
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building a future for the past  by Keith M. Heim 

When we dedicated the new museum build-
ing just five short years ago, we assumed 
that it would adequately house our collected 
heritage for many years to come. We’ve 
come a long way since, adding many items 
representative of the history of the 
Pennsylvania Colony. We have come to 
realize that the history of the Penn Colony 
and that of the surrounding community are 
intertwined, and the range of items being 
preserved in the museum has expanded. 
  Moreover, the building has become a 
center in which many community events are 
held. Thus, the building in its expanded role 
has reached a point where we need more 
space in which to display our collections.  
 President Dan Pleiss, in his letter on page 
2 of this newsletter, outlines plans for an 
addition to the museum which were approved 
recently by the Board of Directors, and 
explains methods by which donations can be 
made so as to minimize taxes. The cost of 
the new building is considerable, but it 
seems advisable to begin a concerted drive 
for funds without delay. In the future, grants 
which are a vital part of our financing may 
no longer be available. Moreover, additional 

space is needed if we are to continue to actively seek donations of artifacts relating to our 
heritage and that of the surrounding community. 

Matching grants give us a big start! 
 The campaign to raise funds for the expansion has already received a good kick-start. Two 
of our members have set up matching grants totaling $15,000. This amount is to be matched 
by donations from friends and members. We need to make every effort to meet the 
challenge! 
 We all share a proud heritage, and the ambitious project we now undertake is entirely 
achievable if we all give it our full support.  
 

See insert in this newsletter for Donation, Membership and Picnic Reservation forms. 
 

 

Mark August 4th & 5th on your calendar! 
We hope many of you who have skipped a few 
Penn Colony picnics in recent years will make 
special effort to attend this year’s two day affair, 
the 97th consecutive family gathering. It will 
take place August 4 and 5.  
 It is a fine opportunity to visit friends and 
relatives you haven’t seen in some time, and you 
will be impressed with our new digs: The 
Community-Penn Colony Museum and the 
adjacent, restored Henry Heim House. A 
convenient map showing our location just 
outside of Dawson appears elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 
 Saturday morning at ten, we will gather at the museum to set 
things up, visit, and have a noon snack. At one o’clock, the Board of 
Directors, will meet. Visitors are welcome. 

We welcome the Dawson Community! 
 That evening at six there will be the 
traditional watermelon feed on the lawn. 
Friends from the community are welcome. 
 Sunday morning at nine-thirty, coffee and 
rolls will be available in the museum for those 
who want to get a little extra visiting in.  
 At 11, a worship and memorial service will 
be held in the chapel in the museum. The 
catered picnic dinner will be served at 12:15. 
See details about reservations elsewhere in the 
newsletter.  

 After a short business meeting, the afternoon will be free for 
visiting, viewing displays in the museum, and touring the Heim 
house.  

Hope to see you there!
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President’s Letter 
Summer is rolling around and that means Annual Picnic time. I hope 
many of you are able to attend this year’s picnic. When you arrive 
for this year’s events, you may be greeted by construction. After dis-
cussing the Phase 2 Museum/Community Building project at several 
Board meetings, a decision was made to proceed with this project.  
 As was mentioned in my mailing to you, we have some funds in 
our Building Fund account, we have obtained some grants, and we 
have a dollar for dollar challenge grant for up to $15,000. The actual 

building components have been ordered and construction may be in process at Picnic time. 
 We are asking for your support of this project so that upon completion of the construction we 
have only a minimal amount of debt—if any. In addition to actual Cash/Check donations, there 
are other ways you can help. If you are over age 70 and have an IRA account, a contribution 
directly from your IRA account to the Penn Colony can accomplish three goals. One—you can 
use it to meet all or a portion of your annual required minimum distribution. Two—it will not be 
included in your income and therefore will not potentially increase the amount of your Social 
Security that may be taxable. Three—you will be helping to support the Penn Colony. 
 Another way to save income taxes is a donation of appreciated stock investments to the Penn 
Colony. This accomplishes three goals. One—you will not be taxed on the appreciation in the 
investment. Two—if you are able to itemize your deductions, you will have additional charitable 
deductions. Three—you will be helping to support the Penn Colony. 
 The above are suggestions and should be reviewed with your income tax advisor to see how 
they fit into your overall income tax plan. 
 Thank you for your continued support of the Penn Colony.                               —Dan Pleiss 
 
Recent donation to Museum 

 
Two chairs that were part of a dining room set 
used by the Tom and Maggie (Heim) Wuster 
family were recently donated to the museum by 
Marvelyn Wuster. 
 

John is on the mend 
 

Due to a fall in late May, John Heim suffered a 
serious spinal injury. He lost mobility and will 
be in rehab for some time. He is in good spirits 
and is making progress. He was transferred from 
the hospital in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in late June 
to Quality Living, Inc., in Omaha, Nebraska.  
 Keep John and his family in your thoughts 
and prayers. His address is: 

 John Heim 
 Quality Living – House No. 4 
 6408 No. 70th Plaza 
 Omaha, NE  68104 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 
These are the memberships in the Penn-
sylvania Colony Historical Society that 
were received since the last newsletter. 
Memberships received after June 20, 
2018, will be published at a later date. 
Patron Member:  Janice Whitney 
Sustaining Member:  Charlotte Wuster 
Family Members:  Rick Brown, Gary & 
Jane Rushane 

 

On our way to the goal 
In May, when President 
Dan Pleiss announced 
plans for an addition to 
the Penn Colony 
Museum, two members 
entered the fund-raising 
campaign with the 
challenge to meet a goal 
of $15,000 — an amount 
they will match.  
 As of “press time,” 
$7,745 has been raised— 
51.6 percent of our goal!  
 We are well on our way 
to meeting the challenge! 
 Thanks to all for your 
support of Penn Colony. 
 

(See list of donations on 
  page 5. 

 
Charol and Dan Pleiss 
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Wire Tamed the Great Plains by Keith M. Heim 

Early settlers on the great plains, unused to the wide open spaces, were faced with a 
problem in keeping their livestock from straying into wheat and corn fields or bolting to 
freedom. There was a lack of the stone and timber they were used to in building fences. 
Jacob G. Heim’s three boys, Joe, Sam, and Jonathan, spent much of their time herding 
cattle on horseback, bullwhip in one hand and a revolver for killing rattlesnakes in the 
other. They were ably assisted by a cattle dog “Ring” in keeping the family’s herd under 
control. Sometimes neighbors joined their herds together, pooling their resources. 
 The widespread planting of rows of Osage Orange hedge was another means of control. 
When the trees were planted close together, their sharp thorns were effective in keeping 
larger animals in bounds. Moreover, the hedges provided badly needed posts and 
firewood. Hedge-lined rectangular fields were typical of the landscape of southeastern 
Nebraska until the late 1940s. With the advent of bulldozers and planting crops on the 
contour, they have largely disappeared.  
 Two different men, Michael Kelly and Lucian B. Smith, are sometimes credited with 
inventing barbed wire in the late 1860s. Kelly’s basic design for barbed wire involved 
twisting two strands of plain wire together to create a wire that would hold sharp barbs. 
Six years later, Joseph Glidden of DeKalb, Illinois, improved on the design. Modifying 
an ordinary coffee mill, he was able to produce the wire fairly cheaply, and, unlike 
Kelly, he began to market it aggressively. Thus, Glidden is usually credited with being 
the inventor, although by the time he received his patent in 1874, about 500 patents had 
already been issued for other innovations.  
 The wire was quickly adopted by farmers, although ranchers opposed, sometimes 
violently, its use on the open range where their huge herds grazed freely. Eventually, 
however, the ranchers came to adopt the invention as a means of keeping their cattle 
under control and keeping buffalo from invading their lands. 
 The late Charles Marquardt of Lincoln had an extensive collection of types of early barbed wire, and his family has generously donated ten 
representative strands to our museum. (See photo at right.) They will be mounted on a piece of plank and put on prominent display in our 
museum. We are grateful to them for their donation that will no doubt draw plenty of interest from visitors, especially those who still bear the 
scars of many a scratch from varieties of the wire. 
 The premier collection of barbed wire, running to 2,000 varieties, is located in a museum at LaCrosse, Kansas. Another collection can be 
seen at the Homestead National Monument near Beatrice, Nebraska. 
 

Renewing our Bucyrus connection 

Where is Bucyrus? The early generations that migrated 
from Pennsylvania to Nebraska in the late 1800s cer-
tainly knew, stopping off for visits on trips back to 
Pennsylvania and maintaining close relationships with 
cousins who lived there. Bucyrus is a city north of 
Columbus, Ohio, and several families from Blooming 
Grove left there earlier and settled in that area. A few of 
them, including John Gross, and the Eckard, Kerr, and 
Sippley families, eventually picked up stakes and moved 
on westward to the Dawson area. 

 Time has dimmed the connections between our communities, and we were 
delighted when Dr. John K. Kurtz and his wife Donna visited the museum and 
Henry Heim house on May 8, 
and several of us visited with 
them for a few hours. John, 
who is a retired medical doctor, 
is descended from the revered 
Dr. Frederick Haller (see The 
Colony Penn, April 2016) and 
from Frederick Gross. Thus 
many of us are related to him 
through Mrs. Jacob G. (Regina 
Gross) Heim. He expressed an 
interest in the tangled web of 
family genealogy and probably 
was rewarded with a headache. 
 I snapped a photo of the 
Kurtz’s in the Henry Heim House, intending to print it with this article, but I 
inadvertently cropped John’s head off, making him only four feet ten inches tall! 
Since Kurtz (Kurz) in German means short, perhaps my error was inevitable. 
Dan’s expert photo is shown at left.  
 Dan and Charol Pleiss, Joe Heim, Dick and Marilyn Ogle, and I enjoyed our 
visit very much. I hope it is the beginning of closer relationships with our 
Buckeye cousins. —KMH 

 
Strands of barbed wire 

 
Dr. John K. Kurtz and Dan Pleiss 

 
Crawford County Courthouse, 

Bucyrus, Ohio, 2001  
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Remembering World War I 
Gleaned from Dawson History for the Bicentennial 1976, by Elma Griffith, Article #69 

A charter was granted August 10, 1920, for the William Heater Post, No. 37, of the American Legion, at 
Dawson, Nebraska. It was a very active organization, having 30 members at one time, but by 1936 it was at 
a low membership with these names on the roll:  
 “Paul Heim, Commander; Linden E. Heim, Adjutant; C.P. Duryea, Service Officer; Cyril W. Kinsey, R. 
Emmett Kean, Harry Ulmer, Halley Fishwood, Arlo Coons, Ernest McGinnis, Basil Hoy, Edward J. Auxier, 
Lee Triggs, Glen Cummins, Nelson Ulmer, Kenneth Eustace, Charles A. Smith, and George Dappen. 
 “These were World War I servicemen. There were many others, the list is not complete, but, lest we forget 
there was such a war I have named at least some of the boys from Dawson who were in Service during that 
time. 
 “The war started in Europe in July 1914, the United States became involved in April 1917 and were in it 
until the Armistice was signed, November 11, 1918. Some were there even longer, being in the Army of 
Occupation. 
 “Dawson’s Post was named ‘William Heater’ because he was the first man killed from the Dawson area, 

in this war. This was a rule of the Legion.” 
 In another article, Mrs. Griffith mentions that the “Golden Rod Study Club,” a very popular club for “country women” in the Dawson area 
dating back to 1907, was active during World War I. “They sent a large box of clothing for the French refugees and adopted a French war 
orphan for one year,” sending $36.50 for that purpose.  —SHP
 

Dad and Mother Ulmer 
by Mrs. Delores Ulmer Chapman 

 

Dolores talks about her parents and growing up in Dawson. The 
story appears in Robert Williamson’s The Sweet Spring Still 
Flows, 1991, and he passed it on to us for the newsletter.  

Nelson Howard Ulmer, youngest son of Sarah Heim and Emanuel 
Ulmer, married Cecelia Caroline Smith, an orphan from Brooklyn, 
New York. She was brought to Nebraska in 1915 by train with her 
younger brother and sister who were either adopted or put into foster 
homes. Cecelia, 15, was able to work for her keep so she lived with 
several Heim or Ulmer families, working for room and board. While 
staying with Reuben and True Ulmer, and helping care for their two 
little girls, Evelyn and Lorraine, she met Nelson, Reuben’s younger 
brother, who was a returning veteran of World War I. They were 
married March 23, 1921, at his parent’s home in Dawson. The 
wedding was followed by an oyster soup supper. To accommodate 
some of the relatives who were always late they set the clocks back 
for the time of the wedding. 
 The following day they moved into a four room house two and a 
half miles north of Dawson on 80 acres of farm land. The house had 
been moved there from the old home place one half mile east where 
it was originally built for Nelson’s grandparents, Jacob G. and Regina 
Gross Heim. On this little hill, Nelson and Cecelia lived all their 
married lives, except for about three years in the early 40s, when 
they moved the family into town to take care of Israel Ulmer follow-
ing the death of his sister, Sarah Ulmer. Neither had married. Cecelia 
died May 29, 1967, and Nelson died March 18, 1972. 
 Three daughters were born to this union, Genevieve Mae on 
February 9, 1922, Dolores Irene on May 4, 1923, and Caroline Ruth, 
who died at birth, July 8, 1924. Times were hard, money was scarce 
and crops were poor. We had no running water or electricity. We 
cooked and heated water on a wood burning stove and took our 
Saturday night baths in a round galvanized tub in the kitchen—the 
youngest got to go first! Our lights were kerosene or gasoline lamps. 
We pumped water from a well and carried it to the house in a bucket. 
 Christmas was not a time for fabulous expensive gifts at our house 
but usually necessities were wrapped and placed under the tree to 

have something to open. Sometimes Mom made us new doll clothes 
for an old doll. Our tree was a seedling red cedar cut from the lower 
pasture and placed in the front bay window where we lovingly 
decorated it with lots of foil ice cycles saved from year to year. It 
was not our practice, but we understood some of the older generation 
signed their Christmas cards in pencil so their names could be erased 
and the cards reused. Recycling is not a new idea! 
 Probably the thing we most looked forward to on Christmas morn-
ing was a shoe box filled with candy, unshelled nuts and maybe an 
orange. We each received our own box and could eat its contents as 
fast as we liked or make it last a long time, but it was all we received. 
It contained some boughten hard candy and the rest was made by 
Dad. Several weeks ahead he bought a 10lb. cake of Hershey’s milk 
chocolate. He used this for dipping. Cherry chocolates were his 
specialty but we cracked plenty of peanuts for chocolate peanut 
clusters and black walnuts for fudge. Dad was the candy maker in 
our home at Christmas while Mom made the raised coffee cakes and 
tea rings she often shared with friends and relatives. 

  

World War I flag, 48 star field 

 
World War I poster 

Front: Herbert Young and baby, Cecilia Ulmer, Verna Heim Coons, 
Mildred Ulmer Thacker, Mary Elizabeth Wuster, Erma Ulmer William-
son. Standing: Elma Heim Larimore, Reuben Ulmer, Genevieve Ulmer 
Young, Harold Williams, Miriam Wuster Williams, Nelson Ulmer, Arlo 
Coons, Elmer Thacker, Orville Wuster, Walter Ulmer, Laura White 
Ulmer, (hidden, probably Melvin Heim), Fannie Heim. About 1948. 
Taken by a cousin, possibly from Pennsylvania. 
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How we talked . . . 
The following expressions were common to Colony descendants 
growing up at Dawson in the 1920s to 1950s. Surprisingly, very few 
came down from the Pennsylvania Dutch culture. 
Hold your horses. Wait a minute. 
Stay put. Remain in place. 
So far so good. Okay up to now. 
Till Hell freezes over. A long, long time. 
He beat him all hollow. A decisive victory. 
A done deal. An agreement reached. 
Punch drunk. Too many blows to the head. 
Plum wore out. Exhausted. 
Pretty much. Quite a bit. 
As all get out. The max. 
Grease monkey. A mechanic. 
Sick and tired. Fed up. 
Fed up. Sick and tired. 
No two ways about it. Definite, only one answer. 
Snickelfritz. Penn Dutch term of affection for young, mischievous, 
or talkative children. 
Enough to make a preacher cuss. Vexing. 
Mad as a wet hen. Very angry. 
All tuckered out. Exhausted. 
Blithering idiot. Talking without sense.

 

Sadly Noted 
John J. Manley, 65, passed away April 15, 2018, as a result of an 
automobile accident near Dawson. His brother, Leo, is a member of 
our Board of Directors. Our sympathy goes out to the family. 

Jacqueline Helen O’Donnell, 93, passed away December 30, 2017, 
at Ames, Iowa. She was born January 7, 1924, to Isaiah Stratton and 
Yvonne Marie Ernestine Pavard at Raymond, Nebraska. She and her 
husband, Augustine Daniel O’Donnell, raised a family of eight boys 
and six girls. Another daughter, Nora, died shortly after birth. She is 
survived by her daughters Louise and Josephine “Jodi” O’Donnell of 
Ames, Iowa; Mary O’Donnell and Yvonne (David) Raes of Slater, 
Iowa; Margaret O’Donnell (Rick Herrman) of Ft. Davis, Texas; and 
Jacqueline O’Donnell of Davenport, Iowa. She is survived by her 
sons, Michael (Cynthia Michaelson) of Northfield, Minnesota; 
Daniel (Joyce) of Loveland, Colorado; Robert (Robin) of Payson, 
Arizona; Charles (Helen) of Westerville, Ohio; Patrick (Nancy) of 
Sioux Center, Iowa; Thomas (Paula Mohr) of Ames, Iowa; 
Alphonsus (Patricia) of Ft. Collins, Colorado; and Cole (Peggy) of 
East Moline, Illinois. Also surviving are 32 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her brothers 
Marcel and Walter Stratton, and two grandchildren.  

Marcel Stratton, 97, of Rollag, Minnesota passed away May 8, 
2017. He was born April 21, 1920, to Isaiah and Yvonne Marie 
Ernestine Pavard Stratton [John J. Heim family]. He is survived by a 
daughter Amy, and a son Phillip Marcel of Fargo, North Dakota. 

 

DONATIONS 
The following funds have been received since the last issue of the newsletter was published. Donations received after June 23, 2018, will be 
reported in the next newsletter. If you would prefer your donation to be listed anonymously or be unpublished, please indicate your 
preference. Thanks to all who contribute in any way to support the Pennsylvania Colony. 
Donations: 
Anonymous donation, $100 to the stained glass window repair fund, 

in honor of Keith Heim 
Anonymous cash donations, $41.25 
Michael Barnes, $25, in memory of Dwight, Lilah, and Rodney 

Wuster 
Wanda Bilsing, $500, in memory of Billie Sam Bilsing 
Jeanne Collado, $50, in memory of Marjorie Klima Weber 
Marjorie Fithian, $300 
Heim Cemetery Association, $2,000 
Paul Heim, $100 
Bret & Judith Hyder, $100, to the barn restoration fund 
John Scott Judd, $100, in memory of Linda Heim Judd 
Kent & Ann Knudsen, $100 
Phyllis Luebs, $35, in honor of Glenn and Ruth Stratton Brammer’s 

75th wedding anniversary 
Shirley Morris, $25, in memory of Harlan, Evelyn and Steve 

Richards 
Building Fund: 
Ron Blevins, $100 
Robert & Mary Bohlken, $100 
Kerry Dowdell, $50 
Doug Brown & Gail Korell, $2,500 
Debra Bryant, $50 
Theodore Feitshans, $35 

Building Fund (continued): 
Gary Georgi, $100 
Glenn & June Hayward, $500, in honor of their 66th wedding 

anniversary 
Doug & Judy Heim, $500 
John Hickey, $100 
Myron Klein, $50 
Karen Krofta, $100 
Margaret Kruesi, $250 
Deanna Lehl, $35, in memory of Harlan and Evelyn Richards 
Mary O’Donnell, $25, in memory of Jacqueline Stratton O’Donnell 
Shirley Pierce, $500, in honor of Jeannette Starrine Heim (Mrs.  

Vern Heim), who will be 100 years old on August 24 
Creighton & Phyllis Rehm, $75 
Richardson County Visitors Committee, $2,000 
Brian & Claudia Robertson, $200 
Roger & Lorrie Shorney, $50 
David Stratton, $50 
Larry & Rebecca Waltz, $50 
Randy Weber, $100, in honor of Robert & Marjorie Klima Weber 
Frances Whited, $100 
Janice Whitney, $25 
Charlotte Wuster, $100 
 

  Note regarding donations: We strive for accuracy as we compile our list of donors. If you note an error or omission, 
please bring it to our attention. Send comments or corrections to Charol Pleiss, 14721 Laurel Plaza, Omaha, NE 68116. 
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Penn Colony Membership 
The start of Penn Colony’s membership year is coming up September 1st, so it is time to renew. Your dues 
help pay for the newsletter and Penn Colony’s website. Thanks to all of our faithful members—we appreciate 
you! If you know of others who would be interested in joining the Penn Colony and receiving our newsletter, 
please drop us a line.  
 

Photo credits: Page 2. Linda Knudsen (Pleisses); Keith Heim (chairs). Page 3. Keith Heim (wire); Dan 
Pleiss (Pleiss & Kurtz); Keith Heim (courthouse). Page 4. Keith Heim (group). Page 6. Folklore book. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bad news at Bucyrus 
From Folklore of a Pennsylvania Colony in Nebraska, Elma Heim Larimore, 1955 

 
In the spring of 1873, John “Johnnie” Heim was one of a group of 
men who planned to go to Nebraska to buy land. The idea seemed to 
be to create in the mid-west a community similar to that of Blooming 
Grove. Some of the men carried money to buy land given them by 
others who were unable to make the trip. On their way they stopped 
at Bucyrus, Ohio, to visit friends and relatives. While there Johnnie 
received sad news from home which brought about his immediate 
return to Pennsylvania.  
 Following are copies of the telegrams concerning this: 

To John Gross, Bucyrus Ohio: “John Heim’s child [Martha] 
dangerously sick; if he has left telegraph him at Chicago.” —
J. C. Heim (brother of Johnnie). 

To Dr. J. A. Crawford, 4th St. near Pine, Williamsport, Pa. (sent 
from Ohio) “Dispatch received: will return in morning.” —John 
Heim. 

To John Gross, May 21, 1873. “Our Martha is dead. Funeral on 
Friday, 10 a.m.” —John Heim. 

 The other men of the group decided to return home also, taking 
this catastrophe to be a sign that God frowned upon the whole 
venture. Since it is thought they were headed for the Republican 
River Valley, it is perhaps just as well they did give it up. In writing 
of this incident, a granddaughter says “How fortunate, I think, that 
they did not get that far. We (Rev. Clyde and Lottie Heim Iliff) lived 
in that valley, in Furnas county, for seven years, and in most of those 

 
years there were crop failures. Furnas county was rightly named, it 
was so hot and dry. The crops were not as good as in old Richardson 
county at anytime.” 
 

 
In 1881, just months after the above photo, the family migrated 
to Nebraska. Front: Johnnie Heim, Alma, Margaret (Heim) Heim, 
Linda. Back: Christian, Rosa, Regina, and Jonas Heim. 

See also “Renewing our Bucyrus connection,” Page 3. 
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