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NEW YORK (MainStreet) — With some data indicating that the legalization and 

decriminalization of marijuana may be leading to an increase in dog poisonings, will the ASPCA 

and the Marijuana Policy Project be at odds? 

 

“We have seen a nationwide increase in calls about pet exposures to marijuana,” said Katie 

Branflick, spokesperson for Pet Poison Helpline a 24-hour animal poison control service 

available throughout the U.S., Canada, and the Caribbean. “Generally speaking, veterinarians in 

those particular states with legalized marijuana have been seeing marijuana cases for a long time. 

Marijuana is, by far, the most common illicit drug that pets are exposed to and, fortunately, 

rarely causes death. Therefore, most vets have had experience with such cases and are familiar 

with treatment protocols.” 

 

Brankflick provided some data on the number of calls the helpline has received over the years, 

indicating a steady uptick as marijuana legalization has progressed nationwide . There were 23 in 

calls 2007, 28 in 2008 and 19 in 2009. But a spike in calls - nearly four times the amount - 

occurred in 2010 when her hotline received 73. The increase has continued continued steadily, 

jumping to 99 in 2011, 117 in 2012, 181 in 2013 and 184 so far this year. 

Researchers and veterinarians are also aware of this trend. Some are urging more education 

about this. 

 

Dr. Justine A. Lee, a diplomate of both the American College of Veterinary Emergency and 

Critical Care and American Board of Toxicology, pointed to a study conducted by Colorado 

State University and Wheat Ridge Veterinary Specialists, and published in the Journal of 

Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care, that highlights the dangers of cannabis to canines. 

“[Researchers] noticed a four fold increase in dog poisoning involving baked goods laced with 

THC,” Lee said. “Two similar human studies showed an approximately 30% increase in 

accidental poisonings in children - especially those younger than two years of age, where 

accidental ingestion of food-laced marijuana products were ingested. All of these findings were 

identified in states where marijuana has been legalized. This is something a lot of states do not 

think about when they pass legislation to legalize marijuana.” 

 

“Pet poisonings involving marijuana will definitely increase with decriminalization of 

marijuana," Lee continued. "This is a huge concern for states. Legislators need to be aware of 
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this. Educating people about the importance of keeping baked goods out of reach of animals and 

children is important. In dogs, the biggest danger is THC butter. Marijuana is fat soluble so the 

concentrations are very high in THC butter, and fatalities have been seen with accidental 

ingestion in dogs.” 

According to this 2012 Colorado veterinary study, the increase in the number of dogs treated for 

marijuana intoxication occurred between 2005 and 2010. This followed the legalization of 

medical marijuana in that state. The study claims, “A significant correlation was found between 

the number of medical marijuana licenses and marijuana toxicosis cases seen in 2 veterinary 

hospitals in Colorado. Ingestion of baked goods made with medical grade tetrahydrocannabinol 

butter resulted in 2 deaths.” 

“The trend we’ve seen in recent years involving pets and marijuana is significant,” said Ahna 

Brutlag, DVM, an associate director of veterinary services at Pet Poison Helpline. “Of all illicit 

drugs, marijuana has always been responsible for the most calls to Pet Poison Helpline, but this 

recent increase is the sharpest we have ever seen.” 

Causes of pet poisoning are inhalation of smoke, ingestion of the plant and ingestion of edibles 

or hash products. The most common form of poison is that of a dog eating a dried plant or 

marijuana edibles - sometimes containing chocolate according to Pet Poison Helpline. 

But Mason Tvert, the communications director for the Marijuana Policy Project in Denver, 

cautions that apparent uptick in marijuana poisonings might be merely a reporting increase. He 

told MainStreetthat one must consider that people are probably much more inclined to seek 

assistance now that they don't have to fear being arrested for possessing marijuana.  

 

"You probably didn't have a lot of people reporting that their dog ate their illegal marijuana for 

fear of being punished,” he said.  

 


