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From Th e Minister’s Desk

I
write this about a week aft er visiting Prague in 
the Czech Republic for the fi rst time. One of the 
fi rst places we visited was the Old Town Square 

in Prague, in which this memorial to Jan Hus serves 
as the centerpiece. 

    As Rick Steves writes 
in his well-researched 
travel book on Prague and 
the Czech Republic, “Jan 
Hus (c. 1369-1415) lived 
and preached more than 
a century before Martin 
Luther (1483-1546), but 
they had many things in 
common. Both were college 
professors as well as priests. 

Both drew huge public crowds as they preached in 
their university chapels. Both condemned Church 
corruption, promoted local religious autonomy, 
and advocated for letting the common people 
participate more in worship rituals. Both established 
their national languages. . . . And, by challenging 
established authority, both got in big trouble.”
 “In 1414, the Roman Catholic Church convened 
the Council of Constance to grapple with the 
controversies of the day. . . . [T]hey called Hus to 
Constance, where on July 6, 1415, they declared 
him a heretic. Aft er refusing to recant his beliefs 
and praying that God would forgive his enemies, 
Hus was tied to a stake and burned alive. But by this 
time, Hus’ challenging ideas had been embraced by 
many Czechs, and sparked the bloodiest civil war 
in the country’s history. , . . I[]n the 16th century, a 
German monk named Martin Luther found a more 
progressive climate for these same revolutionary 
ideas. . . . While Hus loosened Rome’s grip on 
Christianity, Luther orchestrated the Reformation 

that fi nally broke it. Today, both are honored as 
national heroes as well as religious reformers.”
 Th e memorial shows “Jan Hus – the reformer 
who became the symbol of Czech nationalism 
– stand[ing] tall amid the rising fl ames [as his 
followers look on]. . . . His defi ant stance – as 
depicted so powerfully in this monument – 
galvanized the Czech people, who rallied to fi ght not 
just for their religious beliefs but for independence 
from any man-made (rather than natural, or God-
given) controls.”
 We Unitarian Universalists claim many 
forebears. In Hus, we fi nd a very early reformer of 
Christianity, who bravely advocated for ideas we 
assume without a second thought six centuries later: 
that our relationship to what each of us considers 
highest and best cannot be mediated by anyone else 
and that each person stands equal before whatever 
judgment of our lives there will be. Th ese ideas 
might seem obvious to some of us in our time. But 
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President's Letter to Congregation
Pat Lindgren, President

 Ever wonder what the 
President of the church does? 
Well, I was asked by the 
Nominating Committee to write 
a job description and I thought 
you would like to see it. I have 
been the President for three 
and a half years now and will be 
giving up my position in four 

more months, so we will be looking for a new 
President. Are you interested?

General Description
 Th e President works with the Minister, the 
Board of Trustees and the chairs and members of 
the various committees to ensure that the church is a 
welcoming, inclusive, fi nancially stable organization 
that provides a liberal religious home in the West 
Valley. Th e President serves for a term of two years 
and a maximum of two terms. 

Meetings
Board Meetings
 Ten times a year the President presides over the 
meetings of the Board of Trustees. Th ese meeting 
take place the fi rst or second Sunday of the month 
from September thru June. Th e president, with help 
from the Minister and Vice President, prepares a 
meeting agenda and sends that to the other Board 
members for corrections or additions. Aft er making 
any necessary changes, the agenda is sent to the 
Church Administrator along with a cop of the 
minutes of the last meeting from the Secretary to be 
distributed to the congregation by blast email. (see 
attached example of a board agenda)

people like Jan Hus gave their lives then that we 
might have the freedom to believe those ideas today 
without facing much personal cost. 
 When I think about what our forebears’ faith 
asked of them and what they sacrifi ced to live their 
faith, I realize again how much I take for granted. 
And I ask myself what I am willing to give to defend 
the religious principles I hold dear in my own time. 
I’ll keep working on answering that question, and 
I’ll see you in church.
     Yours in our faith,

 Th e President calls the meeting to order, follows 
the agenda, uses general parliamentary procedure to 
guide the discussions, and calls for voting on items 
that come before the group.

Ministerial Advisory Group (MAG) Meetings
 Th ree times a month from September through 
June, the President meets with the Minister, the Vice 
President and other invited members as part of the 
MAG. Th ese meetings take place once a week except 
the week of the board meetings. Th e purpose of this 
meeting is to work with the Minister on problems, 
changes and plans that the Minister has for the 
church. Th ese meeting are informal and no minutes 
are kept. Th is is oft en when the agenda for the next 
board meeting is formulated. 

Annual Meeting
 Th e President presides over the annual meeting 
of the entire congregation that takes place in early 
January. Th e purpose of this meeting is to elect 
offi  cers and trustees of the board, to discuss and 
vote on bylaw changes, and to approve the annual 
budget for the church. Th e President and board 
prepare the agenda for the meeting, approve a 
preliminary budget, and accept nominations from the 
Nominating committee for new offi  cers and trustees.
 All the board members serve for terms of two 
years with the President and Treasurer being elected 
and one or two trustees elected one year and the 
Vice President, Secretary and one of two trustees 
elected the alternate year. 
 Th e President and the Minister make their 
reports to the congregation.
 Th e President and Minister select a 
congregational member to be recognized for special 
and extraordinary contributions during the past 
year before the meeting, the president orders and 
presents a plaque to this person.
 Th e President announces the nominations for 
the new board members, calls for nominations from 
the fl oor, then calls for the votes. 
 Th e President calls on the Finance Director and 
the Treasurer to present the budget, and when all 
discussion of the budget is done, the President calls 
for the vote. 

Communications
 Th e President writes a column for the church 
newsletter each month from September through 
July, may write a report to the board for the board 
meetings, and usually writes an article for the 
website at the beginning of each term.
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Volunteer Needed To Record 
Our Sunday Service 

 Easy to follow instructions to record the sermon, 
take attendance and mail the fi le. Contact: John 
Cline at 623-544-2425 or email johnclin@cox.net

Social Hall TV
Charlie Mannino

 As requested by Rev. Terry, we have started  
running announcements on the new TV in the 
Social Hall to save time at the beginning of the 
worship service. Please take the time to read them 
before or aft er the service.
 Starting this month people who have an event 
will need to prepare their written announcement 
and get to it to Kathryn, our church administrator, 
no later than Wednesday. Th at is the same as our 
current deadline for announcements that will 
continue to be emailed to the congregation. Th ere 
will be no opportunities for last-minute additions 
later in the week because Kathryn will need to 
prepare the announcements for the fl at screen at 
the same time.
 Th e TV is also available to any club or 
organization that uses our facilities.
 I want to thank the following people who helped 
with this project, Boe St. Peter and Michael Gentry 
who brought the TV into the church and Don 
Helms and John Cline who installed it.

 Th e Monthly Book Report
MaryAnne Balzer

 Welcome back faithful readers to a new year of 

great UU Library reading! New books are ordered 

and will be available in October. Th ere will be a 

new book fair in October to introduce the new 

titles. Th e books will also be available for fi rst 

check-outs at that time. Below is a partial list of 

new books. More titles will be listed next month. 

Th e brief book descriptions are quoted from 

InSpirit Books, UU Bookstore.

“Spilling the Light,” by Th eresa Soto. A deeply 

compassionate and spiritually empowering book, it 

tends to our souls and emboldens us to become our 

truest selves.

“How Does it Feel to be Unwanted?,” by Eileen 

Truax. In an era of increasing anti-immigrant 

sentiment and bigotry, each of these 13 stories 

illuminates the issues a� ecting the Mexican 

community.

“Beyond Absence,” collected by Edward Searl. 

Drawn from poets, philosophers, theologians and 

clergy, this collection will assist anyone seeking to 

express and explore the mystery and grief of death.
 
“For Praying Out Loud,” by L. Annie Foerster. A 
collection of prayers and advice on writing prayers 
that welcome whole communities and create a holy 
space for events. 

“Detained and Deported,” by Margaret Regan. 
An intimate look at the people ensnared by the US 
detention and deportation system.

“Road Map for Revolutionaries,” by Elisa Camahort 
Page and others. A handbook for e� ective activism, 
advocacy, and social justice for all people.

“Did I Say Th at Out Loud?,” by Meg Barnhouse. 
From this popular writer and songwriter comes 
another wonderful collection of nearly forty essays 
fi lled with humor, sharp wit, optimism and wisdom.

Have a wonderful new Church season shared 
with a terri� c UU book!

Homeless Youth Connection 

“Back to School” Drive
Maggi Mahan

 Th e teens are starting a new school year, and it’s 
time for us to help with a “Back to School” Drive. 
During September, please place your donation in 
the trunk in the Social Hall. Donated items will be 
delivered at the end of the month.

Items that are currently needed:

• Gift  cards for Fry’s and Walmart ($10 - $20 each)
• Liquid laundry detergent
• Toothpaste
• Mouthwash
• Deodorant (men’s and women’s)
• Shampoo & Body wash (men’s)
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BUUK Circle
Julie Wambach

 BUUK Circle begins in October, so you might 

want to start reading now. We meet SECOND 

Tuesday evening 6:30-8:30pm in the Choir Room. 

Please join us whether you’ve fi nished the book or 

haven’t yet started it. For more information, contact 

Julie Wambach azwambach@icloud.com. 

October 15, 2019 - “Tribe: On Homecoming and 

Belonging” by Sebastian Junger.

 Junger points to the levels of depression and 

loneliness among us today brought on by the 

diffi  culty in fi nding a group we can call our own. 

“Combining history, psychology, and anthropology, 

TRIBE explores what we can learn from tribal 

societies about loyalty, belonging, and the eternal 

human quest for meaning.”

Welcome Back!
Debby Bullins, Music Director

 September is the time to 
welcome everyone back to our 
UUC Surprise family. I hope you 
have had a wonderful summer 
whether your time was spent 
close to home or far away. My 
summer has fl own by spending 
time with family and friends 
while traveling through this 
beautiful country of ours.

 First of all, I want to thank you for supporting 
my participation at the four day AUUMM 
Conference in Denver this July. What a wonderful, 
exhilarating and energizing experience I had. Each 
day started early with workshops, breakout sessions, 
lunchtime recitals, choral reading sessions, variety 
shows, and choral rehearsals with composer/
clinician, Mark A. Miller.
 Summer is also a time when I spend hours 
perusing through choral music looking for 
the perfect anthem for worship as well as the 
holiday season. So many wonderful anthems and 
composers, so little time!
 With that in mind…Do you love to sing? Do you 
fi nd yourself singing or humming in the car or in 
the shower or in the grocery aisle and getting those 
curious looks from strangers? I have the perfect 
outlet for your musical side. Join the UUC Surprise 
Choir! It’s fun, free and a really good time. 
 Our choir season begins with our monthly 
rehearsal on September 12 from 1:30 – 3:30 pm., 
with the choir singing on September 15 for service. 
Th e choir sings about three Sundays a month and 
has rehearsals on those Sundays from 9:00 – 10:00 
am. We also have a monthly rehearsal on a Th ursday 
from 1:30 – 3:30 pm. Th e members of this choir 
have one thing in common, the love of music (and 
parties!) 
 We welcome everyone to our little band of 
merry makers.

Give us a try - won’t you please join us?
Make music a part of every day!

“Th e most valuable possession you can own is an 
open heart. Th e most powerful weapon you can be is 
an instrument of peace.”  Carlos Santana

2019-2020 Summer Camp 
Scholarship Fundraiser
Dinner and a Movie

Date:  Saturday, September 28 
Time:  5:30-9:00 p.m.
Tickets:  Adults- $15; Children- $7

Help us raise money for the Summer Camp 
Scholarship Fund by a  ending the Children’s RE 
sponsored “Dinner and a Movie” night.

Dinner:  Will be served from 5:30-6:30 and 
includes; Spaghe   , salad, garlic bread and a 
brownie. Drinks will be on sale for $2

Feature Movie:  “What About Bob?”
6:30-8:30 - In this PG comedy, 
a successful psychotherapist 
(Richard Dreyfus) loses his mind 
a  er one of his most dependent 
patients (Bill Murray), an 
obsessive-compulsive neurotic, 
tracks him down during his 
family vacation.

There is a sign-up sheet on the ac  vi  es table in the 
social hall. Please R.S.V.P. by Sunday, September 22.
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RE Report
Lisa Lawrence, DRE

    I’m really looking forward to September, a time 
to welcome families back, hear about summer 
adventures and see our classrooms fi lled with 
children that I love. As for myself, I spent a lot of time 
over the summer researching curriculum. I expect 

a lot out of the curriculum I 
choose. I want a curriculum 
to nurture open-mindedness; 
empower youth to better 
appreciate human diversity 
and continue to help children 
develop their own theology. In 
addition to that, it needs to be 
fun and something they can 
relate and look forward to. 

     Th is year I’ve had a great amount of luck coming 
up with ideas, and we’re defi nitely going to be 
mixing it up! We’ll be practicing mindfulness and 
meditation to develop healthy rituals; talk about 
evolution on an awe-struck, spiritual level; work 
on emotional development with Todd Parr picture 
books; view and discuss carefully curated Ted-Ed 
videos with our YouTube-loving youth; and dissect 

philosophical and moral dilemmas in some of Dr. 
Seuss’ most beloved classics. 
      Th e fun begins on Sunday, September 8th at our 
annual Ingathering for a Sunday School Welcome 
Back Breakfast. Th e event is from 9:15-10:00 a.m. 
and we welcome new, existing and prospective 
families to join us. To attend please R.S.V.P to the 
children’s religious education director, Lisa Lawrence, 
at: uucslisal@gmail.com Classes will commence 
following the breakfast.
     Another congregation-wide event coming up 
is the “Dinner and a Movie Night: Summer Camp 
Fundraiser” on Saturday, September 28th. Last year’s 
scholarship program to increase attendance was a 
hit and we’d like to do it again. Depending on funds 
raised, we might even be able to increase the number 
of kids sent. Th ere will be a brief presentation from 
this summer’s attendees during service on Sunday, 
September 22nd. In addition to silent donations, 
children’s RE will also be holding other fundraising 
activities throughout the year, so stay tuned! If you 
are interested in donating, please contact DRE Lisa 
Lawrence or Rev. Terry Sims. 
     Who will be this year’s highest attendance 
holders???

Visit our web site for 

current information

www.uusurpriseaz.org



A�  rmation 

Love is the spirit of this church 
And service is its law. 
Th is is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, 
To seek the truth in freedom, 
And to help one another. 

17540 N. Avenue of the Arts, Surprise, AZ 85378-2581 
Phone: 623.875.2550
www.uusurpriseaz.org Email: uucsaz2@gmail.com 

First Class Mail

Join us for Sunday service at 10:30 am

If you are not a member but would like to receive church announcements by email, 

please send your email address and full name to uucsaz2@gmail.com.

Sermon Titles For September 2019
Th e Th eme for this month is Covenant

9/1 – Rev. Dr. Cathy Corbin-Mannino……………………….…………………My Favorite Transcendentalist

 A compilation of wisdom words from Ralph Waldo Emerson; a major player in our UU heritage. 

9/8 – Rev. Terry Sims  ................................................................................................... Th e Purpose of Promises 

 What are we trying to do when we make and rely on promises? And what promises are we willing to make? 
A covenant is a solemn or sacred promise. Discovering the purpose behind di� erent kinds of promises tells 
us much about what we hope to do in church.

9/15 – Rev. Terry Sims ............................................................ Th e Promise of Power and the Power of Promise 

 In our e� orts to impose order on a chaotic world, a legalistic approach treats others’ promises as rules we can 
use to achieve power over others and protect ourselves. But a covenantal approach fi nds the real power of our 
promises to each other not in the rules they establish, but in relationship.

9/22 – Rev. Terry Sims ............................................................. Restoring Covenant A� er Promises Are Broken

 Don’t make promises you can’t keep. Until recently, this seemed to me like a good, black-letter rule. But I 
have begun to believe that a new understanding of covenant may call for us to see sacred promises, even 
broken ones, di� erently.

9/29 – Rebecca Riggs……………………….………………………................................................ Shaky Houses

 As Unitarian Universalists we draw on many faith traditions and we try to honor various truths handed 
down to us over the ages. Today we will focus on the Jewish tradition of Sukkoth..a time to contemplate the 
fragile nature of our living.


