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PHOENIX (June 30) – Arizonans for Responsible Drug Policy (ARDP), a political action committee 

dedicated to stopping the Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act (RTMA), released the following 

statements today in response to the RTMA ballot filing: 

 

“This proposition will not accomplish anything its supporters say,” Seth Leibsohn, Chairman of ARDP 

said. “It does not permit limited amounts, it allows for twelve marijuana plants per household—pounds of 

marijuana.  It also would allow hundreds of marijuana gummy bears per person.  It will not eliminate the 

black market, just as it has not in Colorado or Washington.  It will lead to more youth use, just as it has in 

Colorado and Washington.  It will lead to expanded use in the rest of the population, worse education 

outcomes, and more traffic accidents, just as it has in Colorado and Washington.  And the revenue to the 

state will be less than negligible, all the while increasing the costs to the state for such things as treatment, 

rehabilitation, counseling, accidents, enforcement, criminal violations and true education deficits.  This 

proposition upends decades and decades of good and hard prevention work while at the same time 

negatively affecting everything from our health, education, welfare, and law enforcement systems.” 

 

“This proposition creates a marijuana monopoly for the medical marijuana industry making them wealthy 

while the rest of us pay the price,” Sheila Polk¸ Vice-Chair and Yavapai County Attorney said. “The 

Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act is 20 pages of legalese and new laws. It means bigger 

government, including special marijuana police, while allowing the industry to market marijuana-laced 

candies. The RTMA elevates the rights of pot users above employers and property owners. It will 

diminish our state’s ability to provide safe roads and safe workplaces. As Yavapai County Attorney, as a 

parent, and as an Arizonan, I urge the voters of Arizona to defeat this proposition.” 

 

Other community leaders opposed to this proposition added the following: 

 

Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery: “The Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act 

represents the very worst of special interests funding initiatives to promote their own goals. The people 

who will pay for their greed are the families who will lose loved ones to marijuana impaired drivers, teens 

who will suffer from the effects of high potency marijuana, and businesses who won’t be able to maintain 

a quality workforce or discipline those who show up high on the job.  Say no to greed. Say no to RTMA.” 

 

Glenn Hamer, President and CEO of the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry: “This 

proposition is in direct conflict with the interests of Arizona’s business community and our state’s 

prosperity. The RTMA endangers Arizona's employers and employees. There simply is no upside to 

legalizing recreational marijuana — especially for our state’s business community. The squeeze is on. As 



special interests aligned with legalizing recreational marijuana make their way across the country, 

Arizona must not fall victim to this public policy experiment with far-reaching implications for our 

businesses, our communities, and our state’s public health." 

 

Lea Marquez Peterson, President/CEO of the Tucson Hispanic Chamber of Commerce: “The 

business community should be wary of this proposition. It greatly diminishes employers' rights to regulate 

their workplace and provide a safe environment for their employees. As a state, we should be focusing on 

bringing high paying jobs and new businesses to Tucson – and to the state. We should not be fighting to 

add another addictive substance and government entity to our community.” 

 

Dr. Eva Maldonado, PhD., Licensed Clinical Psychologist specializing in substance use disorders: 

“It's simple: increased availability increases use.  Increased use and experimentation with mood-altering 

drugs inevitably brings the possibility of abuse and a negative impact on health and wellbeing. The 

science is in – marijuana hurts developing brains and diminishes intellectual abilities. Marijuana curtails a 

person's potential.  We already have more than enough substance abuse problems in this state, why would 

we want to add another harmful substance to the mix?  As a mental health professional and citizen of 

Arizona, I strongly urge voters to vote no on the RTMA." 


