
Look What You Can Find At Your Library!
•   Where’s Waldo! Find Waldo during the Winter Early Literacy Fundraiser   •

•   Author Visits – Terri DeBoer, Leslie Helakoski, and Otsego’s own Abby Lyne   •

•   Informative Programs – Learn about Business, Herbs, and the Titanic   •

•   Creative Programs for Adults and Teens including a Fused Art Class   •

•   Adult Winter Reading Program and Book Clubs for Teens and Adults   •

•   Fun Programs for Preschool and School-Age Kids   •

•   Oceans of Possibilities Summer Reading Program Preview   •

•   New Kids’ Shelving, Book Donations, and So Much More   •



ADULT PROGRAMS
How to Start Your Business
George Fotis, Certified Business Consultant, Michigan Small 
Business Development Center
Thursday, February 17 at 7 PM

This seminar will help you assess your readiness for entrepreneurship, 
evaluate the viability of your business concept, understand the steps to 
starting a business, and take advantage of business planning tools.

THYME to learn about Herbs!
Judi Roberts, Master Gardener
Thursday, March 3 at 7 PM

Do you want to start your own herb garden? Learn all of the ins and outs of planting and preserving herbs. Free seed 
packets will be available thanks to a donation from Plainwell Home Depot!

Creative Café
Fused Glass with Kathy Kuipers 
Friday, March 18 from 1-3 PM 
Saturday, March 19 from 10 AM – 12 PM 

Another class will open 
Saturday afternoon if 
these fill.

These classes are 
for adults only, but 
there will be a Friday 
afternoon session 
from 4 - 6 PM for 6th 
- 12th graders with or 
without parents.

Create a spring-inspired 
fused glass art project. 
Participants will be able 
to choose from a variety 
of styles to make. 

The cost is $20 and pre-
registration is required 
(non-refundable). 

Cost of the class covers 
the instruction, your 
finished art project, and 
refreshments.

Brighter Skies Ahead
Terri DeBoer, Author
Thursday, April 7 at 7 PM

As a television meteorologist, 
Terri DeBoer has delivered 
West Michigan’s “wake up” 
weather for three decades. She 
also co-hosts a daily lifestyle 
show eightWest. Terri’s public 
journey took her through the 
many seasons in life. 

In her debut book, Brighter Skies 
Ahead: Forecasting a Full Life When 
You Empty The Nest, Terri shares 
lessons from her most challenging 
season of life: adjusting to the quieter 
life in an empty nest.

Brighter Skies Ahead is an upbeat and 
inspirational collection of fifty short 
essays, where Terri shares strategies 
for discovering peace, hope, joy and 
purpose in the “next season” of life.

Join Terri for a special conversation about her book, where 
she will read excerpts from her favorite chapters and answer 
questions about her life and work. Terri will have books and 
journals available to purchase and autograph.



ADULT PROGRAMS

Titanic: Michigan Connections 
Jay Follis, Curator of the Gilmore Car Museum
Thursday, April 21 at 7 PM

April 15 is the 110th Anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. 
The story of the Titanic is well-known, but did you know that 
Michigan has several connections to the disaster? During this 
program you’ll hear the amazing, yet little-known stories of 
several West Michigan passengers aboard the doomed liner. 

Nearly 100 items found at Titanic’s debris field will be on 
display as well as rare photos, postcards, sheet music, and 
newspapers surrounding the event. As a researcher and 
museum professional, Jay Follis has passionately pursued 
many facets of American history, including a fascination with 
the R.M.S. Titanic

Read & Dine
Adult Winter Reading Program
January – March 31

Sign up to be part of Read & Dine Adult Winter Reading 
Program this winter! Read ten books and you can enter a 
drawing to possibly win a Kindle Fire or a $25 gift card to a 
local restaurant. 

Reading logs will be available at the circulation desk or at 
our drive-thru pickup window. 

ALL Participants who finish reading all 10 books will receive 
a cookbook (while supplies last). Thank you to the Friends 
of the Library (Kindle and cookbooks) and local restaurants 
for sponsoring this program!

Book Clubs
2nd Monday Book Club
2nd Mondays of each month at 2 PM

January 10 Crazy Rich Asians  
  Kevin Kwan

February 14 Girl Waits with Gun  
  Amy Stewart

March 14 The Weight of Ink  
  Rachael Kadish

April 11  Salt to the Sea
  Ruta Sepetys

May 9  Tangerine   
  Christina Mangan

June 13  All the Light We Cannot See
  Anthony Doerr

July 11  The Husband’s Secret
  Liane Moriarty

August 8 Educated   
  Tara Westover

Non-Fiction Book Club
2nd Wednesdays of each month at 6 PM

January 12 Legends and Lies   
  Bill O’Reilly

February 9 Andrew Jackson and the 
  Miracle of New Orleans 
  Brian Kilmeade

March 9 The Ride of Her Life 
  Elizabeth Letts

Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, March 7 from 11 AM – 4:30 PM

Donating Blood Makes a Big Difference in the 
Lives of Others. 

Make your appointment at redcrossblood.org 
or call 1-800-RED-CROSS.



CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Tiny Tots
Tuesdays at 10 AM
February 1 - May 10
Ages 0-24 months

Sing, read, and play with your 
little ones and friends!

Music & Movement
Wednesdays at 10 AM 
February 2 - May 11
Ages 0-5

Movin’ & groovin’ fun with sensory play!

Storytime
Thursdays at 10 AM
February 3 - May 12
Ages 2-5

Each session includes stories, 
songs, and a craft.

February   Winter Wonderland
March   Spring Surprises
April/May   Feathered Friends

STEAM
Tuesdays at 4 PM
February 1 – May 10 
(No meetings February 15 or April 5)
Kindergarten – 5th Graders

Drop in each week and choose one or several stations 
to investigate and discover new STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) related ideas.

For the Love of Tattoos
with Author Abby Lyne
Saturday, February 12
10 AM – Noon
Abby Lyne Sisson (Otsego District Library’s Clerk) has written a beautiful 
children’s book, My Aunt has Tattoos. 

When Jem’s Aunt Amy comes home from 
the Army, she has love to give and stories 
to tell…about her tattoos! Join Jem as she 
learns about why grown-ups get tattooed, 
and how some stories are told on a living 
canvas of memories.

There will be a special reading of the book by the author, signed books to 
purchase, a temporary tattoo station, snacks, plus a craft station where you 
can share your love for others by making your own Valentines! 

Take & Make Craft Kits
Preschool – 5th Grade 

Come to the library and pick up a monthly craft kit! 
Each kit comes with supplies and instructions. 

Where’s Waldo?
Winter Early Literacy Fundraiser
Monday, December 27 – Saturday, January 22

Waldo is hiding in eight different 
scenes, so come to find him during 
library open hours. 

Check in at the circulation desk to 
get your tally sheet. Participation to 
play will be by freewill donation. All 
donations will go towards purchasing 
new books to “STOCK THE SHELVES” 
for the children’s collection.



CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Woolbur with Author Leslie Helakoski
Saturday, March 12 from 10 AM – Noon

Leslie Helakoski, award-winning children’s author and illustrator, 
says her books are for laughing, living and learning. If you’ve 
read any of her books including Big Chickens and her newest 
title, Are Your Stars Like My Stars?, then you will have to agree. 

For this program we will focus on Woolbur, the fun-filled 
story of a sheep that bleats to his own beat. We will begin 
our morning with a presentation by Leslie and then be able 
to meet a live Woolbur, make a wooly craft, and have a snack 
that’s not baaaaaa…d.

Coming in Summer 2022
Oceans of Possibilities - Summer Reading Program
June 18 - July 30
Join us under the sea this summer with oceans of possibilities!

All children from birth – 12th graders can participate, come to fun 
programs, get fabulous prizes, and enter to win one of our BIG 
Grand Prizes.

Sign up week will be June 13-18. More details will be coming!

Spring Break Programs – Free as a Bird!
Fly on over to the library during spring break for some fun bird programs!

Bird Bingo
Tuesday, April 5 at 2 PM
Play a fun game of bingo featuring our feathered friends 
and win some prizes!

Birds of Prey
Presented by the Kalamazoo Nature Center 
Friday, April 8 at 10 AM
During this one-hour Birds of Prey program, KNC's 
educators will take the audience into the lives and habits 
of four unique birds. Program includes touchable artifacts 
and different species of live birds!

Rise & Shine  
Early Literacy 

Center Themes:
January    

Family Life

February/March
Science Lab

April/May
Fix-it Shop

June/July
Under the Sea



TEEN/TWEEN PROGRAMS
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  

Teen/Tween programs are now on Thursdays at 4 PM!

Teen/Tween events do not meet on holiday weeks or if Otsego Schools are closed.

Teen Scene
February – May
1st & 3rd Thursday at 4 PM
Middle School – High School

Hang out with us each week as we 
play games, eat snacks, and create 
lasting memories. 

We will be featuring several 
Nintendo Switch consoles and awesome new tabletop games. 

There is no Teen Scene during Spring Break - check out the special 
Spring Break Events the first week of April. 

Art Hub: Teen/Tween Art Club 
February – May
2nd Thursday at 4 PM
Middle School – High School 

Create beautiful and fun pieces of art at this art club. 
Join us for drawing, painting, crafting and more!    
The projects at these meet-ups are more advanced 
and picked with teens and tweens in mind.

Sweet & Salty Books
February – May
4th Thursday at 4 PM
Middle School – High School

Books can be sweet... and some characters are salty! 
Let’s get together to discuss what we are reading with 
sweet and salty snacks! Not everyone likes to read the 
same book, so choose the book you want to read and 
share with the group – your books, your choice! Ask a 
staff member about new and popular book titles in the 
young adult, juvenile, and graphic novel sections!

Where’s Waldo?
Thursday, January 20 
4 - 5 PM

Waldo is hiding in 
the library! Grab 
your friends, check 
in at the circulation 
desk to get your tally 
sheet, and help us 
find WALDO!

Creative Café
Fused Glass with Kathy Kuipers 
Friday, March 18 from 4 - 6 PM 

This class is for 6th-12th graders
with or without parents.

Create a spring-inspired 
fused glass art project. 
Participants will be able 
to choose from a variety 
of styles to make.

The cost is $20 (non-
refundable) and pre-
registration is required. 

Cost covers the 
instruction of the class, 
your finished product, 
and refreshments.

VolunTEENs 
Middle School – High School 

Volunteer at your library to earn 
service credit hours for school 
and for building a resume for 
future job searches.

Stop by during library hours for 
an orientation and to volunteer.

Spring Break Events
Donut Delight!
Tuesday, April 5 at 4 PM

Make donut keychains with us 
with our *NEW* Cricut machine 
while we smash delicious donuts. 
No registration required. 

Rose Watercolor Painting
Thursday, April 7 at 4 PM

Get crafty with us and 
create a beautiful faux 
stained glass piece of art. 
No registration required. 

Take & Make
Craft Kits 
Middle School – High School 

Each month a new craft will 
be available to take home 
and create. These crafts were 
picked with teens and tweens 
in mind.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES
Friends of the Library
The Friends’ Bookstore - Twice Told Tales - is open and accepting donations! 
We are excited to announce the NEW location for book donations. Drive 
around the library building and park in the Donation Drop Off parking 
space. Open the bin doors, place your donations in the bin(s) and close 
the doors after you have made your donation. This outdoor drop off is 
accessible 24/7, has a security camera, and is lit at night. Please, do not 
remove donations from the bins and close the doors/lid after you have 
made your donation. 

All existing members should update their 
contact information as soon as possible 
to keep files updated. 

Applications for new members are being accepted - contact the library if you are 
interested in becoming a member. COVID training is required for all existing and new 
members of the Friends of the Library. 

Friends Meetings: March 21 and May 16 at 1:00 PM

Overstock Sales: March 7, May 2, and July 11 
   Adult books – 3/$1 and Kids books – 4/$1

Pauline DeGood Memorial Donation 
In late summer, the Otsego District Library received a $25,000 
donation in memory of Pauline (DeGood) Baldwin and Howard 
(Bud) DeGood. This generous donation was used to purchase 
two new aisles of junior and picture book shelving, which 
partially arrived the week before Thanksgiving. The remaining 
pieces of the shelving (wooden end caps, tops, and sign holders) 
will be arriving shortly. A total of 52 new shelves (two full aisles) 
will give the library the space to add over 5,000 new children’s 
books to the children’s collection! 

The donation also gave the library the ability to purchase 
$6000 of new children’s books - $5000 towards beginning 
chapter books and $1000 towards the library’s regular children’s 
collection!  The new books all feature a memorial nameplate in 
Pauline’s honor. 

A new Beginner’s Chapter Book collection was added to the library’s collection - 
perfect for readers who are just starting out with chapter books. 

“Many patrons would come to the library and ask for direction on where their 
child should start when they begin reading chapter books. Now our staff will 
be able to point out this new collection. Patrons have already commented on 
how excited they are about this!” says Library Director Andrea Estelle.  

“The library is so thankful for this donation in memory of Pauline (DeGood) 
Baldwin and Bud DeGood, it will impact our community’s young readers for 
years to come! Pauline loved books and libraries and we are so thankful that her 
family remembered her hometown and her love for libraries with this donation. 
The family was able to visit the library and were very excited to impact the 
children’s collection here at Otsego District Library.”
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Easter Weekend 
Saturday, April 16

Memorial Weekend 
Saturday, May 28 – Monday, May 30

Independence Day
Monday, July 4

Library Closed

What Can You Find At Your Library?
I can vividly remember pouring over Where’s Waldo books as a child trying to spot Waldo, Wenda, Wizard Whitebeard, and 
Odlaw. We are so excited to introduce a new generation of readers to the fun of spotting Waldo in our winter fundraising 
event, December 27 - January 22. We have new copies of many Where’s Waldo titles for you to checkout and continue 
the fun of spotting Waldo at home! ODPL recently received two new aisles of shelving from the generous Pauline and 
Bud DeGood memorial donation, so this year the library will be using the proceeds from our Where’s Waldo fundraiser 
to “STOCK THE SHELVES” Every donation this winter will go directly towards purchasing new books for our children’s 
collection. 

There have been many other new and exciting things added to our library in the past year to spot as well! Over the 
past year or so, new resources at Otsego District Library include: Vox Books (picture books that talk), After Hours Pickup 
Lockers, circulating Wifi Hotspots, updated patrons PCs, new laptops available for use in the library, an Outdoor Donation 
Drop behind the library for Friends donations, many new large print titles, circulating puzzles, separated television show 
collection so you can browse by movies or TV shows, and a brand new beginning chapter book collection. Plus coming 
in the next few months - a Cricut for public use and STEAM kits donated by a grant from EATON! We also have added 
oodles of new books for you to checkout as we diverted funds saved on programming (when we were doing just virtual 
programs) into our collection budget. The drive up window remains open if you feel more comfortable using your library 
in that way.

We hope to spot you checking out all the amazing resources at your library very soon.
Andrea Estelle,

Library Director


