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Volunteer Spotlight:  
Rebecca Lockhart 
This month we are recognizing 
Rebecca Lockhart as MCCW’s 
volunteer of the month. Rebecca 
stepped up a year ago to lead the 
Central Region. Starting nearly from 
scratch, she built a hardworking team who 
planned an amazing retreat at Conception Abbey 
in March. Her enthusiasm, energy, and attention-
to-detail impressed everyone so much that before 
she even arrived home after the retreat, we 
recruited her to head up logistics for Forum 2020. 

With characteristic energy and enthusiasm, she 
has jumped into that role, attending teleconference 
call after teleconference call to become familiar 
with all aspects of Forum. Her insight and ideas 
have already had an impact on the planning 
process. And the Forum team is all eagerly 
awaiting the debut of the Forum Production 
Schedule that will keep everyone on track and 
organized before, during, and after the event. 

When you arrive at Forum in April, you may 
not see obvious evidence of Rebecca’s work, but 
without knowing it, you will see her organized, 
dedicated fingerprints on everything you do that 
weekend! Thanks, Rebecca!
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From the 
President
Dear Sisters in Christ,

Seventeen short 
months ago, we 

said goodbye in San 
Diego at the conclusion 

of an amazing four-day, 
ocean-front Forum. No sooner had we all 
unpacked our suitcases than planning for 
Forum 2020 began. 

What started as some ideas and dreams 
in an initial brainstorming session has 
grown into the exciting event we 
are opening for registration this 
month! 

And we are so excited to 
share this Forum with you!

From the beautiful theme 
of Fiat, based on Luke 1:38, 
to the amazing keynote and 
guest speakers who will stir 
your hearts with their words; 
from the front-row-seat venue for 
San Antonio’s Fiesta to the historic 
churches where we will worship, we are 
confident this will be a weekend you won’t 
soon forget. 

Forum is truly an event for everyone and I 
want to encourage YOU to join us in San 
Antonio. As I have shared at each of the 
retreats I’ve attended in the past year, I 
know how hard it is to take time away from 
your family, your home, your work and 
responsibilities. 

But I also know -- because I experience it 
at every MCCW event I attend -- this time 
you take for your relationship with Christ 
is worth it! It is time for you to grow in 
faith and deepen your love for our Savior. 
It is time for you to reflect and pray and 
fellowship away from the distractions of 
daily life. (It is also time for you to attend 
mass without also feeling like you are 
engaged in a WWF-style wrestling match 
with your littles -- worth the price of 
admission on its own!)

As an added bonus to all the gifts you will 
receive by attending, you will also be taking 

back valuable tools, lessons, and 
activities you can put to use in 

your chapel community -- each 
attendee will go home with a 
Faith Formation toolkit based 
on the Forum schedule!

I want for each of you 
to have all of those 

opportunities with us in 
April. So, take the time to 

pray about attending. Have that 
conversation with your husband 

about making it a priority, with your 
in-laws about coming out to help with the 
kids, and with your chapel about potential 
opportunities to subsidize your attendance. 
Heck, put it on your Christmas list if that 
helps make it a reality!

The MCCW team and I will be praying for 
you and looking forward to welcoming you 
to San Antonio next year!

Yours in Christ, 
Kim 
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Our Promised Priests  
By: Denise Hummel 
MCCW Director at Large:Seminarian Support 

Our AMS Co-Sponsored Seminarians have 
been called to serve both God and country 
-- “a vocation within a vocation.”  Their 
individual and personal vocation stories 
are wonderful examples of ways we get to 
see God’s love and mercy shared with His 
faithful.  

As our calendars are marked for Forum 
2020, know, too, that Seminarian David 
Chacko has been invited to share his 
experiences with all of us during our time 
together in San Antonio.  Last January, I 
had the privilege of meeting David and he 
looks forward to meeting all of you next 
April.

Additionally, during our time together, 
we will have our annual Promised Priest 
Silent Auction.  Each region will be invited 
to create thematic baskets, from their own 
region, to have featured at our silent auction.   
The monies raised will benefit our Military 
Council of Catholic Women Endowed Co-
Sponsored Seminarian Scholarship.  This 
newly endowed scholarship continues 
the tradition of financially supporting 
our perpetual charity--AMS co-sponsored 
seminarians.   

Denise Hummel, MCCW Board of Directors, with David 
Chacko, AMS Co-Sponsored Seminarian at St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church, San Antonio, Texas.

In the meantime, as many of our Catholic 
women’s ministry groups are beginning their 
new year, MCCW invites you to adopt one 
of the many AMS co-sponsored seminarians.  
Please complete this new Google form so 
our records may be updated. If you were 
currently adopting last year, you may note 
that on the form as well.  Click here to 
complete the Google form.

Thank you for the continued prayers for 
our promised priests.  We look forward 
to sharing more details over the coming 
months for our silent auction at Forum. 
Please begin to create a vision for your 
region’s thematic basket and be prepared to 
showcase your region at Forum 2020.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehnG-tiNuJEBolV1RQKZ5AxFpTPOY5pgTM4bfGshIe23NG8w/viewform
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So, now you that you are excited about 
coming to Forum 2020, let’s figure out 
how to get you there!

Asking for Chapel Support

• Ask often and early: If you are hoping 
for financial support from your 
chapel, remember to approach your 
chaplain, chapel funds manager, or 
other chapel staff early to share your 
request and how they can support you 
and other women from your chapel. 
And don’t be afraid to ask more 
than once if you haven’t received an 
answer. 

• Ask for a Designated Offering: If 
your chapel isn’t able to support 
attendance at Forum directly, ask if 
your chapel would be able to take a 
designated offering for the purpose of 
sending women to Forum. This can 
be a great way to get the whole chapel 
community involved. 

• Offer to bring back and share the 
resources you receive: Each attendee 
at Forum will receive a faith 
formation toolkit with great resources 
you can share with your chapel and 
the various ministries in your chapel 

community. Past chapel-funded 
Forum attendees have even agreed to 
write mini-reports for their chapel 
sharing what they learned and did 
during the event to facilitate sharing 
their newfound knowledge. 

Paying Your Own Way

• Plan a Road Trip: Close enough for 
a road trip? Even if it is a long drive, 
consider making an adventure of it. 
Gather your girlfriends, car snacks, 
and your best road trip playlist, and 
hit the road!

• Bunk Up: Most of the rooms in the 
room block have two double beds, but 
the hotel allows up to four occupants 
in a room. Make like summer camp 
and share your room to stretch your 
budget dollars. 

• Put it on your Christmas list: This 
may sound silly, but it’s all about 
priorities! What do you want to find 
wrapped up under your Christmas tree 
this year (or get for your birthday)? 
If it is Forum tickets, then that helps 
you set it as a priority. 

continued on next page
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Helping Other Gets to Forum 2020

• Adventures in Babysitting: Not your 
year to go to Forum? Offer to help a 
friend with her kids so she can attend 
-- it doesn’t have to be the whole time, 
but maybe you can lighten the load 
for dad by taking the kids to school or 
carpooling to activities. 

• Create a Scholarship: Maybe your 
CWOC doesn’t have enough to send 
everyone to Forum, but consider 
pooling dollars to help current or 
future leaders attend this event to help 
them grow!

• Be a Cheerleader: It can be a big leap 
to spend a weekend away from your 
family, especially for young moms. 
Encourage the younger women in 
your chapel to take that leap and 
attend Forum. Your prayers and 
encouragement may be just what  
they need.

CWOC and Regional Updates 

Fort Bliss kicked off their 
year in style.  Their first 
meeting prepared the group 
to tackle three book studies 
this semester centered 
around the theme “Blessed 
is she who believed.”

Before summer 
started, Fort Bliss ended 
last year with a game of 
Catholic Jeopardy.  If 
you’re looking for a fun 
way to kick-off the new 
year in your location, 
information on this 

event can be found on the CWOC President’s 
page.

Fort Meade CWOC 
shared pics of their 
outreach as they ramp 
up for their fall kick-off.

Two Archdiocese for 
Military Services 
(AMS) Marriage Enrichment 
retreats have been scheduled for 2019.  
The first will be in San Angelo, Texas from 
27-29 September. The second will be in 
Assisi, Italy from 6-8 December.  Visit the 
AMS Catholic Marriage Enrichment Retreat 
page for more details and to register.

Local CWOC groups continue to hold 
outreach events and kickoff their fall 
calendar of events.  We would love to feature 
photos of your activities and groups!  Please 
email pics and info to comms@mccw.org.

http://AMS Catholic Marriage Enrichment Retreat page
http://AMS Catholic Marriage Enrichment Retreat page
http://comms@mccw.org
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Click here to register for the 
European Regional Retreat! 

http://mccw.org/2019/07/european-regional-retreat-2019/
http://mccw.org/2019/07/european-regional-retreat-2019/
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Aloha from beautiful Hawaii!
The MCCW board and the Forum planning 
team have been prayerfully planning Forum 
2020 and are so excited to share our plans 
with you in this special issue of The Well!  

Our mission has been to create an 
experience that will connect you to the 
resources that MCCW offers; to unite you 
with new friends while reuniting you with 
friends from the past; and to inspire you to 
fully live your Catholic faith no matter your 
duty location or place within your personal 
faith journey.  

We look forward to leaving behind the 
distractions of our everyday lives, if only for 
a short time, to renew our FIAT to Christ’s 

Church.  While we 
modeled the theme 

of this year’s 
event on 

Mary’s 
Fiat to 
the Angel 
Gabriel in 

Luke 1:38, the church is filled with countless 
examples of saints who repeatedly said “yes” 
to the Lord, apostles who were martyred 
for their faith, and the inspirational causes 
for the canonization of everyday military 
servants of the Lord in Chaplain Emil 
Kapaun and Chaplain Vincent Capodanno. 

Our FIAT to Christ is not a “one and 
done.”  It is a choice we make each day, 
sometimes each hour, to live our lives as 
Catholic women in this world but not of this 
world.  I sincerely hope that this time with 
your fellow Sisters in Christ, our keynote 
speakers, and with our beloved AMS priests 
and seminarians will leave you refreshed and 
eager to continue serving in your vocation 
as wives, mothers and/or service members, 
and as members of your chapel groups 
worldwide. 

Read on for highlights about the Forum 
location, schedule, registration, and more. 

See you in San Antonio!
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Location Highlights

Forum 2020 will be held at the beautiful 
Marriott Riverwalk in San Antonio, Texas, 
a city rich in military and Catholic history. 
Located at 889 E. Market St., the hotel is 
steps from the famed Riverwalk, where 
attendees will have opportunities for dining 
and shopping. During the weekend, we 
will worship in two historic churches in 
downtown San Antonio — St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church and St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. We will also have a front-row 
seat for San Antonio’s biggest annual 
celebration, Fiesta.

Schedule Highlights*

Here’s a sneak peek at what we have in store 
for you at Forum 2020:

Thursday, April 23

• Forum check-in and registration from noon 
until 4:30 p.m.

• Hotel check-in available beginning at 4 
p.m.

• Opening Mass at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church 

• Light refreshments and Opening Ceremony 
with a keynote address

• Dinner on your own at San Antonio’s 
Riverwalk 

Friday, April 24

• Daily Mass at St. Joseph’s

• Special guest speaker: AMS co-sponsored 
seminarian

• Two exciting keynote addresses 

• Regional breakout sessions

• MCCW signature program: Illuminated 
Rosary

• Dinner on your own at San Antonio’s 
Riverwalk 
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Saturday, April 25

• MCCW Worldwide Board Discernment

• Keynote address 

• Regional breakout sessions 

• Mini-pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church

• Closing banquet and awards

Sunday, April 26

• Closing Mass at St. Mary’s 

• Installation of new MCCW board 
members

• Forum will close at 10 a.m. 

We don’t want you to miss even one minute 
of the fun, formation, and fellowship. For 
departing air travel we recommend not 
booking flights before 1 p.m. on Sunday.

*Schedule subject to minor changes

Meals  

Here’s the scoop on meals during Forum:

Breakfasts: With the exception of Sunday 
morning, all breakfast times are on your 
own.  We know some love a good hearty 
breakfast, while some just prefer a cup of 
coffee to get the day going.  Breakfast times 
are meant for you to do what works best for 
you and there are several dining options in 
and around the hotel that will accommodate 
all breakfast tastes. On Sunday morning, 
we will have a hearty sack breakfast option, 
complete with hot breakfast sandwiches. 

Lunches: All lunchtimes are also on your 
own. To allow you time to enjoy all that the 
Riverwalk has to offer and not feel rushed by 
Fiesta visitors, we have allotted extra time for 
lunch each day. Upon checking-in at Forum, 
you will receive a list of dining options in the 
vicinity that range from sit-down restaurants 
to quick self-service/fast food locations. The 
delicious hotel restaurant offers you one more 
convenient option. 

Snacks and Coffee Breaks: On the opening 
night of Forum, light refreshments will be 
served prior to our first keynote address.  
During the course of the weekend, coffee and 
tea breaks will also be provided. 

Dinners: Thursday and Friday night dinners 
will be a great opportunity for you to explore 
the many dining options available on the 
Riverwalk and in downtown San Antonio. 
Because it is Fiesta time, we encourage you 
to gather up your friends and make advance 
dining reservations. We will also have 
opportunities to sign up for group meals 
(pay-as-you-go) pre-reserved by MCCW. 
On Saturday night, we will provide our 
traditional three-course banquet 
dinner on our 
final night 
together.  
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Registration

The two-step Forum registration process will 
open September 16. To begin registration, 

visit www.
mccw.org/
forum2020 
and follow 
the links to 
EventBrite. 
You will use 
EventBrite 
to purchase 
your Forum 
tickets. 
Be sure 
to know if 
you will be 
paying or if 
your chapel 
will be 
subsidizing 

your Forum attendance before you begin 
registration and be careful to read all the 
online information for further instructions. 

Hotel reservations for Forum are separate 
from the purchase of your Forum tickets.  
All attendees must make their reservations 
directly with the San Antonio Marriott 
Riverwalk.  

Reservations can be made by phone under 
the room block “MCCW Forum.” An 
even easier way to reserve your room for 
Forum is to visit https://book.passkey.com/go/
MCCW2020 to be taken directly to our event 
page on the hotel’s website.  

The room block includes rooms with 
double beds. The room rate for all 
room types is $179.00 per night plus all 
applicable room fees and taxes. This rate is 
available for three nights before and after 
Forum. The cutoff for booking under the 
room block is April 1, 2020. 

Internet Access 

The Marriott Riverwalk has 
complimentary internet available to  
Marriott Bonvoy members. Bonvoy is a 
free rewards program, so don’t forget to 
sign up and bring your number to Forum.

The MCCW board looks forward to 
welcoming all of you to San Antonio in 
April 2020.

http://www.mccw.org/forum2020
http://www.mccw.org/forum2020
http://www.mccw.org/forum2020
https://book.passkey.com/go/MCCW2020
https://book.passkey.com/go/MCCW2020
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I am trying to “live the dream” now. I’m 
determined, to paraphrase St. Catherine of 
Siena, to be who God meant me to be so 
I can set the world on fire. I’m becoming 
this person as I shuttle my middle 
schooler to football practice, write papers 
for grad school, order religious education 
curriculum, and put writing articles for The 
Well on the back burner while I hose out 
nasty potty seats (true story!). 

In my downtime, I love to unwind with 
spiritual memoirs, encouraging tales of the 
soldiers of the church militant, striving to 
live lives of integrity and purpose amidst the 
temptations and frustrations of the world. 

Jennifer Fulwiler, one 
of our speakers for 
Forum 2020, describes 
the struggle for holiness 
and wholeness in her 
memoir One Beautiful 
Dream. Jennifer’s book 
posits, “Is it possible to 
pursue your passions, 
love your family, and 

not feel guilty about wanting to do both?” 
Spoiler alert: Jennifer is discovering that 
the answer is, “yes,” but the journey is 
circuitous and not what she would have 
planned, but it is gloriously grace-filled.

I became acquainted with Jennifer through 
her honest and humorous blog which 
chronicles her life as a mom of six, writer, 
and comedian. I also read her first book, 
Something Other Than God, which is no light-
hearted spiritual romp, but a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned account of her atheist to 
Catholic conversion. This fall, I plan to 
delve into One Beautiful Dream and ponder 
how my own beautiful, messy dream aligns 
with God’s joyous plans for me. 

As the new school year 
begins, I’m also excited 
to read Forum speaker 
Katie Prejean’s memoir 
about her experience 
as a new teacher at her 
Catholic alma mater, 
Room 24: Adventures of a 
New Evangelist. Like anyone 
armed with a degree, 

good intentions, and a plan, Katie enters 
the classroom determined to increase her 
students’ understanding of God. Of course, 
it’s not that easy! 

I’m interested to read how Katie’s career 
developed into a ministry as her successes 
and failures led her to “evangelize young 
people by building relationships in joyful, 
humble, and prayerful ways.” 

continued on next page  
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MCCW Board of Directors
Kim Miller 
President  
president@mccw.org

Aly Tugaoen 
Director of Forum 
forum@mccw.org

Elizabeth Tomlin 
Director of Financial Stewardship 
finance@mccw.org

Bevin Landrum 
Director of Communications 
communications@mccw.org

Joan LaPore 
Director of Regional Coordinators 
directorrc@mccw.org

Eleanore Gentilini 
Director at Large 
directoratlarge2@mccw.org 
 
Denise Hummel 
Director at Large & AMS Liasion 
amsliasion@mccw.org

Bernadette Kovalsick 
Director at Large 
directoratlarge1@mccw.org

Nancy Belmont 
Director of Faith Formation 
faithformation@mccw.org 

We must always realize that, despite our 
best efforts, it’s the Holy Spirit that does 
the convincing and converting. Most 
importantly, we must avail ourselves of 
the Spirit so He can work through us. 
When we cooperate with Him, He can 
transform us, our work, and those around 
us most fully.

Katie also wrote books for teens, 
including Follow: Your Lifelong Adventure with 
Jesus, a practical guide for teens to grow in 
their relationship with Our Savior, and 
the devotional Lent: One Day at a Time for 
Catholic Teens.

Fall Books continued. 
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