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We hoped advocates of Colorado's retail marijuana free-for-all were right. They told us laws 

against marijuana did not work in the first place. Legalization, therefore, would not lead to an 

increase in use of the drug. Users, after all, had all the access they could want from an 

unregulated black market. 

But a new study indicates they were wrong. The government's National Survey on Drug Use and 

Health found the percentage of Coloradans over 12 who reported using marijuana "in the 

previous month" for the years 2012-13 rose to 12.7 percent. It's the second highest use rate in the 

country, placing us just behind Rhode Island. It is a distinction that says legalization probably 

increases use and abuse. 

The study found use of alcohol and other recreational drugs has also increased since Colorado 

legalized recreational marijuana. 

Furthermore, a Survey USA poll conducted for the Denver Post showed 10 percent of those who 

voted in the 2012 election that legalized recreational pot would vote another way in an election 

today. Amendment 64 passed by less than 55 percent, so a significant shift in attitudes could 

undo the law in an election. 

The same poll found that 38 percent of Colorado residents believe the law has negatively 

affected the perception of Colorado in other states. 

Correlation is not necessarily cause, but the growth in substance abuse - as found by the federal 

survey - cannot be good for Colorado. And while no one can prove a link to Amendment 64, it is 

reasonable to suspect the increasing use of marijuana relates to the fact retail outlets market the 

drug, advocate its use and sell it like soda. They must, if they are to make profits and survive in a 

competitive market. 

It's also reasonable to conclude that increases in marijuana consumption relate to increased use of 

alcohol and other drugs. Substance abuse experts have insisted for decades that marijuana serves 

as a gateway to other forms of substance abuse. 

Advocates of legalization are correct in pointing out that laws against pot are difficult to enforce. 

The drug is gleaned from a noxious weed easily cultivated privately in a household basement or 

closet. 

Fortunately, compliance with laws does not typically come at the insistence of someone with a 

badge and gun. Most people pay their taxes, simply because it's the law. Most obey stoplights, 



because it's the law. And when pot was illegal, most avoided it - because society said it was 

wrong. 

As the new federal study seems to indicate, more people use marijuana when the rules of society 

say it's OK. But increasing use of another intoxicant is not something in the best interest of 

Colorado. Medical studies and physicians are determining marijuana can have long-term, even 

permanent, effects on the brains of young people. It is believed to reduce memory in users of all 

ages. It impairs driving. Few employers, for a variety of reasons, want a pool of employees who 

are stoned. 

What was a common-sense presumption has become official: By legalizing drugs, we see more 

of them. The trend is likely to get worse, further harming our state's children, families, schools, 

employers and reputation. 

 


