
Service for Sunday 08-09-20

Welcome to Worship

Opening Sentences

I lift up my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord Who made heaven and earth.

Opening Song “He Has Made Me Glad!”

I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart;
I will enter His courts with praise.

I will say, “This is the day that the Lord has made!”
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.

He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.

He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad!

Invocation
Welcome to this house of worship, this place of prayer, this body that belongs to Christ! Come into
this sanctuary of praise and reverence for the Lord God Almighty; Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
We are here to give praise to His name and listen to His Word! Amen!

Opening Prayer
All:       Dear Jesus, we trust You to pull us through the storms of life. We look to You to be the lighthouse

in the darkness. We seek You as our anchor in the midst of stormy seas. We listen for Your voice
that calls us out to join You on the waters. When we are afraid, we will trust in You because You
are  faithful  and  steadfast,  just,  and  full  of  mercy,  worthy  of  honor,  and  overflowing  with
abundant grace and love. We worship You in Spirit and in truth. Amen. 

First Reading Job 38:4-18
 4“Where  were  you  when  I  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth?  Tell  me,  if  you  have  understanding.  5Who
determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?  6On what were its bases
sunk, or who laid its cornerstone,7when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb,  9when I made clouds its garment and
thick darkness its swaddling band,  10and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors,  11and said, ‘Thus far
shall  you come, and no farther,  and here shall  your proud waves be stayed’?  12“Have you commanded the
morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place, 13that it might take hold of the skirts of
the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? 14It is changed like clay  under the seal, and its features stand out
like a garment. 15From the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken. 16“Have you entered
into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 17Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if
you know all this. 

Second Reading Romans 10:5-17
5For  Moses  writes  about  the  righteousness  that  is  based  on  the  law,  that  the  person  who  does  the

commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”



(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);  9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and
is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in
him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of
all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” 14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”
17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22-33
22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed

the crowds.  23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone,  24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the
waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the
sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they
cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 28And
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter
got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him,
saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith
All: We believe in one God Who made all things and manifested Himself in three divine persons: the

Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  We have complete trust in God, Whose power is not limited and
yearns for all people to come to know Him and worship Him. We believe that God will make all
things new according to His perfect plan for His creation.

We believe in Jesus Christ who is 100% God, and while on earth, also 100% human, sent by God to
reveal who God is through His life and message on earth. In and through His Son, Jesus, God
bestowed on us the gifts of redemption and eternal life, made possible through Christ’s death and
resurrection.

We believe in the Holy Spirit Who is present in all believers and exists everywhere. 
The Holy Spirit guides, equips, counsels and helps us so that we can effectively minister to others. It
is this Spirit that makes it possible for us to live among all people, even unbelievers – encouraging,
strengthening, and energizing us in our daily life.

Confession and Words of Forgiveness
Pastor: Lord, we confess to You.
All: Because of Your kindness, we repent of our wicked and vile ways. We take our eyes off You

and fall into sin’s trap. It’s a dark pit that leads us to death. We seek forgiveness. You
reach  out  for  us  and  offer  us  a  way  out.  Your  arm  is  strong  and  breaks  through
strongholds to deliver us from evil. You are the only One who forgives us unconditionally
and wipes away our sins. We offer sacrificial  thanksgiving as an offering of surrender.
Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness



In Our Prayers Today
Ron Burnside; Marilyn Smith; Ellen Caywood; Pam O’Leary; Liz Burnside; Dale Fowler; Sherry Siegfried;
Arlene Collier; Elayne Woolery; Elouise Sandborn; Jim Hineman; Dave Evanson; Yvonne Francis; Miranda
Callahan; Char’s brother, Doug; Char’s sister, Chris; Melissa Karges in Ethiopia; the Dicke’s in New Guinea;
Gabriela in Uruguay; our youth; our military; our church; our Mission; our High School; our Nation; our State,
our cities, our leaders; our people, those in need!

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Benediction

Closing Song “How Firm a Foundation”

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He has said,
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled!

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am Your God and will still give you aid.

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”

Weekly Calendar
Sun Aug 9th – Worship Service M-Z – 9:30 am – with Communion
Tue Aug 11th – Church Council – 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall
Wed Aug 12th – On-Line Bible Class – 10:30 am
Sun Aug 16th –   Worship Service A-L – 9:30 am – with Communion
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Drive-Up/Walk-Up Communion For those in worship each Sunday, we have been following the practice of receiving
Holy Communion in the Lobby as members are dismissed leaving the service, and the building, being mindful of social
distancing in this Corona virus time. Pastor and an Elder will remain in the Lobby until 11:00 am to allow those who were
not in service that Sunday to come and receive Communion. Masks are still required.
New Bible Study Our new On-line Bible Study on ZOOM is from Acts. Here, we discover that God wants us to do a fresh
work among His people by the power of the Holy Spirit. You will deepen your passion to invite others into the fellowship
of Christ-followers we call the Church. To join in, all you need to do is send me your email address and I’ll handle the
rest. The class will be taped and available to watch later. Send your reservation to me at revmilz@sotsl.org. Pastor Norm.
Portals of Prayer Portals of Prayer for July-September and Devotional booklets are on the Opportunity Table. Please
pick one up and spend seeking God’s wisdom in His Word.

A Request This has been an incredible time for all of us being isolated and confined. We have a small congregation. I
would ask that you would take some time, if you haven’t already, and call other members checking on them and making
sure they’re okay. God calls us to care for each other. Let’s be Jesus to each other!

Looking For Volunteers Have you ever considered getting more involved with your church but don’t know how to or
with what? Here is the perfect opportunity for you to get involved and make a difference for your church. We need
volunteers to fill the vacancies opening up on the Church Council. The ballot needs to be completed by our next Voters’
Assembly meeting (date to be determined) in the near future. Positions available are President, Vice President, Education
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Team, and Facility Team. Ask me, your Elder, Council member or Pastor if you have questions about responsibilities.
Please prayerfully consider getting involved. Thank you. John Ediss, Vice President.
Opportunity for Prayer We are actively praying for our Country, our leaders, our State and our Community. Please join
us in prayer each day and actively ask God to bless us.
Mission Opportunity New Sunday, September 16th, we will have the honor to have Melissa Karges with us telling us
about her missionary work in Ethiopia. Come prepared to hear of God’s power and presence in another part of the world.
50 people is still the limit, but give every effort to hear about her missionary work!
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