NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2, 2017

Most Worshipful Paul F. Gleason
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts

Right Worshipful Paul B. Craigie
District Deputy Grand Master, 13th District

Regular Meetings
First Monday of the Month
(except as noted)
Location rotates between District Lodges
Begins at 7:00pm sharp
Collation to follow

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM (10/2)
Location:

Reading, 110 Haven Street

Topic:

“Telling your Lodge’s story” - Manhood

Collation:

Reading Lodge

NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM (11/6)
Location:

Wakefield, 370 Salem Street

Topic:

“Telling your Lodge’s story” - Age

Collation:

Wakefield Lodge

DISTRICT DEPUTY LETTER
Greetings Brethren!
The new Masonic Year is now officially underway! All Lodges have held their Installations, and the Official Visits have begun.
The date for Square and Compasses Day is fast approaching. I will be visiting the five
Lodge venues, and look forward to spending a little time with each Lodge. There are
2 points I would like to stress this year: Grand Lodge is allowing Lodges to begin their
“Open House” a little later than the usual 9 to 3 (10 or 11 am), should you choose to
do so, and stay open a little later in the afternoon. Secondly, and most importantly,
be sure to put some fun in whatever you choose for an activity - both for the public
and the members! Let’s all wish for some nice autumn weather.
Worshipful Masters - as I visit your Lodge for your Official Visit or on Square and
Compasses Day, I am asking you to present me with 2 opinions: first, something
that you would like to see Grand Lodge do better, or eliminate; and second (if you
can think of anything), something that Grand Lodge does that is very helpful to you
and/or your Lodge. I may make a few notes, but I will not share your opinions with
anyone, unless you tell me to do so. The Grand
Lodge calendar year is more than halfway over,
so consider this your opportunity to give us a
Report Card.
Lastly, I am always available to assist and/or advise you. As you are aware, if I am out of state, I
will always arrange coverage with a Past DDGM.
I may not always have an answer or solution for
you, but I will provide someone to contact who
can assist you.
Fraternally and respectfully,
Right Worshipful Paul B. Craigie

RW Paul B. Craige, DDGM
13th Masonic District

LODGE OFFICIAL VISITS
Mt. Horeb Lodge		
Golden Rule Lodge
Scimitar Lodge		
William Parkman Lodge
Friendship Lodge		
Good Samaritan Lodge

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2017
Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017

13TH LODGE OF INSTRUCTION – MISSION STATEMENT
The Lodge of Instruction has been established to reinforce and
encourage the practice of our Masonic tenets. It accomplishes this
by providing education for candidates and information for Lodge
Officers and members, in a friendly and social atmosphere. The main
objective is to encourage personal growth, increase knowledge of
Freemasonry and to uphold the traditions of our craft.
Symbology: The learning lamp, providing light to education

THIRTEENTH MASONIC DISTRICT OFFICERS
DDG MASTER: 	RW Paul B. Craigie

781-454-8653 / pcraigie64@gmail.com

DDG MARSHAL: 	Wor Carl S. Hanson

781-820-2830 / ghostwriter112@yahoo.com

DDG SECRETARY:

Wor Anastasios N. Miliotis (Taso) 978-807-1222 / tasomiliotis@gmail.com

DDG TREASURER: 	Wor Donald Scribner

508-468-4747 / papa835@rocketmail.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN:

978-987-3271 / pdeluca1251@gmail.com

Wor Paul J. DeLuca

SERVICE REP.: 	Wor Dominic J. Colanton

617-771-2199 / userdc@comcast.net

LOI ASST. SECRETARY: 	Wor W. Gordon Rogerson

781-953-0186 / Rogerson34@verizon.net

LOI LEAD INSTRUCTOR:	
Wor Robert A. Cimeno

978-728-2753 / rac47@hotmail.com

COMMUNICATION REP.:	Bro Jay Garrett

508-808-1523 / jay.freemason@gmail.com

ASST. COMMUNICATION REP.: Bro Keith M. Curtis

781-439-5322 / kcurt71@gmail.com

MASONIC YOUTH REP.:

Bro Steve Dukas

781-856-9560 / sdukas@comcast.net

MASONIC SCOUT REP.:

Wor Stephen C. Phillips

781-653-0374 / phillips.stephen@comcast.net

MASONIC WIDOWS REP.:

Wor Kevin M. Conley

617-417-3138 / Bunner2234@yahoo.com

MASONIC WISDOM

THE WINDING STAIRS
Grand Lodge of Texas
The Winding Stairs forms an important tradition in Freemasonry and is the focus of the
lecture of the Fellowcraft degree. While being prominent within the lecture, there is very
little reference to this staircase in Biblical accounts of King Solomon’s Temple. In I Kings
6:8 one reads, “The entrance to the lowest floor was on the south side of the temple; a
stairway led up to the middle level and from there to the third.” (NIV) Out of this limited
reference, Freemasonry has constructed an allegory that can only be interpreted from a
symbolic standpoint.
The Winding Stairs is an impressive and significant Masonic symbol when carefully examined. A critical study suggests that the Winding Stairs might veil more different subjects
than any other Masonic symbol. It represents allegories as well as symbolic truths. It embodies science as well as moral and spiritual truths. The splendor of the conception of the
Winding Stairs is one of the most interesting examples of symbolic concealment practiced
by our early Masonic ritualists.
The allusion of the Winding Stairs leading to the middle chamber of the Temple is apparently a veil to divert the mind from many interesting symbols along the way that are
overlooked unless the Mason carefully considers the journey into the middle chamber.
In the Biblical account, nothing is said about the two columns at the foot of the stairs; no
reference to the globes upon the columns; nothing to show the number of steps contained
in the stairway; or that the steps were divided into three series of three, five, and seven
steps. There is nothing to suggest the three degrees of initiation, nor imply the five steps
represented the five Orders of Architecture or the five human senses, nor indicate that the
seven steps led through the liberal arts and sciences.
In fact, one should consider the Winding Stairs as a compound symbol that is constructed
to bring together several separate symbols found in the three degrees. Each of these symbols has their own separate significance when used alone. Yet when brought together in a single symbol, it represents a most interesting lesson
within the allegory.
The two columns and the globes thereon are symbols belonging to the Entered Apprentice Degree, the three steps are symbols belonging to
the Master’s Degree, while the five and seven steps are essential elements of the Fellowcraft Degree. The symbol as a whole can be thought
of as depicting the new initiate emerging from the profane world about to begin his journey from darkness in search of moral, mental and
spiritual light. If he succeeds in completing his journey, and in acquiring the lessons along the way, he has the hope of attaining a special
understanding of his relationship to God that he could not obtain without careful introspection.
The Entered Apprentice begins his symbolic journey in search of Masonic light and knowledge at a point between replicas of the two columns, which undoubtedly represent the columns of Jachin and Boaz of King Solomon’s Temple. The First Degree in Masonry is designed
to be only a preparation and purification for a nobler and higher purpose. The lessons are primarily intended to prepare the recipient for the
mental, moral, and spiritual light that is to be achieved in the succeeding degrees.
It is therefore in the Second Degree that the real intellectual work begins. The candidate finds stretching out before him the winding stairs, a
symbol of discipline and instruction, inviting him to ascend, and teaching him that he must commence his real Masonic labor. Here he enters
upon those glorious yet difficult researches in the laborious task of self-improvement now placed before him as a duty. He cannot stand still
if he is a true Mason. His Masonic destiny requires him to ascend the winding stairs, step by step, until he has reached the summit, where the
treasures of knowledge await him. For the faithful performance of this task a reward is promised. The reward is improvement of his intellectual facilities; the moral and spiritual elevation of his character; and the acquisition of knowledge and wisdom.
Here he proceeds onward and upward through the liberal arts and sciences where he will find divine laws by which the Great Architect creates, preserves, and rules the wonderful universe in which we are fortunate enough to live. Thus it appears that the Winding Stairs represents
the progress of an inquiring mind and a sincere heart, through toils and labor of the intellect, in acquiring an understanding of the sciences
displayed upon the steps. This is a preliminary step toward the attainment of divine truths, which every Mason should pursue in his quest for
self-improvement, on a journey that never ends.
If the Winding Stairs did nothing more than point out the pathway for the attainment of true Masonic light and knowledge, it should be one
of the more treasured Masonic symbols. However, it contains much more than a simple inspection uncovers. The seeker of true Masonic light
will miss much if he remains satisfied with the Monitorial explanations of the Winding Stairs. He must zealously study this important symbol
and the ascending journey it represents to discover true Masonic knowledge that is finally reflected at the very top of the stairs, “which none
but true craftsmen can ever see and fully comprehend.”

CONSTITUENT LODGES

Star of Bethlehem Lodge, Est. 1843

Good Samaritan Lodge, Est. 1870

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

110 Haven St., Reading, MA

3rd Wednesday – 6:00 p.m.

1st Wednesday – 6:00 p.m.

StarofBethlehemLodge.org

GoodSamaritanLodge.org

Wor. Richard Otte / 781-233-2021

Wor. Robert Cimeno / 978-658-1940

rotte@yahoo.com

rac47@hotmail.com

Sec. Wor. Sergio Jaramillo / 781-704-1329

Sec. Wor. James Baxter / 617-957-8606

sergioj@verizon.net

baxter.jim@me.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Alan Gray at grayad@comcast.net

Dinner contact: Bro. Michael Lacey at mplacey89@gmail.com or 781-859-7750

Next HELP Date: 11/25

Next HELP Date: 11/4

Mount Horeb Lodge, Est. 1855

Golden Rule Lodge, Est. 1888

17 Arlington Rd., Woburn, MA

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

1st Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.

2nd Thursday – 6:30 p.m.

WoburnMasons.org

www.GoldenRuleLodge.org

Wor. Dan Daly / 617-901-7866

Wor. Jay Garrett / 508-808-1523

daniel.daly@gmail.com

jay.freemason@gmail.com

Sec. Christopher J. Nunes

Sec. R.W. George J. Bibilos

781-267-6118 / cnun27@gmail.com

781-662-3347 / gbibilos@verizon.netm

Dinner contact: Wor. Kyle Haraldsen at kyle@woburnmasons.org or 781-281-8131

Dinner contact: Bro. John Perrino at ultwin@yahoo.com or 617-877-9481

Next HELP Date: 10/7

Next HELP Date: 11/11

William Parkman Lodge, Est. 1864

Friendship Lodge, Est. 1901

17 Arlington Rd., Woburn, MA

32 Church St., Wilmington, MA

2nd Tuesday – 6:00 p.m.

3rd Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.

www.williamparkmanlodge.com

www.FriendshipLodge.com

Wor. Robert Macintosh

Wor. Mario Marchese / 978-657-5070

781-254-3092 /bobmac.wpl@gmail.com

digger4385@netzero.net

Sec. Wor. Vincent Marino

Sec. Bro. Richard Searfoss

617-957-9928 / vmarino@gmail.com

rsearfoss@friendshiplodge.comm

Dinner contact: Bro. Robert Macintosh at 781-254-3092 or bob22mac@gmail.com

Dinner contact: Bro. Ed Torrel at 978-657-7682 or etorell@friendshiplodge.com

Next HELP Date: 11/18

Next HELP Date: 10/21

Lynnfield-Zetland Lodge, Est. 1867

Scimitar Lodge, Est. 2015

370 Salem St., Wakefield, MA

99 Fordham Rd., Wilmington, MA (Aleppo)

4th Thursday – 6:30 p.m.

2nd Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.

www.LynnfieldZetland.org

www.scimitarlodge.org

Wor. Bruce Parker

Wor. Thomas Foster

603-377-0005 / mrbhparker@gmail.com

978-490-7121 / tom67gto@comcast.net

Sec. Wor. Charles R. Austin

Sec. RW. John J. Maihos

978-283-5579 / charlesa45@aol.com

978-804-7143 / jmaihos@comcast.net

Dinner contact: Bro. Sandy Woodmansee at sandywoodmansee@gmail.com

Dinner contact: rsvp@scimitarlodge.org or call either the SEC/JW

Next HELP Date: 10/28

Next HELP Date: 10/14

FEATURED ACTIVITIES

Saturday, Ocober 21st
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Reading Masoinc Building
110 Haven Street, Reading
Rain or Shine
NO EARLY BIRDS PLEASE

Woburn Halloween Parade
Sunday, October 29th at 12:00 noon

Mount Horeb Lodge will again be marching in the parade and
invites all interested Brethren to accompany them.
Starts from the Woburn Showcase Cinema adjacent to Rt. 128.
Dress code is casual with Masonic clothing: hats, t-shirts and
outerwear displaying the Square and Compasses are encouraged.
The Lodge throws approximately 250-300 lbs of candy during the
parade route and ask that you bring some to distribute.
Tootie Roll midgies are a favorite!

Interested parties please conract Wor. Daniel Daly
at daniel.daly@gmail.com

FEATURED ACTIVITIES

Have Your
Lodge
Meeting
at Your
Grand Lodge
in Boston.

ORDER OF DEMOLAY (WAKEFIELD CHAPTER)
Master Councilor – Robbie Gonzalez / robbiegonzalez89@yahoo.com
Dad Advisor – Steve Dukas / 781-856-9560, sdukas@comcast.net
Chairman – Sean Quinlan / 617-943-1438, sean@quinlan.org
10/4 Regular Meeting (1st Wed. & 3rd Fri. of month)
10/20 Regular Meeting (1st Wed. & 3rd Fri. of month)

The Grand Master has offered all MA lodges the
opportunity to hold a special communication at
the Grand Lodge’s headquarters. Come see the
wonderful Boston Masonic building that belongs
to our fraternity, take in a tour of all the ornate
lodge rooms and make a rememborable event.
If interested in taking advantage of this offer,
the building supervisor, Bro. David Harty at
617-426-6040 or dharty@massfreemasonry.org
to discus dates, times and arrangements.

HELPFUL WEBSITES

ORDER OF RAINBOW (WAKEFIELD ASSEMBLY)
Worthy Advisor – Jenna E. Raymond
Mother Advisor – Amy Raymond / 781-443-2639, ayray333@yahoo.com
10/5 Regular Meeting (1st & 3rd Thursday of each month)
10/19 Regular Meeting (1st & 3rd Thursday of each month)

Grand Lodge: www.massfreemasonry.org
District Website: www.DDGM13.net
Grand Lodge Service Department: www.service.com
Grand Lodge Education Department: www.educatemasons.org
Ask a Mason: www.askafreemason.org
MassMasons: www.massmasons.org
Masonic Ambassador Site: www.masonicambassadors.net
Massachusetts Lodge of Research: tinyurl.com/LofResearch
District e-mail: Frank@Kautzlaw.com
Masonic Health System of MA: www.masonichealthsystem.org
Masonic Medical Research Laboratory: www.mmrl.edu
National Heritage Museum: www.nationalheritagemuseum.org
Shriners International: www.shrinersinternational.org
Aleppo Shriners: www.alepposhriners.com
Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction: www.scottishritenmj.org

HELP ( HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM)

Massachusetts York Rite: www.yorkrite.com/ma

HELP is Masonry in Action! (4th, 9th, & 13th Districts)

Massachusetts DeMolay: www.mademolay.org

Location:

DeMolay International: www.demolay.org
Massachusetts Rainbow Jurisdiction: www.massiorg.org
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls: www.gorainbow.org
Order of the Eastern Star, MA Grand Chapter: www.oestar.org
Order of the Eastern Star, Grand Chapter: www.easternstar.org

Phone #:
Time:

New permanent indoor location:
500 West Cummings Park – Suite 1150
Woburn, MA 01801
781-322-1052 (same number)
Saturdays 9 a.m. to Noon (same hours)

Help is always needed at HELP, know you can always just show up and your
lodge will get credit for your being there. Any time you give is appreciated!

