Celebrating 20 years since 9.9.99

Bakersfield Braves Baseball Club
Alumni Spotlight: Justin Kelly

Justin Kelly, a 2011 graduate of Stockdale high school, has one of the
most amazing baseball stories of our alumni. Spoiler alert… He’s heading
to the 2020 Olympics!
Kelly played for the braves club throughout high school and early
college as a left-handed pitcher. After graduating from Stockdale high
school, Kelly attended Bakersfield college where he was a two-year
player under coach Tim Painton. Kelly’s relentless work ethic gave him
the opportunity to further his career, receiving a scholarship to play at
Virginia Tech. After his junior season, he decided he wanted to come back
to the west coast and played for University of California Santa Barbara.
That same year, Kelly made appearances in a Super Regional and College
World Series.
During that very exciting time in Kelly’s life, he was selected in the Major
League Baseball Draft in the 33rd round by the Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim. In the 2016-2017 season Kelly went from rookie ball all the way
to AAA in the Angels organization.
In 2018, Kelly joined the Atlanta Braves organization.
With the Braves, Kelly played in the Florida State league
as well as the Southern League, making it to AA.
After being released from the Braves, Kelly signed with
Acereros de Monclova in the Mexican League winning the
Mexican Championship Series. From there, Kelly was
asked to join the Mexican National Team to play for a
shot in the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. Mexico received an
invitation and Kelly is slated to play there starting July
29th, 2020.

Describe BBBC in 3 words.
My Second Family.
What does BBBC mean to you?
The BBA program has always supported me since I joined in high school.
The program has greatly impacted my on-field abilities but more
importantly, helped me grow off the field. The relationships I made
playing at BBA will last a lifetime.
Favorite place you’ve traveled to for baseball?
Tokyo!
One of your favorite memories of BBBC?
Goofing off with Elijah and Brody on the road trips to away games.

