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Sermon Outline: Mixing Metaphors 
 

Text: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Key Phrase: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like…” 
 
Introduction 

● I’ve decided that in order to be a pastor you needed to be the captain of the Analogy 
Team in high school. It’s not a real team, it’s an analogy for saying pastors are good at 
making analogies. 

● Because that’s basically all we do, we take something from the Bible, and then we take 
something from real life, and show how on the outside they are different but inside they 
have the same DNA. Or the opposite, sometimes things look the same on the outside, but 
the inner motivation is different. 

● Sometimes I’ll come up with a really good analogy or metaphor to illustrate my point in a 
sermon. And I’ll bring it to Amy. And she’ll just burst my bubble. She’ll take it, bring 
any analogy to its logical conclusion, point out why I shouldn’t use it, and throw it in the 
dirt. Man do I love her, because she’s usually right! 

● But every once in a while, I find a really good one. One that works all the way through, 
and as soon as I see it in Scripture and in the world, I can’t stop seeing it. 

 
Hoarders 

● One show Amy and I dived into during this pandemic is hoarders. Have any of you 
watched hoarders? Oh man, you are lucky because now you can go watch it. 

● This show is CRAZY. If you aren’t aware of what hoarding is, it’s a mental disorder 
where people literally can’t let stuff go. Hoarders will have homes filled with clothes, 
garbage, junk, rats, feces, urine, cockroaches, and basically any horrible thing you can 
imagine. And they live in it everyday. 

● So this show hires a crew of cleaners, an expert in hoarding, and a psychologist that 
specializes in hoarding go to a person’s house and spend 3 days helping them clean out 
their homes. 

○ But these people are experts, they understand that the issues around hoarding are 
never about the stuff, there’s always some deeper trauma at play that causes these 
people to hold onto things.  

○ 9 times out of 10, that trauma is traced back to their childhood. Or their parents. 
Or the death of a loved one. 

● I bet I could ask anyone here something bad that happened to them as a child, or a 
teenager, or as a young adult; and we could trace decisions and actions through your life 
that have had a tremendous impact on how you live today. It’s like when you cut down a 



 
 

Pastor David Hodd 

tree and see the rings, if something happened to that tree at a certain time in its life, the 
rings reflect that, and every ring that circles that one carries that same scar.-- 

● So this crew of people shows up, their family shows up and sees the hoard, and they 
confront the emotions that caused the hoarding, they face their demons, they rip off the 
bandages and really get in there and clean the wound. 

● And they have this process that is truly fascinating to watch. They take everything out of 
the house and organize it. And the hoarder gets to choose everything that gets thrown 
away. And so they are going through the trash trying to keep everything, and rationalize 
why they need to save old soda bottles and newspaper soiled with years of animal waste, 
and then they’ll see something that triggers the trauma that started their hoarding in the 
first place. And when they face their trauma head on, in a space where they can’t 
rationalize it away or bury it under trash, they are finally forced to deal with it. 

● Sometimes these stories of hoarding are triumphant victories, where the hoarder really 
sees the condition they live in. They see the danger, the trauma, the physical 
manifestation of a deeper pain; and they begin to heal. And after the show leaves they go 
to therapy. They get help. And their house stays clean. 

● Other times the crew will be working, and they’ll discover how bad the home actually is. 
Rotted ceilings, destroyed flooring, black mold in every inch of the home. And the house 
is condemned, and the person can’t live there any more. The rot is too deep, and too far 
gone. The only option is to demolish and rebuild. Or the person refuses the help, they 
would rather remain in the filth and the hoard than face the traumas of their past. Those 
stories are much less triumphant. 

 
The Text 

● But what does all of this have to do with Jesus and Matthew’s gospel? 
● This is what Jesus does all the time. We see him comparing things to other things over 

and over again. 
● And in this morning’s section, Jesus is standing in a boat off the shore talking to poor 

farmers and fisherpeople and saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that is 
hidden, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching, the kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast in dough, a net, a seed..” 

● Jesus is using examples from everyday life to show how God is moving and working the 
world. Constantly drawing people in and inviting them into a life of faith. 

● One thing that really draws me in this section of Scripture is how Jesus is saying people 
need to be smart about what is good and what has value. “When the net was full, they 
pulled it to the shore, where they sat down and put the good fish together into containers. 
But the bad fish they threw away.” And then he asked them, “Do you get it? Do you 
understand?” 
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● Some things in our lives  have value, and some things don’t. Some things bring about 
goodness and righteousness, some things don’t. But there’s a point where it all gets 
mixed up, dragged out, and sorted. And Jesus is calling us to be wise, to be able to 
discern what has value and what does not. Because often times, the weeds grow with the 
wheat, the good and bad are intertwined in ways that they are inseparable until you drag 
it out of a lake or pull it out of a hoarded house. 

 
Application 

● Maybe you’ve experienced this. Maybe you’ve found the best pair of jeans. They fit 
perfect! You go to buy 3 more pairs because when you put them on, they make your day. 
Then you discover that the company who produces them uses exploits the labor of 
children. 

● Maybe you’ve been in an amazing relationship with someone, and they were great, until 
they’ve had a few too many to drink. 

● Jesus sees this in his day, the Temple was meant to be a place for people to come and 
experience Yahweh. But instead it was turned into a way to exploit the poor for financial 
gain. 

● We see this today in almost every industry; for all the good the church has done, there are 
predators who have used it to abuse others. For all the good that charities have done, 
there are thieves who have stolen money. For all the good that the good that police have 
done, there are those who overstep their power and let prejudice take innocent lives. For 
all the good I have done in my own life; the mission trips, the people I’ve served, the 
children, teenagers, and adults that I’ve helped through difficult times. There are 
moments where I hurt others, there are moments where I’ve lied and cheated. 

● The image of the hoarded house feels perfect for this specific moment in time. We are 
bombarded with a pandemic, uprisings for racial justice, reports on climate change, over 
20 million people losing their jobs, and a political season that almost feels like it is life or 
death. We are in the middle of a health crisis, an economic crisis, and an ever-growing 
mental health crisis. 

● Friends, the rooms of the house we live in are being dragged out onto the lawn. The junk 
is being sorted. Christ has called us to be wise, to look and see what has value, and what 
doesn’t. And by the time we sort through everything, some things like police departments 
entrenched in racism, might be too far gone to repair, and need to be dismantled and 
rebuilt. The economy we lives in may need to be repaired to help the least among us, the 
poor people who are in bondage to a system built to exploit them. In our own lives we 
have to decide what has value as we navigate a pandemic world in which it seems people 
who call themselves Christians won’t do the bare minimum to ensure their neighbors do 
not get sick. 
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● It is hard to see God in moments like these. But I guarantee you, God is present in this 
moment. And if we act with wisdom, and train our minds and spirits to look for God, we 
will be comforted by God’s presence. 

○ So as we leave here today. I want yout to think about and look for the ways that 
you see God sprouting up in your life and the lives of those you love. 

○ I pray that as we move forward as a community, as all of these things are being 
dragged out; that we would act with wisdom, and compassion, and mercy. 

○ Jesus asked, “Do you understand these things?” Amen. 


