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Introduction 
 
In light of recent pandemic developments of the Corona Virus it has become necessary for the church to 
implement a plan of action that would assist the organization with maintaining essential functions and 
operations.  
 
The current set of circumstances that we are experiencing throughout the world is unparalleled in both 
its scope and impact.  Furthermore, within our organization, there are few established precedents, 
constitutional entries, bylaws or procedures available for our instruction and guidance in these 
circumstances.  We have entered into uncharted waters and must rely on the guidance of God and the 
spiritual-mindedness of the church’s leadership to chart our course and to navigate us safely and 
triumphantly.  
 
This document contains both “guidelines” and administrative directives respectively created to provide 
a basic framework that addresses what we deem as essential functions and operation of the 
organization.  In light of the ever-changing nature of the current crisis, these guidelines and directives 
cannot be considered comprehensive or exhaustive but will almost certainly require additional 
amending and alterations.  
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Clinical Instructions 
 
The safety and welfare of all clergy, congregants, family and friends are our utmost priority. 
Consequently we are encouraging everyone to follow the health and safety guidelines established by 
Center for Disease Control and your local health professionals. 
 
As the CEO, I personally recommend that all in-person gatherings be suspended and that other non-
contact resources be employed. Nevertheless, if a temple desires to continue in-person meetings the 



following guidelines are strongly suggested. A resource guide entitled. “The Church’s Sur-thrive-val 
Guide” will be made available to each pastor and temple.  

1. Facility Preparations: 

 

• All common/ frequently touched areas will be sanitized before all meetings. 

• Hand sanitizer and alcohol wipes will be available at all entry points and throughout the 

building. 

• When possible, remove doors so knobs or handles will not become places for contamination 

• Maintain a minimum of six feet of separation (tape off sections on pews or stagger chairs to 

ensure that proper social distancing is achieved.)  

• Sanitize all microphones, podiums and stands. 

 

2. Attendant Practices: 

 

• Omit all contact greetings ie. Handshakes, hugs and kisses. 

• Do not gather together for altar prayer or conduct any activity that would render anyone 

closer than six feet from one another. (Congregants will remain at their seats during 

prayer and refrain from breaking the social distancing guidelines) 

• All pamphlets, bulletins and other such literature will be “self-serve.”  

• Ushers will wear gloves at all times and maintain proper social distancing guidelines. 

• Parents will keep all minor children in their space and children will not be permitted to 

“wander” about the space where others are present.  

• An unattended receptacle will be made available for attendant’s to give their tithes and 

offering.  

• Financial personal will wear gloves and masks when counting money while maintaining 

proper social distancing guidelines. 

 

Governmental Guidelines 

 

In as much as the laws concerning the Covid19 virus currently varies depending on your specific location, 

we encourage everyone to closely monitor the changing regulatory actions of your local and/or state 

agencies and govern yourself according to their orders, directives and mandates.  

 

Ministerial Guidelines 

 

During these times we must strive to maintain our “purpose” for ministry while being willing to alter our 

“methods” of ministry. In this season, God has tremendously blessed us with an unprecedented access 

to relatively inexpensive technology. We encourage all of our bishops, overseers, pastor and general 

clergy to explore the use of various technologies as supplements for your traditional “in-person” 

experiences. This could include: 

 

• Live streaming worship services, bible study, Sunday School and other services. 

(funerals/weddings) 

• Create calling teams to make regular calls to the membership. (especially to the seniors) 



• Send regular text messages to your congregants. 

• Maintain a daily presence on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.  

• Send out monthly postcard/newsletters 

• Hold prayer or study conference calls  

 

 

District Instructions 

 

In the event that we will be unable to hold our annual district conventions in our usual manner, it will be 

necessary to implement alternative measures intended to allow us to maintain all essential district 

functions and operations.  In the event that such actions are necessary, it will be imperative that each 

district bishop and district official implement the new protocol in a manner that would ensure 

congruent and equitable results. In order to accomplish this objective each bishop and district official 

are to adhere to the following immediately.  

 

• Provide my office with your current 2020 District Convention dates and planned location. 

• Notify my office as well as: your district overseer(s), district officials and local pastors of the 

alternative methods they are to use to provide their budget/assessments and reports. This 

notification must be in dated, in writing and specifying all recipients.  

 

NOTE: We will have all temple report forms and a general district 

report form available “on line” and able to receive payments by April 

20, 2020 

 

 

• Any temple’s forms or payment not completed on line must be collected by 

your district official and copies of all checks and reports sent to the General 

Secretary and actual checks and copies of all reports forwarded to the General 

Treasurer. 

 

NOTE: Due to past issues with the timely reception and 

response of mailed documents I am requiring that both the 

General Treasurer and General Secretary acquired post office 

boxes and that all correspondence be received there. In 

addition, all official mailings to and from these offices must 

have a trackable code affixed.  

 

 

• Copies of all district documents are to be forwarded to offices of: Chief Bishop, 

General Treasurer and General Secretary respectively- within 7 business days 

of the conclusion of your district meeting dates.  

 

       NOTE: When possible copies of materials may be emailed 

to the recipient; checks, drafts and such materials are to be 



sent priority mail with proper tracking to the specific post 

office box. All district stipends will be distributed upon 

receipt and confirmation of district reports.  

 

 

 

National Instructions: 

 

In the event that we are unable to convene the national convention in our normal 

manner, it is incumbent upon us that we implement alternative measures intended to 

allow us to maintain all essential national functions and operations.   

 

• Each bishop is responsible for the collection of all national temple reports from 

every temple in their district whether they have paid anything or not.  

 

NOTE: Copies of national temple reports will be made available “on 

line” with the ability to pay by May 15, 2020.  Any national temple 

report form or payment not completed on line must be collected and 

copies of all checks and reports sent: The office of the Chief Bishop, 

and the General Secretary.  All real (original) checks and copies of all 

reports must be forwarded to the General Treasurer no later than 

July 15, 2020 

 

 

General Instructions: 

 

As mentioned earlier, these are very unprecedented circumstances and consequently new and 

innovative measures are necessary.  We will continue to monitor this situation and make amendments 

and adjustments as deemed necessary.  

 

• My office will schedule district-wide conference calls/zoom meetings as a virtual “town-hall” in 

order to clarify any questions or concerns of the district membership. Mandatory attendance is 

required for all district officials and pastors. Secretary Bishop Lawrence White will provide you 

with the scheduling details.  


