
 

 

 

Penn Colony meets 98th consecutive time—Keith M. Heim 
Descendants of the fourteen families from Pennsylvania who settled at Dawson in the late 1800s met at Dawson for a reunion for the 98th 
consecutive year August 3 and 4. The event was held at the community museum just north of town. Fifty-four members coming from ten 
states were in attendance. The celebration began with the traditional watermelon feed on the lawn of the Henry Heim House Saturday 
evening, followed by a memorial church service Sunday morning at the museum. A catered dinner was served at noon. Margaret Ruth (Heim) 
Brown at 96 was the oldest attendee, while Kaye Williams at seven months was the youngest. Families represented by three generations of 
attendees included the Brown, Williams, and Ogle families. Glenn and June Hayward have been married the longest, 67 years, and Neal and 
Shirley (Heim) Pierce from Oregon traveled the farthest distance. 
 A panel of “seniors,” composed of Margaret Ruth (Heim) Brown, Glenn Hayward, Robert Williamson, and Keith Heim fielded historical 
and genealogical questions from the audience in the afternoon, satisfying not a few long-held curiosities. The popular event is likely to 
become a feature of future reunions. 

Attendees from Nebraska: 
Blair: Staci Wuster Griel. Dawson: Dwight Elliott, Joe & Michelle 
Heim, Violet Heim, Rev. Kenneth Hoesing, Leo & Betty Manley, 
Dick & Marilyn Ogle, Scott, Kris & Lauren Ogle, Dennis & Robin 
Thacker, Bob & Phyllis Williamson. Humboldt: Glenn & June 
Hayward. Kearney: Richard Brown, Heidi, Carroll & Willa LaClair. 
Lincoln: Keith Heim. Norfolk: Margaret Ruth Heim Brown. 
Omaha: Dan & Charol Pleiss, Doris Wuster, Scott Wuster Sr. 
Pawnee City: Gary & Becky Leatherman. 

Attendees from out-of-state: 
Alabama: David & Kathy Dalton, Foley. Colorado: Bob & Lois 
Williams, Stephen, Marissa & Lydia Williams, Danny & Meradythe 
Winslett, Caede Nolton, Colorado Springs; Eldean & Dixie Minary, 
Parker. Iowa: John & Susie Latusek, Dike. Illinois: Tom & Ada 
Haner, Pekin. Kansas: Jack Railsback, White City; Keith Robinson, 
Leavenworth. Minnesota: Doug Brown, Minneapolis. Missouri: 
Ann Heim Tobin, King City. Oregon: Neal & Shirley Pierce, Salem. 
Wyoming: Ron Blevins, Dubois. 
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President’s Letter 
As the saying goes – where has this year gone? The interior 
work on Phase 2 of the museum/community building is in 
progress—hopefully will soon be completed. Framing build 
out almost completed, electrical in progress, then drywall, 
trim-out and painting. The USDA loan proceeds have been 
received and funds are being drawn down on the USDA grant.  
 Once the construction work and painting, etc., have been 
completed, the display cases will be moved into the new 
building leaving more space for setting up the tables and 
chairs. The “chapel” area will also be moved into the new 

building with some of the stained glass windows built into the wall with light boxes to show off 
their colorful beauty.  
 Many enjoyed another successful watermelon feed and picnic reunion. The weather cooperated 
perfectly. 
 The Penn Colony’s fiscal year ended August 31. With the new fiscal year, reminders were 
mailed to those who had not yet renewed their membership. Thank you to all who have joined or 
renewed their membership. 
 The Penn Colony is continuing to collect and receive donations of artifacts. The new building 
will allow for more of these to be displayed. 
 Your continued financial support of the Penn Colony is greatly appreciated. If you have any 
questions regarding types of donations, please contact me. 
 Wishing you and your family a Happy Holiday Season.                                          —Dan Pleiss 

DONATIONS 
The following funds have been received 
since the last issue of the newsletter was 
published. Donations received after Octo-
ber 24, 2019, will be reported in the next 
newsletter. If you would prefer your 
donation to be listed anonymously or be 
unpublished, please indicate your prefer-
ence. Thanks to all who contribute in any 
way to support the Pennsylvania Colony. 
Building fund: 
Glenn & June Hayward, $500, in honor 

of their 67th wedding anniversary 
Bret & Judy Hyder, $50 
Debt retirement fund: 
Shirley Pierce, $250 
Grant: 
Richardson County Visitors Committee, 

$500 for newsletter& website expenses 

General fund: 
Ron Blevins, $150, in memory of Bertha Regina 

Heim Shively 
Margaret Ruth Brown, $200, in honor of Dan & 

Charol Pless 
Claudia & Brian Robertson, $50 
Marjorie Fithian, $100, in honor of Keith M. Heim 
Gary Georgi, $100, in memory of Mr. & Mrs. 

Henry Georgi 
Pauline Hanson, $25 
Charlie Heim, $200 
Joe & Michelle Heim, $100, in memory of Lowell 

Heim 
John Scott Judd, $100, in memory of Linda Heim 

Judd 
Mark & Lorrie Novak, $50 
Robert & Lois Williams, $1,000, in memory of 

Dolores Chapman 
Anonymous cash donations, $279 
 

Note regarding donations: We strive for accuracy as we compile our list of donors. If you note an error or 
omission, please bring it to our attention. Send comments or corrections to Charol Pleiss, 14721 Laurel Plaza, 
Omaha, NE. 

 

Heading for the last roundup 
The Dawson Herald for May 10, 1945, noted that a move was underway to disband the local 
chapter of the Anti-Horse Thief Association, which had been formed back in 1926 to counteract a 
wave of horse rustling in the community. Norman Ulmer became the group’s president. While 53 
concerned residents had joined the organization at its inception, the membership had dwindled to 
only 20 by the mid-forties as the need for the organization had diminished over the years. No 
meetings had been held in recent years. The amount remaining in the treasury, $35, was to be 
donated to the Red Cross.                                                                                                        —kmh 
  

 
Charol and Dan Pleiss 
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Vivid reminders of a far-off war—by Keith M. Heim 
 
In the spring of 1944, World War II was more than just a distant 
abstraction to the citizens of Dawson. To begin with, a large number 
of young men and women were serving in the Armed Forces, some 
of them in the thick of the fighting. Two men, S/SGT Robert W. 
Witt and S/SGT Don Belden had recently died in plane crashes, one 
in the South Pacific and the other in England.  
 The home front felt the pinch of the rationing of sugar, tires, 
gasoline, and shoes, and even grade schoolers collected scrap iron, 
aluminum, and rubber to be used in the production of war equipment 
and supplies. They could even support the war by buying savings 
stamps at recess. Blood drives met repeated quotas. In mid-January, 
The Dawson Herald reported that a fourth war bond drive had set the 
quota for Richardson County at $1,080,000, a whopping amount for 
a county with a population of only 19,000! A third bond drive had 
occurred only four months earlier! A committee composed of 
George Utermohlen, Melvin Heim, E.A. Kemist, Mrs. C. M. Cooper, 
Chas A. Heim, Max Georgi, Dr. Walter P. Ulmer, and E. J. Auxier 
had been selected to head the drive. When the drive concluded a 
month later, the patriotic citizens of the county had exceeded their 
quota by $92,908.25. 
 Less than two months later, Dawsonites got a bigger bang for their 
bucks. They must have thought that war had indeed come to their 
town when many were roused from their sleep at 1:30 a.m. by the 
sound of a huge explosion. It was distinct enough that some thought 
it had occurred at Dawson! 
 Actually, a shipment of depth charges being loaded onto a freight 
car had exploded at the Naval Ammunition Depot near Hastings, 130 
miles to the west. The blast left a crater some 150 feet long and 15 
feet deep. The freight car was never seen again. Three workers were 
killed, five were missing, and 35 were injured. Many buildings in 
nearby towns suffered considerable damage as did many of the 2,000 

buildings at the depot. It was reported that at that time the depot 
produced 40 percent of the ammunition being used by the Navy. 
Many civilians found employment in 
the defense industry, including many 
women. Several people from Richard-
son County were employed at the depot 
though none were injured. Presumably, 
most of the 11,000 employees worked 
day shifts. 
 On a lighter note, in April The 
Herald reported that “Dawson was all 
agog Saturday morning when a shiny, 
new 4-motored plane circled low over 
the town several times ‘dipping a wing’ 
when near the drug store. The pilot was 
Lt. Terry L. Kemist en route to Florida. 
Terry called his mother, Mrs. E. A. 
Kemist, from Lincoln the night before.” 
 As an indication of how intrusive the 
war was in our daily lives even in mid-America, The Herald of April 
20, 1944, carried an article about the school’s participation in the 
annual district music contest in Auburn, mentioning ratings given to 
several soloists. Dawson was well-known for its fine orchestra, with 
upwards of fifty instrumentalists, and Humboldt had a large brass 
band. The article notes that “There were no large groups taken (to 
the contest) this year, because of the war.” Presumably busses would 
have used too much rationed gas needed for Dawson’s fleet of six 
school busses that transported most of its students to and from 
school daily.  
 In December, 1944, The Herald reported that the Honey Creek 
school had 42 of its graduates serving in the armed forces.  

MEMBERSHIPS 
These are the current members of the Pennsylvania Colony Histori-
cal Society as of October 24, 2019. Memberships received after that 
date will be published in the next newsletter. 

Our most recent Life Member is John Heim. Thanks to John and to 
all our members for their support. 

Life Members:  Margaret Ruth Brown, Coons Farm, Lloyd & 
Donna Epley, Marjorie Fithian, Gary Georgi, John Heim, Keith 
Heim, Willis & Joyce Heim, Evelyn Heim Grubb, Betty Johnston, 
Marian Leatherman, Shirley Pierce, Mark & Lorraine Roller, Ben & 
Ann Tobin, Frances Whited, Charles & Debra Young, Barrett 
Young, Dee Young, Wayne Young. 

Patron Members:  Derek & Regan Baron, Ron Blevins, Robert & 
Mary Riley Bohlken, Doug Brown, David & Kathy Dalton, Dwight 
Elliott, John & Delores Fiala, Dave & Shirley Haner, Jerry & Sue 
Hayward, Doug & Judy Heim, Tom & Nanette Henry, Bret & Judy 
Hyder, Deanna Richards Lehl, Mark & Lorrie Novak, Dick & 
Marilyn Ogle, Jennifer Radulovich, Brian & Claudia Robertson, 
Gary & Jane Rushane, Roger & Lorrie Shorney, Stateline Propane 
Service, David & Jo Ann Stratton, JJ Stratton, Robert Weber, Janice 
Whitney. 

Sustaining Members:  Scott & Susan Bice, Lorna Heim Donatich, 
Barbara Fullmer, Dennis & Kathryn Hayward, David A. Heim, 

Myron Klein, Andy &Sue Leatherman, Curt & Mary Leitko, Linda 
& Steve McGuire, Mark & Laura McPeek, Dan & Charol Pleiss, Sue 
Seaton, Donajean Sensel, Dave Shorney, Randy Weber, David & 
Donna Wuster. 

Family Members:  James & Carol Anadale, Dan & Alta Breuns-
bach, Scott & Cindy Callaway, Jim & Mickey Carmichael, Doug & 
Jenny Edwards, Stephen Feitshans, Jack & Kristi Hall, Dennis & 
Carrie Haner, Glenn & June Hayward, Joe & Michelle Heim, Joe Jr. 
& Ketti Heim, Bill & Sue Hensler, Margaret Kruesi, Dr. & Mrs. 
John Kurtz, Gordon & Peggy Kurtz, John & Susie Latusek, Gary & 
Becky Leatherman, Tim & Debbie Leatherman, George V. & Betty 
Briese Ludwig, Leo & Betty Manley, Tom Martin & Karla Bohm-
bach, David & Nedra Merck, Eldean & Dixie Minary, Scott & Kris 
Ogle, Creighton & Phyllis Rehm, Dennis & Robin Thacker, Neil & 
Margaret Thacker, Steve & Norma Ulmer, Bob & Phyllis William-
son, Rose & Dale Wood, Marvelyn Wuster. 

Individual Members:   Sherry Berthot, Cheryl Bishop, Kip Bunyea, 
Rita Cushenbery, Jerry Dallmann, Charles Davis, Kerry Dowdell, 
Jean Feitshans, Ted Feitshans, Kent Fiala, Elissa Gaskins, Charlie 
Heim, Violet Heim, Jay Hickey, John Hickey, Vicky Ingram, 
Katherine Judd, Janet Lane, Louise Stratton O’Donnell, Kathy 
Riggs, Kristy Snethen, Joe Stehlik, Carolyn Way, Charlotte Wuster, 
Doris Wuster. 

  

Inscribed on a monument 
erected by the victims’ 
fellow employees at the 
Ammunition Depot: “They 
gave their lives that liberty 
might not perish.” 
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A letter from the Epleys 
Last August’s Penn Colony picnic was the first ever 
where no descendant of the Henry and Regina Heim 
family was in attendance. Donna Heim Epley, their grand-
daughter, and husband Lloyd send us their greetings.  

 
 

Dear Ones,  
 Since the end of July, Donna and I have been at Heritage 
Day Care Center in Mason City, Iowa. This permits our 
daughter Dea to have a reprieve from the three years of 
weekly three-hour drives to Kalona, Iowa, to take care of our 
needs. 
 I suffered a pulmonary embolism in July and was 
hospitalized at the University of Iowa. The pain from a lower 
back compression fracture experienced in the hospital has 
subsided. After skilled care, I can walk short distances with a 
walker. Dea and husband John visit us regularly. She keeps 
me stocked with books although I do not read as quickly as I 
used to do.  
 Donna still has hospice care in the nursing home in the 
same room as I. She is slowly declining. We have been 
married 67 years. I sing to her daily. She does not talk much 
but is reassured by my voice. I turned 94 in September and 
Donna and I consider us blessed, especially having you as 
family and friends. We welcome calls and correspondence 
and visits, too. Cherish your faith and your family. God bless. 
 Love, Donna and Lloyd 

 
 

How we talked . . . 
We have a few more sayings to add to our collection. You won’t 
hear most of these today—some are typically Pennsylvania Dutch, 
some strictly “American.” If you want to add to our collection, 
please send them to us. 

Dead as a doornail.  Very dead! 
Mad as a hornet.  Very angry. 
Too big for his britches.  Having a swelled head. 
A dog in the manger.  Guarding something to keep anyone 

else from getting it. 
Cat got your tongue?  Why don’t you speak? 
Fits like a glove.  A good fit, snug. 
Two cents worth.  Volunteering an opinion. 
Stiff as a board.  Very rigid. 

Grand Avenue School—a follow-up 
Our last issue featured Marilyn Thacker Ogle’s story of her educa-
tion in the Grand Avenue country school.  
 In 2007 we published the recollections 
of Edna Heim Keller who was the teacher 
at Grand Avenue in 1920-’21. In the photo 
of the school below, Edna is pictured with 
her students. We found the photo of 
Edna (right) in the yellowed pages of the 
1928-’29 Dawson High School Journal. 
The caption indicates she taught “4th 
Grade and 5th B.” 
 My own remembrance of the school is 
an evening when my dad took me with 
him to an oyster supper! In later years, I 
often thought that was an unlikely happen-
ing in the farmlands of middle America. 
 Editor Keith also remembers attending 
an oyster supper there in mid-winter with his parents. Volunteers 
prepared the soup on a gas stove in the basement of the school. He 
remembers the excitement when Clarence Noa was carried up from 
the basement, having been overcome by gas fumes. Keith’s mother 
became ill as well. 
 Most farmers of that day, ca 1940, belonged to the Farmer’s 
Union, which sponsored the annual soup supper as well as a water-
melon feed held in local groves in the summer. Keith notes that 
small-town newspapers of the late 1800s and early 1900s invariably 
contained a number of ads for local groceries and restaurants for 
fresh oysters—apparently a popular treat. Supposedly, they were 
shipped in almost daily by rail. 
 Anyone else have memories about Grand Avenue School?    —shp 
 

 

Preserving a tradition 
My grandma, Mrs. Samuel F. (Elizabeth) Heim, used to make straw-
berry and cherry preserves which she put in bowls, then placed them 
under glass frames outside on the ground under the direct rays of the 
sun. I don’t know if the preserves had been fully cooked before 
doing this, how long they were kept outside, or what sunlight was 
supposed to do for them.  
 Was this a Pennsylvania Dutch recipe? And what about ants? 
Does anyone know more about why and how this was done? I do 
remember that the preserves baked into her home-made tarts were 
delicious!                                                                                   —kmh 
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Dawson grads from 1891 to 1976 
What you read here is not likely to happen again, and sadly, 
not in Dawson with the closing of the school several 
years ago. But it reminds us of the days of putting down 
roots and the stability of families that was the life of our 
cousins. Below is one of a series of articles written by 
Elma Larimore Griffith and compiled in the book, Dawson’s 
History for the Bicentennial 1976. 

 
In this day and age of mobility it must be somewhat unusual for 
representatives of four consecutive generations in one family to 
graduate from the same high school. Dawson has had this honor. 
 Mary Heim was the only girl graduate in the first graduation class 
of Dawson High School in 1891. The young man who later became 
her husband, Clarence W. Stratton, was a student in the same school 
but due to the death of his father was not able to finish. Later in life 
he did finish his education by attending summer school and by 
correspondence courses. Mary was an elementary teacher at Dawson 
for two years before her marriage to Clarence. 
 Their first child, True Stratton, graduated from Dawson High in 
1913, the first one of the second generation. She was also an 
elementary teacher in Dawson school for two years before her 
marriage to Reuben Ulmer, who was a graduate in the class of 1911. 
 Their first child, Evelyn Ulmer, was the first graduate of the third 
generation from good old Dawson High School in the class of 1934. 
 Other members of this family of Reuben and True: Lorraine 
Shorney, Sylvia Anderson, Ernest Ulmer, Marian Leatherman, and 
Nadine Hill, were also graduates of Dawson High. 
 Marian Ulmer graduated in 1941, the 50th anniversary of the Class 
of 1891. In honor of this event her grandfather, Clarence Stratton, 
played two cornet solos using the same two he had played on the 
occasion of that first graduation, “Memories Polka” and “Rose of 
Tralee,” his accompanist being his daughter, True. 
 The fourth generation graduate was Linda Leatherman in 1964. 
She was the first child of Marian and Wayne. She, with Gary, Andy 
and Tim were all graduates of Dawson Verdon High School as 
consolidation of the two schools had taken place a number of years 
before. The youngest member of this family, Kristi, also graduated 
there this Bicentennial year of 1976. 
 This is the last of the line from one family, and it will be noticed it 
came down from generation to generation to girl graduates each 
time. 

 

WANTED!  
Does anyone have an “old fashioned” 
wooden wall telephone to donate for  
the Henry Heim house? These devices  
may have been commonplace for us  
oldsters, but they will be a curiosity to  
modern folks who  look upon dial  
phones and even land lines as relics  
of ancient history!  Ask them what  
 “central” means.                    —kmh  

Photo credits: Page 1: Shirley Pierce. Page 2: Linda Knudsen (Pleisses). 
Page 3: Adams County Historical Society (monument). Page 4: Shirley 
Pierce (Eppleys); Ruth Heim Brown (Edna Keller); Unknown (Grand 
Avenue School). Page 5: Family (Sylvia Anderson). Page 6: Dan Pleiss 
(chapel area); Shirley Pierce (museum artifacts). 

 

Sadly Noted 
 

Sylvia Fern (Ulmer) Anderson, 99, passed 
away July 2, 2019, at Olathe, Kansas. A 
daughter of Reuben and True Ulmer, she was 
born at Dawson on November 8, 1919. After 
graduating from Dawson High School, she 
attended Peru State College, and after the 
outbreak of World War II, she worked for the 
Department of the Navy in Washington as a 
medical stenographer. There, she met Dale 
Anderson and was married February 1, 1942. 

Until recently, she lived in Springfield, Missouri, for many years. 
She is survived by a daughter, Careen Whisenhunt of Springfield, 
three grandchildren, KayCee Stacey, Angela Ball, and Derek Baron, 
and five great-grandchildren, Kyler Baron, Ellis Baron, Evan Baron, 
Hayden Baron, and Gage Stacey. Sylvia’s sister, Marian Ulmer 
Leatherman of Dawson, also survives. 

Ruth Jean Schulze, 101, passed away September 9 at Falls City, 
Nebraska.  She was a daughter of Jess and Gladys (Buser) Hendricks 
and graduated from Dawson High School in 1936.  She married Don 
Belden and they had a daughter, Mickey, and a son, Jon, who died in 
infancy. Don was killed in action in World War II on January 4, 
1944. She married Frederick J. Schulze on May 14, 1947. She is 
survived by her daughters, Mickey (Jim) Carmichael, Sue (Galen) 
Harmon, Sandy (Eldon) Hansen, and Linda Santo and her partner 
William Reed. George (Donna) Perry, whom the Schulzes raised, 
also survives. She is also survived by a sister, Lee Farrar, nine 
grandchildren and nineteen great-grandchildren. Burial was in the 
Verdon Cemetery. 

Marian Ruth (Stratton) Brammer, 95, passed away July 12, 2018, 
at Henderson, Nevada. She was born August 30, 1923, to John and 
Edythe (Parker) Stratton at Brownville, Nebraska. She was married 
to Glenn D. Brammer April 18, 1943, a marriage which lasted nearly 
76 years until his death April 8 of this year at the age of 95. Their 
children, Wanda Gottschalk (J. Michael), Merry Sillitoe (Russell), 
and John Brammer, survive, as well as 10 grandchildren, 26 great-
grandchildren, and two great-great grandchildren. Her sister Phyllis 
Leubs and brother David Stratton also survive. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Glenn, her parents, her sisters Elnora Mack 
and Arlene Johnson, grandson Jason Brammer, and daughter-in-law 
Mary (John Brammer). 

Glenn Brammer, 95, passed away April 8, 2019. He was born 
October 7, 1923, to Sandford and Sadie (Lancaster) Brammer at 
Wetmore, Kansas. On April 18, 1943, he was married to Marian 
Ruth Stratton. [See obituary above.] Other survivors include sisters 
Geneva Lee, Mary Humfeld, Carolyn Jo Shawl, and brother Fred 
Brammer. 

Elaine (Wagner) Todd Roberts, 99, passed away May 17, 2019, at 
Rochester Hills, Michigan. She was born at Osgood, Missouri, on 
March 18, 1920, to Stanley P. and Verna Elaine Wagner and was a 
descendant of David and Christine (Eckard) Wagner, who came to 
Dawson from Blooming Grove and Bucyrus, Ohio, in 1880. Her 
birth name was Phyllis Elaine. She married R. Mark Todd (deceased). 
Their three children, David, Ann, and Stan survive, as does a sister, 
Meredith Willcox. In 1969, she married Aubrey Roberts (deceased). 
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Does this look familiar?  
If you are family or friend of Penn Colony, you will be receiving a 
letter from Colony president Dan Pleiss in your mail, and a brochure 
that looks something like this one (right). 
 Now that the year is almost over (!), it is a good time to think about 
the IRS and your contact with that agency next April. Your donation 
to worthy charitable institutions is an important factor, and we hope 
you will consider Penn Colony in your planning. Dan, being a CPA, 
offers excellent advice. See his contact information, page 2.        —shp 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Window restoration is complete—Dan Pleiss         Recent donations to the Penn Colony Museum 
When lightning struck the Dawson Evangelical church in the summer 
of 1921, it set the tip of the high steeple on fire, and the flames 
spread slowly down the steeple, eventually reaching the sanctuary 
itself and completely destroying the building. The slow progress of 
the flames enabled members of the congregation to save most of the 
furnishings of the building, including several stained glass windows. 
The windows, stored in a barn for three quarters of a century had 
deteriorated badly. A successful appeal to our readers for funds to 
restore them enabled us to contract with an expert, who has now 
completed the restoration. 
 The windows will be displayed near the chapel area in the new 
wing of the museum  Light boxes now being built will show off the 
beauty of the stained glass. Thanks to those who helped in the effort. 
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The chapel area under construction. Note 
the spaces reserved for stained glass 
windows, the cross, and bulletin board. 

 

Photo, right: This item is a donation 
from the Fern (Mrs. Richard) Heim 
estate. Its origin is unknown. When 
Marilyn Ogle, museum monitor, 
accepted the item it was thought to 
be a butter churn. If you can identify 
it or if you have more information, 
please let us know. 
Below: June and Glenn Hayward are 
donors of the late 1800s candle 
snuffer, built for dual usage: (1) 
Snuff out altar candles at the end of 
the service. (2) Clean up and use to 
dip ice cream at socials. Key on top 
turns the scraper inside the scoop. 


