
BIBLE STUDY LESSON 

“LEARNING HOW GOD USES A CRISIS TO BRING ABOUT HIS GOODNESS” 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: “ROMANS 8: 28-30” 

By Bishop Dr. Julian E. Turner, Sr. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

As Human Beings, we are accustomed to believing that unplanned changes 
caused by a crisis are not our friends because they tend to threaten and upset 
the balance of our nature and livelihood. However, what looks like unplanned 
changes to us maybe God’s plan according to His purpose. But can God use a 
crisis to bring about His goodness and mercy to an individual or a nation? Since 
crises are the staircase to new appointments and opportunities in the journeys 
of life. 

The answer is yes. Even so, the plans of the Lord always carry with her the 
potential to move us to a new level of experience. According to His purpose, 
God can allow changes when it is ordained to take us to Mount Pisgah so we can 
see the Promised Land. He says I know my plans for you are good, to bring you 
to an expected, or a successful end. 

Hence, the Lord gave us the Bible as our guide and light to lead us in a dark 
world by which He assures us of the future. He is sovereign over the affairs of 
men. The writings of the scripture are enough proof of the plan of God to us. 

In the same way, God has revealed the truth of His sovereignty to Daniel 
including his friends while facing a difficult situation in Babylon, the capital of 
the world.  Babylon at that time in world history was the strongest among the 
nations, also doubling as the tech-capital of the then world. Even at that, our 
sovereign God did not insulate Daniel and his three friends from the crisis at 
that time. It was in a time of a great spiritual and moral crisis where death was a 
choice to escape the horrors of that time. 

Today, the same Lord did not insulate the church from the consequences of the 
unplanned changes in the present crisis of the pandemic.   

 



(Cont. 2) 
 

For this reason, the Church must relearn the lesson of God's sovereignty over 
the affairs of man to move to a new level. 

The church can draw lessons from the biblical experience of the past to live in 
the present. That is why the writings of the Old Testament prophets are for our 
instruction in navigating difficult terrain and situations that includes the crisis of 
the Coronavirus outbreak. 

Not that the Lord allowed the crisis to rattle the church to her foundation, but 
that the church might move to a new position higher in assuming her place in 
the world. Secondly, the church must put her house in working order as the next 
likely scenario. That is why I believe that God allowed, ordained that it should 
happen, including every single change and the consequence. 

Therefore, whatsoever is happening tied to the truth of the steady march of 
creation. Because the invisible God allowed it. His authority is undisputed and 
His permission is unhindered. Hence, nothing in our world happens without His 
sign and seal. Without His permission, all the plans of man and all the enemies 
of God shall end up in vain. 

According to the Book of Romans chapter 8:28, we also know and believe that 
God is working all things together according to His purpose and His perfect will. 
 

I. WHAT DOES “ROMANS 8:28” REALLY MEAN? 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). 

Paul, in Romans, spends considerable time talking about the nature of sin 
(Romans 1-3). He also talks about justification by faith alone (chapters 4-5). 
Additionally, he helps Christians understand their new identity in Christ, growth 
in grace, and glorification (Romans 6-8), the sovereignty of God (chapters 9-11), 
and then ends with practical application meant to help Christians live before the 
face of God (Romans 12-16). 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+1-3
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+4%3b+romans+5
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+6-8
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+9%3b+romans+10%3b+romans+11
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+12-16
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Romans 8:28-30 is considered “The Golden Chain of Salvation,” a beautiful 
description of biblical truth concerning the Lord’s activity in the life of the 
Christian. After these verses in Romans 8:31-39, Paul beautifully articulates the 
security of the Christian. 

A. God’s Will For His People 

While it’s crucial we understand the context and aim of the book of Romans to 
get a good handle on why it was written, we will spend our brief time in this 
lesson answering the questions, “What is the meaning of Romans 8:28, and 
does God really work all things for good?” To answer this question and 
understand what Paul teaches in Romans 8:28, we must consider the hidden 
and revealed will of the Lord by looking at Deuteronomy 29:29. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 declares that the Lord has two wills, “One Hidden” and 
“One Revealed.” When I speak of the Lord having “Two Wills,” I do not mean 
that the Lord is divided within Himself. The Lord has revealed Himself as self-
existent and unchangeable (Isaiah 43:10; 44:6,8) in a unity of “Three Distinct 
Persons”, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with each person distinct from the other 
yet identical in essence. All this means is God is neither conflicted, nor divided, 
but exists outside of our time and space as infinite, majestic, holy, and entirely 
beyond what our finite minds can fully grasp apart from His revealed Word. 

1. The Hidden Will of God 

The Hidden Will of God is known as His Decretive Will (To Decree) and includes 
all the Lord has ordained. The Decretive Will of God establishes every event in 
history, including all the thoughts and hidden intentions of every person. It’s 
essential to understand that while the Lord works out everything according to 
the counsel of His sovereign will (Ephesians 1:11), not everything God ordains in 
His Hidden Will is necessarily pleasing to Himself. 

For example, God hates evil, but He sovereignly turns what was meant for evil 
around “For The Good” of His people (Genesis 50:20) to achieve a greater good 
that pleases Him, namely, the growth of His people in the grace of the Lord 
Jesus (Romans 8:28). 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28-30
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a31-39
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=de+29%3a29
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=de+29%3a29
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=isa+43%3a10
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=isaiah+44%3a6%3b+isaiah+44%3a8
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=eph+1%3a11
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ge+50%3a20
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28
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2. The Revealed Will of God 

The Revealed Will of God is known as “The Prescriptive Will”, which describes 
what the Lord God finds pleasing. For example, when the Scriptures teach 
Christians about the will of the Lord in Ephesians 5:17 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 
Paul has “The Prescriptive Will of God” in mind. 

History Belongs to God and Testifies to His Revealed Character. Finite Creatures 
can't know the hidden will of God when they are going through very challenging 
situations. You and I can only look back in history and know only part of what 
The Lord’s Hidden Will Was and only know it because God’s Decretive Will 
always come to pass. Whatever happens in history manifests itself in real-time 
and space because God ordained it in His sovereign but Hidden Will. 

Christians are not to seek out The Hidden Will of God. Instead, the people of 
God are to live by what has been “Revealed” in the 66 books, which constitute 
the inspired, inerrant, sufficient, clear, and Authoritative Word of God. To that 
end, Christians are to obey the commandments of God by the grace of God to 
Honor, Please, and Worship the Lord God in every facet and stage of life. 

By understanding the difference between The Hidden Will of God and The 
Revealed Will of God, we can now answer the question posed at the beginning 
of this lesson … “What Does Romans 8:28 Really Mean?” 

Rather than causing anxiety about what will happen or what might happen in 
our lives, as is often the case for many Christians, these truths should comfort 
the people of God. Christians have real peace because of Christ alone (Romans 
5:1-5) and can know peace in experience and practice in their daily lives 
(Philippians 4:6-8), so they can grow to be like Christ (Romans 8:28). 

Christ, The Lord of Peace who alone is entirely righteous, The Rock of Refuge 
(Psalm 18:2), and very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1) for the people of 
God also summons God’s people to the throne of grace to find help in their time 
of need from their High Priest, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:16-18). 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=eph+5%3a17
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=1th+4%3a13
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+5%3a1-5
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+5%3a1-5
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=php+4%3a6-8
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ro+8%3a28
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ps+18%3a2
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ps+46%3a1
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II. “EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON” 

True or False? Is this “Scripture or Worldly Wisdom?” (Discuss) 

When we see people going through tough times, or when we are in the midst of 
them ourselves, we like to have something to say. Often, we don’t know what 
to say, so we toss around platitudes like “Everything Happens For A Reason.” It 
gives us a bit of comfort, some sense of control, or an illusion of understanding. 
Experience tells us that it has to be true, and of course it’s biblical...at least we 
think it is. 

But it’s not! This bit of Worldly Wisdom is not only Unbiblical, but can also lead 
to a misunderstanding of Who God Really Is. If we take that line of thinking to 
its logical conclusion, we are really saying that God enjoys the pain and suffering 
of others. 

But you see, Scripture does not teach that…not at all. The bad things in life 
happen not because God orchestrates it all, but because of us and our sin. The 
effects of sin are severe! When we chose to follow our ways instead of God’s, 
we had to deal with the consequences: disaster, destruction, abuse, neglect, 
struggle, pain, and loss. Our sin--our hurtful, selfish, greedy actions--cause a lot 
of bad things to happen in this world. It’s our sin, and the sins of the other 
billions of human beings on this earth, that cause the bad we see all around us. 

“Everything Happens For A Reason.” “God Won’t Give You More Than You Can 
Handle.” “God Has A Plan For You.” Have you ever said one of these? I know I 
have. In many cases, these words and other spiritual sayings can be great 
sources of comfort to people during difficult times. But that’s not always the 
case. In our Bible Study Lesson starting today, we want to take a closer look at 
the Christian clichés that come easily to our lips when we’re confronted with a 
crisis or put in an awkward situation. 

I’m not expecting us to conclude it’s wrong to say these things. In many cases, 
these words can be very soothing. But it’s important for us to ask why we say 
them.  



(Cont. 6) 
 

I believe they are often said, not to offer comfort, but to provide some sort of 
explanation when there really is no explanation.  

There are Two Things we human beings don’t particularly like: Silence and 
Mystery. And we really can’t stand A Mysterious Silence! So, when we’re faced 
with a situation that has no logical explanation, we will put an end to the 
mystery and shatter the silence by saying something that we think will be 
helpful, probably because someone once said it to us.  

When we simply don’t know how to respond, we lean on these Christian 
truisms, which one author called “Spiritual Urban Legends.” That same author 
said, “Sometimes we treat the Bible as if it’s a series of sound bites and little 
sayings that we can put on T-Shirts, Coffee Cups, and Posters. But it’s a big 
book.” 

I believe when we use a Christian cliché, we are hoping to accomplish two 
things. First it provides an answer to the mystery that has confronted us, no 
matter how misguided or theologically inadequate that answer may be. And 
Second, it provides us a way out of the conversation. When someone tells us 
that they were just diagnosed with cancer, it’s a bit of a conversation stopper. 
So, we respond as we have learned, with a saying that we think conveys care 
and concern and some vague sense of spirituality, like “Don’t worry, God 
doesn’t give us more than we can handle.” Then we give the person a hug and 
leave. The problem is, we may have done more harm than good. 

We think that these sayings make the other person feel better. But in many 
cases, they don’t. Instead, they make us feel better because we’ve done 
something in a situation where there’s really nothing we can do. We don’t like 
to feel helpless or out of control. So, instead of sitting with the person in their 
pain and despair, which is a really hard thing to do but may be exactly what the 
person needs, we speak into the mysterious silence words that we think convey 
hope. And then we walk away. 

So, what do you say when faced with these kinds of situations? When we feel 
like we have to say something, what can we offer? 
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First of all, sometimes the best thing you can do is be quiet. As one writer said, 
“When you have nothing to say, say nothing.” As hard as it is, sit with the other 
person in their pain. Offer a hand to hold. Listen to what they are saying. You’ll 
learn more about how to care for the other person by simply being present with 
them. 

If you absolutely have to say something, think about it first. I honestly don’t 
remember what I prayed when many of you and others lost their loved ones, 
but I do remember saying, “God Is With You.” That’s what Romans 8:28 says, in 
ALL Translations. No matter what circumstance you are in, God is with you. No 
matter how you got there, be it a failing body or your own boneheaded choices, 
God is with you. No matter what the outcome will be, God is with you. That’s 
the role of grace in the midst of our tragedies. Life may never be the same, but 
life can still be good. God is at work to help make that so. 

Life is hard. Stuff happens. I know that’s not very pastoral of me to say, but it’s 
true, isn’t it? Sometimes things happen for no good reason and blaming God as 
a way of explaining it only makes matters worse. Instead, let’s choose to 
worship a God who works for good in all things, even the things we screwed up. 
God is always there for us, not teaching us lessons by causing things to happen, 
but loving us through things that happen. Our hope is not dependent upon 
finding a reason to explain why bad things happen; our hope is founded on the 
belief that God is with us. Whether there’s a reason or no reason, God is with 
us. In all things. Always. Thanks be to God. 

 

III. DOES EVERYTHING HAPPEN FOR A REASON? 

From the Christian perspective, everything happens for a reason. The Bible says 
that God, "...works all things after the counsel of His will," (Eph. 1:11).  This 
means that every event that occurs does so after God's plan. God is not 
arbitrary. He knows all things (1 John 3:20), and since he created the universe, 
he created it knowing how all things would occur due to his ordination.   

 

https://carm.org/dictionary-god
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20John%203.20
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Therefore, everything that God permits to occur he permits for a reason 
whether it be good or bad (Acts 4:27-28).  However, we may not know what the 
reason always is.  But as Christians, we must trust that God's ways are above 
our ways (Isaiah 55:9) and that the Lord is directing our steps (Proverbs 16:9). 

***God causes the weather, Job. 37:6-13, “For to the snow He says, ‘Fall on the 
earth,’ and to the downpour and the rain, ‘Be strong.’ 7 “He seals the hand of 
every man, That all men may know His work. 8 “Then the beast goes into its lair, 
and remains in its den. 9 “Out of the south comes the storm, And out of the 
north the cold. 10 “From the breath of God ice is made, and the expanse of the 
waters is frozen. 11 “Also with moisture He loads the thick cloud; He disperses 
the cloud of His lightning. 12 “And it changes direction, turning around by His 
guidance, that it may do whatever He commands it on the face of the inhabited 
earth. 13 “Whether for correction, or for His world, or for loving-kindness, He 
causes it to happen." 

***The Lord does what he pleases, Psalm 135:6, "Whatever the Lord pleases, He 
does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps." 

***God does according to his will, Dan. 4:35, "All the inhabitants of the earth 
are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of earth. And no one can ward off His hand 
or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’" " 

***God has a predetermined plan, Acts 2:23, "This Man, delivered up by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 
hands of godless men and put Him to death." 

***God determines times and boundaries, Acts 17:26, "and He [God] made 
from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation. 

Cause and Effect 

Within Christianity, there is the concept of cause and effect. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%204.27-28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2055.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Prov%2016.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job.%2037.6-13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%20135.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan.%204.35
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2017.26
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Though this is not in the same realm as God's decreed purpose, we can say that 
certain things occur because other things have happened. 

***"Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully," (2 Corinthians 9:6). 

***Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he 
will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life," (Galatians 6:7-8). 

So, we could say that one of the reasons things happen is because there are 
natural consequences of what we do. If I put my hand in a fire, the effect will be 
that I get burned. If I lie, not only have I sinned, the consequences of lying can 
be severe. If I break the law, there are consequences varying degrees as 
well.  Therefore, we can clearly see that one of the reasons things happen is 
because they are the natural consequences of our actions. But, as far as God 
ordaining and having a purpose for everything, we must, as Christians, 
acknowledge that God has a reason for everything that he allows to occur.  

Let's look at things logically. 

1. God knows all things that will occur and might occur in different 
circumstances. 

2. Since God created the universe, whatever exists does so because God causes 
or allows it to exist. 

3. Nothing surprises God, or he would not know all things. 

4. Since God has all power, He can accomplish whatever he desires within our 
universe. 

5. Since God has all knowledge, then everything is known by God and must fit 
within his purpose. 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor%209.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%206.7-8
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Non-Christian perspective 

There are different non-Christian perspectives in the world. In an atheistic 
worldview where no God exists, occurrences are more or less random.  The 
atheist perspective teaches that people must muddle through "accidents" and 
"incidents" and make the best of them. There is no reason and no purpose from 
a divine mind for the things that occur.  Life just happens. 

In other non-Christian religious systems, there are a variety of purposes that 
various concepts of their gods would entail. In Hinduism with reincarnation, 
one's purpose is to grow in wisdom and attain Nirvana. In Confucianism purpose 
is based on learning and denying oneself.  In Islam purpose is derived from Allah 
who arbitrarily decrees heaven and hell for his followers. 

Therefore, God knows all things and is all-powerful, and it cannot be that God is 
surprised or that whatever occurs does so outside of the knowledge and control 
of the Almighty. Therefore, since God works all things after the counsel of his 
will (Ephesians 1:11), then we must conclude that God has a purpose for 
everything that occurs. 

As I’ve said before when tackling tough questions and concerns, we must be 
ever so careful not to be foolish and rush in where angels fear to tread, not to 
let our own pride lead us into the missteps of Job and his friends! Job felt he had 
a right to know the “reason” for his overwhelming pain and suffering while his 
friends seemed utterly sure of the “reason” he was suffering. Both attitudes 
were prideful rather than faithful pursuits! 

 

IV. ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD 

 When we hear Bible verses about things working “For The Good,” it’s easy to 
feel happy and warm and satisfied. They’re talking about good things! Good 
things for us! Those good things we’ve been wanting or working toward or 
longing for… right? Not exactly. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph%201.11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
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Romans 8:28 is a classic, popular example of a verse like this: “And we know 
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” Okay, so we love God, and then things are 
good for us? Actually, this verse actually goes much deeper than that. We’ve 
been getting it all wrong. 

Here are three important takeaways from this verse that offer us so much more: 

1. The “Good” this verse talks about isn’t necessarily what we might think is 
good. Our American culture is one that highly values getting what we want and 
getting it when we want it. That’s what the world would call “Good” -- getting 
exactly what your heart desires on the exact time frame you envision with zero 
complications and a nice big bow on top. The “good” referred to in this verse, 
however, is not our idea of good, but God’s. His purposes and plans for our lives 
are far greater than we could ever comprehend, and He knows what is best for 
us as we grow and become more like Christ in our maturity. This verse is not at 
all promising that we will get whatever we want, but instead giving us the 
guarantee that God is working for us, knowing what is truly best for us as we 
grow closer to Him. 

2. Our calling is a relationship with Him. The first chapter of Romans (read it 
here!) addresses our calling: it is to be in a loving, belonging relationship with 
Jesus Christ. It is more than just a simple invitation. We are brought close to 
Him in a deep and life-changing relationship, which is why Jesus came to earth 
to die for us. This calling is the whole message of the Gospel! He came to make a 
way for us to be with Him. So often, we can get off track when it comes to 
considering our calling-- we might feel like we don’t have one, that we aren’t 
special enough to be called to do anything important for God’s kingdom, or that 
our calling is in the past and no longer applies. Verse 28 helps to remind us that 
our calling is God’s purpose for our lives, and each one of us have a unique 
purpose that our life is designed to serve to bring glory to God. 

3. His ultimate purpose is eternity with us. This verse seems vague about “His 
Purpose,” but we know as keep reading in Romans 8 that the end result is glory. 
It’s the grand finale of a life of faith.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8.html
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It’s why Jesus came, it’s why we’ve been offered such grace and mercy, it’s why 
He offers us forgiveness of all of our sins, and it’s why He is at work in each of 
our lives. He wants us to live with Him forever in glorious eternity. 

This might not sit well with you. (I confess it was challenging for me personally 
to realize the reality might be more difficult than this verse would lead you to 
believe at first glance!) You might read those three points and feel uneasy or 
frustrated or totally uninterested. You might wish that it all was as easy as 
loving God and then things being good. (Wouldn’t that be nice?) You might be 
wanting more concrete instructions, or hoping someone would just tell you 
what your calling is and give you a roadmap for how to live it out… but sadly, 
the life of faith takes a lot more trust in God’s timing and sovereignty. Faith 
takes, well, faith. 

This verse goes against the way our world works and reminds us we aren’t in 
control at all. It reminds us that there will be things in our lives that we don’t 
like at all or would never have hoped for-- things we would quickly label as 
“Bad” and not “Good” at all. There are tragedies and diagnoses and death, even 
for those who are faithful followers of God. Those things might not make any 
sense to us while we are living on this Earth, but this verse gives us the 
assurance that the Lord is in control and never unaware of what we’re going 
through. 

No matter how difficult “All Things” in our lives might be, we can take comfort 
knowing that God is at work, orchestrating everything in a way that brings him 
glory and is for our good, even when it doesn’t feel like it. The glory is coming, 
and it will be more than worth it all when it does! 

A. God’s Providential Activity 

Romans 8:28 is a passage that significantly fits into the theme of God’s 
providential activity. We will now examine several key elements within this 
important passage. 
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“We Know” 

The expression “We Know” exudes an air of confidence. In a context where 
suffering is a major portion of the discussion, it is important that the apostle 
establishes the truth that hardships in the life of the Christian do not imply that 
God is unconcerned with his plight. One of the major points of focus in the 
narrative seems to be this: how does one reconcile the seeming discrepancy 
between the status of being children of God and the reality of Christian 
suffering (v. 17)? The truth of the matter is, the Lord is pursuing a plan that is far 
above our limited ability to comprehend. In spite of life’s hardships, we must be 
able to say we know he is a providential companion in our lives. 

We know that GOD is working in our lives because divine revelation testifies of 
such. The examples of biblical history establish it, and this glorious truth is set 
forth emphatically in such passages as the very one under consideration. 

Many expositors would cite experience as well. But to argue providence on the 
basis of experience is a slippery slope—because experience is so subjective. 
Even in a case where providence is certain (from a consideration of the divine 
record), Mordecai could only ask of Esther: “Who knows whether or not you 
have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14). And Paul 
could but comment to Philemon—of mysterious events in the life of Onesimus: 
“Perhaps he was therefore parted from you for a season, that you should have 
him for ever” (Philemon 15). 

Confident knowledge, therefore, is grounded in objective revelation—not 
subjective speculation. 

“All Things” 

Let us attempt to put into balance one of the more crucial phrases of the text: 
“All Things.” What does this include? What does it not include? 

(1) It is not necessary to conclude that the “All” of “All Things” is absolutely 
unlimited in scope. Frequently it is the case in biblical literature that the use of 
“All” is a figure known as a synecdoche, whereby the whole is put for a part. 
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When Matthew records that the people of “all” Judea, and “all” the region in 
the vicinity of the Jordan were immersed by John (Matthew 3:5), it is obvious 
that the term “all” is not to be pressed literally. Elsewhere we are told that “all 
the people” received John’s baptism, and thereby “justified God” (Luke 7:29-
30). And yet, within the same context the reader is informed that the Pharisees 
and the lawyers did not accept John’s baptism. “All” does not always mean 
“all.” 

In 1st Corinthians 2:15, Paul affirmed that the “Spiritual Man,” i.e., the man who 
possesses a supernatural measure of the Holy Spirit, is able to “Judge All 
Things.” The Greek verb is anakrino, which suggests the idea of determining the 
true value of an object. Does this mean that the man so described was 
supernaturally qualified to judge livestock, the value of precious metals, or a 
variety of other objects? Or is the expression “All Things” limited to the 
immediate context (Colossians 1:20; Ephesians 1:11)? The answer is too obvious 
to require expression. 

(2) Similarly, the “All Things” of Romans 8:28 must be qualified by the context in 
which it is found. The portion of Paul’s Roman letter in which this phrase occurs 
focuses upon the presence of suffering in the saint’s life. The apostle notes, for 
example, that if “we suffer with him,” such is of no abiding import, because, 
ultimately, we also will be “glorified with him” (8:17). Paul mentions that the 
“sufferings [the plural suggesting a diversity] of this present time [earthly 
existence] are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed” eventually (v. 18). 

The apostle observes that the entire creation, in the divine scheme of things, 
has been subjected to a “vanity,” i.e., a bondage characterized by corruption 
(vv. 20-21). There is groaning and pain associated with this current state of 
man’s existence (v. 22), and from that groaning the Christian is not exempt (v. 
23). The child of God, therefore, must exercise patience under these 
circumstances (v. 25), praying for Heaven’s blessings in the meantime. 
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In his distressed state, the Christian’s prayer efforts may be pursued in pain and 
without precise knowledge. Never mind; the Spirit of God will assist the 
stumbling petitioner (vv. 26-27).  

It is out of this background that Paul then says: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.”  

(3) But the sacred writer continues. He asks: What then shall we say about 
“these things”? (v. 31). He argues that if God has not held back the greatest gift 
of all—his own son—does it not stand to reason that he will provide for us “all 
things” necessary for our spiritual welfare, thus providentially caring for us? (v. 
32). 

Then, in a series of pointed questions, Paul asks: “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ [i.e., the love Christ has for us]?” Shall tribulation, or anguish, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No; none of these 
hardships—no force, visible or invisible—can frustrate the divine plan of 
Almighty God (vv. 35-39). 

This is the meaning of “All Things” in context. 

We must now raise this question: is there anything in the view here set forth 
that is at variance with information contained elsewhere in the sacred writings? 
We respectfully suggest there is not. Rather, there are multiple texts that 
buttress our affirmation. 

Before we are prepared to discuss some of these cases, a brief observation is in 
order. It should be noted that Romans 8:28 does not affirm that 
God causes afflictions to occur. The Lord is not the source of earth’s ills, or those 
that befall his people. He permits them, but he does not generate them, 
necessarily. There is a difference. (There were times, of course, in the Old 
Testament when the Lord brought hardships upon his own people because of 
their sins [Judges 6:1]. But even these episodes were designed to be benevolent 
in nature.) 
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But we must comment further regarding the limitations of the “all things.” Note 
several items: 

(1) One should not interpret everything that happens as an instance of 
providence. There are thousands of trivial things that may not result necessarily 
from divine activity, or work to one’s good. The prospect of providential activity 
is an exciting potential, but providence is not a rote, mechanistic process that is 
an automatic cause-and-effect situation. 

(2) Providence does not overrule one’s free will. If a person chooses to rebel 
against the Creator and he turns away from the Savior, God will not coerce him, 
even through providential means, into submission. One must be honest, open, 
pliable, and submissive to Heaven’s will. Jehovah respects the volitional 
constitution with which he has endowed—even honored—us. 

(3) One could never rationalize: “Since God works ‘all things’ for my good, I do 
not need to refrain from sin, for the Lord will use even evil for my ultimate 
welfare” (Romans 6:1). A denominational preacher, some years ago, in 
attempting to defend the Calvinistic dogma of “once-saved, always-saved,” 
declared that he could commit adultery, and God ultimately would work it out 
for his good. This is a corrupt misapplication of Romans 8:28. 

(4) The good that God works may not be apparent immediately. It may be years 
before one realizes the benefits that result from heart-breaking events. In fact, 
one may never—in this life—see the effect of Heaven’s beneficent hand. The 
patriarch Job passed through many trials as he was used as a pawn of Satan to 
challenge God’s integrity. Though he was delivered of his afflictions and blessed 
richly at the conclusion of the ordeal, we actually do not know whether or not 
he ever was privy, while still on earth, to why all those terrible calamities came 
upon him. God is still working good—whether we ever realize it or not! 

(5) Finally, we must add this note: We believe that some well-meaning students 
have attempted to assign a forced meaning to the “all things” of this passage. 
They allege that the phrase refers merely to the combined elements of the plan 
of redemption, e.g., prophecy, types, Bible facts, commands, promises, etc.  
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This view, we feel, is unnatural. It divorces the passage from its immediate 
context, and reflects, perhaps, a reactionary mode against certain erroneous 
ideas associated with human tragedy and the operation of God. In our 
judgment, this viewpoint is not supported by the evidence. 

“Work Together” 

The verb “work together” (sunergeo) is an active voice, present tense form, 
which indicates that the activity orchestrated by God is ongoing. The Lord is as 
providentially active on behalf of his people today as he was in biblical times. 

Too, the compound elements of the verb suggest an intricate plan whose 
components are harmoniously operating toward a grand conclusion.  

“For Good” 

God allows adverse circumstances to work together “for good” for his people 
generally. The term “Good” is the Greek agathos (used 112 times in the New 
Testament). One aspect of the word has to do with that which is “beneficial in 
its effect”, and this seems to be the thrust of the expression in this passage. God 
is working out things for his people that will result in their ultimate “good,” i.e., 
heaven. “The Christian’s career must have a good ending, because at every step 
in it he is in the hands of God and is carrying out the Divine purpose”.  

While it is not necessary to contend that God orchestrates each instance of 
adversity in the Christian’s life so as to bring good out of it, we do believe the 
Scriptures indicate that, ultimately, Heaven’s purpose will be realized—even in 
the hard features of life, e.g., persecutions. We are confident that there is an 
encouragement in this passage which prompts the child of God to entertain a 
positive attitude toward the straits of life, viewing them as character building, 
and as mere steps to an everlasting glory. 

Let us now consider some examples which we believe illustrate the principle 
that God, as ruler of the universe, is able to take painful circumstances, even 
when initiated by evil men, and work them for the good of his people. 
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(1) There is the case of Joseph. As a lad of seventeen years, he was sold by 
jealous brothers into Egyptian slavery. An evil woman lusted for him, and when 
he refused her advances, she bore false testimony against him. He was thrown 
into prison where he languished for several years. But because Jehovah “was 
with him” (Genesis 39:21), eventually Joseph was elevated to a place of great 
authority. By and by, of course, he became the instrument by which the family 
of Jacob was received into the safety of Egypt, having been spared from a 
terrible famine in Canaan. All of this intricate maneuvering was providential—in 
view of the coming Messiah. 

There were many evil attitudes and actions in this amazing chain of events—
none of which God was responsible for; and yet, astoundingly, the sovereign 
Lord was able to implement his sacred purpose in all of these distressing 
matters. One of the most breathtaking verses in the entire book of Genesis is 
that which records the words of Joseph at the twilight of his life. To his 
brothers, he confided: “And as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 
meant it for good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” 
(Genesis 50:20). 

(2) In the divine scheme of things, it was the will of God that the Messiah should 
descend from the tribe of Judah—a tribe that was to wield the “scepter” of a 
kingly administration (Genesis 49:10). And yet, in the waning days of the judges, 
when Israel grew weary of Jehovah’s theocratic reign over them, they sought a 
ruler of their own fashion (1st Samuel 8:6-7), that they might be more 
heathenish than divine. 

The first man to be elevated to the role of king was Saul, the son of Kish. 
However, he was not from the tribe of Judah; rather, he was of Benjamin (1st 
Samuel 9:1). God selected him as Israel’s ruler, acceding to their demands 
(8:22), not because he was ideal, but because he was the very sort of 
man they wanted—a strong and courageous military leader who could do for 
them what they felt the Lord had not done!  
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But the prophet Hosea later puts the matter into clearer focus when, on behalf 
of Jehovah, he enunciates this principle: “I have given you a king in my anger, 
and have taken him away in my wrath” (13:11). 

That does not mean that God is impulsively “angry,” as men sometimes are. No, 
this reflects a figure of speech known as anthropopathism, whereby a human 
emotion is attributed to deity in order to emphasize a point. The term is 
designed to highlight the Lord’s intense disapproval of humanity’s desire to be 
free of divine restraint. 

Even before Saul received his anointing as monarch, Jehovah, through Samuel, 
warned the Hebrews of the dark days that lay ahead—those distressing times 
that would be characteristic of Saul’s reign. 

Now here is a crucial point: God was not responsible for bringing a king to the 
throne. Nor was he responsible for the wicked, headstrong temperament of the 
surly ruler. Nevertheless, the Lord was able to use even the weaknesses of a 
man like Saul so as to prepare the way for David’s eventual ascension to the 
throne. It was, at this historical point, that a lineage from Judah was set in place 
that would facilitate the fulfillment of Genesis 49:10. And so the less-than-
desirable administration of Saul was brilliantly employed by the all-powerful 
God to bring about a higher good. 

(3) The New Testament record contains similar examples. For instance, 
following the martyrdom of Stephen, a vicious persecution was unleashed 
against the newly established family of Christ. It was led by no less of a foe than 
Saul of Tarsus, whose unholy ambition was to exterminate the cause of Jesus 
the Nazarene (cf. Acts 8:3; 9:1). Disciples fled from Jerusalem and went 
throughout Judea and Samaria. But everywhere they went, they were 
“preaching the word” (8:4). God turned adversity into victory. Trials can fuel 
evangelistic fervor. Checkmate! 

(4) When Paul concluded his third missionary campaign, he went to Jerusalem, 
bearing a collection of money from Asian and European churches to be 
conveyed to needy folks in Judea (Rom. 15:25; 1st Cor. 16:2; 2nd Cor. 8-9). 
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While in the holy city, the apostle was falsely accused of defiling the temple (by 
escorting a Gentile into the sacred area which was for Jews exclusively). Paul 
was arrested and abused. He was subsequently taken to Caesarea where he was 
imprisoned for two years. Eventually, he appealed his case to Caesar and, after 
a harrowing voyage, finally arrived in Rome. For two years he labored under 
house arrest, awaiting the disposition of his case (Acts 28). 

During his two-year confinement, he continued to proclaim the gospel—quite 
obviously with considerable success. The apostle’s influence reached even into 
Caesar’s “household” (Philippians 4:22). Some of the details of these days may 
be learned from incidental references in the books of Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon—which he penned during this two-year span. 

From the first chapter of Philippians it becomes apparent that, during this time 
frame, some of the brethren in Rome became envious of Paul’s successes and, 
incredibly, sought to “raise up affliction” for the noble apostle (1:17). 

It is at this point that we must remind ourselves again that God was not 
responsible for any of these evils that befell his ambassador to the Gentiles. 
God did not cause the riot in Jerusalem. God did not have his apostle thrown 
into prison. God did not generate the malicious accusations against Paul. And 
God did not instill within certain brethren this unconscionable desire to create 
hardship for Paul in Rome. Yet, somehow, the Lord was able to “work” all these 
“things” so that they accommodated the “progress of the gospel” (1:12). 

Two words are of special interest in this passage: First, Paul says that the things 
which happened to him have “fallen out”, or “turned out”, to the progress of 
the gospel. The verb is erchomai, which literally means “to come.” Here the 
sense is “resulted”. The perfect tense form suggests an abiding blessing. 

Second, there is the interesting term “progress” (prokope). The word is a 
compound form consisting of pro (toward) and kopto (to cut). Barclay described 
the term as depicting the work of “cutting away” the trees and undergrowth, as 
in the case of the preparation necessary for an advancing army. 
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What Paul is suggesting in this text, therefore, is this: In spite of the fact that 
many seemingly adverse elements have conspired to deter his ministry, these 
events have not frustrated the divine plan for dispersing the gospel. Rather, 
they have actually facilitated the growth of the Christian movement. They 
worked not for evil, but for good. How very thrilling are the providential 
operations of the Almighty. Who can stay his hand? (Daniel 4:35). 

And so, as a sort of summary of this section of our essay, we might ask: how is 
God working good by means of the heartaches and disappointments that come 
to us in life? 

(1) He is working good in helping us to build character. 

Count it all joy, my brethren, when you fall into manifold temptations; knowing 
that the proving of your faith worketh patience. And let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing" (James 
1:2-4). 

(2) He does us good by opening doors of service. 

But I will remain at Ephesus until Pentecost; for a great door and effectual is 
opened unto me, and there are many adversaries (1 Corinthians 16:8-9). 

(3) He does us good by allowing us to glorify him. The case of Job is a prime 
example. “Jehovah gave, and Jehovah has taken away; blessed be the name of 
Jehovah” (Job 1:21). 

“For Those Who Love God” 

The apostle now speaks to the issue of who it is that is in receipt of this divine 
favor. It is to those who “Love God,” and who “are called according to his 
purpose.” Actually, to use a figure of speech, these are two sides of the same 
coin. 

Considering the human side of the equation, the promise of the passage is to 
those who “love” God. The term is a participle form of the verb agapao.  
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It has been observed by scholars that the New Testament use of this word raises 
it to a level beyond that which was employed in secular Greek, and even in the 
Greek version of the Old Testament (LXX). Agapao has been described as “a 
calculated disposition of regard and a pious inclination.” Nigel Turner says that 
in the teaching of Jesus it implies “being unconditionally available; it may 
demand the sacrifice of all that is humanly dear”. Other scholars have noted 
that agapao “has God for its primary object, and expresses itself first of all in 
implicit obedience to His commandments, John 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 John 2:5; 
5:3; 2 John 6. Self-will, that is, self-pleasing, is the negation of love to God”. 

The present tense form in this text indicates that those who live in the hope of 
this passage are the habitual God-lovers. Love is not a fleeting emotion; it is a 
way of life. The bottom-line truth is simple: loving God means doing what he 
says. The faith that avails is that which works through love (Galatians 5:6). Or, 
as the thought might be expressed otherwise: availing faith is that which is 
constantly energized (a present participle) by love. 

“Called According to His Purpose” 

The opposite side of this coin reveals the divine perspective. In opposition to 
the phrase “those who love God” is this expression: “who are called according 
to his purpose.” Several things are implied: 

(1) The Christian’s hope is grounded in God; it is he who initiates the “call” (Acts 
2:39). 

(2) Heaven’s call is by means of the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 

(3) Acceptance of the call must be in a spirit of deep humility (1st Corinthians 
1:26). 

(4) The “calling” is answered when one, in penitent faith, responds to the 
command to be immersed in water. At this point he enters the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12:13), thus becoming a member of Christ’s church (Colossians 1:18, 
24). The church is, in fact, “the called-out” (ekklesia) body. 
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(5) One must persistently walk “worthily” of that noble calling (Ephesians 4:1). 

All of this, of course, is in harmony with the divine purpose, which was planned 
from the very commencement of time (Ephesians 3:11). 

 

CONCLUSION: 

There is great practical value in savoring the flavor of Romans 8:28. 

(1) An understanding of this text helps the Christian to avoid the murmuring 
mode, into which it is so easy to slip. The child of God must ever seek to 
remember that the Lord allows suffering as a means of refining human 
character. 

(2) The wounds of life are “working together” to educate us and to bring us 
closer to God.  

(3) The “Nudging’s” of this vale of tears help us keep our focus on eternity—if 
we are wise enough to decipher the language. 

(4) The day will come eventually when the redeemed saint will look back upon 
the “Bruises” received in the “University Of Hard Knocks,” and thank the 
Creator for the discipline rendered, acknowledging that without it, heaven 
might never have been gained. Amen. 

 

 


