
St. Michael’s Lutheran Preschool COVID-19 Preparedness Plan 
Updated September 2021 

Our COVID19 Preparedness Plan is designed to help protect our staff, students, families and community. We 

have reviewed guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. St. Michael’s Lutheran Preschool reserves the right to 

change and update this plan as necessary as the local situation changes or as we receive updated guidance. 

The following topics are discussed below: 

1. frequent handwashing 

2. cleaning and disinfecting 

3. arrival and departure 

4. social distancing throughout the day 

5. plans for identifying and excluding sick staff, volunteers and children 

6. source control and cloth face coverings 

7. workplace ventilation  

8. field trips and events 

9. communication and training about the plan 

 

1. Frequent Handwashing 

Students wash hands upon arrival, after using the bathroom, before and after snack time, and after playground 

use. Staff will instruct students to wash after using a tissue or when students are observed touching their face 

and before and after using certain common shared items, such as the art easel. Hand sanitizer is available to use 

when handwashing not available (for example after using a tissue while outside). 

2. Cleaning and disinfecting 

Daily cleaning and disinfecting of high-touch surface areas, such as doorknobs, light switches, counter, tables 

and chairs, etc. is performed using a bleach solution or disinfecting wipes. We will use personal pencil boxes for 

each student with supplies (crayons, markers, scissors, etc.). We will follow MDH guidelines for cleaning and 

disinfection if there is a confirmed COVID-19 case in our classroom.  

3. Arrival and Departure 

Parents/caregivers enter the facility to drop-off and pick-up their child at the Preschool Door. 

Parents/caregivers and siblings (age six and up) who are not fully vaccinated are asked to wear a face 

covering when entering the Preschool Classroom. The Preschool Classroom is considered to start at the bottom 

of the stairs for purposes of this policy.  

During levels of substantial or high transmission in Hennepin County (https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-

tracker/#county-view), we strongly recommend that all individuals age six and up wear a face covering when in 

the Preschool Classroom, regardless of vaccination status.   

When the weather is nice we may direct families to pick up their children outside at the playground. 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


4. Social distancing throughout the day 

The very nature of a preschool and the age of the children we serve make it very difficult to social distance. 

Preschoolers generally form their own playgroup pals. Our room is very large for the size of our classes and 

allows for room to spread out.  

5. Plans for sick children, staff, and volunteers 

Anyone with symptoms aligning with latest COVID exclusion guidance will not be permitted in the classroom. 

Parents are asked to screen their children at home each day for possible COVID symptoms and follow the 

COVID-19 Decision Tree for People in Schools, Youth Programs, and Child Care, located at 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf  

Staff and families will be notified via email or the brightwheel app as soon as possible (the same day if possible) 

if there is someone in the class who has tested positive for COVID-19. MDH will also be notified 

(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/index.html). MDH may recommend: ▪ Exclusion 

of close contacts, which involves requiring close contacts to stay home for 14 days ▪ Closing an entire classroom 

or school for up to 14 days, depending on the extent of exposure and whether there is the possibility of ongoing 

transmission in the program.  

6. Source control and cloth face coverings 

We will support any student (or family) who chooses to wear a face covering but will not require face 

coverings to be worn by preschoolers or staff. Staff may choose to wear a face covering when involved in 

particularly close contact with the children, especially during times of increased disease transmission. We ask 

that anyone over the age of six who is not fully vaccinated wear a face covering when entering the Preschool 

Classroom. During levels of substantial or high transmission in Hennepin County (https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-

data-tracker/#county-view), we strongly recommend that all individuals age six and up wear a face 

covering when in the Preschool Classroom, regardless of vaccination status.  

The Preschool Classroom is considered to start at the bottom of the stairs for purposes of this policy. 

7. Workplace ventilation  

We will open windows as weather allows. We have three air purifiers operating in the classroom.  

8. Field trips and events 

If an off-site field trip occurs during the year, COVID guidelines for that location will be followed. Special events 

will be held outside whenever possible. We ask that anyone over the age of six who is not fully vaccinated wear 

a mask when entering the preschool classroom. 

9. Communications and training 

Staff have been trained on this COVID Preparedness Plan. The Plan will be reviewed with families at Round-Up 

or upon enrollment. Copies are available to families upon request. Any changes will be communicated to staff 

and families via email or the brightwheel app. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

