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From Th e Minister’s Desk

L
ast month, as Louise Roug said in the title of 
her article for Huff Post, “Elites Gather[ed] 
In Davos To Rich-splain Poverty As Th e 

World Spirals Into Crisis”. “[T]housands of business 
leaders, lawmakers and activists [] convene[d] 

in Davos[, Switzerland] 
to discuss the greatest 
challenges facing the world. 
. . . But, to its critics, Davos 
embodies everything that’s 
wrong with the current 
moment.
 ‘Th ey gather to 
talk about making the 
world a better place. But 
instead they commandeer 

our conversation,’ said Anand Giridharadas, 
author of Winners Take All: Th e Elite Charade of 
Changing the World, who will not be attending. 
. . . “[T]he plutocrats who shattered the world 
order are gathering to make out in the mountains,’ 
Giridharadas said. 
 According to a report from the anti-poverty 
coalition, timed to coincide with Davos, the world’s 
2,200 billionaires grew 12 percent wealthier last year. 
But the wealth is not trickling down. Th e poorest 
half of the world got 11 percent poorer in 2018, and 
today the top 26 billionaires own the same wealth 
as the poorest 3.8 billion people. . . . Among those 
on the list were Jamie Dimon, CEO of JPMorgan 
Chase, who has tripled his net worth since 2009, 
and Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, whose wealth 
grew 1,853 percent in that period. . . .
 Th e problem with Davos is that it provides ‘a 
moral glow of heroism to people who should be 
begging for society’s mercy for their role in breaking 
our social contract,’ said Giridharadas. ‘No one at 

Facebook should be on a panel explaining anything. 
Th ey should be apologizing …. ’To Giridharadas, 
Davos amounts to a week of ‘rich-splaining,’ 
characterized by terms that shift  the conversation 
away from actual social change [.] . . . ‘Th ese elites 
have essentially used the rhetoric of changing the 
world to prevent change,’ he said.” [Louise Roug, 
“Elites Gather In Davos To Rich-splain Poverty As 
Th e World Spirals Into Crisis”January 21, 2019, 
https://news.yahoo.com/elites-gather-davos-rich-
splain-173910373.html.]
 It can be tempting to demonize the wealthy. 
And there may indeed be moral risks to one’s soul 
that come with hugely disproportionate wealth. 
Charles Mathewes and Evan Sandsmark wrote: 
“Th e idea that wealth is morally perilous has an 
impressive philosophical and religious pedigree. 
Ancient Stoic philosophers railed against greed 
and luxury, and Roman historians such as Tacitus 
lay many of the empire’s struggles at the feet of 
imperial avarice. Confucius lived an austere life. 
Th e Buddha famously left  his opulent palace 
behind. And Jesus didn’t exactly go easy on the 
rich, either — think camels and needles, for 
starters.” [Charles Mathewes and Evan Sandsmark, 
July 28, 2017, https://www.washingtonpost.
com/outlook/being-rich-wrecks-your-soul-
we-used-to-know-that/2017/07/28/7d3e2b90-
5ab3-11e7-9fc6-c7ef4bc58d13_story.html?utm_
term=.7052f5b54f1d.] 
 On the other hand, wealth brings great 
opportunity to do good in the world. And some 
wealthy people use their wealth to give generously 
to change the world for the better. So demonizing 
all those who are wealthy is neither deserved nor 
productive. I’m not sure that demonizing any group 
of people, or any one person, is. 
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President's Letter to Congregation
Pat Lindgren, President

 I was thinking about what 
to write for this month’s article 
and as always, my mind raced 
with thoughts taking byways and 
tangents. One of those byways was 
the expression “I am not religious 
but I am spiritual.” Th is leaves 
open so many questions. How do 
you defi ne religious? How do you 

defi ne spiritual? How are they diff erent? Is one better 
than the other?
 Most of what I read about this dictamen 
describes religion and religious in common terms.
Wikipedia says: “religion refers to organizational or 
communal dimensions”
 Biography Online says: “Religion usually entails 
adhering to a certain dogma or belief system. Religion 
is oft en concerned with sin, guilt and a concept of a 
God who punishes. Many followers of religion feel 
that only their path can lead to salvation.”
 Dr. Kathleen Hall says: Religion is “a personal 
or institutionalized system grounded in belief in 
and reverence for a supernatural power or powers 
regarded as creator and governor of the universe.”
None of these defi nitions fi t the Unitarian 
Universalist religion. Our religion is much more 

UUJAZ Job Opening
Nora McGinnis, Admin Assistant

 Unitarian Universalist Justice Arizona network 
is seeking a half-time Executive Director. UUJAZ 
focuses its justice work based on relationships by 
strengthening congregational justice ministries, 
connecting congregations and activists across the 
state, and working for socially just public policy at 
the state legislature that allow our progressive values 
to be heard and have impact over the long haul. If 
you feel passionate about a variety of justice issues 
and enjoy working collaboratively, we encourage 
you to contact us! Fundraising, event planning and 
maintaining a social media presence are all part of the 
job responsibilities. Visit our website www.uujaz.org 
to see the job description and salary range and to 
discover how to apply.

 As with racism, the question we should be 
asking about economic inequality is not how good 
or evil people are (because all of us have the capacity 
to act in both ways), but how we are all trapped in 
a system that divides us into white and black, the 
privileged and the underprivileged, rich and poor. 
It is not money or people that are the problem, 
necessarily. Th e problem is economic and political 
systems that produces vast disparities between rich 
and poor, the unimaginably wealthy and those 
dying of starvation and diseases that could be cured, 
the powerful and the powerless. Th e system is not 
personal. Our criticisms of each other based merely 
on our relative wealth should not be either.
 How to change the system that produces such 
inequalities is the conversation all of us need to 
have. Our church is a place for such respectful 
conversations. I’ll see you there. 
     Yours in our faith,

like the defi nitions of spiritual that are contrasted 
with those of religion. Th anks to my fi nding and 
joining the U U church, I can say that I am religious. 
I believe in our seven principles. I attend church on 
a regular basis. I support my faith with my time, my 
talents and my fi nances. 
 I have read in several places that there are 6 
diff erences between religion and spirituality:
1. Th ere are no rules in spirituality
2. Spirituality is based only on love and not fear
3. Religion tells you the truth – spirituality lets you   
 discover it
4. Religion separates, Spirituality unites
5. Th e diff erence between karma and punishment
6. Spirituality allows you to walk your own path
 Yet when I read these diff erences, it seems 
that we could substitute the word spirituality with 
Unitarian Universalism and it would almost make as 
much sense. 
1. We do have a rule in UU, but it is very diff erent 

from the rules in most other faiths. We ask that 
you believe and try to live by the seven principles. 

2. Our faith is based on love and inclusion, not on 
fear and exclusion.

3. We ask that you fi nd your own truth in our 
fourth principle

4. Our faith is based on uniting people, not 
separating them for diff erences.

5. We do not talk about punishment for trespasses.
6. We all have some common goals, but we walk our 

own path to those goals.

 I am glad to have found this religion and proud 
to say that I am religious and spiritual.
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Membership News
Chris Baker, Membership Chair

 Th e Visitors Table has been 
working well.  Talking to visitors 
to share our church’s beliefs and 
principles has been a joy. 
 Ambassadors working the 
crowd are helping to make sure 
we connect to as many visitors as 
possible. But we would like to see 
more green ribbons. 
 We are happy to report that we have had 7 new 
members sign the book in the last few months!

 Please welcome: Lee and Mary Jane Askern, 
  Rich and Sylvia Manalis, 
  JoAnne Barbanell,
  Dianne Evans  ,
  Joyce Delgado.

Free pizza will be served during 

the Coff ee Hour on 

Sunday, March 17th and 31st

Pizza donated and served by Ken and 

Bonnie Saunders (donations accepted)

Everyone is invited.

Circle Suppers - March 29, 30, 31
Susie Cole and Nancy Flann

 Join us for our March circle suppers.  Th ere will 
be a couple meal options.  Due to the popularity 
of the dinner at Th e Colonnade, this will again be 
off ered.  However, this will be a noon lunch on 
Saturday, March 30 hosted by Ruth Halpert and 
Sally Th omas. Guests order off  the menu and pay for 
their own meals.
 Th at weekend, there will also be the in-home 
potluck option.  Here the hosts provide drinks and 
appetizers while their guests are assigned to bring 
main dish, salad or dessert. 
 Circle suppers are a great way to get to know 
your fellow UU’s a little better.  Sign up in the social 
hall.  Any questions should be directed to Susie Cole 
406.600.8857 scole100@msn.com or Nancy Flann 
623.583.4636 nancyfl ann@hotmail.com

Lights, Camera, Auction!
Saturday, March 2nd

 Join us for an evening of fun, entertainment, 

lively conversation, good food, and an opportunity 

to support the church. We will spend the evening 

on the red carpet at a premiere event. Come and 

socialize with established and new stars. Please dress 

up and let us know who your favorite stars are.

 If you missed the February 22nd deadline you’re 

welcome to still attend and pay $20 at the event.

 Th e evening will begin at 3:30 pm with your 

entrance on the red carpet to review numerous 

choices of fi ne goods to bid on during the Silent 

Auction, while sipping on beverages and enjoying 

hors d’oeuvres.

 Dinners, trips, games, family fun, and other 

selections of activities will be open for bids in the 

live Auction. Dinner at 6 pm and followed by Th e 

Dessert Dash. As dinner and dessert are fi nished, 

volunteers will be ready to fi nalize your purchases.

Th e evening’s schedule is:

  3:30 pm ......................... Silent Auction

  5:00 pm ............................Live Auction

  6:00 pm ......................................Dinner

  7:00 pm ........................... Dessert Dash

  7:30 pm .............. Finalizing Purchases

To volunteer, please contact Mary Beth Chrest at 

mbchrest@gmail.com or 503-317-1182 (cell), or Janet 

Jeff rey at jjeff rey@yorku.ca or 623-972-5920 or 

416-602-5928 (cell)

UU Endowment Fund
Naming the Endowment Fund of the Church 

as a benefi ciary of your estate or a specifi c 
asset, such as an IRA or life insurance plan, 
provides a simple way to begin your legacy 

now by providing for our church work in the 
future. If your circumstances change, 
you can alter your plans at any time. 

For further information call: 
Brooks Marshall at 623-362-1195.
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Great Decisions 2019: U.S. Foreign 

Policy Discussion Series
Bonnie Saunders

 Th e Middle East is still in turmoil. Th e U.S. and 
China are near a trade war. Th e U.S. has announced 
it will get out of another treaty. If you want to learn 
more about what is happening in U.S. foreign policy, 
join Bonnie Saunders in a discussion of eight of the 
hottest topics in U.S. foreign policy in 2019. Bonnie 
will have the briefi ng book for $20 in January. See 
her at church or e-mail her at Bonniesaun@aol.com
to get a book and sign up for the discussions.
 Discussions will begin at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following Mondays:
Decoding U.S.-China Trade  ....................................3/4
Cyber Confl ict and Geopolitics .............................3/11
Th e U.S. and Mexico: Partnership Tested .............3/18
State of the State Department and Diplomacy .......3/25 

Please have information for the Newsletter 
submitted by Noon on the 15th of each month 

to the Editor, Charlie Mannino at 
uucsnewsletter@gmail.com

Annual Church Picnic/Cookout 

at White Tanks Regional Park

All are welcome to this fun, 

outdoor event being organized by 

the Children’s RE Committee. Join 

us on Sunday, March 24th at Ramada 

4F from 2:30-6:30 p.m. and bring a 

main entree for your family to grill 

and an additional dish to share with 

the group. Th e sign-up sheet is on the 

community table in the social hall. 

Park entry fee is $7 per vehicle. 

Bring your own chairs. 

Hope to see you there! 

Please contact uucslisal@gmail.com

 with any questions. 

Th e Monthly Book Report
MaryAnne Balzer

 March brings us warming and spring patio time 
enjoying the Arizona outdoors, a time for reinfusing 
our knowledge of our chosen faith. Th is month I 
have chosen a selection of particular UU related 
books, available in our Library, for your spring forth 
in UU.

“Our Chosen Faith,” subtitled, ‘An Introduction 
to UU’, by John Buehrens and Forrest Church, 
number 289.133BUE. Th is 4.5 Amazon rated 
book has been around since 1989. It remains a 
strong discussion of UU. Th e book “gives a solid 
introduction to the UU faith. Some portions focus 
on the historical and doctrinal roots, while others 
draw on the experiences of the authors (both UU 
ministers) as well as contemporary understandings 
and practices…Th is is an easy read and for a short 
volume seems to cover all the basics of UU well. 
Th e experiences of the authors are particularly 
helpful.” Quoted from an Amazon review.

“Th e Incredible Story of Ephraim Nute,” subtitled, 
‘Scandal, Bloodshed and Unitarianism on the 
American Frontier,’ by Bobbie Groth, number 
289.133GRO. Th is is a terrifi c, exciting and eye 
opening look at UU on the American frontier. “In 
the spring of 1855, a young Unitarian minister 
and his brand new fl ock found themselves in the 
midst of an undeclared civil war over slavery in 
the Kansas Territory. Th ey were shot at, scalped, 
burned out, impoverished and imprisoned. Th eir 
faith and pacifi cism were sorely tested,” book 
description. Rev Nute is a true UU hero. Th e author 
is a UU community minister and the great-great-
granddaughter of Rev. Nute.

“Th e Almost Church,” subtitled, ‘Redefi ning UU for a 
New Era,’ by Michael Durall, number 289.133DUR. 
From the forward the author says: “I have no doubt 
this book will prod, upend, upset, inspire and 
instigate new ideas among those who care about 
the future of UU. Despite its strengths, our faith 
tradition has been compromised by the attempt 
to be all things to all people, and to off end no one. 
In doing so, we have lost sight of the meaning of 
religion today.” Th is is a powerful 5 star book whose 
fi rst chapter title has the courage to ask: “Does your 
congregation have a soul?” Th e author attends All 
Souls UU Church in Tulsa Oklahoma. 

Have a great day shared with a terrifi c UU Library read!
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RE Report
Lisa Lawrence, DRE

“Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its 
law; this is our great covenant: to dwell together 
in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one 
another.”      James Vila Blake, 1894

     Th ese words rang true on 
February 2nd at our RE day of 
family service. We had several 
families and congregants show 
up to volunteer at the Dysart 
Community Center/Mobile 
Food Pantry. Many thanks to 
those who lent a hand. Th is is 
an ongoing service project that 
takes place the fi rst Saturday of 
the month all year round. For 

more info. contact uucslisal@gmail.com 

    Beginning Sunday, March 3rd children will be 
participating in a disability awareness program 
called “Friends Who Care” for the remainder of 
the RE season. I have chosen an award winning 
disability awareness curriculum developed by Easter 
Seals and sponsored by Friendly’s. Classes K and up 
will be combined for this program.
     FRIENDS WHO CARE® is designed to help 
children better understand what it means and 
how it feels to be a person with a disability. Th is 
educational program gives students the opportunity 
to learn what is involved when someone has a 
disability and how they adapt to live life,  go to 
school, or work as independently as possible.  Th e 
goals of the program are simple: to encourage 
kindness, caring, acceptance, empathy and inclusion 
of individuals with disabilities as people fi rst. 
     Th e curriculum explores a range of disabilities 
and includes specially craft ed learning activities, 
hands-on exercises, guided discussions and guest 

BUUK Circle
Julie Wambach

 BUUK Circle meets SECOND Tuesday evening 
6:30-8:30pm in the Choir Room. Please join us 
whether you’ve fi nished the book or haven’t yet 
started it. For more information, contact Julie 
Wambach azwambach@icloud.com.

March 12, 2019 - “Th e Feather Th ief: Beauty, 
Obsession, and the Natural History Heist of the 
Century” by Kirk Wallace Johnson.
  Th e true story of a young American musician 
who steals rare bird feathers from Th e British 
Museum of Natural History. We know the thief 
was a champion of the Victorian art of salmon fl y-
tying, but there is much more. “Th e gripping story 
of a bizarre and shocking crime, and one man’s 
relentless pursuit of justice, Th e Feather Th ief is also 
a fascinating exploration of obsession, and man’s 
destructive instinct to harvest the beauty of nature.”

April 9, 2019 - “Factfulness: Ten Reasons We’re 
Wrong About the World - and Why Th ings are 
Better Th an You Th ink” by Hans Rosling, Anna 
Rosling Ronnlund and Ola Rosling.
 Off ers ten instincts that interfere with our 
getting correct answers to important questions and 
our being systematically just plain wrong.

“One of the most important books I’ve ever read 
- an indispensable guide to thinking clearly about the 
world.” - Bill Gates

“Factfulness by Hans Rosling, an outstanding 
international public health expert, is a hopeful book 
about the potential for human progress when we work 
o�  facts rather than our inherent biases.” - Former 
U.S. President Barack Obama

speakers.  It starts with an introduction to disability, 
and looks at vision, hearing, and physical disabilities 
and then at learning disabilities including ADHD, 
autism and intellectual disabilities.
 I’m looking forward to bringing this curriculum 
to our Sunday school and hope that it provides more 
ways to live out our 7 principles in everyday life.
     We are looking for guest speakers that have 
personal experience with disabilities to come and 
speak to the children on any of the above relevant 
topics. A template and assistance would be provided 
to help develop a presentation, so, please, don’t let 
that deter you! If you would be interested in sharing 
your experiences, please contact me at uucslisal@
gmail.com 
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Musings from the Lo� !
Debby Bullins, Music Director

 A few blocks from the walls of the White House 
is a thriving, high-end restaurant, Sakina Halal Grill, 

owned by Kazi Mannan, where 
a daily buff et lunch of Pakistani 
Indian food is served. “However, 
it’s anything but just another 
restaurant. Beyond the delicious 
fl avors you fi nd, the warm Chai 
Latte or fresh lemon water, you 
would never know that homeless 
people are walking in and out to 

experience the same thing paying customers are.
 “If someone says I need a free meal, OK,” 
Mannan said. He doesn’t ask questions and never 
judges anybody. His policy has remained the same 
for the last fi ve years. If you’re hungry, poor or 
homeless, you eat for free. In 2018, he estimates they 
served over 16,000 free meals. “If you can’t aff ord 
a meal, come in and have a free meal. Enjoy the 
same atmosphere that everybody who is paying is 
enjoying,” Mannan said.
 By now, Mannan and his employees know most 
of D.C.’s homeless community and their order by 
heart. “We have so many that are like a regular 
guest. We know them and what they want to eat. 
Some have teeth problems so we give them boneless 
chicken, tender ones,” Mannan said. 
 Mannan is an immigrant from a small village in 
Pakistan. When he arrived to the United States in 
1996, he had less than $5 in his pocket. “Once upon 
a time, I was in a similar situation where I didn’t 
have enough money to eat. You pass by a restaurant 
but never able to go in. When you don’t have money, 
nobody is going to let you in,” he said. Aft er he 
opened his restaurant in 2013, he decided homeless 
people eat for free.”
 “People have fear that a lot of homeless people 
have mental issues, health issues, they are dirty, not 
clean and if you let them come in they will ruin your 
business,” Mannan said. “I tell them look at my life 
and look at my restaurant - does this look dirty to 
you?”
 No, not at all. Mannan is a person whose 
kind heart and good energy vibrates throughout 
the room. His restaurant is the same. Every inch 
of decor including the wall paper was imported 
from Pakistan. It’s far from a dirty restaurant. “I 

don’t want any donation but if you’re coming in 
to eat, that’s your support of helping a community 
restaurant that is off ering kindness and love to 
others,” Mannan said. “I’m trying to worship our 
Creator through food.”
 Th e American dream lives in Kazi Mannan. His 
belief that every human being has worth, deserves 
respect and a helping hand demonstrates his 
character and how he sees the world as one family. Is 
that immigrant seeking asylum the next Kazi?

Passover Seder 

Saturday April 20, 5PM
Susan Lee Walling

 Join us at a Passover Seder to be held at our 

UUC. We will enjoy an evening of traditional Seder 

food and an abbreviated Seder service, co-led by 

Rich Manalis and Susan Lee Walling. Whether the 

Seder is a part of your family tradition or a new 

experience, we hope you will join us for a delightful 

evening of food, wine, song and a chance to socialize 

while taking part in this special spiritual event that 

celebrates freedom!

 Because of limited space … members and 

church attendees will have fi rst “dibbs” on signing 

up – but, to confi rm your reservation, you must 

sign-up AND PAY no later than March 31 (unless 

we fi ll up earlier in which case we will maintain a 

waiting list). Sign up begins February 24. Th e cost is 

$20 per person, preferably paid by check. Children 

of members/church attendees who are 14 years old 

or younger may attend free of cost. Please sign up 

each of your children who will be attending with 

you at the time you sign up. Th ere will be planned 

activities for the children related to Passover.

 If there are still spaces available, on April 7, you 

will have an opportunity to sign-up and PAY for up 

to two guests per household, again on a fi rst come-

fi rst serve basis. Cost for guests is $30 per person 

and must be paid by check.

 Th is year the committee will be doing the prep 

work and cooking, mainly in the UUC kitchen, 

BUT we do need volunteers to set-up the social hall, 

set the tables, set up the buff et, serve, clean-up and 

break down the room. Please sign-up to volunteer 

for one of these assignments (if you are physically 

able to do so) when you make your reservation on 
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Visit our web site for 

current information

www.uusurpriseaz.org

We Are Here To Be Of Assistance!
Lay Pastoral Care Committee

 If you, your family or another member of our 
congregation are experiencing illness, hardship, 
isolation or are in need of support, please contact 
Lenore Gaudin (623-933-0186) or the church o�  ce 
(623-875-2550) or speak with any of the committee 
members on Sunday at church. We wear a second 
name tag that says Lay Pastoral Care.

the sign-up sheet. Th e Passover Menu will be posted 
at the table adjacent to the sign-up sheet.
 In past years, the Seder has sometimes been fully 
subscribed and gotten rave reviews – so we suggest 
you sign-up and pay early. Your payment is your 
confi rmation of a place at the table.
 For more information and to sign-up and pay, 
visit the Passover Seder table in the Social Hall aft er 
services on or aft er February 24th or contact Susan 
Lee Walling, 602.750.3293.



A�  rmation 

Love is the spirit of this church 
And service is its law. 
Th is is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, 
To seek the truth in freedom, 
And to help one another. 

17540 N. Avenue of the Arts, Surprise, AZ 85378-2581 
Phone: 623.875.2550
www.uusurpriseaz.org Email: uucsaz2@gmail.com 

First Class Mail

Join us for Sunday service at 10:30 am

If you are not a member but would like to receive church announcements by email, 

please send your email address and full name to uucsaz2@gmail.com.

Sermon Titles For March 2019
Th e Th eme for his month is “Truth”

3/3 – Rev. Terry Sims  ....................................................................................................................... Protecting Truth
 Th e idea of truth is under attack, and has been for some time.  I believe that as religious people, as Unitarian 
Universalists, we have a spiritual duty to stand up for and protect truth – not the truth, but the idea of truth, the 
goal of truth, the belief that there is such a thing everyone can agree on. 

3/10 – Rev. Terry Sims.........................................................................Truth, Perspective, and (Mis)understanding 
 Th ere may be some practical, objective truths that apply to all of us.  But there are defi nitely personal truths, 

things we know about our individual selves because of our experiences, desires, and perspectives.  I think our 
spiritual task is to make room for our own and others’ personal truths in our shared lives.

3/17 – Rev. Doug Bland ....................................................................................................................... Irish Blessings
Wear green this Sunday in honor of St. Patrick, St. Bridget and the gift s of the Irish.  In these days of 
spiritual fragmentations and ennui, the Celtic saints have much truth to teach us: the Earth is sacred and 
all things are connected.

3/24 – Rev. Terry Sims.................................................................................................. Is Honesty a Relative Virtue? 
Every religion and most cultural norms I’m aware of adjure us to tell the truth.  And yet people consistently lie.  
If there are times when honesty is not the right ethical choice because another virtue is more important, how do 
our spiritual values help us make that decision?

3/31 – Juliet Gustavson ................................................................................ Life - Th e Grand Improvisation Part II 
How can we loosen up, think on our feet, and take on everything life has to off er with skill, chutzpah and a 
sense of humor? We look at more improv wisdom.


