
Classroom: My One Room Classroom

05/24/2020

LESSON 10: THE LORD'S PRAYER: PRAISE
Leader Guide for One Room

  Matthew 6:9; Psalm 100

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Matthew 6:9; Psalm 100
In This Passage: Jesus teaches to start a prayer with praise. Psalm 100 is a great example of a prayer of
praise, exclaiming that we can shout with joy to the Lord, sing with joy, enter his gates with thanksgiving
and praise, and proclaim his unfailing love and goodness.
Bible Point: Praise is part of prayer.
Summary Verse: “Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. May
your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, as
we have forgiven those who sin against us. And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil
one” (Matthew 6:9-13).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Praise is part of prayer. This is a noisy lesson because praise is noisy! Psalm 100
tells us to “shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!” This lesson is a great way to capitalize on kids’ energy
and desire to be loud. Channel their excitement into praise!
Think About: What are 10 things you’d like to say to praise God?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Ask God to draw your kids into his awesome presence, where they can’t help but praise him.

 
Quick Tip

When you have a lesson like this one where there will be several louder moments, it’s great to have an
attention-getter that kids know means to settle back down. You could use a loud whistle or other
noisemaker or simply a clapping rhythm kids must repeat after you. Using the same attention-getter week
after week will help kids know your expectations and will help you better manage the class.
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Supplies
Bible
bulletin board paper
pieces of confetti
tape

Easy Prep
Cut a giant speech bubble out of bulletin board
paper, and hang it on the wall. Leave it up for the
entire unit on the Lord's Prayer.

Supplies
Bible
colored streamers
music video or audio file of the song “Good in
Every Way” (see Easy Prep)
music or video player
paper
markers
tape

Easy Prep
To stream or download a free copy of the music
video, click here. If you can use only audio files,
you can purchase the complete audio album for
this quarter here.)

Supplies
nametags
pens
poster board

Easy Prep
Hang the poster board on the wall.

Supplies
Bibles
paper
pens
crayons

This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids praise God in a variety of ways.

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Kids fill out nametags with words of praise for God.

DEEPER BIBLE
Kids grapple with why praise matters.

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.
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[5 min]OPENING
Welcome

Supplies
Bible
bulletin board paper
pieces of confetti
tape

Easy Prep
Cut a giant speech bubble out of bulletin board paper, and hang it on the wall. Leave it up for the entire unit on the
Lord's Prayer.

Welcome
Thank kids for coming.
Make announcements.
Introduce new kids.
Collect the offering.

 
Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’re going to learn that praise is a part of prayer. Prayer is talking to God, and
praise is the part where we celebrate God and tell him how awesome he is. So let’s celebrate him with
confetti!

Distribute a piece of confetti to each child.
Have kids tape their confetti to the speech bubble.
You’ll continue to add to this speech bubble for the next several weeks, so leave it up!

 
Share

Tell kids about a time you clapped and cheered for someone, such as at a sporting event or a concert.
Have kids form pairs. Ask kids to share about when they’ve clapped and cheered for someone.
After partners have shared, ask two or three kids to share with the whole group.

 
Summarize
            Open a Bible to Matthew 6, and say: When we see our favorite sports team do something well, we
cheer! Or when someone at a talent show sings a beautiful solo, we clap! Praise is just cheering and
clapping for how awesome God is. Let’s see how Jesus taught us to praise in the Bible. The Bible is
full of praise for God. And here’s something to praise God for: He’s here and ready to talk to you right
now. Let’s pray and listen to him.
            Pray, praising God for being loving and amazing.
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[20 min]CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
The Lord’s Prayer: Praise (Matthew 6:9; Psalm 100)

Supplies
Bible
colored streamers
music video or audio file of the song “Good in Every Way” (see Easy Prep)
music or video player
paper
markers
tape

Easy Prep
To stream or download a free copy of the music video, click here. If you can use only audio files, you can purchase
the complete audio album for this quarter here.)

Tip
This lesson begins a series on the Lord’s Prayer, using the NLT Bible version. If your church tradition repeats the
Lord’s Prayer often, feel free to use the version your kids would know.

 
Cheer
            Say: Today we’re talking about praise. Praise is part of prayer. Praising God is kind of like being
a fan of him. Let’s think about things we’re fans of. If I say something you’re a fan of, cheer loudly!
            Read the following list, pausing after each one for fans to cheer.

pizza
ice cream
your birthday
video games
puppies
[name your local sports team]

 
            Say: It was easy to tell what you were a fan of from listening to you cheer.
            Ask: • What else do people do to show they’re fans of something? Examples could include
wearing team gear, going to a game, or playing music you’re a fan of.
            Say: Praise is part of prayer, and it’s just telling God why we’re fans of him. We can praise him
with words, cheering, singing, and more! Let’s dig in to Scripture and find out more.
 
Shout
            Say: As we learn about prayer, we’re learning something called the Lord’s Prayer. It’s a prayer
Jesus gave as an example for us of how to talk with God. Churches have used it as a prayer ever
since. And the first line of Jesus’ prayer is praise!
            Read Matthew 6:9, and have kids repeat it a couple of times.
            Say: Jesus praised God’s name by saying, “may your name be kept holy.” We praise God
because he is so holy! That means he’s more special than anyone or anything. Since Jesus started his
prayer example with praise, we know that praise is part of prayer. As we look at another part of the
Bible that shows us different ways to praise God, we’ll keep repeating that praise from the Lord’s
Prayer. So let’s find out a way to praise God. We’ll be looking in the book of Psalms, which is a
collection of songs.
            Read Psalm 100:1.
            Say: Shouting sounds fun! We do that a lot when we cheer for sports teams. I know you all love
to be loud, so here’s your chance! Let’s shout with joy, as loud as we can, for a whole minute! When
you see me waving my arms, it’s time to get quiet. But before we start, here’s something you need to
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know: Just shouting isn’t necessarily praise. The Bible tells us to shout to the Lord. So if you’re just
shouting to be loud and to annoy your parents or teacher, that’s not praise. But when we shout with
joy to God, that’s a fun way to praise him! Praise is part of prayer. So let’s shout with joy to praise God,
not to try to be loud and obnoxious. Allow a minute of shouting, then wave your arms.
            Say: Wow! Those were loud, joyous shouts!
 
Worship God
            Say: Let’s try out another way to praise God.
            Read the first half of Psalm 100:2.
            Say: Worship means to honor or respect someone. It’s a lot like praise. The Bible tells us to
worship with gladness. We’re going to honor God with gladness by waving streamers! Praise is part of
prayer.
            Distribute streamers. Have kids wave them as they repeat Matthew 6:9 a few times.
            Ask: • What are other ways you can think of to express gladness to God? If kids name things you
can do in the classroom, try them out!
 
Sing a Song
            Read the rest of Psalm 100:2.
            Say: Let’s sing a song to praise God, because praise is part of prayer.
            Have kids repeat Matthew 6:9, then lead them in singing “Good in Every Way.”
 
Draw a Picture
            Say: The next verse in our psalm tells us two reasons we have for praising God. Listen for what
those reasons are.
            Read Psalm 100:3.
            Ask: • What reasons did you hear to praise God?
            • What are some other reasons you can think of?
            Say: Let’s make a praise collage to show why we praise God. You could draw a self-portrait to
praise him for making you. Or you could draw a sheep and thank him for protecting us like a shepherd.
Maybe you have another reason you want to praise God! Remember, praise is part of prayer.
            Have kids draw their reasons to praise God and then hang them on the wall in a praise collage. When
the collage is up, have kids step back to look at it as they repeat Matthew 6:9.
 
Enter His Gates
            Say: Let’s find out what else our psalm says we can do to praise God.
            Read Psalm 100:4.
            Say: We can praise God when we’re thankful. Let’s enter our room with thanksgiving. Think of
one thing you’re thankful for, but don’t say it yet. Just keep it in mind.
            Have kids step out into the hall and make a tunnel with their arms. One child will say what he or she is
thankful for and then run through the tunnel while everyone cheers for God. Then the next child will go. As kids
enter the room, they can continue to create a tunnel inside the room so the kids at the end can still run through
a tunnel.
            Pray: Thank you, God, for all those things!
            Have kids repeat Matthew 6:9 to finish your prayer.
 
Make a Circle
            Say: Our psalm gives us a few more reasons to praise God. Listen for three reasons to praise
God.
            Read Psalm 100:5.
            Ask: • What are reasons to praise God that you heard in this verse?
            Say: God is good, loving, and faithful. Those are all nice things we can say to God. Think of it this
way: You might tell your friend if she had a cute sweater or compliment a friend on a great goal. We say
nice things to our friends, and God is our friend, so we can do the same with him.
            Since our psalm said that God’s love continues forever, let’s link arms in a circle. A circle has no
end, just like God’s love!
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            Stand with kids in a circle, and have everyone link arms with the people next to them.
            Say: We’re going to say Matthew 6:9, the first part of the Lord’s Prayer, together again. Have kids
say Matthew 6:9 with you.
            Say: Praise is part of prayer, so next we’re going to go around the circle and say nice things to
God. We’ll all mention his love, but you can also add something else. So you’ll finish this prayer: “God,
you are loving and ________." Start the praise time, and then go around and let kids fill in the same prayer
starter.
            End your praise session by having kids all put their hands in the center of the circle like a sports team
and then lift them up as they shout together “Praise God!”
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[5 min]LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Wait and Listen

Supplies
nametags
pens
poster board

Easy Prep
Hang the poster board on the wall.

Wait and Listen
            Say: Jesus’ prayer starts with these words: “Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.”
Let’s use nametags to praise God’s holy name.

Give each child a nametag and a pen.
Have kids write a word of praise on the nametag. Explain that this should be a word that describes God, such as
loving, powerful, or big. Kids who can’t write can draw a heart to show that they love God.
When kids have written their words, have them hold up their nametags and go around the circle, completing this
prayer by reading their nametags: “God, you are…” Kids who drew a heart can complete the prayer without reading.
Have kids make a praise collage by sticking their nametags to the poster board.

 
Wrap Up
            Pray: God, we praise you! Thank you that praise is part of prayer, so we get to celebrate you. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to come back next week.
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[15 min]DEEPER BIBLE
Why Is Praise an Important Part of Prayer?

Supplies
Bibles
paper
pens
crayons

Write a Story
            Say: I have a challenge for you: You’re going to write a story without using the words a, an, the,
or is. And you have three minutes to write it. Or if you can’t write, your challenge is to draw a tree by an
ocean without using green or blue crayons. Think you can do it?
            Distribute paper, crayons, and pens, and give kids three minutes to write their stories or draw their
pictures. Ask a few willing kids to read their stories aloud and show their pictures.
            Ask: • What was it like trying to write a story without the words a, an, the, or is or draw a tree and
an ocean without green and blue?
            • What would it be like to talk every day without the words a, an, the, or is?
            Say: It’s pretty clear that those words are really important to the English language. It’s hard to
write a good story without using any of them because they’re woven throughout the language we use;
they’re not just tacked on at the end. And green and blue are really important to drawing trees and
water! They’re the main part of what you’re drawing.
            We’ve been learning that praise is part of prayer. Praise is woven throughout our conversations
with God, not just tacked on to the beginning or end. But why is praise an important part of prayer?
Let’s dig in to that.
 
Dig Deeper
            Say: To answer our question, let’s look at the Lord’s Prayer as a whole.
            Have kids turn to Matthew 6:9-13 and follow along as you read it aloud.
            Say: Over the next few weeks, we’re going to look at Jesus’ prayer as an example of prayer.
We’re going to learn how Jesus taught us to praise God, want his will, ask for help, and say we’re sorry.
            But let me say this upfront: Jesus wasn’t giving us a checklist or a formula. He wasn’t saying
there’s one right way to pray. He wants our prayers to come from the heart. In fact, he taught this
prayer after saying this.
            Read Matthew 6:7.
            Say: Jesus’ example has a lot to teach us! And starting most of our prayers with praise puts our
hearts in the right place. It reminds us of who God is.
            Ask: • Think about the last thing you prayed about before church. What does that prayer show
about what you believe about God?
            Say: Praise reminds us what we believe about God. We ask God for help because of who he is.
For example, if your house was robbed, you’d call the police for help. You wouldn’t call your doctor,
because your doctor can’t help solve a robbery! When we pray, we need to remember who God is by
praising him. In fact, you could even find praise in the whole Lord’s Prayer.
            Read Matthew 6:10.
            Ask: • Why would you want God’s will to be done?
            Say: If you didn’t believe God is good, loving, and all-knowing, you wouldn’t want his will to be
done. But because you know those things about God, you know that his way is the best way!
            Read Matthew 6:11.
            Ask: • Why can we ask God to provide for our needs?
            Say: God is our provider. He takes care of us. Because we trust that, we ask him for what we
need.
            Read Matthew 6:12.
            Ask: • Why would you ask God for forgiveness?
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            Say: We ask God for forgiveness because we know he’s forgiving! He’s full of grace, and he’ll
always love us, even though he’s perfect and we’re not.
            Read Matthew 6:13.
            Ask: • What does this part of the prayer tell you about who God is?
            Say: God is our rescuer! We can turn to him when it’s hard to make the right choice, because he
always knows the right choice.
 
Repeat a Variation of the Lord’s Prayer
            Say: A lot of times, our prayers focus on us. What we want, how we feel. And God wants to hear
that! But praise is the part of prayer that helps us refocus from talking about what we want and feel to
who we’re talking to. So I’m going to say the whole Lord’s Prayer a little differently, in light of what we
talked about. Repeat each line after me.
            Read the following prayer, pausing for kids to repeat after each line.
            Our Father in heaven,
            may your name be kept holy.
            You are good and loving, and you know everything!
            So we want your will to be done.
            You are our provider,
            and you take such good care of us!
            So we ask you for what we need.
            You are perfect,
            so we need your forgiveness.
            We know you’ll forgive us
            because you are so full of grace.
            You always make the right choice,
            and you are our rescuer!
            Rescue us from bad choices.
            Amen.
 
            Ask: • How was that different from the way you usually pray?
            Say: Prayer isn’t a formula. It’s not a list of rules. But praise is part of prayer because God loves
to hear our praise and because it puts our hearts in the right place. It reminds us that God can do
whatever we ask, can forgive whatever we say sorry for, and can guide us to make good choices. Next
time you pray at home, be sure to weave praise throughout your conversation, reminding you of God’s
greatness, love, and power.

Epic Teachings of the Bible, Lesson 10: The Lord's Prayer: Praise. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc.
Licensed for use with 1-20 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.

9 of 9


	LESSON 10: THE LORD'S PRAYER: PRAISE
	This Lesson at a Glance
	OPENING
	Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.
	Supplies
	Easy Prep


	CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
	Kids praise God in a variety of ways.
	Supplies
	Easy Prep


	LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
	Kids fill out nametags with words of praise for God.
	Supplies
	Easy Prep


	DEEPER BIBLE
	Kids grapple with why praise matters.
	Supplies


	OPENING [5 min]
	Welcome
	Supplies
	Easy Prep

	CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY [20 min]
	The Lord’s Prayer: Praise (Matthew 6:9; Psalm 100)
	Supplies
	Easy Prep

	LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP [5 min]
	Wait and Listen
	Supplies
	Easy Prep

	DEEPER BIBLE [15 min]
	Why Is Praise an Important Part of Prayer?
	Supplies



