October 4, 2020
Twenty-seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 5:1–7 | Phil 4:6–9
Mt 21:33–43

[Jesus said,] “The kingdom
of God will be taken away
from you and given
to a people that will
produce its fruit.”
MATTHEW 21:43

MARKUS SPISKE FROM / PEXELS

Caring for
God’s Vineyard

T

oday’s readings are troubling texts. This is
not because of what they say, but because of how
they have been interpreted through the ages. In the
first reading, despite everything the owner has done,
the vineyard identified as Israel/Judah has brought
forth wild grapes. In the Gospel the issue is with the
trustworthiness of those who work and care for the
vineyard. It is clear that Jesus is criticizing the leaders
of his day with a failure of leadership. For this reason,
leadership will be taken from them and given to
others.
Both of these readings have been interpreted
as condemnation of the Jewish people. This has
sometimes resulted in anti-Semitism. We must
remember that both readings reflect internal
problems—something that all religious bodies
experience. Despite their failure, the people of Judah

were still called God’s “cherished plant” (Isaiah 5:7). In
the Gospel, leadership was taken from some Jews and
given to other Jews—not to outsiders. One religious
tradition didn’t replace another.
We experience similar struggles in today’s Church.
As the vineyard of God, what kind of fruit do we
produce? After all God has done for us, how do we
respond? How faithful are we in caring for God’s
vineyard? This is a difficult time with respect to
religious leadership, but how supportive are we of
genuine local Church leadership? You and I have been
entrusted with the growth and health of the Church.
How good have we been at caring for that vineyard?
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

W We are the Church. How do we handle some of its
internal problems?
W We pray for the leaders of the Church at every
liturgy. Make those prayers your own.
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Calendar
Monday

OCTOBER 5
Weekday

Aren’t we discriminating against other Christians
when we don’t celebrate the Eucharist with them?

Gal 1:6–12
Lk 10:25–37

SHUTTERSTOCK

Y

ou have to keep the Church’s intentions in mind: Are we excluding to
make people feel left out, or are we excluding to uphold the dignity and
sanctity of the Eucharist?
Everyone is welcome to celebrate the Eucharist—there’s only one part they
can’t participate in. That might sound like a cop-out, but Catholics believe
that the Eucharist is the actual Body and Blood of Christ. For it to be true
Communion, everyone who receives it must believe the same thing about it.
In its Guidelines for the
Reception of Communion,
the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops says, “Because
Catholics believe that
the celebration of the
Eucharist is a sign
of the reality of the
oneness of faith, life,
and worship, members
of those churches with
whom we are not yet fully
united are ordinarily
not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in exceptional
circumstances by other Christians requires permission” as outlined in canon
law. “All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express
in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one
another” (GRC).
—Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Tuesday

OCTOBER 6
Weekday

Gal 1:13–24
Lk 10:38–42

Wednesday

OCTOBER 7
Our Lady of the Rosary

Gal 2:1–2, 7–14
Lk 11:1–4

Thursday

OCTOBER 8
Weekday

Gal 3:1–5
Lk 11:5–13

Friday

OCTOBER 9
Weekday

Gal 3:7–14
Lk 11:15–26

Saturday

OCTOBER 10
Weekday

Gal 3:22–29
Lk 11:27–28

Sunday

OCTOBER 11
Twenty-eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Many members of our communities yearn to receive the
Eucharist at one table, as the concrete expression of full
unity. We experience the pain of those who share their
whole lives, but cannot share God’s redeeming presence at
the Eucharistic table….We long for this wound in the Body
of Christ to be healed.

—JOINT STATEMENT, CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN
COMMEMORATION OF THE REFORMATION, OCTOBER 31, 2016
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Is 25:6–10a
Phil 4:12–14,
19–20
Mt 22:1–14
or 22:1–10

October 11, 2020
Twenty-eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 25:6–10a | Phil 4:12–14, 19–20
Mt 22:1–14 or 22:1–10

Our Invitation
from the King

W

hen people think of heaven, they often
imagine a place up in the sky. Episodes
of Star Trek should challenge that notion. The
Bible usually speaks of heaven as an experience.
According to our first reading, it is like a banquet,
“a feast of rich food and choice wines” (Isaiah
25:6). Such a meal is an extraordinary event for
hardworking people who seldom get to enjoy such
luxury. According to today’s Gospel account, the
kingdom of heaven is like a wedding banquet, a
feast of “calves and
FOR
fattened cattle”
(Matthew 22:4), a
W So often our
celebration of love and
invitation to the
new life.
heavenly banquet is
Some people
shrouded. What keeps
might prefer an
you from recognizing
image that thrills
this invitation?
the ear rather than
the palette, like a Handel concerto or a Beethoven
symphony. Whatever image is favored, heaven
is an incomparable phenomenon that cannot be
described. It is an experience that will thrill us to
the core of our being.
To be invited to such an astounding experience
might well be the event of a lifetime. This is, after
all, an invitation from the king. Who would possibly
turn it down? And yet, some do. As the Gospel
recounts, some are too busy with work. Others
would rather watch “the game.” Still others who
might accept the invitation minimize it by refusing
to dress appropriately. How can people be so foolish?
Yet, you and I often are.
God’s invitation to the heavenly feast simply asks
that we realize the magnitude of the honor extended
to us, that we accept it graciously, and that we enjoy
the experience.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Reflection
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MATTHEW 22:10

LEFTERIS KALLERGIS

[Jesus said,] “The servants went out into
the streets and gathered all they found,
bad and good alike.”

Calendar
Monday

OCTOBER 12
Weekday

What is the Catholic Church’s position on grace
versus works?

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Tuesday

OCTOBER 13
Weekday

Gal 5:1–6
Lk 11:37–41

Wednesday

OCTOBER 14
Weekday

Gal 5:18–25
Lk 11:42–46

Thursday

SHUTTERSTOCK

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you;
it is the gift of God; it is not from works” (Ephesians 2:8–9). The Catechism
of the Catholic Church attests that we have merit in God’s sight only because
“God has freely chosen to associate man with the work of his grace” (CCC
2008). After God acted first on his own initiative, it then follows that we’re
free to act through his
collaboration, “so that
the merit of good works
is to be attributed in
the first place to the
grace of God, then
to the faithful” (CCC
2008). In other words,
it’s only through God’s
empowering Spirit in
each of us that makes our good works for salvation pleasing to the Lord!
Moreover, Catholics believe these good works “contribute to growth
in grace, so that the righteousness that comes from God is preserved and
communion with Christ is deepened. When Catholics affirm the ‘meritorious’
character of good works, they wish to say that…a reward in heaven is
promised to these works. Their intention is to emphasize the responsibility
of persons for their actions, not to contest the character of those works as
gifts, or far less to deny that justification always remains the unmerited gift
of grace” (Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, Lutheran World
Federation and the Catholic Church, 38).
Christian prayer provides us with the grace that’s needed for meritorious
actions (CCC 2010).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Gal 4:22–24, 26–27,
31—5:1
Lk 11:29–32

OCTOBER 15
St. Teresa of Jesus,
Virgin and Doctor of
the Church

Eph 1:1–10
Lk 11:47–54

Friday

OCTOBER 16
Weekday

Eph 1:11–14
Lk 12:1–7

Saturday

OCTOBER 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch,
Bishop and Martyr

Eph 1:15–23
Lk 12:8–12

Sunday

OCTOBER 18
Twenty-ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Do good works, don’t just say words that are gone with the
wind….Through the good works that we carry out with love
and joy towards others, our faith emerges and bears fruit.
Let us ask ourselves…Is our faith fruitful? Does our faith
produce good works? Or is it sterile instead, and therefore
more dead than alive?
—ANGELUS, JULY 10, 2016
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Is 45:1, 4–6
1 Thes 1:1–5b
Mt 22:15–21

October 18, 2020
Twenty-ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 45:1, 4–6 | 1 Thes 1:1–5b
Mt 22:15–21

Our Civic Duty

B

y coincidence, these readings appear
during election time. They might not tell
us how to vote, but they do throw some light on
the notion of civic duty. Cyrus in the first reading
was the Persian king whose foreign policy allowed
conquered and displaced people to return to their
homelands, even though they would still be under
Persian control. In the Isaian passage, this foreign
king is called the Lord’s anointed and is blessed
by God despite the fact that he is unaware of it.
This suggests that even those who do not know or
worship the God of Israel can be competent civic
leaders as long as they work for the benefit of their
citizenry.
The Gospel story is a bit more complex. Jewish
law banned making a graven image of a person, as
was found on Roman coins. This means that those
trying to trap Jesus exposed their own violation
of the law by possessing such a coin. Jesus did
not condemn the Romans for casting such coins.
Rather, he says that political leaders deserve our
civic allegiance. How the Jews were to accomplish
this without using forbidden Roman coins isn’t
explained. But then, how civic-minded people are
to uphold complicated political and social values
today is hard to explain as well. This is one of the
challenges of belonging to a pluralist society. No
political ticket perfectly mirrors all of the gospel
values. Our civic duty is to decide which values we
should advance.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

FOR

[Jesus said,]
“Then repay
to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar
and to God what
belongs to God.”
MATTHEW 22:21

Reflection

W How informed are you about the values of the
candidates you support?
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ELEMENT5 DIGITAL / PEXELS

W How seriously do you take your civic duty?

Calendar
As a recovering heroin addict, do I need to go
to reconciliation to confess my addiction?
Addiction is a disease, not a sin. Right?

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ, LONG ISLAND CATHOLIC

R

ight, but addiction and actually using drugs are two different things.
As you know, recovering addicts who don’t use drugs are still addicts, and
that in itself isn’t a sin. But it’s against the law to use heroin in the United
States, so even if you never committed a secondary crime to get it, getting it
was a crime.
More important, though,
the body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, and it’s a sin to
abuse ourselves in any way.
Even if it weren’t against
the law, your use of heroin
is certainly an abuse of your
body.
The sacrament of
reconciliation is more than
just receiving absolution for
sins. It also helps us look
more deeply at our lives. Before you go, examine your conscience: Ask yourself
how your addiction has affected your body, your life, your relationship with
God, and the welfare of others.
If you bring honest answers to those questions as well as an open heart and
an open mind, your conversation with your priest at reconciliation will help
you heal your relationship with God and others. You will also receive the grace
to improve your life and do things like overcome addiction so you can be a
better person.
—Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Every drug addict has a unique personal story and must
be listened to, understood, loved, and, insofar as possible,
healed and purified. We cannot stoop to the injustice of
categorizing drug addicts as if they were mere objects
or broken machines; each person must be valued and
appreciated in his or her dignity.

Monday

OCTOBER 19

Sts. John de
Brébeuf and Isaac
Jogues, Priests, and
Companions, Martyrs
Eph 2:1–10
Lk 12:13–21

Tuesday

OCTOBER 20

Weekday
Eph 2:12–22
Lk 12:35–38

Wednesday

OCTOBER 21

Weekday
Eph 3:2–12
Lk 12:39–48

Thursday

OCTOBER 22

Weekday
Eph 3:14–21
Lk 12:49–53

Friday

OCTOBER 23

Weekday
Eph 4:1–6
Lk 12:54–59

Saturday

OCTOBER 24

Weekday
Eph 4:7–16
Lk 13:1–9

Sunday

OCTOBER 25

Thirtieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Ex 22:20–26
1 Thes 1:5c–10
Mt 22:34–40

—ADDRESS TO PONTIFICAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES,
NOVEMBER 24, 2016
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October 25, 2020
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ex 22:20–26
1 Thes 1:5c–10
Mt 22:34–40

God’s Lessons of Love

T

he readings today are all about love. The first
reading tells us who we should love; the Gospel
tells us how we should love. We know that it is not
difficult to love those who love us, who are kind
and generous to us, who make us feel that we are
important. The reading from Exodus moves us in a
different direction. We are to love the alien, the widow,
the orphan, and the poor neighbor. In a patriarchal
society, such as was ancient Israel, aliens, widows, and
orphans were the ultimate outsiders. They had no male
relative through whom they would benefit from the
kinship structure. While the neighbor might be of the
same tribe or clan, it is the poor neighbor who was to
be loved, the one who might be a drag on one’s life and
resources.
In other words, we are to love the ones who cannot

promise to make our lives more comfortable or
enjoyable. In fact, the point of loving them is to make
their lives more comfortable and enjoyable.
How are we to love them? The Gospel reading offers
two different answers that are really very much alike.
We are to love God totally, with all our heart, all our
soul, all our mind. We are to love others as we love
ourselves, with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind.
More practically, we must do for others what we would
do for ourselves, for to love them is to love God.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

W Who are the outsiders or people living on the
margins of your society?
W What might you do to make their lives more
comfortable or enjoyable?
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PEXELS

[The Lord said,] “You shall not oppress or afflict a resident alien,
for you were once aliens residing in the land of Egypt.” — EXODUS 22:20

Calendar
Monday

OCTOBER 26
Weekday
Eph 4:32—5:8
Lk 13:10–17

When I was young, we always prayed for “the poor
souls in purgatory.” Is this because some go to hell
and some go to heaven?

O

Tuesday

OCTOBER 27
Weekday
Eph 5:21–33
Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday

OCTOBER 28
Sts. Simon and Jude,
Apostles
Eph 2:19–22
Lk 6:12–16

Thursday
OCTOBER 29
Weekday
Eph 6:10–20
Lk 13:31–35
SHUTTERSTOCK

n the feast of All Souls’ Day, we remember all of our faithful
departed. Most of them are already with God in heaven. But some of
them might still need some purification. Those needing purification from
the temporal punishment
still due to their sins are in
purgatory. These people aren’t
damned. They are the elect
and are friends of God. They
are already saved, assured of
salvation. There is no going
to hell from purgatory. There
is only upward movement to
heaven.
There has always been an
ancient tradition in the Church
that there exists a strong bond
between the faithful who die
and those of us who are still
alive. The Church especially
emphasizes the mutual help that Christians on earth and in purgatory give
to one another by their prayers. It is the belief of the Church that our prayers
lessen the amount of time a person could spend in purgatory. Our prayers
speed their journey into the fullness of God’s love.
On this upcoming All Saints’ Day (November 1) and All Souls’ Day
(November 2), we are invited to unite with all the faithful Christians, living
and dead. These feast days are our opportunities to pray for and with them and
to receive the benefits of their prayers for us in return.
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

All of us, living and dead, are in communion, that is, as a
union; united in the community of those who have received
baptism, and of those who are nourished by the Body of
Christ....We are all the same family, united. For this reason,
we pray for each other.
—GENERAL AUDIENCE, NOVEMBER 30, 2016
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Friday
OCTOBER 30
Weekday
Phil 1:1–11
Lk 14:1–6
Saturday
OCTOBER 31
Weekday
Phil 1:18b–26
Lk 14:1, 7–11
Sunday
NOVEMBER 1
All Saints
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a
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Greeters

Greeters
Lector

Susan Millard

Lector

Valerie Knight

Eucharistic
Ministers

Susan Millard

Eucharistic
Ministers

Marilyn Kallal

Altar Servers

Altar Servers

Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

10/03
10/04
10/05
10/06
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/10
10/11

5:30 pm
9:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
5:30 pm
9:00 am

Erv Behme V
Bob Reiher V
William Hladik V
No Communion Service
No Communion Service
Lillian Plute V
No Communion Service
John Toigo V
Dorothy Schaefer V
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