy Officer      Director of Agency Relations 

 

Proactive Steps to Stay Healthy for all Food Pantry Volunteers- The 

2019 novel Coronavirus is believed to be spread through the air when an 

infected person coughs or sneezes, much in the way influenza, and other 

respiratory viruses spread. Because of this, individuals are encouraged to 

follow these common-sense practices:    

●  Wash hands regularly for at least 20 seconds using soap and water.  

●  Avoid the touching of eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

●  Avoid close contact—stay at least 6 feet from others. 

●  Staff are asked to stay home if they exhibit cold or flu-like symptoms.  

●  Cover mouth and nose with the inside of the arm or with a tissue when 

coughing or sneezing. Throw the tissue away immediately. Wash hands 

as soon as possible afterward. 
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Want to Extend a Helpful Hand? 

Meals on Wheels is a great opportunity for teens and adults who want to take a break 
from staying at home. The recipients depend on this vital service. How does it work? 
Drivers pick up meals at VAC on Bethany Rd. by 11 a.m. It takes about an hour to de-
liver meals and return the transport bags to VAC. It is a great activity for couples or a 
parent and child. 
 
Social distancing is now being observed. VAC will bring the meals to your vehicle 
when you arrive. When delivering, you will knock or ring the bell and wait to be sure 
the resident answers before leaving the meal. Some have tables or chairs outside on 
which to set the meal. VAC also provides plastic bags so the meal can be hung on 
the door handle. You then return the transport bags to VAC and leave outside their 
door.  
 
Please wear a cloth mask and gloves if you have them. If not, VAC has a limited sup-
ply they can provide. Call VAC at (815) 758-3932 to sign up for an open day/time. 
        

 

 

VBS Updates 

Hello! 
 
Many of you know that VBS was first postponed from June to July but with new information unfold-
ing every few days, it has become clear that offering VBS at Walcamp in our traditional way will not 

be possible. We are resilient, and God is with us in this time of uncertainty. Please stay tuned!  
 
A plan for summer learning, service and fun is in the works, and will be shared via Facebook, email, 
and USPS in the next weeks. Hint: we are blessed to be working with Bethlehem’s community gar-
den and Feed My Sheep food pantry as a focal point of our summer experience.  
 
If you have a special experience or memory of gardening, sharing, or connecting through growing 
food, please contact Deb Farnsworth at Farnsworth.deb@gmail.com. I’m excited about connecting 
kids of all ages through gardening and sharing this summer! 
          
       Peace, 
       Deb F 
       Christian Education Coordinator 

 

mailto:Farnsworth.deb@gmail.com
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NOW . . .ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE!!! 

Simple to use….Go to church website: bethlehemdekalb.org 

Locate GREEN GIVE button. 

Click button….to complete login prompt. 

Fill in your information, fill in donation amount, your payment type and if you’d like, simply 

click the option to cover your transaction fees— 

Pay with your credit/debit card 

Pay with your bank account information  

Scroll down on arrow to select  

General Fund or Food Pantry 

Check out Tithe.ly website for more details. 

Dear friends at Bethlehem,  

“Happy Easter from Botswana. He is risen! Keresete o tsogile! Our Easter plans certainly shifted, 

as everyone in the world's plans have shifted over the past couple of months. We planned to fly 

back to the US April 8th and be home in Iowa for Easter. Then, we planned to begin visiting the 

churches that support us to share about our Bible translation work in Maun, Botswana, including 

visiting Bethlehem on May 3rd. At this point, we hope to return to the US in August and visit 

you all in the fall, but we do not know when the Botswana borders will open up, nor when com-

mercial flights will resume. Pray with us that we can return in August.   

 

In Botswana, we have been under lock down for almost a month, and it will continue for another 

week. You need a permit even to go to the grocery store, which has been a headache, but we 

have never lacked anything we needed, thanks be to God. Many people in our town work in the 

tourism industry and have been laid off. Join us in praying that their needs would be met. Please 

also pray that God would guide us to know how we can help (it's difficult during lock down).   

 

Our Bible translation work has slowed, but we provided our colleagues with internet access be-

fore lock down started, so everyone is able to work from home, at least somewhat. Pray that 

progress would continue and that we would be able to communicate  

effectively with one another.   

 

Thank you so much for your prayers and support. We look forward to seeing you when we can. 

God bless you all! Modimo a le segofatshe.”   

 

The Grulke family- Kelsey, Carl, MaryJane, Audrey, Judah, Gideon, and Isaac  

 A Note from Botswana 

 


