
  

 

similarities we share, whether it is familial connections, social connections through work, 
school, or other networks, economic connections, and so on.  Jesus redefined what 
community meant for his followers.  In Mark the crowd called to Jesus and said “Your mother 
and your brothers and your sisters are asking for you.” Jesus scandalously responded, “Who 
are my mother and my brothers?”  and looking around him he said, “Here are my mothers 
and my brothers!  Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

At other times, Jesus ate with tax collectors, associated with women of ill repute, and even 
touched the lepers, showing them compassion when everyone had rejected them from the 
community.  Jesus saw community where others saw brokenness and offered belonging to 
those who were outcast.  If we are to faithfully follow in the ways of the Savior, we must be 
prepared to break down the socially acceptable definitions of community and embrace the 
lepers, the outcasts, and the undesirable, for those are human creations and not part of the 
community of God.  In God’s community, ALL are welcome! 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor James 
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Here at New Haven UMC we 
are seeking to become a community of heart and soul.  When I 
consider that vision, I see three parts to that.  The first part is 
community, the second is heart, and the third part is soul.  Last 
month I talked about the significance of the heart, and today I 
want to share with you what it means to be community. 

As humans, we tend to define community in terms of affirming the 
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Please come join us for Church Work Days,    

 March 26
th

 and April 2
nd 

starting at 9:00 a.m. 

Please bring tools if you have them and come join in the fellowship!                                                  
We have indoor and outdoor activities.  

Sign-up sheets are on the table in the hallway. 

 
Church Work Days  

March 26th and April 2nd 

Volunteers Needed! 

 

  
            April 10th         Palm Sunday    - service at 11:00 am 

            April 14th         Maundy Thursday – service at 7:00 pm 

            April 15th         Good Friday – service at 7:00 pm 

            April 16th         Easter Egg Hunt – 10:00 am to 11:00 am 

            April 16th         Day School Open House – 11:00 am to Noon 

            April 17th         Easter and Confirmation Sunday – service at 11:00 am 

            April 24th         Communion Sunday – service at 11:00 am 
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The day is fast approaching when our Day School ministry will again 
be open to our community. Efforts continue to make our facility more 
attractive and the Children’s Ministry Council (CMC) will host an open 
house soon to show all of you! We are also very proud of the Day 
School’s redesigned website and invite you to take a look at it! 
www.newhavendayschool.org 

Our Day School is a ministry to the community and we’re excited that 
our new structure will allow us to utilize volunteers. The CMC would love to have more 
involvement from our congregation. We are blessed with an abundance of grandparent-aged 
folks, and we want to take advantage of that. So, we are launching a special group called GAP 
(Grandparents at Play). Whether you are an actual grandparent or grandparent at heart, we 
have ways for you to be involved as little or as much as you like. GAP will help fill the gap so our 
staff can focus on teaching. There are opportunities to fit all schedules (weekly, monthly, 
periodically for special events) and physical abilities (sitting, standing, more active).  

Here are just a few of the ways you can help fill the GAP: 

 Greet families at drop off or pick up 

 Bag snacks 

 Help at lunchtime (help wash hands, open juice boxes, containers, etc.) 

 Help at naptime (spread out nap mats, rock a child, pat a back, etc.) 

 Organize a closet (art, books, toys, etc.) 

 Office assistance 

 Help with special events-Christmas pageant, outreach projects, etc. 

 Cooking activity 

 Reading a book 

 Chapel (weekly-can be shared with other volunteers) 

 Display artwork children have created 

 General teacher help (classroom, playground, behind the scenes) 

Of course, ALL are welcome to volunteer, even if you are in a younger age bracket! NO formal 
experience working with children required. We want people who just enjoy being around 
children. If you are interested in learning more without making a commitment, please sign up at 
the table outside the sanctuary. You can also contact Brittany Fox (brit8519@yahoo.com) or 
Tonya Ford (918-688-8180 or tonyacford@hotmail.com) 

Items needed: 3-4 iPads (or equivalent) to use with our new software in the 
classrooms. These do not have to be new-gently used is fine. 

http://www.newhavendayschool.org/
mailto:brit8519@yahoo.com
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We are officially back in the building! Children's Sunday School 
as well as Children's church have 
resumed, and we're learning all about 
the Lenten season- what happened leading 
up to Easter in the Bible and what it means 
to us now. I'm happy to announce that we 
are finally moved into our new Sunday 
School room! On Sunday mornings you can 
find us on the first floor, first door on your 
left, as you enter the Day School wing (next 
to the motor room). This new location will 

make us more accessible to visitors and families,                 and I 
have received reports from parents that the children are              VERY excited about 
their new classroom! Come say “HI!” 
 
 
 
 
The community Easter Egg Hunt is right around the corner, scheduled for April 16th from   10 am -
11am with an "Open House" for the Day School immediately following. We need your help 
to make this event extra special! There is a sign up sheet on the table in the hallway leading to the 
Sanctuary with several different opportunities to help. It won't require much of your time and will 
make a big impact on the children and families in our community. They love these events at NHUMC. 
This is a great way to actively live out our vision of creating a community of heart and soul! 
 
The Children's Ministry Council and I have been plugging away and remain hard at work to ensure the 
success of our Day School relaunch. Thank you to these women (and their husbands) who have put in 
hours and hours of volunteer work to make it great. Enrollment is open, tours are happening, and we 
will begin the hiring of teachers for our summer program very soon! If you are or know of someone 
who would be an amazing fit, please reach out to me with the information as soon as possible! We 
also have many volunteer opportunities for our church family in the Day School! From cleaning, to 
organizing and preparing, to maintenance, to office work, to children's activities, and more, there is 
much to do and something for everyone who wishes to be involved. How wonderful will it be for these 
children and families to experience the love and support that New Haven gives? This is another great 
chance to create a community of heart and soul right here inside our building. There is another sign 
up sheet (located on the same table as above) for those interested in being involved with our Day 
School ministries.  
 
 
Confirmation class continues, partnered along w ith Jenks FUMC, for our participating 
youth students. Confirmation will be held on Easter Sunday. Sami and Pastor James have been 
meeting and brainstorming on ways to get our youth program up and going again as we are in a 
season of rebuilding. We are currently looking for a volunteer to teach a Youth Sunday School class.  
If you are interested, please reach out to myself, Pastor James, or Sami Hardgraves-Bruce and we will 
ensure that you have the support and resources that you need to teach this class. We are committed 
to holding space for these young people to get the support, love, and education that they deserve. It 
has been a tough couple of years, but I think we are all ready to get back to what we do best at New 
Haven UMC...loving the Lord and loving each other...creating a community of heart and soul. 
 
If there is anything I can do to help facilitate or further connections and reach of our Family 
Ministries, please email me at brit8519@yahoo.com. I'm always happy to receive input and the 
relationships with our members have a special place in my heart! 
 
Brittany Fox,  Director of Family Ministry 
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4/16/22 10 am-Noon EASTER EGG HUNT (SIGN UP NOW TO HELP!) 

6/7/22 FIRST DAY OF DAY SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 

7/4/22 10 am-Noon 4TH OF JULY BIKE PARADE 

8/1/22-8/4/22  5-7:30 pm (dinner served at 5) VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

8/7/22 VBS SUNDAY 

10/29/22 4-6 pm FALL FESTIVAL 

 

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 
PREPARE GIFT BASKETS AND GOOD CHEER 

FOR MURDOCK VILLA RESIDENTS WITH 
MAY BIRTHDAYS! 

 Ever since May 24th, 2009, when the month of May rolled 

around, the disabled adult residents of Murdock Villa could count 
on a big celebration in honor of those with birthdays in May, 
thanks to New Haven UMC!   Pictured preparing for the very first 
party in 2009 are Adriaan and Marianne Duiveman hanging a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY banner before any and all residents started 
to pour in the community room for a festive lunch and birthday 
party, starting a long tradition!  This continued with fabulous 

parties, uke band concerts, storytelling, and lots of fun until the pandemic hit.  The last two 
May celebrations have been different since no live parties are allowed.   New Haven UMC has 
instead provided gift bags or baskets each May.    

May and Spring are around the corner, and it's time to plan the gift baskets for the 17 
residents with May birthdays!   Our theme will be the welcome beauty of spring flowers!    

If you'd like to help prepare the gift baskets, please contact Barbara Smith 
at barbarajoan5832@gmail.com or Lou Lindsey at louisewlindsey@gmail.com. 

mailto:barbarajoan58@gmail.com
mailto:louisewlindsey@gmail.com
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Visit our website: 
www.newhavenumc.org 

Find us on Facebook or        
Worship with us on  

www.livestream.com/
newhaventulsa 

Jack Giffin   Tom Black 
Jan & Doyle Boyd    Jan Duffield 
Karyn Maio      Ron Unterschuetz   
Kelly Sartain     Dodie Wood 
Greg and Lana Gotcher   Marcherie Smith    
People of Ukraine 

            
                     
 

 
Phone: 918-743-6491  

FAX: 918-743-9306 
Rev. James Graham, Sr. Pastor  james.graham@newhavenumc.org  
Cynthia Edelman, Business Manager  cynthia.edelman@newhavenumc.org 
Stephen Merrick, Music Director  elephantmanmusic@gmail.com 
Teresa Roberts, Organist                   teresadiane26@yahoo.com         
Brittany Fox, Dir. of Family Ministries  brit8519@yahoo.com 
Oscar Sturgeon,  Custodian    918-595-5460 (cell) 
Volunteer Desk   office@newhavenumc.org            
Carol Morgan, SPIRE Editor  office@newhavenumc.org 

  

 March 
16 Steve Amos 

 Alon Soderfelt 

17 Erica Alred 

18 Haley Merrick 

 Jeremiah Olsen  
21 Karen Jones  
22 Kyler Smith 
23 Craig Hannon 
24 Janice Hannon 

25 Steve Smith 
26 Adessa Stephenson 
28 Laurel Duncan 
 

April  
7 Katherine Alred 
8 Doris Foster 
9 Dan Wallace 
16 Denny Beebe 
21 Adriaan Duiveman 
25 Eileen Walker 
26 Bailey Sartain 


