NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 6, 2017

Most Worshipful Paul F. Gleason
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts

Right Worshipful Paul B. Craigie
District Deputy Grand Master, 13th District

Regular Meetings
First Monday of the Month
(except as noted)
Location rotates between District Lodges
Begins at 7:00pm sharp
Collation to follow
NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM (11/6)
Location:

Wakefield, 370 Salem Street

Topic:

“Telling your Lodge’s story” - Lodge Histories

Collation:

Wakefield Lodge

NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM (12/4)
Location:

Woburn, 17 Arlington Road

Topic:

Masonic Trivia

Collation:

Woburn Lodges

DISTRICT DEPUTY LETTER

Greetings Brethren!
This month’s topic is the last for the theme: “Telling your Lodges Story”, and
we will focus on Lodge Histories. Information for December is slow to become
available, so the LOI Team of Steve and John are putting together a fun evening
on December 4th of Masonic Trivia and some other games, and a nice Holiday
Collation.
I thank all the Brethren who have been attending this fall’s LOI sessions.
Attendance has been steady, but based on the number of Lodges in the 13th, we
could improve on that. I am trying to make changes in the format and content
of future LOI’s based on some suggestions from several Lodges. Also, I recognize
that Officers have a lot of demands on their time, so I am trying to be conscious
of the need for efficient use of time. Please feel free to share any ideas for
improvement. Lastly, the Masonic Relief for Texas and Florida is a GO from
Grand Lodge and I will speak about that at the November meeting.
See you on the 6th!
Fraternally and respectfully,

RW Paul B. Craige, DDGM
13th Masonic District

Right Worshipful Paul B. Craigie

LODGE OFFICIAL VISITS
Mt. Horeb Lodge		
Golden Rule Lodge
Scimitar Lodge		
William Parkman Lodge
Friendship Lodge		
Good Samaritan Lodge

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2017
Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017

13TH LODGE OF INSTRUCTION – MISSION STATEMENT
The Lodge of Instruction has been established to reinforce and
encourage the practice of our Masonic tenets. It accomplishes this
by providing education for candidates and information for Lodge
Officers and members, in a friendly and social atmosphere. The main
objective is to encourage personal growth, increase knowledge of
Freemasonry and to uphold the traditions of our craft.
Symbology: The learning lamp, providing light to education

THIRTEENTH MASONIC DISTRICT OFFICERS
DDG MASTER: 	RW Paul B. Craigie

781-454-8653 / pcraigie64@gmail.com

DDG MARSHAL: 	Wor Carl S. Hanson

781-820-2830 / ghostwriter112@yahoo.com

DDG SECRETARY:

Wor Anastasios N. Miliotis (Taso) 978-807-1222 / tasomiliotis@gmail.com

DDG TREASURER: 	Wor Donald Scribner

508-468-4747 / papa835@rocketmail.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN:

978-987-3271 / pdeluca1251@gmail.com

Wor Paul J. DeLuca

SERVICE REP.: 	Wor Dominic J. Colanton

617-771-2199 / userdc@comcast.net

LOI ASST. SECRETARY: 	Wor W. Gordon Rogerson

781-953-0186 / Rogerson34@verizon.net

LOI LEAD INSTRUCTOR:	
Wor Robert A. Cimeno

978-728-2753 / rac47@hotmail.com

COMMUNICATION REP.:	Bro Jay Garrett

508-808-1523 / jay.freemason@gmail.com

ASST. COMMUNICATION REP.: Bro Keith M. Curtis

781-439-5322 / kcurt71@gmail.com

MASONIC YOUTH REP.:

Bro Steve Dukas

781-856-9560 / sdukas@comcast.net

MASONIC SCOUT REP.:

Wor Stephen C. Phillips

781-653-0374 / phillips.stephen@comcast.net

MASONIC WIDOWS REP.:

Wor Kevin M. Conley

617-417-3138 / Bunner2234@yahoo.com

MASONIC WISDOM

THE MOTHER GRAND LODGE
SHORT TALK BULLETIN - Vol.VI December, 1928 No.12 - by: Unknown
It has often been remarked how casually , if not accidentally,
so many great movements seem to start. They seem to spring up of
themselves, at the bidding of impulses of which men are only vaguely
aware, and the full measure and meaning of which they do not know.
As in the Alps, a shout or the report of a gun may start an avalanche
of ice and snow, because of the poise of forces, so in history a little act
often releases a vast pent-up power.
A perfect example is the “Revival” of Masonry in 1717,. which,
not only gave a new date to our annals, but a new form and force to the
Craft, sending it to the ends of the earth on its benign mission. So true
is it that we almost say that modern Masonry, in its origin and organization, is as much a mystery as ancient Masonry with its symbols and
rites, and the mystery may never be solved.
Out of a period of dim half-light and much obscurity the new
Masonry arose, and knowing what it is, we have a keen curiosity to
know how it came to be what it is. How many questions we are eager
to ask, answers to which are not found, or likely to be found, unless
un-guessed records should leap to light. Anyway, our brethren of those
formative days practiced the Masonic virtues of silence and circumspection to an extraordinary degree, telling us very little of what we
should like to know so much.
How many lodges of Masons existed in London at that time is
a matter of conjecture, but there must have been a number. What
tie, if any, united them for common action and fellowship we do not
know. Some were purely operative lodges, others seem to have been
purely speculative - there were such lodges, such as the one in which
Ashmole was initiated as early as 1646 - while others, as we shall see,
were mixed; made up of men part of whom were Accepted Masons
and part actual working masons.
The Craft, as all agree, was in a state of neglect, if not disintegration. It enjoyed a period of prosperity in the rebuilding of London
after the great fire in 1666, but as we read in the only record we have,
“the few lodges at London finding themselves neglected by Sir Christopher wren, though it fit to cement under a Grand Master as the centre
of union and harmony.” Wren was the great architect of the day, the
builder of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Whether he was actually a lodge member or not is uncertain, but such was the reason given for the forming
of a Grand Lodge.
Gould, our great historian, in describing “the assembly of 1717,”
out of which the first Grand Lodge grew, remarks that “unfortunately,
the minutes of Grand Lodge only commence on July 24th, 1723 - six
years after the event! For the story of those first six years we are dependent upon an account not written, or at least not published, until the
second edition of the Constitutions of 1738 - twenty-one years after the
event to which it refers! Surely, no other movement of equal importance ever left so scanty a record made so long after the fact.
Why no minutes were kept - or if kept at all, were lost we do not
know. Still less do we know why the first Grand Lodge was formed
without a Constitution/ The General Regulations did not appear until
1721, the Constitutions in 1723. The impression is unmistakable that
is was only an experiment, in response to a growing need for a “Center
of Union and Harmony,” and that those who took part in it did not
dream that they were launching a movement destined to cover the
earth with a great fraternal fellowship. Four lodges united to form the
Mother Grand Lodge, those that met:
1. At the Goose and Gridiron Ale-House in St. Paul’s Church Yard.
2. At The Crown Ale-House in Parker’s Lane, near Drury Lane.
3. At the Apple-Tree Tavern in Charles Street, Covent Garden.
4. At the Rummer and Grape Tavern in Channel-Row, Westminster.
In those days. as in our own day in London. lodges met in taverns
and ale-houses - the hotels of the time. Their meetings were festive,
and often convivial, in the manner and custom of the day. A rare old

book called “Multa Paucis” asserts that six lodges, not four, were
represented, but there is no record of the fact, though members of other
lodges were no doubt present as guests. Indeed, we have a hint to that
effect in the meager record, as follows:
“They, (the four lodges) and old Brothers met at said Apple-Tree,
and having put into the chair the oldest Master Mason (now Master
of a lodge) they constituted themselves a Grand Lodge pro Tempore
in Due Form, and forthwith revived the Quarterly Communication of
the Officers of Lodges (called the Grand Lodge), resolved to hold the
Annual Assembly and Feast, then Chuse a Grand Master from among
themselves, till they should have the honor of a Noble Brother at their
Head.”
Such is the record of the preliminary meeting - what would we not
give for a full account of its discussions and proceedings! Diligent
search has been made among the records, diaries and papers of the
time, but few facts have been added to this record. Even the date of
the meeting was omitted, but it must have been in the spring or early
summer of 1717, as the meeting at which the Grand Lodge was actually organized took place shortly afterward, in June of that year, and
was held in the Goose and Gridiron Ale-House in St. Paul’s Churchyard, near the west end of the Cathedral.
The old Ale-House had a long story, being one of the most famous
in the city, whereof we may read in “London Inns and Taverns,” by
Leopold Wagner. Before the Great Fire it had been called the Mitre,
the first “Musick House” in London, and the meeting place of a Company of Musicians, its sign being a Swan and a Lyre. Its master had
gathered many trophies of travel, which he displayed, and which are
said to have formed the nucleus of the Britian Museum. After the fire
it was rebuilt on the same site, but the new sign was so badly made that
the wits of the town called it the Goose and Gridiron, and the name
clung to it. The record goes on:
“Accordingly, on St. John Baptist’s Day, in the 3rd year of King
George I, A.D. 1717, the assembly and Feast of the Free and Accepted
Masons was held at the foresaid Goose and Gridiron Ale-House.
“Before dinner, the oldest Master Mason (now the Master of a Lodge),
in the Chair, proposed a list of proper candidates; and the Brethren by
a majority of Hands elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, Gentleman, Grand
Master of Masons (Mr. Jacob Lamball, Carpenter; Capt. Joseph Elliot,
Grand Wardens), who being forthwith invested with the Badges of Office and Power by said oldest Master, and installed, was duly congratulated by the Assembly, who paid him the Homage.
“Sayer, Grand Master, commanded the Masters and Wardens of
Lodges to meet the Grand Officers every Quarter in Communication,
at the place that he should appoint in the Summons sent by the Tyler.”
So reads the only record that has come down to us of the founding
of the Mother Grand Lodge. Who were present, besides the three
officers named, has so far eluded all research; their faces have faded,
their names are lost - but imagine the scene. The big room extended
the width of the house, thirty feet one way and nearly twenty the other.
In the center was an oak table, around which the delegates from the
various lodges sat on chairs, smoking their pipes. The seat of Anthony
Sayer was before the fireplace, with its polished brass fire-irons, with
chestnut-roasters and bed-warmers hanging on either side of it.
It was an hour of feast and fun and fellowship, as they sat down to
dinner together, as English lodges do today. Each man had a rummer
of foaming ale before him on the table, and as he drained it betimes it
was refilled by a handsome maid, Hannah, whose name has survived
long after others were lost. Only a few memories live of that event
which divided the story of Masonry into before and after; the famous
sign in front of the house, so ugly that a Swan and a Lyre were mistaken for a Goose and a Gridiron; the skittleground on the roof; the
small water-course, a rivulet of Fleet Brook, for which a way had to be
made through the chimney; the pillar that propped up the chimney, and
- Hannah, the maid.
Continued on back page

CONSTITUENT LODGES

Star of Bethlehem Lodge, Est. 1843

Good Samaritan Lodge, Est. 1870

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

110 Haven St., Reading, MA

3rd Wednesday – 6:00 p.m.

1st Wednesday – 6:00 p.m.

StarofBethlehemLodge.org

GoodSamaritanLodge.org

Wor. Richard Otte / 781-233-2021

Wor. Robert Cimeno / 978-658-1940

rotte@yahoo.com

rac47@hotmail.com

Sec. Wor. Sergio Jaramillo / 781-704-1329

Sec. Wor. James Baxter / 617-957-8606

sergioj@verizon.net

baxter.jim@me.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Christopher Jaramillo at

Dinner contact: Bro. Michael Lacey at mplacey89@gmail.com or 617-859-7750

sergioc.jaramillo@gmail.com or 781-704-1436

Next HELP Date: 1/6

Next HELP Date: 11/25

Mount Horeb Lodge, Est. 1855

Golden Rule Lodge, Est. 1888

17 Arlington Rd., Woburn, MA

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

1st Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.

2nd Thursday – 6:30 p.m.

WoburnMasons.org

www.GoldenRuleLodge.org

Wor. Dan Daley / 617-901-7866

Wor. Jay Garrett / 508-808-1523

daniel.daley@gmail.com

jay.freemason@gmail.com

Sec. Don Coutoumas

Sec. R.W. George J. Bibilos
781-662-3347 / gbibilos@verizon.netm

cell 603-767-4920 home 603-343-1360 		
				

angusaclown@icloud.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Nate Gayman at

Dinner contact: Wor. Randy Smallwood at randysmallwood76@gmail.com

nategayman@gmail.com or 617-799-0684

Next HELP Date: 12/9

Next HELP Date: 11/11

William Parkman Lodge, Est. 1864

Friendship Lodge, Est. 1901

17 Arlington Rd., Woburn, MA

32 Church St., Wilmington, MA

2nd Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.

3rd Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.

www.williamparkmanlodge.com

www.FriendshipLodge.com

Wor. Robert Macintosh

Wor. Mario Marchese / 978-408-7937

781-254-3092 /bobmac.wpl@gmail.com

digger4385@netzero.net

Sec. Wor. Vincent Marino

Sec. Bro. Richard Searfoss / 978-658-4882

617-957-9928 / vmarino@gmail.com

secretary@friendshiplodge.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Stephen Dukas at 781-369-9751 or wpldinner@gmail.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Ed Torrel at 978-657-7682 or etorell@friendshiplodge.com

Next HELP Date: 11/18

Next HELP Date: 12/23

Lynnfield-Zetland Lodge, Est. 1867

Scimitar Lodge, Est. 2015

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

99 Fordham Rd., Wilmington, MA (Aleppo)

4th Thursday – 6:30 p.m.

2nd Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.

www.LynnfieldZetland.org

www.scimitarlodge.org

Wor. Bruce Parker

Wor. Thomas Foster

603-377-0005 / mrbhparker@gmail.com

978-490-7121 / tom67gto@comcast.net

Sec. Wor. Charles R. Austin

Sec. RW. John J. Maihos

978-283-5579 / charlesa45@aol.com

978-804-7143 / jmaihos@comcast.net

Dinner contact: Wor. Bruce Parker at

Dinner contact: Bro. Steve Dalrymple at

603-377-0005 or mrbhparker@gmail.com

617-628-6251 or rsvp@scimitarlodge.org

Next HELP Date: 12/2

Next HELP Date: 12/16

FEATURED ACTIVITIES

Arlington Masonic Building
19 Academy Street, Arlington, MA 02476

Join Mount Horeb
as we serve dinner
to our neighbors
in need, for free,
once a month.

Did you
know KNOW
there was a THERE
Square & Compass
DID
YOU
WAS Club
A in this area?
The Officers and Members of the Malden Square & Compass Club
SQUARE
&COMPASSCLUBINTHISAREA?
would like to invite you to come out and see what we are all about.

We are a social group,
who enjoy
Arlington
Masonic good
Buildingfood and drink on
19 Academy
Street, Arlington,
MA 02476
the 3rd Friday of
each month
at 6:00pm
(Mar. through
Third Thursday of the month, March through December at 6:00pm.
Dec.). If you would like a chance to socialize with your
We are a social group, we enjoy good food and drink each month.
brethren
outsideBusiness
ofthemeetings
Lodgeare
then
thisistheplace.Come
very very brief!
Our a
requirement
membership,
play a game of pool,
game offorcards,
watch a ballgame,
you must be a Master Mason in Good Standing
practice ritual, plan a lodge event or just sit and chat.
If you would like a chance to socialize with your brethren outside

-----------------------THE

2nd

MONDAY
OF EACH

MONTH

EVERY 3r
d

of the Lodge then this is the place.
TheMalden
Square
&CompassClub,wantstoinviteyouto
Come play a game of pool, a game of cards, watch a ballgame,
practice
plan a lodge
or just
sit and Just
chat for
awhile. any
come out
andritual,
see what
weevent
are all
about.
contact
one of us to make
a
dinner
reservation:
Come for a visit and see what we have to offer.

SA

M

AY
RD

DONUT LODGE
Reading Lodge
110 Haven Street,
Reading, MA 01867

H

Treasurer, Ralph Pelosi
617-417-3750 or email cappy6262@netzero.com

Hosted by
Good Samaritan Lodge:

TU
9:00 – 1
1:00
A

T
N O V. 1 8

Make a dinner reservation by contacting any of the officers below:

President, Tim/McGavin
Tim McGavin781-775-7060
@ 781-775-7060
tsmcgavin@yahoo.com
or email tsmcgavin@yahoo.com
Vice Preisident, Bob
Bloedow
Bob Bloedow @ 781-534-4127
/ euclidwm@gmail.com
781-534-4127 or email euclidwm@gmail.com
Mike Morris @ 781-258-3529
/ morris521@hotmail.com
Secretary, Mike
Morris
or email /
morris521@hotmail.com
RalphPelosi@781-258-3529
617-417-3750
cappy6262@netzero.com

Masonic family event,
wives, kids etc.,
are invited.

FEATURED ACTIVITIES

Have Your
Lodge
Meeting
at Your
Grand Lodge
in Boston.

The Grand Master has offered all MA lodges the
opportunity to hold a special communication at
the Grand Lodge’s headquarters. Come see the
wonderful Boston Masonic building that belongs
to our fraternity, take in a tour of all the ornate
lodge rooms and make a rememborable event.
If interested in taking advantage of this offer,
the building supervisor, Bro. David Harty at
617-426-6040 or dharty@massfreemasonry.org
to discus dates, times and arrangements.

How strange that the Masons of England allowed the old AleHouse to be taken down in 1893 - it ought to have been kept as a
shrine of fellowship and fun. But so little interest was taken in its
fate that the historic sign was sold to a citizen of Dulwick, who put
it in his greenhouse. Later on, however, the old relic was recovered,
and it now has a place of honor in the Guildhall Museum, along with
other tokens of the London that is no more. Alas, so little do men
see, and so lightly do they value what is passing before their eyes.
What of the men who formed the Mother Grand Lodge?
They did not - could not - realize what they had done so casually
and in the spirit of frolic, much less foreknow its meaning and future.
They merely wanted to make a “Centre of Union and Harmony,” as
they called it, between the lodges of the city. There was no thought
of imposing the authority of Grand Lodge upon the country in general, still less upon the world, as is clear from the Constitutions of
1723, which are said to be “for the use of Lodges in London.” Yet,
so great was the necessity for a Grand Lodge, that, once started, the
impulse spread to Ireland, Scotland, and the ends of the earth. Link
was added link until it put “a girdle around the earth.”

ORDER OF DEMOLAY (WAKEFIELD CHAPTER)
Master Councilor – Robbie Gonzalez / robbiegonzalez89@yahoo.com
Dad Advisor – Steve Dukas / 781-856-9560, sdukas@comcast.net
Chairman – Sean Quinlan / 617-943-1438, sean@quinlan.org
11/1 Regular Meeting (1st Wed. & 3rd Fri. of month)
11/17 Regular Meeting (1st Wed. & 3rd Fri. of month)

As a great man of the Craft has said so picturesquely, it is possible,
and it is true, to say that Masonry was born in a Tavern, but it belongs
to Almighty God; and so gentle was its spirit, so friendly and tolerant
and wise withal, that it began to make the life of the Tavern like a
vestibule for the life of the Church.

ORDER OF RAINBOW (WAKEFIELD ASSEMBLY)
Worthy Advisor – Jenna E. Raymond
Mother Advisor – Amy Raymond / 781-443-2639, ayray333@yahoo.com

HELPFUL WEBSITES

11/2 Regular Meeting (1st & 3rd Thursday of each month)
11/16 Regular Meeting (1st & 3rd Thursday of each month)

Grand Lodge: www.massfreemasonry.org
District Website: www.DDGM13.net
Grand Lodge Service Department: www.service.com
Grand Lodge Education Department: www.educatemasons.org
Ask a Mason: www.askafreemason.org
MassMasons: www.massmasons.org
Masonic Ambassador Site: www.masonicambassadors.net
Massachusetts Lodge of Research: tinyurl.com/LofResearch
District e-mail: Frank@Kautzlaw.com
Masonic Health System of MA: www.masonichealthsystem.org
Masonic Medical Research Laboratory: www.mmrl.edu
National Heritage Museum: www.nationalheritagemuseum.org
Shriners International: www.shrinersinternational.org
Aleppo Shriners: www.alepposhriners.com
Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction: www.scottishritenmj.org

HELP ( HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM)

Massachusetts York Rite: www.yorkrite.com/ma

HELP is Masonry in Action! (4th, 9th, & 13th Districts)

Massachusetts DeMolay: www.mademolay.org

Location:

DeMolay International: www.demolay.org
Massachusetts Rainbow Jurisdiction: www.massiorg.org
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls: www.gorainbow.org
Order of the Eastern Star, MA Grand Chapter: www.oestar.org
Order of the Eastern Star, Grand Chapter: www.easternstar.org

Phone #:
Time:

New permanent indoor location:
500 West Cummings Park – Suite 1150
Woburn, MA 01801
781-322-1052 (same number)
Saturdays 9 a.m. to Noon (same hours)

Help is always needed at HELP, know you can always just show up and your
lodge will get credit for your being there. Any time you give is appreciated!

