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A teen accused of killing 16-year-old Broomfield High School student Chad Britton in a 

November car accident near the school was driving under the influence of marijuana, according 

to police. 

He got behind the wheel of his car after smoking weed, even though a friend tried to persuade 

him not to drive, police officers testified at a preliminary hearing Tuesday. 

At the hearing in Broomfield, three police officers described their investigation into the Nov. 3 

crash. 

The 17-year-old driver, who authorities have not identified because he is a minor, is accused of 

killing Britton by hitting him with the car. The teen is suspected of smoking marijuana before the 

crash, and had only had his drivers license for six days, police testified. 

The 17-year-old, who is not a Broomfield High student, is facing charges of vehicular homicide, 

driving while intoxicated, reckless driving, possession of marijuana and possession of drug 

paraphernalia, according to the District Attorney’s Office. 

His arraignment is scheduled for April 8. 

At the preliminary hearing Tuesday, Broomfield police officer Colby Allen said he interviewed 

four passengers who were in the driver’s car at the time of the crash. The teen passengers told 

Allen the driver had been smoking weed in the car and seemed too high to drive safely. 

One of the students in the car told Allen the driver “was driving like he was sitting on the 

couch,” he said. 

Another friend, who told the officer he smoked weed with the driver before driving to 

Broomfield High School the day of the crash, tried to convince the teen he should take the wheel 

instead. The teen driver refused. 

Allen said none of the teens saw Chad standing near his car, which was legally parked on 

Daphne Street next to the school. The students, who were distracted by their phones or talking 

with each other, only remember seeing glass flying from the windshield, Allen said. 



Officer Jacob Schrock said the teen driver was given a drug and alcohol test about two hours 

after the accident. The driver did not have alcohol in his system, but a blood test found THC. 

The driver also had trouble walking in a straight line and following directions, and smelled like 

marijuana, Schrock said. 

Based on the test results, it was unsafe for the teen to drive, he said. 

Officer Robert Shephard, one of the first officers on the scene after the accident on Nov. 3, said 

the driver stayed on scene and sat on the curb with his head bowed and his arms hugging his 

knees. Meanwhile, other students ran to help Chad until an ambulance arrived. 

“He said, “I don’t know what happened,’” Shephard said. 

Allen said passengers in the car that hit Britton fled the scene just after the crash, but returned a 

short time later because they agreed they should help police with the investigation. 

 


