
BIBLE STUDY LESSON 

“LEARNING HOW TO MERIT GOD’S UNMERITED FAVOR” 
AKA 

“LEARNING HOW TO WALK IN THE F.O.G.” (FAVOR OF GOD) 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: “PSALMS 5: 8-12” AND “ST. LUKE 1: 26-28” 

By Bishop Dr. Julian E. Turner, Sr. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

ILLUSTRATION: “A man wanted to see Buckingham Palace. His guide took him to 
the gate. “Oh, I don’t mean here. I want inside.” 

“I’m sorry sir,” replied the guide, “I don’t have authority. Only members of the 
Royal Family can get you inside.” 

Jesus has done this for us! Only members of the Royal Family Can “Merit God’s 
Unmerited Favor.” 

When a person works an eight-hour day and receives a fair day’s pay for his 
time, that is wage. When a person competes with an opponent and receives a 
trophy for his performance, that is a prize. When a person receives appropriate 
recognition for his long service or high achievements, that is an award. But 
when a person is not capable of earning a wage, can win no prize, and deserves 
no award-yet receives such a gift anyway-that is a good picture of God’s 
unmerited favor. 

In its simplest terms, divine favor involves the bestowal of God’s goodness, 
blessing, spiritual enrichment, or promotion. Favor enhances the welfare of 
your life whether it involves bestowing something of value or removing 
something that hinders. 

As we begin this lesson on favor I want to note the difference between (1) God’s 
sovereign grace/favor and (2) the grace/favor that man can entreat from God. 
Favor is similar to grace but there is a difference. Perhaps the easiest way to 
differentiate between grace and favor is to recognize that grace is always a free, 
undeserved gift. Favor, on the other hand, can be deserved or gained. Here’s 
what we must admit about God’s sovereign grace: No one fully understands it! 
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There is no way to explain why God chooses a less qualified person for an 
assignment when someone much brighter and “Seasoned” is available for the 
task. It’s impossible to explain why God chooses “the basest of men”[Lowest 
Class] (Daniel 4:17) to govern a nation, when a more righteous one is available. 

But God doesn’t demand that we comprehend his sovereign selection process. 
He commands us to trust him! He wants us to understand that He operates from 
a system of infinite wisdom. Since that’s the case, let’s note that: 

A. God’s sovereign grace flows from his infinite wisdom. 

1a. Note Paul’s words in Romans 11:33, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and 
unfathomable his ways! (34) for who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
became his counselor?” 

2b. Romans 9:14-21 (Discuss) 

Always remember this about God’s sovereign choosing. God’s determinations 
are perfect and just. He never errs in his judgments. And when Christians appear 
before God’s throne, every voice will rise in unified acclamation and declare the 
testimony of Revelation 15:3. “Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord 
God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations! (4) 
Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For all 
the nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have 
been revealed.” 

B. Next, notice that God’s favor can be “Entreated.” 

While God is free to impart his favor apart from human solicitation, God also 
dispenses favor when men entreat him for it. This is what the main portion of 
today’s message deals with. It deals with How Christians can entreat God for 
favor. And there is Biblical support for our responsibility to seek God for his 
favor. Psalm 119:58 says, “I entreated Your favor with all my heart; Be gracious 
to me according to Your word.” And Exodus 32:11 says, “Moses sought the favor 
of the LORD his God.” 
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Favor Is The Treasure Of The Heart: One day while Jesus was teaching, he made 
this statement concerning the drive and motivation of the believer’s life; 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Life presents us with 
many moments that can be referred to as, “Heart” check-points. These are the 
places in life where our drive and our motivations get “Checked!” The world has 
a way of tempting our hearts away from God with so many false promises, and 
thus, corrupting our motivations. But, the writer of this psalm gives us a way to 
test the motivations of our hearts, as well as a way to keep our hearts in check. 
Notice: He makes the Lord his “portion” which means, “The Central Desire” or 
the “Greatest Treasure” of his heart. While at the same time he seeks the 
“Favor” of God with all his heart. Favor in this scripture actually means the 
“Face” or the “Presence” of God. We will never have to worry about living with 
a divided heart or corrupted motives, when God himself is our central desire. 
When God is the greatest treasure of our hearts, our hearts will seek after that 
treasure and favor us with blessings. 

 

I. TEN WAYS TO OBTAINING GOD’S FAVOR 

Though we’re all subject to the blessings of God, some are more blessed than 
others. I believe that favor has something to do with that. What was it that 
attracted God to Mary? “The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who 
are highly favored! The Lord is with you’.” (Luke 1:28) That’s the type of favor I 
want to tell you about. 

Throughout the Bible the word ‘Favor’ is used in various ways. It can mean grace 
and acceptance but I want to examine it from the dictionary definition: 
approval, support, goodwill, above and beyond, kindness, preference. All of this 
is available to the believer as we can see from the lives of many Bible 
characters. As you read further, you will find examples of people who had the 
favor of God on their lives and you will discover how to attract God’s favor in 
your life. 
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However, it’s important to note that when I refer to favor, I don’t mean 
favoritism. We know that God does not show partiality, but He does show favor. 
Favor is not Love. God loves everyone the same. It’s not grace, we are saved 
through grace by faith. It’s also not about blessing although God’s favor leads to 
blessing. Favor is something more and it will change your life. 

10 Keys To God’s Favor: 

1. Love God 

Love God with all your heart. Without loving Him, we cannot expect to gain His 
favor. 

“My son, do not forget My teaching, but keep My commands in your heart, for 
they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. Let 
love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them 
on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the 
sight of God and man.” (Proverbs 3:1-4) 

2. Love People 

What are you doing for the Kingdom? What are you doing for others? If you 
want God’s favor then start caring for people. Ruth found favor with Boaz 
because of the things she had done and James says ‘faith without works is 
dead’. 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me’.” (Matthew 25:34-40) 

“Boaz replied, ‘I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and 
your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. May 
the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the 
Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge’.” (Ruth 2:11-12) 
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Ruth’s was noticed for what she had done, she received more than she asked 
for, special treatment, protection, more than enough! 

3. Hate What God Hates 

As you make a stand for God and His causes His favor is released upon you 

“But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate.” (Revelation 2:6) 

4. Give gifts and offerings 

Abel’s offering found favor with God but Cain’s did not. Make sure your offering 
finds favor with God. Giving gifts leads us to find favor with both God and man 
as we see from the example of Jacob who found favor with Esau following his 
substantial gift. 

“And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of 
his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and 
his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was 
downcast.” (Genesis 4:4) 

“I have cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now I 
am sending this message to my lord, that I may find favor in your 
eyes.” (Genesis 32:5) 

5. Be Faithful 

Noah found favor with God due to his faithfulness. He walked faithfully with 
God and that led to favor. 

“So the Lord said, ‘I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have 
created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move 
along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.’ But Noah found favor in 
the eyes of the Lord. This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 
faithfully with God.” (Genesis 6:7-9) 
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6. Be Righteous/Blameless 

As we can also see in the example of Noah, being righteous and blameless is a 
key to finding favor. We also find this call to righteousness in the New 
Testament. 

Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be 
added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) 

“Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as 
with a shield.” (Psalm 5:12) You can be blessed with favor. Favor leads to 
blessing. 

7. Be Submitted 

Esther shows us how submission brings favor. She didn’t take matters into her 
own hands. This is an ingredient to receiving favor. She exemplified submission, 
humility and confidence in God and won the favor of everyone who saw her. 

“When the turn came for Esther to go to the king, she asked for nothing other 
than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the harem, 
suggested.” (Esther 2:15) 

8. Be Humble/Have Humility 

Through her humility Esther received immediate care and attention, provision, 
the best place, helpers, assistants and attendants. Furthermore, her favor 
created favor for all around her. Through our humility, let’s create an 
atmosphere of favor in our lives that can overflow to others. 

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5) 

9. Be Honest 

Honesty is a key to favor. Joseph found favor with Potiphar because he could be 
trusted. 

“The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with 
Him.” (Proverbs 11:1) 
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“Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in 
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he 
owned.” (Genesis 39) 

10. Get Wisdom 

Wisdom is a key to favor. As Solomon makes clear in the Book of Proverbs. 

“For those who find me find life and receive favor from the Lord.” (Proverbs 
8:35) 

As you use these 10 keys, I believe you will see the favor of God on your life. 
And, remember, Favor comes in stages. You have to grow in it. You do not 
necessarily receive maximum favor all at once. “And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52) If Jesus had to grow in 
favor then so do we! 

God’s Favor Is Lasting. “For His anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a 
lifetime.” (Psalm 30:5) Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in 
the morning. Once you have God’s favor it last’s a lifetime. Do you want a 
lifetime of favor? Use these 10 keys to unlock God’s increased provision in your 
life and let it overflow to others. 

Noah found favor, he was blameless, righteous and faithful. Joseph found favor 
with God, as did Esther. God’s favor is for a purpose. When He favors you, it’s 
not for you to sit upon, but to do something with. You receive blessing so you 
can be a blessing! 
 

II. WHAT IS THE FAVOR OF GOD, AND HOW DO I GET IT 

Answer: When we favor someone, we want to be with him or her. We delight in 
him. We connect with her in a way we don’t connect with everyone. We usually 
favor people who also favor us. In the same way, God shows favor to the ones 
who delight in, connect with, and give honor to Him. Isaiah 66:2 says, “These 
are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, 
and who tremble at my word.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2066.2
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Second Chronicles 16:9 says, “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong on behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward him.” To be “perfect” toward Him means we seek His 
favor more than we seek the favor of anyone else, even ourselves. 
 
Favor is closely related to grace in the Bible. Those who have received Jesus as 
their Savior are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8–9). They know the 
favor of God. Without faith, it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6), but 
those who have saving faith in God’s Son are declared righteous (Romans 
4:5; Philippians 3:9) and live in God’s favor. The most basic answer to “How Can 
I Get God’s Favor” is “Believe In The Lord Jesus.” 

God seeks out those who love Him and love His commands so that He can bless, 
guide, and protect them (Psalm 37:23; Proverbs 3:5–6). This does not mean that 
everyone who is prosperous or healthy has found favor with God (Jeremiah 
12:1; Psalm 37:7; 73:16). Nor does it mean that those whom the Lord favors will 
never suffer difficulties. Many people in the Bible had the Lord’s favor but also 
suffered hardship (2 Corinthians 6:4; Acts 14:22; 20:23; 1 Peter 2:19). Heroes 
such as Noah (Genesis 6:8), Moses (Exodus 32:11; 33:13), Daniel (Daniel 10:19), 
and Mary (Luke 1:28) were favored of the Lord, but they also struggled with 
difficulties like anyone else. 
 
Those who are favored of God know that God is with them and that nothing can 
happen to them apart from His good purpose (Romans 8:28). They have His ear 
as they walk through dark valleys (Psalm 34:15) and know that their struggle to 
remain true to Him will not go unrewarded (Matthew 10:42; Revelation 2:10). In 
addition to outward evidences, God’s favor can be felt in the spirit. When we 
have the favor of the Lord, we rest in quiet confidence that our sins are forgiven 
(Romans 4:7), we are within the plan of God (Psalm 86:11), and that He is there 
for us at all times (Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 28:20). We walk with God as with our 
closest friend. We begin to see and appreciate the little blessings that God 
provides for our enjoyment—blessings that we once took for granted. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Chron%2016.9
https://www.gotquestions.org/grace-of-God.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%204.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%204.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2037.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%203.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2012.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2012.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2037.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2073.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2014.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%206.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2032.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2033.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2010.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2034.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2010.42
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%204.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2086.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2041.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.20
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The Lord invites us to seek His favor (Psalm 119:58, 135; 2 Kings 13:4; Jeremiah 
26:19; Zephaniah 2:3). When we seek His favor, we humble our hearts before 
Him (2 Kings 22:19); seek Him for Himself, not just for the blessings He gives 
(Jeremiah 29:13); and arrange our lives around loving Him with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). We seek first His kingdom 
and righteousness (Matthew 6:33). 
 

III. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “FAVOR” AND “FAVORITISM” 

One of the earliest writings in the New Testament is the letter by James to “the 
twelve tribes of the “Christian Church” that was scattered throughout Asia 
Minor by the persecution of Christians in the early 40’s A.D. in Jerusalem. It was 
most likely intended to be read among many congregations to address issues 
that were becoming problematic in all the churches. One of the issues he 
addresses is “Favoritism”, the giving of special attention to someone because of 
his position, his influence of his wealth.” 

In the first verse of chapter 2, James warns against showing favoritism. He 
writes, “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons.” (James 2:1). While we can understand the fallen 
human inclination to show favor to those we think might give something in 
return, isn’t God showing a form of favoritism in His election of only some of 
humanity for salvation? Some have suggested so. Let’s look closely at this issue 
and see why it is that God’s electing grace is not favoritism. 

The favoritism James warns against in James 2:1-4 is different in every way from 
the favor God shows in choosing to save some but not all humans. God’s 
choosing people for salvation by the gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) begins in 
Genesis 3:15 with the promise to Adam and Eve of a Savior. His favor begins to 
take further shape in Genesis 4:25 with the birth of Seth to Adam and Eve. Cain, 
their firstborn was banished for the murder of his brother Abel. So, when sin 
seemed to have one, hope returned with the birth of Seth. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.58
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20119.135
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2013.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2026.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2026.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zeph%202.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2022.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2029.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2010.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.33
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He began again the God-Fearing Ancestral Line that would run through Noah, 
and ultimately to the promised Messiah (Genesis 5:28). 

In the days of Noah, the increasing corruption on the earth resulted in God 
bringing judgment on all mankind. But God, being rich in mercy showed favor 
toward Noah. Genesis 6:9 says Noah was righteous and walked with God, and 
Hebrews 11:7 explains that Noah’s faith was the basis for his righteousness and 
for that God showed him favor. God preserved Noah and his family through the 
water judgment so that the plan of God, announced in Genesis 3:15 would 
continue. 

Of Noah’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, God chose (Favored) Shem. He 
alone was favored by being given faith to continue the ancestral line that would 
eventually lead to Jesus (Genesis 4:26). In Genesis 11:10-26 we read the list of 
Shem’s descendants. The list ends with Abram to whom God extended His favor 
by calling him out of a people and nation of idol worshippers in Ur and 
promising to make him a great nation (Genesis 12:2). That nation would be 
Israel, chosen by God; favored if you will, to be His people and the apple of His 
eye as Deuteronomy 32:10 makes clear. God also promised Abram offspring as 
numerous as the stars (Genesis 15:5). Paul explains later in Galatians that the 
offspring promised to Abram are spiritual offspring (Galatians 3:28-29). So, the 
favor of God toward Abram extended beyond a physical offspring and a physical 
land to a spiritual offspring that would include people from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation (Romans 16:26; Galatians 3:8; Revelation 7:9). 

From Abram, the list of God choosing some but not all continues. God favored 
Isaac, not Ishmael. He favored Jacob, not Esau, Moses, not Pharaoh, Judah, not 
Reuben, and on through history until God favored Mary, not some other 
woman, to be the mother of the Son of God. Notice how the angel Gabriel 
explains this to Mary. “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:31–33) 
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The Bible clearly shows that God favors some and not all. But God’s “Favor” is 
not sin … where “Favoritism” is as James rightly points out. Favoritism is when 
someone chooses a person or thing because of some perceived merit or worth. 
But as Paul says in Romans 3:23, where he quotes King David from Psalm 14:3 
and 53:3, all people have sinned and fallen short of God’s righteous 
requirements. There is no human being who justly deserves God’s favor. 
Instead, all people deserve the wrath of God. But to some God, by His grace, 
chooses to give faith in Christ and the resulting righteousness that comes 
through faith. 

This decision of God to choose some for salvation is not because of any inherent 
goodness in the person. It is simply God’s prerogative, and it demonstrates His 
unfathomable grace. It was a decision made in eternity past (Romans 8:29; 
Philippians 4:3; Revelation 20:12) by the Father, who gave His Son a gift 
consisting of a subset of fallen humanity to redeem by His atoning death. All 
those given to Jesus receive the perfect righteousness of the Son through faith 
alone. By this they are qualified for God’s eternal kingdom (John 6:37, 44, 53; 
8:47; 10:26; 13:18; 15:16; 17:9, 24; 1 Corinthians 15:23-28; Ephesians 2:8). 

These Bible truths are centered on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This 
objective fact is the Gospel. We struggle because God’s decision to choose some 
but not all seems unfair but only because we have a corrupted sense of 
“Fairness.” If God were to be fair, all would perish. Fortunately, God is Just … 
Gracious … and Merciful. 

Whether we accept this doctrine of election or not doesn’t change the Bible’s 
central message about a Savior promised by and sent from God the Father who 
humbled Himself by taking on the flesh of humanity as the “Last Adam.” As fully 
human He fulfilled the Father’s requirement for righteousness where Adam 
failed. As fully God, He was able to bear the wrath of the Father for the sins of 
those He was saving. So as Adam brought death to all, Christ brings life to all 
who trust in Him (1st Corinthians 15:22, 45). His sinless life qualified Him to be 
the final “Passover Lamb” so that all who believe in Him will not face the final 
judgment.  
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His resurrection from the grave and His enthronement at the right hand of the 
Father is proof that the Father was satisfied by the work of His Son (Daniel 7:13-
14; Revelation 11:15). 

This redemption accomplished by Christ is the meta-narrative; the main story of 
the Bible. And central to the redemptive story is a God who is sovereign over all 
things, including the freely made choices of men and women to do good and to 
do evil. 
Here is how Peter explained God’s sovereign control. “Ye men of Israel, hear 
these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it.” (Acts 2:22–24). 

It’s important to recognize that these truths are not the ultimate favoritism. 
Instead, what we have here is the ultimate in favor by a God who so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son to redeem a world that was absolutely 
unlovable to a perfectly holy God. This is grace writ large; grace that is 
unmerited favor, not favoritism. The doctrine of election is not a form of sinful 
favoritism, it is the ultimate expression of love and is biblical to its core. 

When we drive this message into the very center of our hearts, our response is 
to love and obey God and Christ more and more, which we can do through the 
power of His Spirit. In this way, we confirm the favor, not favoritism, which He 
has shown us in our election for salvation. May God be glorified in each of us His 
children. 

 

IV. THE “SET TIME” OF GOD’S FAVOR 

“You will arise [and] have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, yes, the set 
time, has come.” Psalm 102:13 
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Favor is an incredible blessing from the Lord. God's favor is one of the greatest 
things you can have upon you. It is the supernatural touch of God upon your life 
and work. Favor marks your life as special. It causes you and your entire life to 
be lifted up above the ordinary and stand out: 

“For You are the glory of their strength, and in Your favor our horn is 
exalted.” Psalm 89:17 

Divine Favor is the key to true and lasting success. Therefore, we should pray for 
favor and receive it by faith. Please know that God desires to bless us with 
favor. 

In Psalm 102:13 (see above), Zion represents the Church. Notice that the set 
time for favor has come! 

Not just any time, but the set time. In looking up the words "set time" in the 
Hebrew, the Blue Letter Bible describes the meaning as: 

1) Appointed Time - Appointed Place 

2) Sacred Season – Appointed Season 

This is very powerful. An Appointed Time, Place, Season! Let's go one step 
further. "Appointed" means a Pre-Determined or Set Appointment. 

I hope you catch this. In a Set Time, The Lord Will Favor Zion! And That Time Has 
Come! 

A. NOW Is The Time Of God’s Favor and Salvation 

I have a new appreciation for this verse penned by the apostle Paul. For years, I 
read it and passed it over because I thought it no longer applied to those who 
had already received God's precious gift of salvation. But recently, God gave me 
fresh revelation of how I can apply the truth of these principles in my daily life. 
Let me share with you some of the divine treasures in this verse from the Word 
of God. 

First, the Lord tells us, “In the time of My favor I heard you.” Favor is an 
awesome biblical word. It can represent God's approval, grace, or mercy. 
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Scripture says that through Jesus, God “received us into favor”. “And all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to 
us the ministry of reconciliation;” (2nd Corinthians 5:18). When we receive Christ 
as our personal Savior, God accepts us and crowns us with His divine favor. Paul 
had a powerful revelation of the importance of favor from God. He said, “Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” (2nd Corinthians 5:20) God 
wants His children to be favor-minded. He wants us to expect ready answers to 
our prayers. When the Lord says, "In the time of My favor I heard you," He is 
speaking of a very intimate and interactive relationship. When we acknowledge 
the favor of God on our lives, we will pray with more confidence and boldness. 
And we will demonstrate a spiritual strength that will enable the Lord to use us 
in mighty ways for His glory. Sometimes, the Holy Spirit will prompt us to pray 
for favor with a certain person, or in a specific situation. We can pray for favor 
with our spouses, our children, our parents, our coworkers, and our bosses. If 
our car breaks down, we can pray for favor for its repair and restoration. In 
times of sickness or injury, we can pray for favor for our healing. When we are 
facing a troubling financial situation, we can pray for favor for divine provision 
and prosperity. The fact is that being favor-minded can make the difference 
between success and failure, debt and lack, sickness and health. 

The next thing that the Lord tells us in 2nd Corinthians 6:2 is, “…I have heard 
thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: 
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”. The 
word “Salvation” can mean Deliverance, Rescue, Release, Restoration, Healing, 
or Victory. It can also represent God's "Saving Acts". In the book of Exodus, 
“And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still (Firm, Confident, 
Undismayed) and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to 
day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no 
more for ever. (Exodus 14:13,14) We all face situations on a daily basis that cry 
out for this kind of salvation that only the Lord can work.  
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As soldiers of Christ, we are in a constant battle with the forces of darkness, and 
we can call upon our Commander-in-Chief at any time to fight for us. David 
declared, “He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord 
belong the issues from death.” (Psalm 68:20) 

Whether we need deliverance from disease, pain, debt, heartbreak, addiction, 
or anything else, our God will save and deliver us as we walk in close fellowship 
with Him on a moment-by-moment basis. The prophet Jeremiah wrote: “It is 
good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
the Lord.” (Lamentations 3:26) In dangerous or tense situations, praying for the 
salvation of the Lord can offer us and our loved ones protection and peace. 

Paul ends 2nd Corinthians 6:2 with these words: “Behold, NOW is the accepted 
time; behold, NOW is the day of salvation.)” When I am facing tough 
circumstances, I declare this verse out loud, and I literally shout the word 
"NOW" over my situation, calling God's favor and salvation power to manifest 
on my behalf. What situations are you facing today that are begging for the 
favor and salvation of the Lord? 
 

V. HOW TO ACTIVATE GOD’S FAVOR 

Romans 12:2: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Change Your Thinking – Where the mind goes there the body would follow. As a 
man thinks so is he. You have to picture yourself as loved and accepted by God. 
Your thinking should be of Favor. Imagine yourself as loved and highly Favored 
by God. Whenever I see a promise in the bible, I put myself in the picture and I 
imagine the promise come to pass in my life.  

Joshua 1:8 says, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.  
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So, you can activate the Favor of God in your life by meditating on divine Favor. 
Do not expect the worst, expect the best.  

Don’t imagine yourself as a loser, imagine yourself as winner. What you look 
longest becomes strongest in your heart. 

1. Expect Favor – “For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be 
cut off.” (Proverbs 23:18). You attract what you expect. If you expect 
misfortune, then you have robbed yourself of favor. Set your mind on good 
things. 

2. Sow Favor – The Bible says we shall reap whatever we sow… “Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” (Galatians 6:7). Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy. So 
be merciful to other people. Sow favor into the life of those that don’t deserve 
it and you will also activate favor that you do not deserve. Look for those that 
cannot necessarily repay you and show them favor and you will activate the 
favor of God over your life. 

3. Declare Favor – You shall have what you say. (Mark 11:23). Our words rule us. 
God created the heavens and earth using words. We are made in the image and 
likeness of God, so we are to create like Him. So use your words to create your 
world. Speak Favor over your life on a daily basis and you will experience 
change. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

So, ask yourself this question: am I walking in the favor of God (F.O.G.) in my 
life? Be honest. Am I walking according to my pattern of what I want? Am I 
walking in His favor? Is that the witness of the Spirit to my spirit? That God and I 
are on the same track. We're on the same time table. We want the same things. 
I desire the same objectives in my life. I desire the same goals in my life as God's 
wants. Am I walking in His Spirit? By His Spirit? Do I want the same things that 
God wants for my life? Are my desires the desires of God? Ask yourself the 
question: “Is This What God Wants?” 
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Sometimes, watch this, God will want more for you than you want for yourself. 
Sometimes, He'll want something better for you. You'll say, “I don't deserve it”. 
That's not what God says. Sometimes you'll think, “Well, I couldn't ever deserve 
it”. That may be exactly what God wants. 

Watch this, God is not a task master. God is an awesome, wonderful, exciting, 
beloved Heavenly Father, who wants the best for us in every area of our life. He 
wants us to do what? He Wants Us To Walk In His Favor. 

But to walk in His favor, I Must Learn To Listen To Him. That's the first step. 
What does that mean? That means I want to walk with His approval. I want to 
walk with His acceptance, His support, His provision, His divine energy, and His 
joy. Learning to listen to God is lesson number one. Amen? 

The Apostle Paul’s words to the Corinthians still ring true. “As God’s fellow 
workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For He says, ‘In the time 
of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.’ I tell you, now 
is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:1-2). 

If everything is going well right now, thank God for this season of tangible 
blessings. Yet don’t feel entitled to this favor. You didn’t earn it. Without God, it 
would all be impossible. Keep walking in faith, and remain in His favor. 

“But if favor seems hard to find right now, don’t give up. Favor is never bound 
by circumstances. It can track you down and bless you, even in the hardest of 
times.” 

If you’re stuck in a dysfunctional home, abusive relationship, or a dead-end job, 
His favor is still there. Never stop looking for it. 

And as you’re looking, pay attention to what God has put in front of you today. 

When you pray for His favor, He will respond with an opportunity. That may 
come in the form of a simple instruction from God. Your obedience will 
determine whether or not you walk in the blessings of that opportunity. 
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Imagine what would have happened if distractions had kept Noah from obeying 
God and building the ark. Seize the opportunities before you! 

If you truly want to walk in God’s favor, it’s not about who you are, but Who is 
inside of you. Obey Him today and know that wherever God leads you, His favor 
will follow. 

SEEK The Favor Of God Today…NOW…and then PRAY For It Often. BELIEVE that 
GOD Wants To Endow You With HIS BLESSINGS. As you do this, you will discover 
You Have Moved From The “SURVIVAL” Mode Into The “FAVORED” Mode. 

This Is How You “LEARN HOW TO MERIT GOD’S UNMERITED FAVOR” …  

This Is How You “LEARN HOW TO WALK IN THE F.O.G. … FAVOR OF GOD” Amen. 

 


