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Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 
    they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31 

 
Waiting is hard.  Even just waiting for an appointment sometimes makes 
me wild when I think I have more important things to do, or things I want 
to do more than sit in a waiting room.  As we in Illinois enter into Stage 4 
of our re-opening plan I’m sorry to say we will probably be waiting a bit 
more before we start worshiping in our Sanctuary.  I’m trying to see how 
my/our strength might be being renewed or my/our weariness abated in 
this time of waiting.   So I will find my answer to the ”wait” a bit before the 
Isaiah text quoted above: 

Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 

29 
He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. Isaiah 40:28 
 

Sit tight.  Make phone calls.  Listen to music and sing loudly in your home 
or your backyard.  Read the Psalms or even Isaiah; make a list of verses 
that give you strength.  For it is not my/our strength that is really needed 
here.  It is our total dependence of the God who holds us now and forev-
er.  It is God’s strength we count on, God’s legs we run with…and with 
God we can run forever. 
       Blessings, 
       Pastor Elizabeth 
 
I sent a re-opening survey to everyone that I had an email for.  If you 
have an email and would like to have one sent to you please let me 
know.  If you would like one via snail mail just leave a message on the 
church phone! 
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Feed My Sheep Food Pantry at Bethlehem continues to provide 

food to our clients through our Drive-Up. Hours are Monday 3-5 

and Thursday 9:30-11:30. Thank you to all our volunteers for help-

ing in this important ministry of the church. 

Mobile Pantries are also availa-
ble in DeKalb and surrounding 
communities. Volunteers assist 
in distributing meat , produce and 
non-perishable foods from the 
traveling food pantry truck. 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Northern Illinois Synod 
presents 

World Hunger 
2019 

Certificate of Recognition 
 

In thanksgiving for  

faithfulness as an advocate  

Congregation 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran  

is commended for its 2019 
ELCA World Hunger  

Offerings and for keeping  
hunger in prayer and  

life-style stewardship. 

A big thank you to our lawn mow-
ers, Jim M. and Ted W. 
We appreciate all your hard work 
this year! 

 
HAPPY JULY 4th! 

INDEPENDENCE DAY! 
 

My Pantry Express from the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank is operating in DeKalb 
County. Volunteers help ensure a wel-
coming experience for their neighbors 
while they pick up their groceries from 
a partner location in the community. 

Dear Bethlehem Women, 
“Thank you so much for the graduation money and support in my education. This fall, I will be 
going to Edgewood College in Madison, WI, and I am beyond excited to start this next chap-
ter. I plan on majoring in Elementary Education with a minor in Ethnic Studies. My goal is to 
simply help people who need it most in life, and to bring support and encouragement into  
student’s lives. 
  Even in the midst of this pandemic, and my senior year not ending as planned, this only gives 
me more excitement and faith into what the future holds, and the ability to create an even 
better one. Thanks again for the support you all have given me throughout my entire life.” 
         Sincerely, 
         Abbey B. 

Your July devotional booklet is enclosed for you to use with 
our online services each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. in July 
or just to keep as a  handy devotional guide anytime.  You 
can tune in to our services at bethlehemdekalb.org or go to 
our facebook page. 

If you are willing to do 

some trimming, etc. in 

the church yard, see 

Pastor Elizabeth. 
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ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE 

Simple to use….Go to church website: bethlehemdekalb.org 

Locate GREEN GIVE button. 

Click button….to complete login prompt. 

Fill in your information, fill in donation amount, your payment type and if you’d like, 

simply click the option to cover your transaction fees— 

Pay with your credit/debit card 

Pay with your bank account information  

Scroll down on arrow to select  

General Fund or Food Pantry 

Check out Tithe.ly website for more details. 

Book Study Continues in July 

Upcoming  Discussion of The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone 

As we have watched the news over these last weeks, again and again we have seen the moving im-

ages of black men being murdered right before our eyes. As for me, I have found myself voicing the 

old lament, “How long, O Lord?” Yet, even as I do so, I can hear God lamenting back the same to 

me, to us, to all of us together, “How long? How long will you allow this to continue?” 

Over these next weeks you are invited to join in this very conversation through the lens of The Cross 

and the Lynching Tree. Bill Moyers has said of this book, “Once again James cone demonstrates why 

he is indispensable as an interpreter of faith, race, and the American experience.” Indeed, this book 

will be an excellent companion as we explore what many of us cannot begin to understand from our 

own lived experience. 

A group will meet by Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm beginning on June 10 and continuing 

through July 8th. It will be led by Pastor Janet and Pastor Elizabeth from Bethlehem Lutheran. If you 

wish to participate, please let Pastor Janet know so that she can include you on the Zoom invitation. 

If you haven’t used Zoom before, let her know that, too, and she will try to help you get on board 

with this way of learning/communicating. Her email is pastorjanethunt@firstdekalb.org 

The cost of the book is $25. It is readily available on line for you to order, but if you are unable to 

order it yourself, again let the pastor know and she will get you a copy. (If the cost of the book is 

prohibitive, also let her know that so that we can provide you a copy from the church.) Digital ver-

sions from Amazon and Barnes and Noble are much less expensive, if you prefer to go that route.   

Please join us as you are able! 

mailto:pastorjanethunt@firstdekalb.org
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Dear friends in Christ: 
Grace, mercy and peace be with you! 
I have been meeting weekly by Zoom with the pastors, deacons, vicars, interns, and synodically authorized ministers of 
this synod. I must tell you, that as a whole, they are weary. Providing worship opportunities and pastoral care during a 
time of pandemic has been very challenging. Yesterday, I heard someone say, “I’ve had to learn more in the past few 
weeks than I’ve ever had to learn before.” How true that is! It has been true for me too. As a result, your pastoral leader 
has had difficulty in taking time off. Normal days off have been consumed by work and planned vacation and sabbaticals 

have been delayed. This adds to the weariness. 
 
I write today to express my concern for your congregational leader as well as for you and your congregation. As we in 

Illinois see an improvement in COVID-19 statistics, especially in our rural areas, you will come  
under enormous pressure to resume “normal” worship sooner than later. I have repeatedly advised that our congrega-
tions follow the guidelines set out by the Illinois Department of Public Health, the ELCA, local county health departments, 
and your insurance carrier. I have also said that we must do what we can to protect the most vulnerable in our congrega-
tions, who are, in many cases, the most likely to want to return to church. Most of our congregations have a majority of 

members who fall into high-risk categories. Please  
listen to the medical experts. I am also concerned that many of the pastoral leaders of our congregations fall into high risk 
categories themselves. I, for example, am over 60, as is my wife, who is also immunocompromised due to a chronic con-
dition. As desperately as I miss it, I am not ready to return to indoor worship. Please take the wellbeing of your pastoral 
leader into account as decisions are made. Some pastoral leaders may even have underlying health concerns that are 

not known to their congregations. 
 
As decisions are made, I also hope that you will take full inclusion into account as well. As Illinois enters Phase Four of 
the Restore Illinois Plan, groups of 50 or less will be permitted. But, high-risk individuals will still be advised to stay at 
home. Members of your own congregation will be excluded from in-person worship. There seems to be a growing move-

ment to wait until we reach Phase Five to resume in-person worship. 
To be clear, I trust that you will give serious consideration to the following: 
•     Adherence to IDPH guidelines for physical distancing and facility disinfecting 

 It has been shown that “normal” worship is an especially effective way of     

      spreading COVID-19. Closed spaces, physical contact and singing are huge problems 

 As the elected leader of your congregation, you have a moral and ethical responsibility to  

      protect the membership 
•     Infection rates in much of this synod are low due to our adherence to the guidelines thus far 

 The effort it takes to reduce the risk of infection is far greater and less appealing than continuing  

      online worship 
• Your pastoral leader is the person who is most at risk when in-person worship resumes because they are           e x -

posed to everyone who participates in worship 
 
It is important for the health of a congregation that the pastoral leader and the president work well together. Please en-
gage in open and honest conversations to develop regathering plans that honor the need to protect the most vulnerable 
among us. I have suggested that each congregation have a re-gathering team to process the huge amount of information 
that needs to be considered. Your pastoral leader needs to have a voice in the decisions that are made. I am confident 

that no one is watching out for the wellbeing of your congregation more than your pastoral leader. 
 
You are in my prayers as you lead your congregation. This is not an easy time. The decisions you make or influence can 

truly be a matter of life and death.  God bless and keep you always. I am ever walking with you,   
          The Rev. Jeffrey Clements 
 

A Letter From Our Bishop to Church Leaders 


